April 16, 1997

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON BANKING AND FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | offer a res-
olution (H.R. 118) and | ask unanimous
consent for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

HOUSE RESOLUTION 118

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and that he is hereby, elected to the
following standing committee of the House
of Representatives:

To the Committee on Banking and Finan-
cial Services: Mr. Torres of California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE CHARLES A. HAYES OF IL-
LINOIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. RuUsH] is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on last Mon-
day | attended a funeral held in Chi-
cago, IL, a funeral, a home-grown serv-
ice, for former Representative Charles
A. Hayes, a former Member of this
body. At that funeral, Mr. Speaker, at
that home-grown ceremony, the many
people from Chicago, from the First
Congressional District, from the State
of Illinois, indeed from this entire Na-
tion came to Chicago to the Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church located on
the south side of Chicago in the First
Congressional District to pay homage
and give their final respects to a giant
within this Nation, a man who, despite
tremendous odds, was able to speak up,
speak out, to stand for the little guy,
the working person, the disadvantaged,
the poor persons of this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, Charles Hayes’ history
is unparalleled in the annals of this Na-
tion. His commitment to the working
people, to poor people, to people who
needed to have a voice, his commit-
ment was deep seated and long lasting.
When he was elected to Congress in
1984, representing the First Congres-
sional District of Illinois, he followed
in the footsteps of many giants who
represented the First Congressional
District, people who, as he did, suc-
ceeded against some tremendous odds.

O 1800

Some of those Members were in-
volved in this body passing legislation
that had an effect on making this Na-
tion the great Nation that it is today.

Oscar De Priest was the first African-
American to be elected to Congress
since the Reconstruction. He came
from the First Congressional District.
Following Oscar De Priest, we had Ar-
thur Mitchell, the first black Democrat
to represent a district in this august
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body. Following Oscar De Priest we
had Congressman William L. Dawson
who represented this district for many,
many years. Congressman Ralph
Metcalf represented this district. Con-
gressman Harold Washington. Con-
gressman Benny Stewart. They all rep-
resented this district.

When Charlie Hayes was elected to
succeed Congressman Harold Washing-
ton, who was elected the first black
mayor of the city of Chicago, he imme-
diately began to pick up the baton and
to carry forth the battle for equality
and justice and fairness within this Na-
tion and within this body.

Charlie was well prepared for this
task. Going back many, many years, he
had prepared himself for this task.
Charlie Hayes, as far back as 1938, after
he found employment at a little hard-
ware store in Cairo, IL, making 15
cents an hour, Charlie was sensitive
enough, understanding enough that he
noticed the blatant racism that existed
at that plant where black workers
faced insults, indignation, and were
forced to work in the lowest-paying
and least desirable positions. The black
workers did what most workers did at
that time. They formed an union, a
local union which was later recognized
by the company as the Carpenter’s
Local Union 1424, and Charlie Hayes
was elected president at the age of 20
years old.

This action, this standing up for the
downtrodden, the poor, the oppressed,
started him on his long career of social
action and concern for people and their
rights as Americans.

Mr. Speaker, | have many, many
things | want to say about Charlie
Hayes, but | am joined at this moment
by the outstanding Member of this
House from Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, a colleague of Charlie
Hayes, Congressman BILL LIPINSKI.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | want
to thank the gentleman for recognizing
me, and | want to thank him very
much as a fellow Chicagoan for taking
this special order for Charlie Hayes.

I do have a few things | want to talk
about in regards to Charlie. Charlie ar-
rived here in the House of Representa-
tives about 6 months after I did, and he
will always be remembered to me as

Mr. Regular Order. As everybody
knows, he became quite famous for
that.

But not only did he arrive here 6
months after | arrived, but he was a
commuter Congressman like | am, like
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. RUsH]
is, flying back and forth every week be-
tween Chicago and Washington DC. On
many of those occasions Charlie and |
sat together, and we had some enor-
mously interesting conversations
about organized labor and the labor
movement in this country in the 1930’s
and the 1940’s, 1950’s, 1960’s, 1970’s, and
up until the 1980’s when Charlie left or-
ganized labor and started to represent
the people here in Washington.

We also talked about his very, very
good friend, the first African-American
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mayor of the city of Chicago, the Hon-
orable Harold Washington. Obviously
Charlie was very much involved in Har-
old Washington becoming mayor of the
city of Chicago, but beyond that, he
and Harold were very good friends, and
he always was there to help Harold,
protect Harold, and speak in Harold’s
behalf.

Besides having conversations about
organized labor and the labor move-
ment in this country and Harold Wash-
ington, Charlie Hayes and | were both
great baseball fans, great fans of the
Chicago White Sox, and on numerous
occasions we discussed White Sox ball
players of the past. | think that it is
really fitting and proper that we have
a special order today for Charlie Hayes
on the day that we passed the resolu-
tion for Jackie Robinson.

Ironically, the African-American ball
player that Charlie Hayes often talked
about was not Jackie Robinson, but
Larry Doby. Larry Doby was the first
African-American ball player in the
American League. lronically, that oc-
curred on July 15, 1947, a couple of
months after Jackie Robinson had bro-
ken it.

| say ironically because Larry Doby
pinch hit for the Cleveland Indians
against the Chicago White Sox on that
day. He did not start the game, there
was really no fanfare that he was going
to play that day, but in the seventh in-
ning he came out as a pinch hitter.

Charlie Hayes happened to be in the
ballpark that day and | happened to be
in the ballpark that day also. My
mother had taken my brother and I,
my cousin, Pat Collins and my cousin
Jim Collins to the ball game, and we
were not aware, obviously, that we
were going to be there on such a histor-
ical day. But nevertheless we were
there, and as | say, | later discovered
that Charlie was there also.

So besides baseball and Harold Wash-
ington and organized labor, there were
other things that Charlie and | talked
about on these plane rides back and
forth.

The last one | would mention would
be his youth center which | am quite
sure you are very familiar with, and I
think anyone that ever talked to Char-
lie would be familiar with because he
was extremely proud of it. But it was
always in great financial need, and
there was more than one occasion when
Charlie implored me to be a little bit
generous towards his youth center,
which fortunately | was in a position
to be generous to his youth center on a
couple of different occasions.

But Charlie was a very down-to-earth
person, he was a very unassuming per-
son. He was a very, very hard-working
man, and he was really kind | think to
a fault.

The only time | ever saw Charlie get
angry was when people were somehow
angling to do or doing something to
give organized labor, the American
working man and woman, the short end
of the stick. That is when Charlie be-
came angry and really angry, because |
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