S3386

the most touching came when Rachel
Robinson, Jackie’s widow, spoke in
honor of her husband, and the audience
gave her the warm ovation that she so
richly deserved. Her sacrifices were as
great as her husband’s, and too often
we forget that Jackie Robinson, who
was described as the loneliest man in
sports, endured and prevailed only with
the support of his partner Rachel, who
was always by his side.

Rachel Robinson sacrificed her own
personal aspirations during Jackie’s
playing career and dedicated herself to
raising their children and supporting
her husband. But upon their retirement
to Connecticut, she earned her mas-
ter’s degree in psychiatric nursing at
Yale. She later operated a day clinic
for acutely ill psychiatric patients,
taught at Yale’s School of Nursing, and
served as director of nursing for the
Connecticut Mental Health Center. De-
spite her own personal success, Rachel
Robinson again displayed tremendous
selflessness after Jackie’s death in 1972.

Upon his passing, it would have been
easy for Rachel Robinson to continue
the pursuit of her own career, but in-
stead she gave up her medical career
and dedicated her life to preserving the
legacy of her husband. In 1973, she
formed the Jackie Robinson Founda-
tion, which has awarded more than 450
college scholarships to minority and
disadvantaged students who have ex-
hibited leadership potential and shown
a commitment to community service.
Throughout his life, Jackie Robinson
always stressed the importance of edu-
cation, and for a man whose life was
dedicated to creating opportunities for
others, providing young adults the
chance to go to college is perhaps the
most fitting tribute one could ever pay
to this great man. I am proud to say
that Rachel Robinson still resides in
my home State of Connecticut, and we
are truly fortunate to call her one of
our own.

While many glorious words have been
spoken in honor of Jackie Robinson, |
truly believe that the greatest tribute
that we could ever pay to this man
would be through our actions. As Ra-
chel Robinson eloquently said, “This
anniversary * * * has given us an op-
portunity to reassess the challenges of
the present. It is my passionate hope
that we can take this reawakened feel-
ing of unity and use it as a driving
force so that each of us can recommit
to equality of opportunity for all
Americans.” | hope that America will
listen to the words of Rachel Robinson
and work together to fulfill Jackie’s
and her dream.

America is a better place because of
Jackie and Rachel Robinson, and |
want to thank both of them for their
courage and sacrifice.®

BABY TALK

e Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, | rise
today to pay tribute to a group of citi-
zens in Decatur, IL, who noticed a seri-
ous problem in their community, band-
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ed together to develop a solution to
this problem, and then saw this prac-
tical solution through with a strong
sense of commitment and compassion.

All over this country, communities
like Decatur are responding to the re-
alization that the experiences of the
earliest years of life have a powerful
influence on how human beings de-
velop. Research indicates that young
children are developing brain patterns
which will affect everything they do
for the rest of their lives. The way they
process information, the way they re-
late to other people, their abilities in
every domain—these important human
functions are being written on the
minds of children at a time in their
lives when basic needs often go unmet.
We often realize the importance of this
time only when it is too late to go back
and fill in the gaps—when these chil-
dren fail in school or commit a crime
or become a burden to society.

The people of Decatur, IL realized
that the most important resource
every child must have is a loving adult
who cares for them, understands their
needs, and makes that child a priority.
How can we encourage parents to nur-
ture their own children? How can we
take advantage of this wonderful win-
dow of opportunity for young children
by making sure they are loved and en-
couraged to develop?

My friends in Decatur pondered these
very questions in 1986 and the result is
Baby Talk. Baby Talk is a community
collaboration that reaches out to all
parents of very young children and
gives them the support that they need.
This project is a joint effort of schools,
hospitals, libraries, health clinics,
Head Start, literacy projects, and local
government. Baby Talk establishes a
relationship with every family who has
a newborn child in order to offer en-
couragement and support for the most
important task they will ever under-
take—raising a child.

Baby Talk delivers programs where
parents and children already are. In
this way, Baby Talk reaches the entire
population of child raising families
casting a net of support over the com-
munity. Every parent of a child born in
one of Decatur’s two hospitals, receives
a personal visit from Baby Talk to
learn about their newborn’s abilities
and needs. Parents receive a book and
advice about how to read aloud with
their child. They also receive a magnet
with the Baby Talk telephone number
to call for assistance.

Information about predictable chal-
lenges and encouragement for parents
are provided at child clinics and
through letters sent to families every 2
to 3 months through the child’s first 3
years. ‘“‘Baby Talk Times” and
“Lapsit’” groups meet weekly at many
locations where parents and children
play, sing, read books, and share their
challenges and achievements.

Parents who did not finish high
school participate in Baby Talk’s Even
Start program where comprehensive
family literacy programming is offered
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at the health department and Head
Start.

Baby Talk makes 4,000 contacts
monthly with parents and children of
different backgrounds and income lev-
els. Fortunately, this service does not
exist only in Decatur. Professionals
from 30 States and Canada have re-
ceived training and materials from the
Baby Talk organization to serve fami-
lies in their communities.

Baby Talk has been recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education for
meeting Goal One of the America 2000
Strategy: “That by the year 2000, all
children will start school ready to
learn.”

Recently, Baby Talk celebrated its
10th anniversary with the announce-
ment that it has served the families of
20,000 babies. I would specifically like
to commend the efforts of Claudia
Quigg who was the initial pioneer of
this effort and currently acts as Baby
Talk’s executive director. Through the
efforts of Ms. Quigg and many other
dedicated Baby Talk staff members,
the city of Decatur is investing in its
future and putting into practice their
belief that a stitch in time saves nine.

We are looking forward to the years
ahead when thousands of Baby Talk
children grow up to be caring, success-
ful, and productive citizens. | present
Baby Talk as an example of what can
be accomplished when a community
pulls together and stays committed to
an important goal. | am very proud to
have this organization performing
their good works in my State and |
hope others can learn from the accom-
plishments that Baby Talk has had in
Ilinois.e

APPOINTMENTS BY THE
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to Senate Resolution 105,
adopted April 13, 1989, as amended by
Senate Resolution 280, adopted October
8, 1994, announces the following ap-
pointments and designations to the
Senate Arms Control Observer Group:

The Senator from Alaska [Mr. STE-
VENS] as majority administrative co-
chairman;

The Senator from South Carolina
[Mr. THURMOND] and the Senator from
Indiana [Mr. LUGAR] as cochairmen for
the majority;

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr.

CHAFEE];

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr.
COCHRAN];

The Senator from North Carolina
[Mr. HELMS];

The Senator from Arizona [Mr. KyL];

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr.
LoTT];

The Senator from Oklahoma [Mr.
NICKLES];

The Senator from New Hampshire
[Mr. SMITH];

The Senator from Maine [Ms.

SNowe]; and
The Senator from Virginia [Mr. WAR-
NER].
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