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The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, is
as follows:

S. REs. 84

Whereas suicide, the ninth leading cause of
all deaths in the United States and the third
such cause for young persons ages 15 through
24, claims over 31,000 lives annually, more
than homicide;

Whereas suicide attempts, estimated to ex-
ceed 750,000 annually, adversely impact the
lives of millions of family members;

Whereas suicide completions annually
cause over 200,000 family members to grieve
over and mourn a tragic suicide death for the
first time, thus creating a population of over
4,000,000 such mourners in the United States;

Whereas the suicide completion rate per
100,000 persons has remained relatively sta-
ble over the past 40 years for the general
population, and that rate has nearly tripled
for young persons;

Whereas that suicide completion rate is
highest for adults over 65;

Whereas the stigma associated with men-
tal illness works against suicide prevention
by keeping persons at risk of completing sui-
cide from seeking lifesaving help;

Whereas the stigma associated with suicide
deaths seriously inhibits surviving family
members from regaining meaningful lives;

Whereas suicide deaths impose a huge un-
recognized and unmeasured economic burden
on the United States in terms of potential
years of life lost, medical costs incurred, and
work time lost by mourners;

Whereas suicide is a complex, multifaceted
biological, sociological, psychological, and
societal problem;

Whereas even though many suicides are
currently preventable, there is still a need
for the development of more effective suicide
prevention programs;

Whereas suicide prevention opportunities
continue to increase due to advances in clin-
ical research, in mental disorder treatments,
and in basic neuroscience, and due to the de-
velopment of community-based initiatives
that await evaluation; and

Whereas suicide prevention efforts should
be encouraged to the maximum extent pos-
sible: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognize suicide as a national problem
and declares suicide prevention to be a na-
tional priority;

(2) acknowledges that no single suicide pre-
vention program or effort will be appropriate
for all populations or communities;

(3) encourages initiatives dedicated to—

(A) preventing suicide;

(B) responding to people at risk for suicide
and people who have attempted suicide;

(C) promoting safe and effective treatment
for persons at risk for suicidal behavior;

(D) supporting people who have lost some-
one to suicide; and

(E) developing an effective national strat-
egy for the prevention of suicide; and

(4) encourages the development, and the
promotion of accessibility and affordability,
of mental health services, to enable all per-
sons at risk for suicide to obtain the serv-
ices, without fear of any stigma.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, Senate Reso-
lution 84 recognizes suicide as a na-
tional problem, and it has been submit-
ted by Senators REID, MURRAY,
WELLSTONE, and COVERDELL.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
105-6 AND TREATY DOCUMENT
NO. 105-7

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, | ask unanimous consent
that the injunction of secrecy be re-
moved from the following two treaties
transmitted to the Senate on May 6,
1997, by the President of the United
States: Agreement with Hong Kong on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters, with Annex, Treaty Document
No. 105-6, and Agreement with Hong
Kong for the Transfer of Sentenced
Persons, Treaty Document No. 105-7.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the treaties be considered as having
been read the first time; that they be
referred, with accompanying papers, to
the Committee on Foreign Relations
and ordered to be printed; and that the
President’s messages be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The messages of the President are as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion. | transmit herewith the Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Hong Kong on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
with Annex, signed in Hong Kong on
April 15, 1997 (hereinafter referred to as
‘“the Agreement”). | transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, a relat-
ed exchange of letters, with attached
forms, signed the same date, and the
report of the Department of State with
respect to the Agreement.

The Agreement is one of a series of
modern mutual legal assistance trea-
ties that the United States is negotiat-
ing in order to counter criminal activi-
ties more effectively. The Agreement
should be an effective tool in our con-
tinued cooperation with Hong Kong
after its reversion to the sovereignty of
the People’s Republic of China on July
1, 1997, to assist in the prosecution of a
wide variety of modern criminals, in-
cluding members of drug cartels,
“white-collar’” criminals, and terror-
ists. The Agreement is self-executing.

The Agreement provides for a broad
range of cooperation in criminal mat-
ters. Mutual assistance available under
the Agreement includes: (1) taking evi-
dence, testimony, or statements of per-
sons, (2) providing information, docu-
ments, records, and items; (3) locating
or identifying persons or items; (4)
serving documents; (5) transferring per-
sons in custody and others to provide
assistance; (6) executing requests for
search and seizure; (7) confiscating and
forfeiting the proceeds and instrumen-
talities of crime and otherwise assist-
ing in relation thereto; (8) delivering
property, including lending exhibits or
other items; and (9) and other form of
assistance not prohibited by the law of
the Requested Party.

May 6, 1997

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Agreement and give its advice and
consent to ratification so that the
Agreement can enter into force no
later than July 1, 1997, when Hong
Kong reverts to the sovereignty of the
People’s Republic of China.

WIiLLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HousE, May 5, 1997.

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, | transmit herewith the Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States and the Government of
Hong Kong for the Transfer of Sen-
tenced Persons signed at Hong Kong on
April 15, 1997. | transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with re-
spect to this Agreement.

At present, transfers of sentenced
persons between the United States and
Hong Kong (in either direction) are
conducted pursuant to the 1983 multi-
lateral Council of Europe Convention
on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons,
which is in force for both the United
States and the United Kingdom, and
which the latter has extended to Hong
Kong. Effective July 1, 1997, however,
when Hong Kong reverts to the sov-
ereignty of the People’s Republic of
China, the Council of Europe Conven-
tion will no longer provide a basis for
such transfers.

The agreement signed on April 15,
1997, will provide a basis for such trans-
fers to continue after Hong Kong’s re-
version. The agreement is modeled
after both the Council of Europe Con-
vention and other bilateral prisoner
transfer treaties to which the United
States is a party. It would establish es-
sentially the same procedures as are
now followed with respect to transfers
of prisoners between the United States
and Hong Kong, and would continue
the requirement that all transfers be
consented to by the sentencing state,
the sentenced person, and the receiving
state. When the sentenced person has
been sentenced under the laws of a
State of the United States, the consent
to the authorities of that State will
also be required.

I recommend that the Senate of the
United States promptly give its advice
and consent to the ratification of this
Agreement.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, May 5, 1997.

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
AND RESCISSIONS ACT OF 1997

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before I go
to the closing statement, | want to
talk a little bit about where we are on
the supplemental appropriations bill.

We began the debate on the supple-
mental appropriations bill on Monday,
yesterday, and we have been on it
today. We did have one recorded vote
at about 2:30 this afternoon, | believe it
was, and | expected that we would con-
tinue then to work through the amend-
ments, with some recorded votes being
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