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banned or suspended their use, and 20 have
announced no production.

In 1996, the UN General Assembly passed
by a vote of 156–0, with 10 abstentions, a res-
olution calling upon states ‘‘to pursue vigor-
ously’’ an international treaty banning
APMs ‘‘as soon as possible.’’ The world now
boasts two ‘‘mine-free zones’’—Central
America, in a joint declaration by its six
Foreign Ministers to ban the weapon
throughout the region, and the CARICOM
states. Additionally, both the OAS and the
OAU have passed resolutions calling upon
their member states to make their regions
mine-free.

This momentum has also brought other
change. After pressure from the ICBL, the
1980 Convention on Conventional Weapons
(CCW) was reviewed from 1994–96. The two
and a half year process of review of the CCW
is widely held to have brought minimal
change to the flawed treaty. But through the
focus of attention on the process, the pro-
ban movement gained tremendous momen-
tum and has moved rapidly beyond the lim-
its of the CCW. It was in the review sessions
themselves that the ICBL helped to ignite a
true governmental ‘‘pro-ban movement’’ by
hosting the first meetings of pro-ban states.
This series of meetings led the Canadian
Government to call for a strategy conference
of pro-ban governments in October of last
year in Ottawa. The conference was attended
by 50 pro-ban states and 24 observer nations.

At the conclusion of the Ottawa con-
ference, Canada’s Foreign Minister closed
the conference with the dramatic invitation
to states to return to Canada in December of
1997 to sign a treaty banning AP mines. The
conference chairman, in close cooperation
with the ICBL, had prepared an ‘‘Action
Plan’’ that would lead to that goal. A series
of preparatory meetings are now scheduled
in 1997 with a target of a ban treaty by the
end of the year.

While the Landmine Campaign never saw
its goal as utopian, it did not envision such
change in so short a period of time. Govern-
ments and individuals around the world, in-
cluding former Secretary General of the
United Nations Boutros Boutros Ghali, have
recognized that it is the work of the ICBL
that has made the difference. One UN offi-
cial, speaking at the Ottawa Conference,
noted that this change has come about be-
cause of the original impetus and ongoing
coordinated work of the ICBL. He called the
coalition the ‘‘single most important and ef-
fective exercise by civil society since the
Second World War.’’

The goal is in sight. There remains a huge
amount of work to ensure its fruition. The
ICBL, which initiated this movement, will
continue to work in close cooperation
throughout the year—and beyond—with pro-
ban states to rid the world of this indiscrimi-
nate weapon.

The ICBL represents a dramatic expression
of the will of civil society to change inter-
national norms. That is why I nominate Ms.
Williams and the International Campaign to
Ban Landmines for the Nobel Peace Prize in
1997. An award to them of the Peace Prize in
this critical year would send a powerful sig-
nal that such models for social change are
recognized as critical and important as we
move into the next century.

Yours respectfully,
JAMES MCGOVERN,

Member of Congress.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
METCALF). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 7, 1997, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. NEUMANN]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. NEUMANN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
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COMMENDING THE WHITNEY M.
YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL OF CHI-
CAGO FOR ITS ACADEMIC EXCEL-
LENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. DAVIS] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to a group of
superstars in the Seventh Congres-
sional District in the State of Illinois.
Often when we talk about superstars it
is in the context of athletics, athletes,
entertainment and entertainers such as
Michael Jordan, Oprah Winfrey, the
Bulls, and I am very proud that I rep-
resent all of them. It would be impos-
sible to argue that Michael Jordan, the
leader of the Chicago Bulls, based in
the Seventh District of Illinois, the
man who dazzles us with his amazing
agility and ball handling skills, is any-
thing but a superstar or that Scottie
Pippin, who grew up in a little town in
Arkansas not very far from my original
home, he in Hamburg and I in
Parkdale. Scottie is indeed a superstar,
and I am proud to represent him. Like-
wise, Kevin Garnett, who also lived in
the Seventh District, attended Farra-
gut High School and went directly into
the National Basketball Association
with the Minnesota Timberwolves
based upon his exceptional ability to
master the game of basketball.

But what about our academic super-
stars who have proven themselves ca-
pable of their ability and with their
ability to master the quest for knowl-
edge?

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, I come to
talk about another group of superstars.

For the past 8 years the Whitney M.
Young High School’s Academic Decath-
lon teams have been superstars in the
academic arena. They are the Michael
Jordans and Scottie Pippins of edu-
cation. The decathlon team’s mental
ability and problem solving skills have
placed them in the top 10 in the United
States Academic Decathlon’s national
competition 8 consecutive times, win-
ning third place three times and second
place once when the decathlon was held
in Chicago in 1995. Whitney Young’s
most recent team placed third in the
1997 U.S. Academic Decathlon’s na-
tional competition. The 9 students
from Whitney Young High School who
placed in the 1997 U.S. Academic De-
cathlon and the individuals who
coached them are students, Ed Bailey,

Katherine Megquier, Emmett Hogan,
Julienna Ar, Long Trvong, Maryanne
Ar, Robert Jefferson, Brian
Piechowski, and Robert Iu; coaches,
Brian Tennison and Ms. Susanne
McCannon.

The Whitney Young High School has
produced a dynasty of superstars who
have competed successfully over the
years in the decathlon. Whitney Young
has been the Illinois champion for the
past 12 years, defeating teams from
such academic powerhouses as the Illi-
nois Math and Science Academy, New
Trier, Stevens on and Niles West. One
or two years might be a fluke. Three or
four years might be viewed to excep-
tional hard work. Five or six years
might be due to a few individuals mak-
ing inordinate sacrifices. But 12 years,
12 years can only be due to an excep-
tional educational environment.

Therefore, I commend and congratu-
late an outstanding principal, Ms.
Joyce Kenner; Mr. Billy Williams,
chairman; Mr. Paul Levin, vice chair-
man; Ms. Susan Hirsch, recording sec-
retary; Ms. Anita Andrews, Mr. Miguel
Ayala, Ms. Mary Baldwin, Ms. Estrelita
Dukes, Judge Teicival Herman; Ms.
Barbara Keys, Ms. Martha Miller, and
Ms. Deborah Sawyer, all members of
the local advisory council.

Mr. Speaker, making the final three
in the U.S. Academic Decathlon is no
small feat. The decathlon takes
months and even years of hard work
and preparation. The Academic De-
cathlon is the supreme measure of edu-
cational achievement. It is the World
Series of academics. It is the NBA
finals of scholastic attainment.

So again we salute Whitney M.
Young, all of the members of the team.
I congratulate each and every one of
the outstanding young men and women
and their coaches. I congratulate the
Chicago Board of Education, the local
advisory council, the principal and a
great staff. It does indeed take a whole
community to make a great school.
f

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ISSUE
HAS BEEN LINGERING TOO LONG
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. LINDER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I bring to the at-
tention of this body an international legal issue
of expropriation that has been lingering since
the early 1980’s, but began off the coast of
Cartegiña well over two hundred years ago. It
is a tale of buried treasure that has resulted in
the foreign defiance of accepted property
rights in salvage laws at the expense of an
American company.

By way of background, after encountering
an enemy British fleet, the Spanish galleon
San Jose was sunk with a treasury estimated
at over $2 billion in today’s value. The San
Jose and its treasure remained hidden at the
bottom of the ocean for hundreds of years,
until a United States company—known today
as Sea Search Armada—discovered the wreck
of the San Jose. Under recognized inter-
national salvage and admiralty laws, the dis-
coverer of this find has the right to salvage the
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