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time basis. In a short time, her enthusiasm
and devotion earned her the position of execu-
tive director. In that capacity of Visiting Home-
maker Service of Hudson County, Mrs. Statile
has spearheaded the growth of the organiza-
tion from 25 Homemaker home health aides in
1964 to over 900 presently.

Mrs. Statile’s accomplishments in the health
care field are numerous. She has developed,
and secured funding for, a large number of
programs for senior citizens, including Meals
on Wheels, Emergency Chore Service, Youth
in Elderly Service, respite care, short term and
long term senior care programs, and Senior
Community Independent Living Service. Addi-
tionally, Mrs. Statile helped secure financing
for a number of other community oriented ven-
tures including: Child Abuse Service in an
Emergency [C.A.S.E.], Families in Crisis, the
Teaching Homemaker Intervention Program,
and the Child Care Food Program.

Mrs. Statile’s interest in helping her fellow
Hudson County residents have led to member-
ships on a number of boards and committees
which include: the North Jersey Home Care
Association, the Hudson Hospice, the Hudson
Commission on Human Relations, the Hudson
County Coalition of Non-Profit Organization,
the New Jersey Home Care Council, and the
New Jersey Department of Human Services
Home Care Advisory Committee.

The multitude of programs Mrs. Statile has
developed and helped expand along with her
active involvement in various humanitarian
programs demonstrate that she is a person
who goes above and beyond the call of duty.
Her activities demonstrate a willingness to
work selflessly and with great compassion for
those less fortunate. AIDS patients, abused
children and adults, and Alzheimer’s patients
are all people whose lives were touched by
the extraordinary efforts of Mrs. Statile.

It is an honor to have such an exceptional
woman working on behalf of the residents of
my district. Mrs. Statile’'s desire to give so
much time and effort to helping others should
serve as an example for all of us. | ask that
my colleagues join me in paying tribute to this
compassionate and dedicated woman.

HEMISPHERIC LEADERS DISCUSS
CHALLENGES AHEAD

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 16, 1997

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to call to my colleagues’ attention the attached
statement on conclusion of “The Agenda for
the Americas for the 21st Century”. On April
28 and April 29, a group of leaders of the na-
tions of the Western Hemisphere, that in-
cluded former Presidents Ford and Carter,
gathered in Atlanta to address the challenges
facing the Americas in the 21st century.

As the attached statement attests, these
leaders tackled the critical problems that must
be addressed if we are to consolidate the im-
pressive gains we have made in building a
hemisphere that is resoundingly dedicated to
free markets and democracy. The participants
in this meeting are to be commended, and
their conclusions merit serious consideration.

| ask that the attached statement be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
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““THE AGENDA FOR THE AMERICAS FOR THE
21ST CENTURY”’

We, the members of the Council of Freely
Elected Heads of Government, have met in
Atlanta, Georgia on April 28-29, 1997 to as-
sess the state of western hemispheric rela-
tions and to offer our views and rec-
ommendations on ways to help achieve the
goals that we share—the pursuit of peace;
the end of illegal drug trafficking; the rein-
forcement, deepening, and extension of de-
mocracy; the promotion of a free trade area
of the Americas; and social justice.

The Council was established at The Carter
Center after a Consultation on ‘““Reinforcing
Democracy in the Americas’” in November
1986 by many of us. Since then, within the
western hemisphere, we have worked to rein-
force democracy at critical moments, includ-
ing by monitoring and mediating 15 electoral
processes in nine countries in the Americas.
We have lent our support to freer trade, in-
cluding by urging the U.S. Congress to ap-
prove the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. We have worked hard to reduce the re-
gion’s debt and bring peace to Central Amer-
ica.

For these past two days, we have reviewed
a wide agenda confronting the nations of the
hemisphere—trade, drug trafficking, pov-
erty, and issues related to security and de-
mocracy. Our council of 29 current and
former Presidents and Prime Ministers of
most of the nations of the Western Hemi-
sphere bring diverging perspectives to the
table, which we found sometimes helps us to
consider different approaches to an issue.

We found ourselves in agreement on the
basic goals, many of which were enunciated
by the Western Hemisphere leaders in the
Declaration of the Summit of the Americas
in December 1994,

The Americas should conclude a Free
Trade Area of the Americas by the year 2005
while making sure that the benefits of freer
trade are shared by all the peoples of the
hemisphere.

We should seek to eliminate the scourge of
illegal drugs.

The remaining territorial disputes of the
hemisphere should be resolved soon.

We should curb the purchase and sale of
arms.

The benefits of democracy should be ex-
tended to all the nations of the hemisphere,
and we should deepen democracy, protect
press freedom, and eliminate corruption and
the disproportionate influence of money in
the politics of all our nations.

While we are committed to those goals, we
have to express our great disappointment at
the lack of progress in achieving them, and
so we concentrated most of our time on how
to translate those general statements into
concrete steps forward. Let us identify, now,
with greater precision what it is that we
hope the leaders of the hemisphere should
strive to achieve.

First, some general principles:

The issues on the agenda require coopera-
tion and partnership, not unilateral dicta-
tion and paternalism.

Most of the difficult issues on the agenda
have two sides—supply and demand on drugs,
commodities, arms, bribery—and an effective
strategy requires dealing with both sides.

The moral basis of the new community of
the Americas is democracy. Freer trade will
enhance the ties between our democratic na-
tions.

1. TRADE, INTEGRATION, AND POVERTY

We support the Summit Declaration to
reach a Free Trade Area of the Americas by
the year 2005. There has been great progress
on negotiating bilateral and subregional free
trade agreements, but thus, far, little
progress toward the Summit goal of an

E967

FTAA. To attain that goal, the governments
will need to move more quickly than they
have during the past two years.

All of our nations will benefit from freer
trade, but that doesn’t mean that everyone
will benefit. The best defense of those people
who suffer the increased competition of freer
trade is not protectionism, but rather addi-
tional mechanisms to ensure that the bene-
fits of freer trade are more widely shared and
that those who lose the competition can be
helped to adjust.

1. Fast-track: It is vitally important that
the U.S. government obtains fast-track nego-
tiating authority as soon as possible in order
to begin serious trade negotiations. We were
very encouraged in our discussions with U.S.
leaders that there seems to be grounds for a
workable compromise. The AFL-CIO wants
adequate protections for workers and the en-
vironment in the trade agreement. In our in-
tensive discussions with Speaker of the
House Newt Gingrich, the Speaker told us
that he would support rapid passage of fast-
track negotiating authority which included
provisions for protecting labor rights and the
environment, provided they are trade-relat-
ed. We view this as a significant develop-
ment that potentially goes beyond the exist-
ing NAFTA and hope Congress and President
Clinton reach agreement on this as soon as
possible.

2. Caribbean Basin Enhancement: It is vi-
tally important that a Caribbean Basin En-
hancement law is passed by Congress as
early as possible to grant wider access to the
U.S. market by the smaller and more vulner-
able nations in the Caribbean Basin. These
provisions will permit these countries to
make the adjustment over an extended pe-
riod of time to enter a Free Trade Area of
the Americas (FTAA). (‘““Caribbean Basin”
includes Central America and the Carib-
bean.)

3. Paths to FTAA: We explored several dif-
ferent ideas as to the best way to pursue an
FTAA. Some believe that the U.S. and other
countries should negotiate bilaterally; oth-
ers would like for negotiations to proceed be-
tween subregional groups. We propose an al-
ternative: the nations of the hemisphere
should define clear and specific criteria
through their talks within the 11 working
groups set up at the Denver Ministerial, and
nations or groups would become members of
a growing FTAA as they meet these criteria.
Special transitional provisions might have
to be made for the smaller economies. Gov-
ernments should encourage their private or-
ganizations to participate in this process.

4. Caribbean Basin Commodities: Several
small Caribbean Basin nations are very de-
pendent on a few commodities, such as ba-
nanas and sugar, whose markets are re-
stricted. We urge the United States and Eu-
rope to expand market access to these prod-
ucts.

5. Reducing Poverty and Inequality: It is
urgent to reduce poverty and injustice
through development strategies and invest-
ments that contribute to social, economic,
and fiscal justice through health, education,
job training, housing, and support for small
and medium enterprises.

Inasmuch as trade promotes growth, ex-
panding trade can reduce poverty and in-
equalities as has been seen in Chile and the
East Asian countries. But additional steps
are necessary in order to compensate those
who are hurt by the increased competition
that comes from trade. Such steps would in-
clude increased productivity, technological
transfer, and increasing annual rate of
growth to more than 3% by generating more
savings. Governments should also make edu-
cation universal and higher quality for ele-
mentary school students and remove barriers
to access by poor people to credit, land and
education.
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2. A NEW HEMISPHERIC APPROACH TO ILLEGAL
DRUG TRAFFICKING

The hemisphere needs a new cooperative
approach to combat illegal drug trade be-
cause so many of our countries are both pro-
ducers and consumers of illegal drugs. Mutu-
ally recriminatory approaches distract from
the real enemy: illegal drugs. If we recognize
this, our efforts to fight the enemy can be-
come a unifying rather than a divisive force
for democratic governments in the hemi-
sphere. It is time to change the relationship
from an adversarial one to a partnership.

The 1994 Miami Summit made explicit a
new hemispheric-wide recognition of the se-
riousness of the drug problem and the shared
responsibility among consumer, trafficker,
and producer countries. We applaud the rati-
fication at the 1994 Summit of three existing
agreements against drug trafficking and
money laundering, but these lack time
schedules for implementation and meaning-
ful enforcement measures. The political will
to combat illegal drugs clearly exists, but
political capacity is weak in many countries.
The U.S. has filled the enforcement vacuum
with its certification policy.

With respect to the existing method of U.S.
certification, the process should entain prior
notification to the responsible authority
within each foreign capital as to any con-
cerns that have arisen and permit the oppor-
tunity of meaningful dialogue before the
final assessment is made. There should be
close coordination among U.S. officials in
dealing with other nations.

It is now time to replace the unilateral
certification policy with a multilateral
strategy which includes monitoring and en-
forcement of efforts to reduce demand as
well as supply. We were very encouraged by
our conversation with Speaker Newt Ging-
rich, Senator Paul Coverdell, General Barry
McCaffrey, and Chairman of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee, Benjamin
Gilman—all recognized the need for a new
approach to this issue.

Speaker Gingrich described the certifi-
cation policy as ‘“‘offensive and senseless’”
and urged its replacement with a hemi-
spheric-wide approach to the issue. He called
for a dialogue among the nations of the
Americans to develop a plan for a drug-free
Western Hemisphere. We propose a multilat-
eral forum, either through the OAS (CICAD)
or the new blue-ribbon commission, that
would devise a hemispheric-wide plan and
strategies for each country. In addition, the
group needs to develop standards (what con-
stitutes success?) and measures of perform-
ance and assess each country’s performance.
The group could use standards developed in
the 1988 UN Convention. The group could be
modelled on the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, which is widely respected
and competent.

The plan should pursue each link in the
drug-trafficking chain: production, process-
ing, transportation, consumption, and
money-laundering. The U.S. Administration
should give more attention and resources to
the treatment and education (demand) side
of the problem because that is the most cost-
effective way to attack the problem.

The work of this group would be separate
from the decisions made by the U.S. on aid,
although we hope that the certification pol-
icy would be phased out as this group comes
into being.

The illicit traffic in arms, ammunition, ex-
plosives, and other dangerous materials is a
concomitant of the illegal trade in drugs. Ef-
fective measures, requiring meaningful col-
laboration between nations of the hemi-
sphere, will be required to combat this men-
ace.

We discussed the possible relationships to
global efforts to control money-laundering
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and drug trafficking; specifically, coordinat-
ing with the UN’s Durg Control Program and
participating in a Global Narcotic’s Con-
ference. We also discussed the idea of a re-
gional court of the Americas that could han-
dle drug, arms trafficking, money-launder-
ing, and other transnational crimes. Appeals
from such a court could be sent to the
Hague.

We discussed the need to strengthen alter-
native development strategies based on trade
reciprocity agreements for the Caribbean
Basin and enhanced capacity of the IFIs to
replace bilateral aid programs. Drug policy
should not become a non-tariff barrier that
will impede the continuing opening of mar-
kets and borders.

3. RESOLVING THE REGION’S TERRITORIAL
DISPUTES

We agreed that although some of the long-
standing border disputes have been dormant
for long periods, they still remain a source of
tension and a rationale for an unaffordable
arms race. And, in some cases, they can
erupt into conflict. The movement toward
democracy and the end of the Cold War has
diminished tensions in the region, and we do
not mean to imply that the region is in tur-
moil. Quite the opposite. Democracy and
peace is the norm, and we also believe that
regional economic integration is a useful in-
strument for reducing security tensions.

Still, territorial disputes remain potential
problems. We therefore believe that the time
has arrived to try to resolve definitively
these territorial disputes. We discussed a
number of strategies for accomplishing that,
and rather than recommend a single strat-
egy, we thought it would be far more useful
to propose several ideas.

The first question is who should mediate
these disputes? The options are: (1) third-
country governments; (2) institutions out-
side the hemisphere, like the Pope or the
King of Spain; (3) the OAS; (4) a Commission
of Mediators or Facilitators made up of a
group of senior statesmen; or (5) The Carter
Center or the Council of Freely Elected
Heads of Government. Still, another alter-
native would be for the Hague Court to arbi-
trate the dispute.

The second question is how should such
mediators gain legitimacy for pursuing these
issue. The options are: (1) the disputed states
could invite; (2) the OAS could pass an “‘um-
brella resolution” that would require all
states with disputes to submit them to some
mediation that could be chosen by the
states; (3) the Presidents of the Americas
could address this issue at the Summit of the
Americas in Santiago in March 1998; or (4)
the OAS or UN Secretary General could des-
ignate senior statesmen to undertake an as-
sessment and feasibility mission to deter-
mine whether the governments were ready to
settle the dispute—a kind of prenegotiation
session.

Whichever of these options are chosen, we
recommend the OAS Secretary General and
other leaders in the region become much
more actively engaged into trying to resolve
these problems.

4. A REGIME TO RESTRAIN ARMS SALES AND

PURCHASES

Although Latin America spends relatively
less on defense than most other regions, ex-
penditures on expensive weapons systems di-
vert scarce foreign exchange from more ef-
fective investments, including for education.
They also compel neighbors to spend more
on defense and, by doing so, generate inter-
national tensions.

Moreover, we are concerned about the pos-
sibility of an arms race in Latin America,
and we urge the governments in the region
to pause before embarking on major arms
purchases. Latin America has served as a
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model for nuclear non-proliferation with the
Treaty of Tlatelolco, and we believe that it
ought to embark on a conventional arms re-
straint agreement. The agreement needs to
be multilateral—not unilateral, and it
should involve purchasers as well as sellers.

We recommend, as a first step, that the
governments of Latin America pledge to ac-
cept a moratorium of two years before pur-
chasing any sophisticated weapons. During
that time, they should explore ideas to re-
strain such arms. We encourage them to look
at the recent accord between Brazil and Ar-
gentina, which called for a region free of an
arms race. At the same time, we call on the
U.S. and other governments that sell arms to
affirm their support for such a moratorium.

Time is of the essence. Delay would be very
costly to all of our nations. We urge the na-
tions of the region to move quickly to imple-
ment a moratorium and to begin serious ne-
gotiations on ways to translate a morato-
rium into an agreement.

In considering future agreements, govern-
ments should consider making a distinction
between modernization and acquisition of
new weaponry. We also suggest studies on
banning landmines from the region and bet-
ter regulations on the trade in firearms.

We also urge hemispheric governments to
sign a regional and an international Code of
Conduct on Arms Transfers, which prohibits
or restricts sale and transfer of weapons to:
(a) states in international conflict; (b) states
with internal conflicts and/or human rights
abusers; (c) non-democratic states; (d) viola-
tors of international law; (e) states in which
expenditures on health and education are
less than for defense.

We also recommend that all states agree to
mandatory weapons export and acquisition
reporting to the U.N. Register of Conven-
tional Arms. States should also agree to par-
ticipate in the Standardized International
Reporting of Military Expenditures.

5. A HEMISPHERIC APPROACH TO EXTENDING,
REINFORCING, AND DEEPENING DEMOCRACY

The hemisphere has reached an unprece-
dented moment in which all nations but one
have held competitive elections. Elections
are only one crucial element of democracy,
however. We identified three issues for hemi-
spheric cooperation on democratization: ex-
tending democracy to Cuba, deepening de-
mocracy by removing undue influence of
money in campaigns and guaranteeing press
freedoms, and eliminating corruption.

Extending democracy to Cuba: The most
appropriate and effective way to bring de-
mocracy to Cuba is through a policy of en-
gagement rather than isolation. The Helms-
Burton law is counterproductive because it
causes greater problems for U.S. relations
with its friends in Canada, Latin America,
and Europe than it causes problems for Fidel
Castro. We urge the U.S. Congress and Presi-
dent to repeal or significantly modify that
law and to cooperate with Latin America in
drafting a hemispheric-wide approach to fa-
cilitating democracy and civil society in
Cuba. The extra-territorial aspect of the law
is particularly objectionable. Cuba should be
invited to participate in hemispheric events,
provided that the government is prepared to
accept the standards of human rights and de-
mocracy as enunciated in the American Con-
vention on Human Rights, the Santiago
Commitment, and the Managua Declaration.

Deepening democracy. Democracy is a
work in progress. Nowhere is it perfect. Ex-
isting campaign finance practices have tend-
ed to erode popular support for democracy
even in countries like the United States. We
discussed this issue along with access to the
media for political candidates and concluded
that reforms are necessary to restore con-
fidence in the election process.



May 19, 1997

We urge governments and parties through-
out the hemisphere to remove the dispropor-
tionate influence of money in politics. Each
country will devise their own systems to pro-
vide for equity, transparency, and account-
ability in their electoral processes, but in
our review of a number models in this hemi-
sphere and in Europe, we found that shorter
campaigns, limits on expenditures, tax de-
ductible small contributions, publicly sub-
sidized media time, and effective monitoring
all increased transparency and competitive-
ness of elections. Canada may be the best
model in the hemisphere; the United States
and Colombia might be among the worst.

Freedom of the press from harassment,
censorship and intimidation is vital to a
thriving democracy. We unanimously en-
dorse the Declaration of Chapultepec and
urge all hemispheric leaders who have not
yet done so to sign.

Corruption: In 1995, this hemisphere con-
structed the first anti-corruption convention
in the world. It is now time for all govern-
ments in the region to follow the lead of Bo-
livia, Paraguay, and Peru and ratify the
Inter-American Anti-Corruption Convention
before the 1998 Summit of the Americas.

Transnational bribery is a negative con-
sequence of the growing trade and invest-
ment relationships and privatization efforts
of the hemisphere. We urge prospective bid-
ders and government procurement agencies
to sign Anti-Bribery Pacts. We applaud the
initiative of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank to require such transparency on
their own projects, and we urge the World
Bank to do likewise. We support the estab-
lishment of a strong OAS anti-bribery work-
ing group to provide legislative and tech-
nical assistance and to monitor national per-
formance.

We call on the OECD Ministerial meeting
next month to follow the lead of the United
States and the Inter-American Anti-Corrup-
tion Convention in criminalizing
transnational bribery and ending tax deduct-
ibility for bribery.

We intend to bring these issues to the at-
tention of the leaders of the hemisphere, be-
ginning with our three colleagues on this
panel, who are incumbents—President
Leonel Fernandez of the Dominican Repub-
lic, Prime Minister P.J. Patterson of Ja-
maica, and President Gonzalo Sanchez de
Lozada of Bolivia. After our press con-
ference, we will be meeting privately with
Vice President Gore to discuss these issues,
and he will have an opportunity to state his
response and U.S. policy tonight.

We are heartened that U.S. President Bill
Clinton will be visiting Mexico, Central
America, and the Caribbean in a week, and
will visit South America next October.
Thomas ‘““Mack’” McLarty attended part of
our meetings along with officials from the
State Department and the National Security
Council. The President’s trip offers a real
possibility of translating the general goals of
the Summit of 1994 into something that
would benefit the people of the hemisphere.

We are pleased by the active participation
of Ambassador Juan Martabit, who has been
charged by Chilean president Eduardo Frei
to coordinate all of the work of the Summit
of the Americas that will be held in Chile in
March 1998. He commented that ‘“‘our meet-
ing had awakened the hopes that had dimin-
ished after the 1994 Summit.”” We therefore
see our work these last two days as a kind of
a bridge between two Summits.

AGENDA FOR THE AMERICAS FOR THE 21ST CEN-

TURY COUNCIL OF FREELY ELECTED HEADS

OF GOVERNMENT—APRIL 29, 1997

Former President Jimmy Carter, United
States.
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Former President Gerald Ford, United
States.

President Leonel Fernandez, Dominican
Republic.

Prime Minister P.J. Patterson, Jamaica.

President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada, Bo-
livia.

Former President Oscar Arais Sanchez,
Costa Rica.

Former President Patricio Aylwin, Chile.

Former President Rodrigo Carazo, Costa
Rica.

Former President Marco Vinicio Cerezo,
Guatemala.

Former Prime Minister Joe Clark, Canada.

Former President Osvaldo Hurtado, Ecua-
dor.

Former President Luis Alberto Lacalle,
Uruguay.

Former President Carlos Andrés Pérez,
Venezuela.

Former Prime Minister George Price,
Belize.

Former Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford,
Barbados.

Former Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau,
Canada.

Vice President Carlos Federico Ruckauf,
representative of Council member President
Carlos Saul Menem, Argentina.

Amb. Ronaldo Sardenberg, Minister of
Strategic Affairs and representative of Coun-
cil member President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso, Brazil.

Rodolfo Terragno, President, National
Committee, Union Civica Radical Party, and
representative of Council member Raul
Alfonsin, Argentina.

Dr. Robert Pastor, Executive Secretary of
the Council of Freely Elected Heads of Gov-
ernment and Director of the Latin American
and Caribbean Program.

TRIBUTE TO LOIS AND DOW
WILLEY

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 1997

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Lois and Dow Willey.
Mr. and Mrs. Willey will celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary on Saturday, May 24,
1997.

Friends and family from all over the Califor-
nia area will be on hand for the anniversary
celebration. Notably, their sons Brent and
Larry will be in attendance as well as eight
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Lifelong residents of California, Lois and
Dow met over 50 years ago in Lemoore, CA.
After marrying, the couple moved to the
central coast where Dow was a deputy sheriff
in Morro Bay. Life in the small coastal town
was very family oriented. Lois was devoted to
her family and worked inside the home, while
Dow often worked more than one job at a
time, demonstrating to his family the impor-
tance of a strong work ethic and paying your
own way through life.

As the children grew up and moved away,
Dow and Lois decided to move back to the
Central Valley. Now living in Fresno, the two
remain actively involved in the community.
Lois maintains strong relationships with her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren and is a
member of the 19th District Senior Advisory
Council. Dow works for his son Larry at Willey
Tile in Fresno. The two still remain active in
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their local church, which they claim to be the
foundation of their strength and success in life.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have Mr. and
Mrs. Willey as constituents and friends in the
19th Congressional District. | congratulate
them on 50 wonderful years of marriage, and
ask my colleagues to join me in wishing them
every success for the years to come.

MARKING 104 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO CALIFORNIA AND THE UNIT-
ED STATES

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 1997

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, our Nation is
built upon a foundation of great patriots. We
owe our liberty to the sacrifices of these men
and women. The great experiment that has
become our Nation sets the standard by which
all others are judged. As we look back on our
history, we must not forget those who sac-
rificed to build our country.

Paying tribute to these patriots is the role of
the Sons of the Revolution in the State of Cali-
fornia. Founded in 1893, the California chapter
was established by California residents whose
relatives served as Revolutionary War sol-
diers, delegates to the Continental Congress,
and as early American patriots.

Membership roles in the Sons of the Revo-
lution read like a who’s who in American his-
tory. Members have served their Nation as
Members of Congress, Senators, State su-
preme court justices, high-ranking military offi-
cials, and as two U.S. Presidents.

Even more important than the members
themselves is the service they provide to the
general public. Their work in preserving our
Nation’s heritage by providing research facili-
ties and archives for the public are a tremen-
dous asset.

In my district, we are fortunate to have the
Sons of the Revolution Library. Located in
Glendale, CA, this library contains over 30,000
volumes of genealogical material, Revolution-
ary history, and texts of life in early America.
This is one of the largest research libraries of
its type in California.

Although their work centers on the study of
our past, the Sons of the Revolution continue
to look forward. The group has established
one of the most complete on-line reference
services available to the public. Their web site
allows the public to trace their genealogy via
computer. Their work in providing up-to-date
information is revolutionary in its own rite. This
service is an invaluable resource to anyone in-
terested in early American history.

Mr. Speaker, as we stand on the verge of
a new century one cannot help but think of our
history. As we make decisions which will un-
doubtedly affect our future, | think of a pas-
sage from Shakespeare, “past is prologue.”
That is certainly no more true than today. Our
history as a nation has taught the world many
great things. For more than 100 years the
Sons of the Revolution in the State of Califor-
nia have carried on the legacy of the Amer-
ican Revolution. For their service and their pa-
triotism we offer our respect and sincerest
thanks.
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