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Washington, D.C. 20510; and Representatives
Wayne T. Gilchrest, Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Albert R. Wynn, Steny
Hamilton Hoyer, Roscoe G. Bartlett, Elijah
E. Cummings, and Constance A. Morella,
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515.

POM–122. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Virginia; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 307
Whereas, in addition to setting quotas for

the number of immigrants who may enter
this country legally, the federal government
has the responsibility of maintaining the
borders of the United States against illegal
entry; and

Whereas, while illegal aliens are not enti-
tled to assistance in the form of social serv-
ices, states are required by federal statute or
by court decisions to provide emergency
medical care, education, nutrition programs,
and incarceration for many undocumented
aliens with little or no reimbursement from
the federal government; and

Whereas, many states are being hit hard by
budgetary cutbacks and are feeling the im-
pact on state revenues and expenditures in-
curred by these federal mandates; and

Whereas, some states have tried unsuccess-
fully to use the legal system to recoup some
of these expenses from the federal govern-
ment; and

Whereas, although the federal government
has been forthcoming with some funds to
help with some of the costs, the amounts are
negligible in comparison to the actual costs
to the states; and

Whereas, the recent federal Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996 addresses some issues
of social assistance to aliens, but the finan-
cial impact is more addressed to immigrants
who are here legally; and

Whereas, there appears to be a need for a
better working relationship between the
states and the United States Immigration
and Naturalization Services to identify those
persons who are here illegally; now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Dele-
gates concurring, That the Congress of the
United States be urged to take appropriate
steps to reimburse the states for the costs of
services provided to illegal aliens; and, be it

Resolved further, That the Congress be
urged to honor its obligations to protect the
United States borders and to expedite the re-
moval of those who reside here illegally; and,
be it

Resolved finally, That the Clerk of the Sen-
ate transmit copies of this resolution to the
President of the United States, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and the mem-
bers of the Congressional Delegation of Vir-
ginia in order that they may be apprised of
the sense of the General Assembly in this
matter.

f

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. ROTH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance:

Robert S. LaRussa, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Commerce.

(The above nomination was reported
with the recommendation that he be
confirmed, subject to the nominee’s
commitment to respond to requests to
appear and testify before any duly con-
stituted committee of the Senate.)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BROWNBACK:
S. 820. A bill to amend chapters 83 and 84 of

title 5, United States Code, to limit certain
retirement benefits of Members of Congress,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. Brownback:
S. 821. A bill to reduce the pay of Members

of Congress, eliminate automatic cost-of-liv-
ing pay increases for Members of Congress,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN:
S. 822. A bill to amend part E of title IV of

the Social Security Act to provide for dem-
onstration projects to test the feasibility of
establishing kinship care as an alternative
to foster care for a child who has adult rel-
atives willing to provide safe and appro-
priate care for the child, and to require no-
tice to adult relative caregivers; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. HARKIN:
S. 823. A bill to provide for the award of the

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who participate in
Operation Joint Endeavor or Operation Joint
Guard in the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovnia; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mrs. BOXER:
S. 824. A bill to prohibit the relocation of

certain Marine Corps helicopter aircraft to
Naval Air Station Miramar, California; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. ASHCROFT:
S. 825. A bill to provide for violent and re-

peat juvenile offender accountability, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. KERRY):

S. 826. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to protect the public from health
hazards caused by exposure to environmental
tobacco smoke, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. CRAIG:
S. 827. A bill to promote the adoption of

children in foster care; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
LAUTENBERG):

S. 828. A bill to provide for the reduction in
the number of children who use tobacco
products, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 829. A bill to amend the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 to encourage the production
and use of clean-fuel vehicles, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HELMS (for himself, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. HUTCHINSON, and Mr.
WELLSTONE):

S.J. Res. 31. A joint resolution disapprov-
ing the extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment (most-favored-nation treatment)
to the products of the People’s Republic of
China; to the Committee on Finance.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN:
S. 822. A bill to amend part E of title

IV of the Social Security Act to pro-

vide for demonstration projects to test
the feasibility of establishing kinship
care as an alternative to foster care for
a child who has adult relatives willing
to provide safe and appropriate care for
the child, and to require notice to
adult relative caregivers; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

THE KINSHIP CARE ACT OF 1997

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
am introducing the Kinship Care Act of
1997. Grandparents caring for grand-
children represent one of the most
underappreciated and perhaps under-
utilized natural resources in our Na-
tion. Yet they hold tremendous poten-
tial for curing one of our society’s
most pressing problems—the care of
children who have no parents, or whose
parents simply aren’t up to the task of
providing children a stable, secure, and
nurturing living environment.

There is such a great reservoir of
love and experience available to us,
and more especially to the tens of
thousands of American children who
desperately need basic care giving. We
provide public assistance for strangers
to give this kind of care, but the folks
available to do it are in short supply.

Legislation I am introducing in the
Senate today will give States the flexi-
bility to provide the support these
grandparents need, so that our seniors
can fill the care gap. Last year, as part
of welfare reform, Senator COATS and I
were successful in passing legislation
that would give preference to an adult
relative over a nonrelated caregiver
when determining a placement for a
child. My new legislation will continue
the process of shifting the focus of our
child welfare system from leaving chil-
dren with strangers to leaving them in
the loving arms of grandparents and
other relatives.

I am not noticing a new trend. States
have been moving in this direction for
over a decade. Over the past 10 years
the number of children involved in ex-
tended family arrangements has in-
creased by 40 percent. Currently, more
than four million children are being
raised by their grandparents. In other
words, 5 percent of all families in this
country are headed by grandparents.

My view is that it’s time for the Fed-
eral Government to get with the pro-
gram and start developing policies that
make it easier, instead of more dif-
ficult, for families to come together to
raise their children.

My bill has several parts. First, it
would allow States to obtain waivers
to set up kinship care guardianship
systems where grandparents and other
relative providers can receive some fi-
nancial assistance without having to
turn over custody of the child to the
State and without having to go
through the paperwork and bureau-
cratic hurdles of the foster care sys-
tem.

Grandparents already face a number
of hurdles when they suddenly find
themselves caring for a grandchild.
These may include living in seniors-
only housing, not having clothes or
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