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Federal Advisory Committee Act to
avoid lengthy procedural delays. How-
ever the commission’s hearings are
open to the public, and a public record
is required to be kept of those hear-
ings. In addition, the commission must
keep a record of its deliberations.

The commission is tasked with rec-
ommending changes in law to expedi-
tiously resolve outstanding right of
way claims under R.S. 2477. Those rec-
ommendations are to be made in con-
sultation with the governors of af-
fected States. It is my hope that work-
ing together this commission can reach
consensus on this difficult issue.

This commission must make its rec-
ommendations by March 1, 1998, and
must include with their submission
any comments they receive from gov-
ernors. The Secretary of the Interior
must approve or disapprove the rec-
ommendations in their entirety by
March 31, 1998. If the Secretary ap-
proves the commission’s recommenda-
tions, then a fast track procedure is
provided in Congress to ensure those
recommendations are considered. If the
Secretary does not approve the com-
mission’s recommendations, then the
fast track procedure is not available.
Under the fast track procedure only
relevant amendments are allowed in
the Senate during floor consideration
of the bill, and any message from the
House on such a bill.

The conference agreement leaves in-
tact the permanent prohibition on the
issuance of final rules or regulations on
R.S. 2477 without express authorization
of such rules or regulations by a subse-
quent act of Congress, and specifically
states in section 6005(b)(5)(A) that this
provision does not constitute such ex-
press authorization. Section 6005 does
not repeal or modify any existing law,
and takes no position regarding the le-
gitimacy of the R.S. 2477 policy an-
nounced by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior on January 22, 1997.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, as
we finish our work on the conference
report. I want to express my apprecia-
tion to Jodi Grant, who has provided
invaluable assistance to me and my
staff. Jodi served as counsel to the
Democratic staff before leaving us re-
cently to work on the leadership staff
of the distinguished Senator from Mas-
sachusetts, Senator KERRY. However,
she has taken time from her busy
schedule to give us the benefit of her
special expertise on budget matters. I
very much appreciate her assistance,
and thank her for her willingness to
help.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 1997—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour
of 6 o’clock has arrived. The question is
on agreeing to the conference report on
the supplemental appropriations bill,
H.R. 1469.

The yeas and nays have been ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont [Mr. JEFFORDS]
is necessarily absent.

I further announce that if present
and voting the Senator from Vermont
[Mr. JEFFORDS] would vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. FORD. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Connecticut [Mr. LIEBERMAN]
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NETT). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 67,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Leg.]

YEAS—67
Abraham Domenici Moynihan
Allard Dorgan Murkowski
Ashcroft Enzi Murray
Baucus Feinstein Reed
Bennett Frist Reid
Bond Glenn Robb
goxer gorton Roberts
reaux Tams

Brownback Grassley gockefeller

oth
Bryan Hatch
Bumpers Hutchinson She.lby
Burns Hutchison Smith (OR)
Campbell Inhofe Snowe
Chafee Johnson Specter
Coats Kempthorne Stevens
Cochran Kerrey Thomas
Collins Kerry Thompson
Conrad Landrieu Thurmond
Coverdell Lott Torricelli
Craig Lugar Warner
D’Amato Mack Wellstone
Daschle McCain Wyden
DeWine McConnell

NAYS—31
Akaka Gramm Leahy
Biden Gregg Levin
Bingaman Hagel Mikulski
Byrd Harkin Moseley-Braun
Cleland Helms Nickles
Dodd Hollings Santorum
Durbin Inouye Sarbanes
Faircloth Kennedy Sessions
Feingold Kohl .
Ford Kyl Smith (NH)
Graham Lautenberg
NOT VOTING—2

Jeffords Lieberman

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote by which the
conference report was agreed to.

I move to lay that motion on the
table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
1998—CONFERENCE REPORT

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the concurrent resolution.
Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, we
are going to vote on the budget resolu-
tion in just a moment.

I want to announce that the House
passed the Senate budget resolution 333
to 99. We passed it 78 to 22.

I believe the reason we have not got-
ten a balanced budget in the past is we
have not had a President and a Con-
gress in accord. And I think we are
going to get a balanced budget.
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In recent years, however, the obsta-
cles to the Federal budget have been
primarily a question of finding a work-
ing consensus between the Executive
and the Congress. Today we have a con-
sensus on this issue. Of course, each of
us along might have designed the plan
differently, but then we might have
had a consensus. Yes I personally think
we should have done more in entitle-
ment spending programs that still
threaten the foundation of this house
we build today, but for today we must
do what we can to. And I ask you to
vote as you did on May 23 and adopt
this conference agreement.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We yield all the
time we had.

Mr. DOMENICI. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. STE-
VENS). Is there a sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the con-
ference report. On this question, the
yveas and nays have been ordered, and
the clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont [Mr. JEFFORDS]
is necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Vermont
[Mr. JEFFORDS] would vote ‘“‘yea.”

Mr. FORD. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Connecticut [Mr. LIEBERMAN]
is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 76,
nays 22, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 96 Leg.]

YEAS—T6
Abraham Dorgan Lugar
Akaka Durbin Mack
Baucus Feingold McCain
Bennett Feinstein McConnell
Biden Ford Mikulski
Bingaman Frist Moseley-Braun
Bond Glenn Murkowski
Boxer Gorton N
Breaux Graham 11\\I/Ilu1ray
ickles

Brownback Grassley X

Reid
Bryan Gregg
Burns Hagel Robb
Byrd Harkin Roberts
Campbell Hatch Rockefeller
Chafee Hutchinson Roth
Cleland Hutchison Santorum
Cochran Inouye Sessions
Collins Johnson Shelby
Conrad Kempthorne Smith (OR)
Coverdell Kerrey Snowe
Craig Kohl Stevens
D’Amato Landrieu Thurmond
Daschle Lautenberg Torricelli
DeWine Leahy Warner
Dodd Levin Wyden
Domenici Lott

NAYS—22
Allard Helms Sarbanes
Ashcroft Hollings Smith (NH)
Bumpers Inhofe Specter
Coats Kennedy Thomas
Enzi Kerry Thompson
Faircloth Kyl Wellstone
Gramm Moynihan
Grams Reed
NOT VOTING—2

Jeffords Lieberman

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote.

Mr. BENNETT. I move to lay that
motion on the table.
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