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Senate and use your leverage. It looks
like this is one of those times.

Mr. President, let me conclude on a
more positive note. I hope that my col-
leagues in the majority party will send
this bill to the President today. I hope
that it will come back to us right
away, and I ‘‘hope and pray,’’ in the
words of the Chaplain, that we will
reach agreement and pass a disaster re-
lief bill and that we will get help to
people in Minnesota and in the Dako-
tas.

Mr. President, these are good people,
really good people. They have really
been through a lot and they deserve
our help. They don’t deserve what we
are doing to them right now.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
while it has been called to my atten-
tion that, in speaking quickly, I might
have also called the leadership a disas-
ter. That was not my intention.

I will make sure that my remarks do
not reflect that. I think it is a disaster
here, what is going on. But I want to
make it clear that nothing I said was
intended in that way.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
THOMAS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized to speak as if in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in
morning business. The Senator may
proceed.

f

THE EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I know
there is some misunderstanding over
what is happening right now in terms
of this emergency supplemental, and I
believe maybe some clarification would
be in order.

The very distinguished Senator from
Minnesota spent 30 minutes expressing
his anxiety over the passage of this
emergency supplemental legislation.
Let me assure you, Mr. President, if
you were listening to that, that there
are not any people in North Dakota or
in Minnesota right now who are going
without the emergency provisions that
are authorized. And, as a matter of
fact, there are some things that won’t

really be done, such as the outright re-
placing of infrastructure and some of
those things.

So it is not as if those people are
being ignored. It is not as if we went
off and took a vacation during the time
that was happening.

But I think it is important to men-
tion a couple of other things that are
in this emergency supplemental. I am
hoping that the President won’t veto
it. It is not at all unusual that the bill
is not sent to the President. If it were
sent to the President after it was only
passed on Thursday night, by Monday
morning, then, that would probably set
some new kind of a record around here.
Things don’t move that fast. There is
nothing unusual about the fact that
this bill has not been sent to the Presi-
dent. But this presupposition that the
President is going to veto it, I think, is
really wrong. I think the President will
have to look very closely at whether or
not he wants to veto this emergency
legislation.

For one thing, it is the President
that got us into the situation that we
are in in Bosnia right now. But we
should never have sent troops over to
Bosnia when you have a military budg-
et that is suffering and while we have
great threats that are out there to send
troops on humanitarian missions and
peacekeeping missions all around the
world where we don’t have strategic in-
terests at stake.

I can remember 18 months ago stand-
ing on this floor when the President of
the United States said that the cost in
Bosnia would be somewhere between
$1.5 and $2 billion. At that time I said,
‘‘I bet it will be $8 billion before it is
over.’’ Guess what? It is already pass-
ing through $6.5 billion. And some of
the money that is in this emergency
supplemental is going to be going to
support the effort in Bosnia. It has al-
ready been paid.

But this is replenishing, the same as
it is up in North Dakota and for some
of the flood victims. They have been
addressed. Problems have been ad-
dressed. Of course, we do need to re-
plenish that emergency fund, which we
intend to do.

But I think the main thing is the
idea that the President is going to
automatically veto this. I think you
know that the automatic continuing
resolution is on this, which I think is
very, very good. It wasn’t too long ago
that the President shut down the Gov-
ernment and blamed the majority
party for it, and if we had this continu-
ing resolution in place, that couldn’t
happen again. All we want to do is to
be sure that we are going to be able to
carry on Government and let Govern-
ment operate in the event there is an
impasse between Congress and the
President of the United States on some
appropriations bills. That is exactly
what this is all about. So, if we had the
continuing resolution that is passed,
which is a part of this emergency sup-
plemental legislation, then the con-
tinuing resolution will provide that

Government won’t shut down, that it
will continue to operate at last year’s
funding level, which I think is very
reasonable. We don’t want to shut
down Government. That way, we can
ensure it won’t happen. That is all in
this emergency supplemental.

So I am hoping, of course, that the
President doesn’t use the automatic
continuing resolution as an excuse to
veto this bill, because if he does, what
he is saying is, I want Government to
be able to be shut down. It is as simple
as that.

Lastly, I say that I have the utmost
respect for the Senator from Min-
nesota. Quite often you see different
philosophies expressed on this floor. Of
course, his is quite different than mine.
I think the basic difference is that
when we look at money that Govern-
ment spends, we look at it as coming
from the taxpayers rather than just
some big pot of money that is owned by
Government. So we have conservatives
and we have liberals. And the distin-
guished Senator from Minnesota, Sen-
ator WELLSTONE, is very liberal, and we
are very conservative.

So this is a forum where those things
can be heard. I think, in good time, the
President will get this emergency sup-
plemental, and I am certainly hopeful
that the President will not veto the
supplemental.

I yield the floor.
Mr. President, I suggest the absence

of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to

call the roll.
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
INHOFE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to speak as if in morning business
for about 5 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THOMAS. I appreciate very
much the Senator from West Virginia
yielding to give me the opportunity to
do this.

f

FREEDOM FROM GOVERNMENT
COMPETITION ACT

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to talk about a prob-
lem that I think we have in this coun-
try in terms of the organization of
Government, in terms of the future
role of Government, in terms of where
we want to be with respect to Govern-
ment and the private sector, and spe-
cifically Government’s competition
with the private sector. This competi-
tion, of course, takes many forms, but
the basic premise is that the Federal
Government provides commercial
goods and services in-house instead of
going to the private sector and con-
tracting out for these needs. This is
called insourcing, and it leads to larger
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