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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Robert Baggott IlII,
Wayzata Community Church, Wayzata,
MN, offered the following prayer:

Will you pray with me.

O God our help in ages past, our hope
for years to come, our shelter from the
stormy blast and our eternal home. We
pause in these early morning hours to
offer our prayer to You and to ask that
You bend an ear and listen.

We come praying for the people of
this great country, America. Those
who work, study, love, and play from
sea to shining sea. As decisions are
contemplated by this esteemed body,
may we remember the faces of these
people who punch the timeclock, drive
the tractor, write the brief, and teach a
child. It is their passion, their hope,
and vision that keeps America great.
May we never forget them.

We would also pray for our dream of
America, entrusted to us by our Found-
ers to guard, exercise, and live the
dream that all would live in harmony
and justice would prevail. That individ-
uals would not be judged by race, reli-
gion, or economic plight, but rather
would be judged by who they are as
children of God.

And we would also pray for these
wise Members empowered with the
awesome responsibility of keeping our
American dream alive. Grant them
courage when the road is rough, clarity
when confusion reigns, but most of all,
wisdom and decisiveness when deci-
sions call.

We would ask these things in Your
name, O God, the one who inspires us
all. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. TURNER] come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. TURNER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain twenty 1-minutes on each side.

THE REVEREND ROBERT BAGGOTT
111, GUEST CHAPLAIN

(Mr. RAMSTAD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, we are
privileged to have the Reverend Robert
Taylor Baggott Ill of Wayzata, MN, as
our guest chaplain today. Bob Baggott
is the senior minister of my home
church, Wayzata Community Church,
and a close personal friend. Bob is a
highly respected member of the clergy
and a person of great spirituality who
has touched many lives throughout our
Nation.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, Bob Baggott
was brought up in a Baptist church in
Georgia. Bob is well known for his in-
spirational and insightful speaking. He
is a product of one of the great preach-
ing seminaries in our Nation, New Or-
leans Seminary. Reverend Baggott has
a remarkable record of community
outreach and religious stewardship
across this land, from New Orleans and
Atlanta to Chicago and Miami to Min-
nesota.

Bob Baggott started his ministry at
Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, then
received his masters of divinity degree
and served as associate pastor at a

Baptist church in Atlanta. From there
he accepted a call from Plymouth Con-
gregational Church in Miami, where he
founded the New Life Family Shelter.

Also in Miami, Reverend Baggott
served as trustee of Miami Interfaith
Counseling as well as community serv-
ices, Christian Community Services,
that is, on top of chairing the United
Protestant Appeal in Miami.

Little wonder then, Mr. Speaker,
that Bob Baggott was voted Man of the
Year by the Miami Christian Commu-
nity Agency.

Reverend Baggott was also chosen as
guest preacher at the National Cathe-
dral here in Washington in 1989 to
speak at the anniversary service for
the victims of the Pan Am flight 103
tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Baggott came
to Wayzata, MN, our community, after
serving as senior minister at First Con-
gregational Church in Naperville, IL.
Bob also currently serves on the Na-
tional Clergy Advisory Board for the
Chicago Theological Seminary.

Bob and his wife Beth, who is visiting
with us today and sitting in the gal-
lery, are both children of ministers.
Bob’s father is a retired senior minister
of a large Baptist church in Bir-
mingham, AL. Beth’s father is a retired
Lutheran pastor. Beth and Bob are the
proud parents of Taylor who is here
today on the floor. Taylor is an 11-
year-old hockey player who is going to
be a great one in Minnesota, and Pey-
ton, who is with Beth in the gallery,
his beautiful 6-year-old sister.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great pleasure
and privilege for me to welcome the
Reverend Robert Taylor Baggott IlI
and his family to the House today, and
we offer him our heartfelt thanks for
serving as our guest chaplain.
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