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Mr. KYL. Mr. President, the purpose
of this amendment—and this is really a
very simple amendment that I think
specific language will be worked out on
with members of the committee and
hopefully could be included as part of
the managers’ amendment—is simply
to ensure that the President of the
United States receives direct and ob-
jective and unencumbered advice re-
garding the safety and reliability and
security of the U.S. nuclear force from
the directors of the national labora-
tories and the members of the Nuclear
Weapons Council.

Just one bit of background here.
Both the national laboratories and the
Nuclear Weapons Council are supposed
to give the President advice about the
safety, reliability, and security of our
nuclear force. For them to be able to
do that in an objective way, they obvi-
ously need to tell it as it is, “‘tell it
like it is,” without any fear that they
are not adhering to any party line with
respect to those issues.

This, in effect, extends the Gold-
water-Nichols-like protection that has
previously been provided to members
of the armed services, the Joint Chiefs,
for example, to the lab directors and
the members of the Nuclear Weapons
Council so they can give the President
unvarnished, objective, accurate infor-
mation, and that information can also
come to the Congress, all for the pur-
pose of enabling us to set proper na-
tional policy with respect to our nu-
clear weapons.

Mr. President, I will have more to
say about this later. As I said, I hope
the amendment can be worked on and
included as part of the managers’
amendment. We will discuss this
amendment further later.

Mr. GRASSLEY addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 9 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. GRASSLEY per-
taining to the introduction of S. 996
and S. 997 are located in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
seeks time?

Mr. GRASSLEY. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 88, S. 936, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for fiscal year 1998:

Trent Lott, Strom Thurmond, Jesse
Helms, Pete V. Domenici, R.F. Ben-
nett, Dan Coats, John Warner, Spencer
Abraham, Thad Cochran, Larry E.
Craig, Ted Stevens, Tim Hutchinson,
Jon Kyl, Rick Santorum, Mike
DeWine, Phil Gramm.

Mr. LEVIN. Would the majority lead-
er yield?

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I yield to
the distinguished manager of the bill
on that side of the aisle.

Mr. LEVIN. I want to thank the ma-
jority leader for yielding. I have had a
brief conversation with the majority
leader because we are in a rather un-
usual situation where there will be no
rollcall votes, further rollcall votes,
until late tomorrow, and that we will
be then having a whole series of roll-
call votes that could occur I believe as
early as 5 o’clock tomorrow afternoon,
or whatever the UC reads.

But in my conversation with the ma-
jority leader, I was led to believe—and
I think this would be very helpful—
that if we are making good progress on
getting rollcall votes late tomorrow
and the next day, that there is a possi-
bility at least that there will be no
need to proceed with the cloture vote
on Thursday. And I want to thank him
for that.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if I could
respond.

Of course you always have the option
of vitiating a cloture vote. My only
goal is trying to get this very impor-
tant legislation moved through to com-
pletion this week. I know that that is
the desire on both sides of the aisle. I
am concerned about the number of
amendments that have been suggested,
as many as 150 first-degree amend-
ments. I know a lot of those will fall
very quickly once we start moving
through the process and getting to the
end of the week. But I certainly will
consult with the Democratic leader,
with the Senator from Michigan, and
Senator THURMOND, to see how we are
doing. And we can take that into con-
sideration when we get to Thursday
and see what the prospects are at that
time.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the majority
leader.

Mr. LOTT. This cloture vote will
occur sometime Thursday unless it is
vitiated. I will consult with the Demo-
cratic leader for the exact time of the
vote.

I do ask unanimous consent that the
mandatory quorum under rule XXII be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S6989

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that there be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting treaties and sundry
nominations which were referred to the
appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-2390. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a rule entitled ‘‘Tuberculosis in Cattle
and Bison”’, received on June 30, 1997; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-2391. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Annual Report for fiscal year
1996 under the Youth Conservation Corps
Act; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-2392. A communication from the Rail-
road Retirement Board, transmitting, a draft
of proposed legislation entitled ‘‘Railroad
Retirement and Railroad Unemployment In-
surance Amendments Act of 1997°; to the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.

EC-2393. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations Policy Management Staff,
Office of Policy Food and Drug Administra-
tion, Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
of a rule entitled ‘“Medical Devices; Reclassi-
fication of the Infant Radiant Warmer”’, re-
ceived on June 27, 1997; to the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources.

EC-2394. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Regulations Policy Manage-
ment Staff, Office of Policy, Food and Drug
Administration, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report of a rule entitled ‘‘Indirect
Food Additives: Adhesives and Components
of Coatings; and Adjuvants, Production Aids,
and Sanitizers”, received on June 27, 1997; to
the Committee on Labor and Human Serv-
ices.

EC-2395. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Housing Finance Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report of
the Federal Home Loan Banks and the Fi-
nancing Corporation for calendar year 1996
under the Chief Financial Officers Act; to
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-2396. A communication from the Direc-
tor Morale, Welfare and Recreation Support
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