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The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Father, this is a day for re-
joicing over the manifold good things
You have given us. Help us to take
nothing and no one for granted. As we
move through this day, help us to savor
the sheer wonder of being alive. Thank
You for giving us the ability to think,
understand, and receive Your guidance.
We praise You for the people You have
placed in our lives. Help us to appre-
ciate the never-to-be-repeated miracle
of each personality.

We are grateful for the challenges we
have before us, which compel us to de-
pend on You more. Thank You, too, for
the opportunities that are beyond our
ability to fulfill so that we may be
forced to trust You for wisdom and
strength to accomplish them. We re-
joice over Your daily interventions to
help us; we even rejoice in our prob-
lems, for they allow You to show us
what You can do with a life entrusted
to You. Rather than pray, ‘“‘Get me out
of this,” help us to pray, ‘“‘Lord, what
do You want me to get out of this?”
Then free us to rejoice in the privilege
of new discoveries.

Today, gracious Lord, we express our
sympathy to Senator DANIEL AKAKA on
the loss of his brother, the Reverend
Abraham Akaka, who made such a
great impact on the State of Hawaii.
Bless this family in their time of need.

And so, Lord, in all things, great and
small, we rejoice in You, gracious Lord
of all. Through our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The

able majority leader, Senator LOTT
from Mississippi, is recognized.

Senate

Mr. LOTT. Thank you, Mr. President.

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we have
the opportunity this week, I believe, to
complete action on the Interior appro-
priations bill and on the Food and Drug
Administration reform package. There
has been a lot of work done on FDA,
and I believe a consensus is evolving.
Hopefully, within a day or day and a
half, we could complete action on that
bill this week. And if time permits, we
will also take up the D.C. appropria-
tions bill which would be the last of
the 13 appropriations bills the Senate
needs to pass.

Today, though, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2107, the In-
terior appropriations bill. As an-
nounced earlier, there will be no roll-
call votes today. Any votes ordered on
amendments to this bill, H.R. 2107, will
be set aside to occur at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader in
consultation with the minority leader.
Presumably, that would be in the
morning, hopefully even early in the
morning. The Senate will be able,
hopefully, to conclude debate on the
Interior bill by Tuesday. We have one
of our most outstanding chairmen who
is managing this bill. I think this one
is going to be a handful for him, but
they have worked out a number of
issues. I feel like we will be able to get
an early resolution and complete ac-
tion on the Interior appropriations bill.
Members are encouraged to contact the
managers of the bill to schedule floor
action on any possible amendments. I
hope Members will not wait until
sometime Tuesday afternoon or late
Tuesday night, or whenever, when it is
convenient for them to drop by if they
have any amendments. If you have a
good amendment, you get more atten-
tion, you get a better chance to have it
properly considered and even get a vote
if you show up early for work and offer
your amendment.

As Members are aware, then, there
will only be one appropriations bill
left, and we will take it up later on this
week or the D.C. appropriations bill
will come up perhaps early next week.
We need Members’ cooperation in
scheduling floor action, and we will at-
tempt to conclude action on both these
bills this week. We will notify the
Members when rollcall votes are agreed
to.

Under rule XXII, all first-degree
amendments to S. 830, that is the FDA
reform bill, must be filed by 1 p.m.
today. I want to remind Members of
that deadline.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention, and I wish the chairman and
manager of the bill, the great Senator
from the State of Washington, good
luck in completing his work.

I yield the floor, Mr. President.

————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). Under the previous order, the
Senate will now resume consideration
of H.R. 2107, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2107) making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1998.

The Senate resumed consideration of

the bill.
EXCEPTED COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ON PAGE 46,
LINE 15
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

pending question is the committee
amendment on page 46, line 15.

The distinguished Senator
Washington is recognized.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, the ma-
jority leader has already pointed out
what he hopes will be the schedule in
connection with this and other bills
during the course of the week. As he
said, there will not be any votes on any
amendments to this bill today, but

from
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