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not only natural resource and environ-
mental protection, but to also promote
economic development and the protec-
tion of our historical, cultural, and rec-
reational resources.

In my own State of Maryland, and
throughout the entire Potomac water-
shed, a broad coalition of local govern-
ments, private citizens, businesses, and
others, known as the Friends of the Po-
tomac, has mounted a concerted effort
to nominate the Potomac. This coali-
tion is striving to make ‘“‘Our Nation’s
River” one of the first 10 designated
American heritage rivers, and I fully
support and encourage their efforts.

Mr. President, the American heritage
rivers initiative is simply an effort to
better coordinate and leverage existing
Federal resources. The Council on En-
vironmental Quality, participating
agencies and departments already have
congressionally provided authority and
responsibility to carry out this pro-
gram. I urge my colleagues to join me
in opposing this amendment.e

———

THE 50-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
THE KSEN RADIO STATION IN
SHELBY, MT

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to salute the KSEN radio station
in Shelby, MT, for 50 years of service to
the Golden Triangle area in north cen-
tral Montana.

As a former broadcaster, I applaud
KSEN for the valuable service they
provide to the Shelby area, especially
to the agricultural community. KSEN
works hard to provide the area with
farm and market reports, weather,
local news, and sports broadcasting as
well as national programs. KSEN radio
is a very important tool for the area’s
farmers and ranchers.

KSEN radio has won more broad-
casting awards than any other station
in Montana and is the smallest market
in the United States to receive the
Crystal Award from the National Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters for its out-
standing public service.

Congratulations to Mr. Jerry Black
and the staff at KSEN radio in Shelby,
MT, for a fabulous 50 years of service
to our great State.®

——

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President,
today, I want to pay tribute to an im-
portant institution in the Wisconsin
State Legislature on its 50th anniver-
sary: the Wisconsin Legislative Coun-
cil.

The legislative council was created
as a joint committee of the State legis-
lature in 1947, charged with convening
special committees each biennium to
study the more complex, controversial
or sometimes tedious but necessary
legislative issues, and to develop legis-
lative solutions. The unique aspect of
the council’s directive has been to
identify and appoint knowledgeable
Wisconsin citizens to work alongside
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legislators to craft bills, often recodi-
fying whole chapters of the statutes at
a time.

The Wisconsin Legislative Council is
derived from the same Wisconsin Idea,
fostered by the Progressives in the
early part of this century, that created
the Congressional Research Service.
Senator ‘‘Fighting Bob’’ LaFollette
saw the importance of having non-
partisan, professional staff provide re-
search, analysis and bill-drafting to
legislative bodies. The Wisconsin
version, which has been the model for
many other State legislatures, further
improves on the concept by setting up
a mechanism for open discussion and
citizen participation directly in the de-
velopment of legislative solutions in
subjects selected by a bicameral body
every 2 years.

Since its inception, the joint legisla-
tive council has overseen 426 individual
studies, conducted by not only State
legislators but also including over 6,000
Wisconsin citizens as full voting mem-
bers of committees. These committees
are staffed by the legislative council
staff under the direction of the joint
legislative council. These nonpartisan
professional staff members further sup-
port the work of the legislature by
staffing committees, providing re-
search and analysis to individual legis-
lators and their staff, and performing a
technical review of all proposed State
regulations.

Many of the members of the Wis-
consin congressional delegation have
had the experience of serving on legis-
lative council committees—I served on
three, once as chairman of a study
committee reviewing laws on inter-
state sales and use taxes.

On its 50th anniversary, I am pleased
to pay tribute to Wisconsin’s Joint
Legislative Council and the dedication
of the legislative council staff. May
they continue their service to the state
for many years to come.®

————
DAVID SCHMELTZER

e Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, today I
rise to honor a truly outstanding, dedi-
cated public servant—David
Schmeltzer. Dave is retiring from the
Federal Government after 35 years of
service, including 25 years at the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
where he is the Director of the Office of
Compliance. Over the years I have been
fortunate to have gotten to know Dave
personally. A native New Yorker, he
received a bachelor of arts degree from
Long Island University in 1957. He at-
tended Brooklyn Law School with my
dear friend Larry Elovich, and became
a member of the New York Bar after
graduating in 1960. I want to wish
Dave, his wife Louise, and their son
Daniel and his family the best of luck
on this happy occasion.

David Schmeltzer has had a truly re-
markable career in Federal service. I
am unaware of anyone with Dave’s ex-
perience and knowledge when it comes
to product safety regulation and en-
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forcement. At the U.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, in addition to
his current position as Director of the
Office of Compliance, Dave has served
as both Deputy General Counsel and
Acting General Counsel. Before joining
the Commission in 1973—at its incep-
tion, I should note—Dave served as the
Assistant Chief Counsel for Enforce-
ment and Administrative Law with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration. He has also served as the
Vice Chairman for the International
Consumer Health and Safety Organiza-
tion Symposium [ICPHSO] and is pres-
ently on ICPHSO’s executive com-
mittee.

While the list of Government posi-
tions Dave has held is quite impressive,
it does not begin to measure his con-
tributions in improving product safety
for all Americans of all ages, from in-
fants to our seniors. Dave has never
been someone who has ducked the
tough calls, and he has been willing to
take the heat for doing so when many
others would have run away. He has al-
ways been fair and balanced in exer-
cising his judgment, a real straight
shooter. The results speak for them-
selves. On behalf of those consumers
who have been spared the pain of a loss
or devastating injury to a child or
other loved one, I want to thank Dave
Schmeltzer for his years of service and
wish him well in his future endeavors.e

——————

COMMEMORATING THE
INDEPENDENCE OF ARMENIA

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the sixth anniversary of
Armenian Independence.

With the fall of the Soviet Union, Ar-
menians were quickly faced with the
possibility of realizing a vision which
they had long sought—independence.
On September 21, 1991, Armenia held a
referendum to decide its future. More
than 94 percent of Armenia’s eligible
voters turned out to support independ-
ence. Two days later, on September 23,
the Armenian Parliament made the
people’s desire official when it declared
Armenia’s independence from the So-
viet Union.

The historic vote for independence on
September 21, 1991, has far greater sig-
nificance when examined in light of Ar-
menia’s modern history. Throughout
the last century, the Armenian people
have experienced incredible hardship
and tragedy in their efforts to rule
themselves. Armenia began the 20th
century under the control of the Otto-
man Turks. Ottoman Turk rule turned
savage at the beginning of World War 1
when it waged a government-organized
genocide on the Armenians. During the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-23, 1.5 mil-
lion people perished as the Ottoman
Turks tried to permanently silence Ar-
menian calls for independence.

Following the defeat of the Ottoman
Turks in World War I, Armenians were
able to briefly fulfill their wishes of
independence. On May 28, 1918, the Re-
public of Armenia was established.
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