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Mr. President, as you know, that legis-
lation, called the James Guelff Body
Armor Act, is currently included in S.
10, the juvenile crime bill now before
the Senate, and I should say thanks to
the chairman of the committee, Sen-
ator HATCH.

Less than 1 month ago, police in Ta-
coma, WA, faced a man with an SKS
assault rifle. The man fired on police
and struck Officer William Lowry
twice, killing him. The rifle, police
say, was modified to carry a high-ca-
pacity magazine and to fire automati-
cally.

Last February, in Los Angeles, two
would-be bank robbers took on approxi-
mately 350 police officers from 5 agen-
cies in a major shootout in Hollywood,
Los Angeles. The criminals were armed
with three fully automatic Norinco as-
sault weapons, modeled after the AK–
47, an import from China, a fully auto-
matic HK–9 imported from Germany, a
fully automatic Bushmaster assault
weapon modeled after the banned AR–
15, and a semiautomatic Berreta 9-mil-
limeter pistol. These weapons had all
been altered to be made fully auto-
matic.

The perpetrators wore body armor
from their neck to their ankles, even
going so far as to duct tape body armor
to any part of their body that could
possibly be exposed. They fired 1,100
rounds of ammunition from high-ca-
pacity magazines that could hold as
many as 50 bullets, taping them to-
gether in a unique way so that they
can be replaced quickly in a style used
by soldiers in combat. They wounded 11
police officers and 7 civilians before
being shot and killed.

This has been shown on many tele-
vision shows. There is footage of it
from beginning to end. I can tell you,
the streets resemble a war zone. Police
on the scene were so outgunned that
they had to go to a nearby gun store
and ‘‘borrow″ assault-type weapons in
order to match the gunmen’s firepower.
Governor Wilson has now provided
weapons to police departments which
are fully automatic, again escalating
the battle on our streets.

In addition to Officers Guelff and
Lowry, Officer William Christian of
Washington, DC, was killed with a
MAC–11 in 1995;

Officer John Novabilski of Prince
Georges County, MD, killed with a
MAC–11 in May 1995;

Officer John Norcross of Haddon
Heights, NJ, killed with an AK–47 in
April of 1995;

Officer Timothy Howe of Oakland,
killed with an AK–47, April 1995;

Officer Daniel Doffyn of Chicago,
killed with a TEC–9, March 1995;

Officer Henry Daly, Washington, DC,
killed with a TEC–9, November 1994;

Officer Michael Miller of Washington,
DC, killed with a TEC–9 in November
1994.

Officer Martha Dixon-Martinez of
Washington, DC, killed with a TEC–9 in
November 1994.

Officer Julio Andino-Rivera, of Puer-
to Rico, killed with an AR–15 in Sep-
tember 1994;

Officer Dan Calabrese of Winslow
Township, NJ, killed with an Uzi in
June of 1994;

And a case I often use, a rookie po-
lice officer in Los Angeles on her first
call, the top rookie of her class,
Christy Hamilton, killed with an AR–15
responding to a domestic violence call.

These weapons are not designed for
sporting purposes. They are not de-
signed for hunting. They are the weap-
ons of choice for grievance killers, for
gangs, and for those who go up against
the police.

They are designed to kill large num-
bers of people in combat, just as the
Uzi and the Galil were designed for the
Israeli military to do just that. They
have no place on the streets of a civ-
ilized society.

Israel has been a friend and an ally to
the United States, a friendship I and
other Members of this body have
strongly supported. It is my personal
hope—and I have written to Prime
Minister Netanyahu and expressed
this—that a nation that understands,
perhaps better than most, the para-
mount importance of any government’s
responsibility to ensure the safety and
security of its people will understand
that there is a moral issue at stake
here that far outweighs any commer-
cial value the sale of these weapons
holds for their country.

There is a munitions manufacturer
owned by the State of Israel. And by
advancing this export, the Israeli Gov-
ernment is putting the official impri-
matur of its people on the commercial
sale of weapons designed, not for hunt-
ing but for combat, not to protect but
to kill.

It is my earnest hope that the Israeli
Government will respond to these
importunings and will lead the way in
and set an example for others to follow.

More than 4,000 people were killed by
gang violence in Los Angeles alone in
one 5-year period—1991 to 1995—gangs
that all too often use these kinds of
weapons to terrorize and control neigh-
borhoods.

We do not need more of these weap-
ons on our streets.

As I said, I have asked Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu to personally inter-
vene to stop the export of these weap-
ons to the United States.

I have personally had the oppor-
tunity to discuss this with the Israeli
Ambassador to the United States. Once
again, I appeal to the Prime Minister’s
sense of what is right and, in the best
interest of our continued friendship
and the mutual security of our two
people, to please prevent this sale.

It is important also to understand
that we are not singling out only those
weapons being exported by Israel. I
have requested information on semi-
automatic rifles that have been ap-
proved for importation from more than
17 other countries that may have simi-
lar military features which distinguish
them from the traditional definition of
a sporting rifle.

To the extent that any other such
weapons are discovered, and if such

weapons are manufactured by Govern-
ment-owned entities as is the case with
these weapons, I will be making the
same request of those government lead-
ers as well.

In the meantime, 30 of us now urge
President Clinton to use his executive
authority to temporarily suspend this
importation of weapons and to direct
the ATF to use the traditional sporting
purposes standard in determining
whether any semiautomatic assault
weapons should be approved for impor-
tation to the United States.

I thank the Chair, and I yield the
floor.

Mr. FAIRCLOTH addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business with Senators permitted
to speak for up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

CASTRO’S CUBA IS A CRUEL AND
FULL-BLOWN PURGATORY

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I have at
hand an impressive article detailing
the oppression that the people of Cuba
have long suffered, and still suffer to
this day. It was written by Carrol Fish-
er of Salisbury, NC, and I decided that
it should be made available to all Sen-
ators—and to others who are concerned
about the dictatorship 90 miles off our
shores.

Carrol Fisher is a World War II Navy
veteran whose first visit to Cuba was in
1944. He fell in love with the island and
its people, including the young lady
who became his wife 40 years ago. He
and Mrs. Fisher [Sonia] returned to
Cuba recently to visit his seriously ill
sister-in-law. During that visit, he ob-
served the degrading state of affairs in
Cuba, the results of Castro’s oppressive
military government.

When he returned to Salisbury, Mr.
Fisher wrote a detailed account of
what he had witnessed in Cuba. The ar-
ticle, published in the Salisbury (NC)
Post, counsels that the United States
under no circumstances should yield in
its opposition to Fidel Castro’s brutal
regime.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Mr. Fisher’s article be print-
ed in the RECORD and the conclusion of
my remarks.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
[From the Salisbury (NC) Post, Aug. 12, 1997]
CASTRO’S CUBA IS A CRUEL AND FULL-BLOWN

PURGATORY

(By Carrol J.W. Fisher)
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Carrol J.W. Fisher and his

wife, Sonia, who had not seen her native
Cuba for 38 years, were recently granted spe-
cial permission to visit Sonia’s seriously ill


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T17:29:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




