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Mr. THOMAS changed his vote from
“nay’’ to ‘“‘yea.”

So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call vote No. 466, | was unavoidably de-
tained in New Jersey attending funeral
services for Florence Rothman. Had I
been present, | would have voted ‘“‘yes.”’

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2203,
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT  APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1998

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 254 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 254

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2203) making appropriations for energy
and water development for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration
are waived. The conference report shall be
considered as read.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). The gentlewoman from Ohio [Ms.
PRYCE] is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. MOAKLEY],
the distinguished ranking member of
the Committee on Rules, pending
which | yield myself such time as |
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only and should
be limited to debate on the issue at
hand.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 254
provides for the routine consideration
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of the fiscal year 1998 energy and water
development appropriations bill. The
resolution waives all points of order
against the conference report and
against its consideration. The rule pro-
vides that the conference report should
be considered as read.

Let me begin my congratulating the
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
McDADE] and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. FAzio] for ably guiding the
energy and water appropriations bill
through conference. The product of
their hard work is a fiscally respon-
sible conference report that spends $1.9
billion less than the President re-
quested, once again demonstrating to
the taxpayers that this Congress is se-
rious about cutting waste and
prioritizing our spending.

Mr. Speaker, | believe this bill does
an excellent job of accurately assessing
our Nation’s energy and water needs,
adjusting the administration’s request
for water resources infrastructure. For
example, the conference report pro-
vides funding for important flood con-
trol activities of the Army Corps of En-
gineers, a need that was definitely
brought to light by the devastating
floods that ravaged the South and Mid-
west last winter and throughout this
past spring.

I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
McDADE] and the subcommittee for
their continued support of the West Co-
lumbus flood wall project. In 1913, 1937,
and 1959, melting snow and heavy rains
caused the Scioto River to overflow its
banks. The resulting catastrophic flood
caused the loss of many lives, de-
stroyed homes and businesses, and
damaged millions of dollars’ worth of
residential and commercial property.
Ensuring a continued Federal commit-
ment to this project is essential to pro-
viding the West Columbus community
peace of mind and a real measure of
protection from the looming threat of
destructive floods. There are examples
all across our Nation of exactly the
same situation found in this conference
report.

I would also note that the conference
report continues our commitment to
downsizing and streamlining the Fed-
eral Government by imposing a number
of management reforms on the Depart-
ment of Energy, all designed to keep
the Department focused, efficient, and
accountable to the taxpayers. There
are more than a few of my colleagues
who view the Department of Energy as
the epitome of wasteful bureaucracy
that has outgrown its original limited
purpose. How the Department responds
to the reforms implemented by this bill
will send an important message to Con-
gress about what the future of this
agency should be.

In the meantime, the conference re-
port will provide the necessary DOE
funds for basic scientific research, ac-
celerated cleanup of contaminated
DOE sites, maintenance of our Nation’s
nuclear weapons stockpile, and a con-
tinuation of solar renewable energy
programs.
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