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Coats Mikulski 

The motion to lay on the table the 
motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 
move to reconsider the vote by which 
the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. NICKLES. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, it appears 

that the Senator from Texas, Senator 
GRAMM, is not prepared at this time to 
give agreement on the DOD authoriza-
tion conference report. 

In an effort to try to resolve the 
depot issue, it seems to me that having 
endless motions to postpone consider-
ation of the conference report is not 
constructive at this time. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. LOTT. Having said that, I now 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to the conference report to 
accompany H.R. 1119, the National Defense 
Authorization Act: 

Trent Lott, Strom Thurmond, Wayne 
Allard, Pat Roberts, Judd Gregg, Rob-
ert F. Bennett, Rod Grams, Spencer 
Abraham, Don Nickles, John Ashcroft, 
Rick Santorum, Tim Hutchinson, Paul 
Coverdell, Bob Smith, James Inhofe, 
Chuck Hagel, and John Warner. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this clo-
ture vote, for the information of all 
Senators, will occur on Friday. If clo-
ture is not invoked on Senator COVER-
DELL’s A-plus education savings ac-
count bill, all Senators will be notified 
as to the time of the cloture votes, and 
we will discuss that with the Demo-
cratic leader to be able to inform the 

Members on Thursday about what time 
these cloture votes will occur. 

Did the Senator wish to comment? 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, for the 

purposes of scheduling, could I inquire 
of the majority leader, is this the last 
vote anticipated tonight, given the 
schedule? 

Mr. LOTT. I believe that would be 
the last vote tonight, given the sched-
ule. 

We have some other matters we are 
working on on the Executive Calendar 
that may require some recorded votes. 
But in view of some other meetings 
that are occurring, we will have to 
schedule those. We will try to schedule 
them early in the morning. I will con-
sult further with you on that. 

Mr. President, I now withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, may we 
have order? 

What was the motion? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-

tion was to withdraw the motion to 
proceed. 

Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask that 
there be a period for the transaction of 
morning business until 5:30 p.m. this 
evening with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BURNS. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FAIRCLOTH). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, is the 
Senate now in morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business. 

Mr. DORGAN. I ask consent to be al-
lowed to speak for as much time as I 
consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I know 
that there is some business that the 
majority leader will take up in a few 
moments. When he desires the floor I 
certainly will yield to him. But I want-
ed to take this moment to describe a 
couple of the things that I think we 
still need to do, unfinished items, be-
fore the Senate leaves following this 
first session of this Congress. Among 
those is the issue of campaign finance 
reform, which we have been debating 
back and forth here for some long 
while. There is not any reason, in my 
judgment, that we cannot take up and 

at least have a vote on the substance of 
campaign finance reform. 

Second, it seems to me that we can-
not leave town without having done 
something on a highway reauthoriza-
tion bill. I know there are some who 
say we brought a highway bill to the 
floor of the Senate and we had plenty 
of opportunity and now we had to pull 
it, but I want to make the point the 
bill that was brought to the floor of the 
Senate was brought here under proce-
dures designed to block legislation, not 
pass legislation. And we have a respon-
sibility, whether it is a 6-month bill or 
a 6-year bill, we have a responsibility 
to address the issue of highway con-
struction and the highway reauthoriza-
tion bill. So my hope is that through 
negotiation the leaders of the Demo-
crats and the Republicans here in the 
Senate can deal with both of these 
issues in a thoughtful way. 

But I did want to make the point 
that we also are probably going to deal 
with the issue called fast-track trade 
authority in the coming week or so. To 
the extent we do that, I want Members 
of the Senate to understand this will 
not be an easy issue. There are a num-
ber of us here in the Senate who feel 
very strongly about the issue of trade. 
It is not a circumstance where we be-
lieve that our country should put walls 
around the country and prevent im-
ports from coming in, or that we 
should ignore the fact that we now live 
in a global economy or that we should 
decide, somehow, that trade is not part 
of our economic well-being, it is unim-
portant—that is not the case at all. 
Trade is very important. It is a criti-
cally important component of this 
country’s ability to grow and to pros-
per. But the right kind of trade is im-
portant, not the wrong kind of trade. 

The wrong kind of international 
trade in this country is trade that re-
sults in ever-increasing, choking trade 
deficits, because those deficits, now to-
taling nearly $2 trillion, trade deficits 
which in this last year were the largest 
merchandise trade deficits in the his-
tory of this country—in fact, that was 
true for the last 3 years and will be 
true at the end of this coming year— 
the largest merchandise trade deficits 
in this country. To the extent that is 
the kind of trade we are involved in, 
trade that is not reciprocal, trade that 
is not two-way trade that is fair, trade 
that substantially increases our defi-
cits and takes American jobs and 
moves them abroad and overseas—that 
is not trade that is beneficial to our 
country. Many of us feel it is time for 
us to have a debate on the floor of the 
Senate about what is fair and what is 
unfair trade. 

I have said many times that it is 
very difficult to have a discussion 
about trade. A discussion about inter-
national trade quickly moves into a 
thoughtless ranting by those who say 
there is only one credible view on trade 
and that is the view of free trade. You 
are either for free trade or you are 
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