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A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION AMEND-
ING RULES OF THE HOUSE TO
REPEAL EXCEPTION TO RE-
QUIREMENT THAT PUBLIC COM-
MITTEE PROCEEDINGS BE OPEN
TO ALL MEDIA
Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee

on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105–382) on the resolution (H.
Res. 301) amending the Rules of the
House of Representatives to repeal the
exception to the requirement that pub-
lic committee proceedings be open to
all media, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 4(b)
OF RULE XI WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS
Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee

on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105–383) on the resolution (H.
Res. 305) waiving a requirement of
clause 4(b) of rule XI with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 4(b)
OF RULE XI WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS
Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee

on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105–384) on the resolution (H.
Res. 306) waiving a requirement of
clause 4(b) of rule XI with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.
f

PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE—DIS-
MISSAL OF CONTEST IN 46TH
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA UPON
EXPIRATION OF NOVEMBER 7,
1997
Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a

question of the privileges of the House,
and I send to the desk a privileged res-
olution (H. Res. 307) pursuant to clause
2 of rule IX and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore [Mr.
KINGSTON]. The Clerk will report the
resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:
Whereas, Loretta Sanchez was issued a cer-

tificate of election as the duly elected Mem-
ber of Congress from the 46th District of
California by the Secretary of State of Cali-
fornia and was seated by the U.S. House of
Representatives on January 7, 1997; and

Whereas A Notice of Contest of Election
was filed with the Clerk of the House by Mr.
Robert Dornan on December 26, 1996; and

Whereas the Task Force on the Contested
Election in the 46th District of California
met on February 26, 1997 in Washington, D.C.
on April 19, 1997 in Orange County, California
and October 24, 1997 in Washington, D.C.; and

Whereas the House Oversight Committee is
now persuing a duplicate and dilatory review
of materials already in the Committees pos-
session by the Secretary of State of Califor-
nia; and

Whereas the Task Force on the Contested
Election in the 46th District of California
and the Committee have been reviewing
these materials and has all the information
it needs regarding who voted in the 46th Dis-
trict and all the information it needs to
make judgements concerning those votes;
and

Whereas the Committee on House Over-
sight has after over nine months of review
and investigation failed to present credible
evidence to change the outcome of the elec-
tion of Congresswoman Sanchez and is pur-
suing never ending and unsubstantiated
areas of review; and

Whereas, Contestant Robert Dornan has
not shown or provided credible evidence that
the outcome of the election is other than
Congresswoman Sanchez’s election to the
Congress; and

Whereas, as a member of Congress whose
election in 1994 was won by far smaller a ma-
jority than that which Ms. Sanchez won the
46th District race in 1996.

Whereas, as an immigrant myself who
proudly became a U.S. citizen in 1972, I be-
lieve that this Republican campaign of in-
timidation sends a message to new citizens
that their voting privilege may be subverted.
We should encourage new voters not chill
their enthusiasm.

Whereas, the Committee on House Over-
sight should complete its review of this mat-
ter and bring this contest to an end and now
therefore be it;

Resolved, That unless the Committee on
House Oversight has sooner reported a rec-
ommendation for its final disposition, the
contest in the 46th District of California is
dismissed upon the expiration of November 7,
1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution presents a question of the
privileges of the House.

Pursuant to the rule, the gentle-
woman from Oregon [Ms. FURSE] will
be recognized for 30 minutes and the
gentleman from California [Mr. THOM-
AS] will be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oregon [Ms. FURSE].

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in 1996, Congresswoman
LORETTA SANCHEZ was elected by the
people of the 46th Congressional Dis-
trict of California. There was a re-
count. The California Secretary of
State confirmed that Congresswoman
SANCHEZ had won that election. Yet for
over 10 months, the Republican leaders
have used every tactic to deny Con-
gresswoman SANCHEZ that victory.

Mr. Speaker, this is a Nation of im-
migrants. This is a Nation of people
who came to the shores to participate.
This is a Nation of immigrants eager to
participate, eager to give their voice to
this great democracy. Mr. Speaker, I
understand this because I, too, was an
immigrant. I came to this country in
1972. I was proud to become a citizen
and proud to cast a vote in an election.

Then in 1992, I became a Member of
Congress. That is the way it is sup-
posed to work, Mr. Speaker, in this
great democracy.

It is a disgrace that new voters, new
citizens are being questioned in this
campaign against Congresswoman
SANCHEZ. Let us not forget, this is a
campaign not just against Congress-
woman SANCHEZ, this is a campaign
against new immigrants. This is a cam-
paign against new citizens. It is a dis-
grace.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is the second time
we come together on the floor to pro-
vide an opportunity to respond to reso-
lutions which, frankly, contain erro-
neous material, inflammatory mate-
rial, material that simply ought not to
be presented on the floor of the House,
in this gentleman’s judgment, in the
way in which it is presented.

I am quite pleased to announce to
Members some developments that have
occurred since the last time we were on
the floor. If Members recall, I reported
to them that in the months that they
have outlined it has taken us to at-
tempt to get to the bottom of this, I in-
dicated to them that not one Democrat
staffer had signed a statement of con-
fidentiality. They had chosen not to
participate in a meaningful way in doc-
uments that we wanted to make sure
did not get out so that the charge that
they make falsely, that we were at-
tempting to intimidate individuals, did
not get, quote-unquote, leaked.

I am pleased to say that all of the
key Democrat staffers, members of the
Democratic staff, have now signed
statements of confidentiality. That is a
major step forward. I wish they had
done it 9 to 10 months ago so we could
share the information that we know. I
will tell Members tonight, they are
going to receive some of that informa-
tion.

But I think for just a minute or two,
we need to understand how we got here.
There were phone calls to the Orange
County Registrar of Voters. People
said they knew that people who voted
were not citizens. There was a follow-
up examination by the election au-
thorities. There was sufficient and
credible evidence filed with the Orange
County District Attorney for the Or-
ange County District Attorney to sub-
poena records of groups who were sup-
posed to be educating documented
aliens in the process to become citi-
zens, the very process that the gentle-
woman from Oregon indicated occurred
to her. Of course, we know what hap-
pened in her case. She did it in the
right order. She became a citizen, and
then she voted.

The record shows that there were
people in the 46th Congressional Dis-
trict who voted before they became
citizens. There were many people who
did this on the advice of people who,
frankly, chose to mislead these people
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