S11760

(Four trillion, seventy billion, one hun-
dred eighty-five million).

Ten years ago, November 4, 1987, the
Federal debt stood at $2,392,996,000,000
(Two trillion, three hundred ninety-
two billion, nine hundred ninety-six

million).
Fifteen years ago, November 4, 1982,
the Federal debt stood at

$1,145,846,000,000 (One trillion, one hun-
dred forty-five billion, eight hundred
forty-six million) which reflects a debt
increase of more than $4 trillion—
$4,286,525,961,282.81 (Four trillion, two
hundred eighty-six billion, five hundred

twenty-five million, nine hundred
sixty-one thousand, two hundred
eighty-two dollars and eighty-one

cents) during the past 15 years.

U.S. FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION
FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 31

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the
American Petroleum Institute reports
that for the week ending October 31,
the United States imported 7,986,000
barrels of oil each day, 948,000 barrels
more than the 7,038,000 imported each
day during the same week a year ago.

Americans relied on foreign oil for
55.6 percent of their needs last week,
and there are no signs that the upward
spiral will abate. Before the Persian
Gulf war, the United States obtained
approximately 45 percent of its oil sup-
ply from foreign countries. During the
Arab oil embargo in the 1970’s, foreign
oil accounted for only 35 percent of
America’s oil supply.

Anybody else interested in restoring
domestic production of oil? By U.S.
producers using American workers?

Politicians had better ponder the
economic calamity sure to occur in
America if and when foreign producers
shut off our supply—or double the al-
ready enormous cost of imported oil
flowing into the United States—now
7,986,000 barrels a day.

FIRST LADY’S VISIT TO IRELAND
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, last
week the First Lady visited Dublin and
Belfast. When the President and the
First Lady visited those cities 2 years
ago, they received a warm welcome
from the people of Ireland and North-
ern lIreland, and Mrs. Clinton was
warmly received on her return visit
last week.

During her visit, she emphasized the
President’s commitment to peace in
Northern Ireland. All friends of Ireland
in the United States are grateful for
the continuing interest and involve-
ment of the President and the First
Lady in this issue, which is of such
great importance to so many Ameri-
cans.

In Dublin on October 30, Mrs. Clinton
spoke warmly of her previous visit in
1995 and the continuing strong commit-
ment of the United States to the peace
process.

At the University of Ulster in Belfast
on October 31, Mrs. Clinton delivered a
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lecture named in honor and in memory
of Joyce McCartan, a courageous
woman of peace whom the First Lady
had met during her visit 2 years ago,
and who had inspired many other
women in Northern lIreland to take up
the cause of reconciliation.

I believe my colleagues will be inter-
ested in Mrs. Clinton’s eloquent re-
marks about the positive role of
women in Northern Ireland and around
the world in the search for peace and
hope and opportunity. | ask unanimous
consent that the First Lady’s remarks
in Dublin and Belfast be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the re-
marks were ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS OF THE FIRST LADY
DUBLIN CASTLE; DUBLIN, IRELAND
October 30, 1997

Thank you very much, it is such a great
pleasure for me to be back and | must tell
you that although my visit is far too brief,
my husband is very jealous. He is green with
jealousy, and as | left this morning, he said
“tell everyone’’—as though | would have a
chance to tell the entire populace—how
much he wishes he could be here as well.

It has been as, we have heard, nearly two
years since we were here, and | don’t think
we will ever have a better time anywhere
than we did here. The warmth of the greet-
ing and the outpouring at College Green are
images that we think about and talk about
in our house all the time. It is wonderful to
be back here in this Castle, and | am espe-
cially pleased that since our visit, Ireland
hosted here, the European Union leaders, to
such success.

Much has happened in the Northern Ire-
land peace process since my husband was
here. An IRA cease-fire broke down but was
restored, and in this precious peace almost
all the key parties of the conflict are sitting
down to discuss substantive issues. There is
a new government in Ireland, led by the
Taoiseach, and this government has built on
the determination of its predecessor to keep
the political momentum moving toward a
negotiated settlement.

But I've been especially pleased to see,
since my visit, how Ireland has continued to
prosper. It has been wonderful to read, as |
have, of the important progress that has
been made, not only in the peace process but
in the move toward prosperity, on this is-
land. | was very moved to have a visit just a
few days ago in the White House from Mary
Robinson, and | know that the polls have
closed and you are about to elect her succes-
sor. She has moved from being your Presi-
dent to being in the forefront of human
rights, another example of Irish leadership.

Dublin as you know has an important crit-
ical role in producing a settlement. As my
husband said two years ago on College
Green, America will be with you as you walk
the road of peace. We know from our own ex-
perience that making peace among people of
different cultures is the work of a lifetime.
My husband and I, and all who stand with
you, are under no illusions that reaching an
agreement will be easy. There are centuries
of feelings behind each side’s arguments, and
events of the past 27 years have left wounds
that are still raw.

I would like to highlight two themes on
this short visit here and then tomorrow in
Belfast—compromise and reconciliation.
When the people want peace, it is the obliga-
tion of political leaders to find the common
ground where it can thrive. It involves post-
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poning or even giving up cherished ideals in
the belief that others will do the same to end
conflict and build a better future. All sides
must compromise and seek this common
ground in the weeks and months ahead.

I want, on behalf of the President, to pay
tribute to both sides of the border and the
community divide, who have worked so hard
in recent years to bring about reconciliation
in the wake of this bitter conflict, and |
want to mention women in particular.
Women have paid a heavy price for the social
turmoil generated by the troubles, and it
therefore comes as no surprise that women
are leading the efforts towards a lasting
peace. Tomorrow, in Belfast, | will honor one
such woman, Joyce McCartan, whom | was
privileged to meet on my visit. The National
Women’s Council of Ireland has launched a
project in collaboration with partners in
Northern Ireland called ‘“Making Women
Seen and Heard.” It features workshops de-
signed to empower women who are politi-
cally and socially marginalized. These work-
shops held on both sides of the border are a
tangible example of what can be done to fos-
ter communication and reconciliation.

The United States will continue to do its
part to support the peace process. My hus-
band remains personally committed to this
effort and to those who take risks to make
peace happen. We are also fortunate to have
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, who has
contributed so much to the relationship be-
tween our countries, to Ireland, and to the
peace process. Be assured that the United
States is your partner for the long haul.

I want to thank you also for the warm hos-
pitality extended to my daughter during her
private visit in June. She was able to come
with a friend and just a few other keepers,
and enjoy the people and the beauty of your
country, and | am grateful to you for that. |
also must tell you that my husband has been
practicing his golf, looking at his calendar
searching for a date that will enable him to
return here with a seven-iron in hand. I hope
that that is not too far off in the distance,
and that he will have the opportunity that |
have now to greet you personally, to thank
you for your friendship and your support,
and to wish you Godspeed in the many im-
portant efforts that you are undertaking
today.

Thank you very much.

REMARKS OF THE FIRST LADY AT JOYCE
MCCARTAN MEMORIAL LECTURE
UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER; BELFAST, NORTHERN
IRELAND
October 31, 1997

Thank you, Thank you very much, Chan-
cellor. I am delighted to be here at this uni-
versity. | want to thank the university for
this invitation, Robert Hanna, Professor Sir
Trevor Smith, Pro Vice Chancellor, and Pro-
vost Ann Tate. And I'm especially pleased
that | could be joined today by the United
States Ambassador to the Court of St. James
Philip Lader, U.S. Counsel General Kathleen
Stevens, and Senator George Mitchell, who
is here in the room with us.

I want to welcome all of you because | feel
so very welcome here, but particularly, a
special welcome to the family, friends and
associates of Joyce McCartan who have
joined us today.

It is a great personal pleasure and honor
for me to be back in Northern Ireland and to
reunited with some of the courageous women
and men | first met when | came here two
years ago with my husband. The sights and
sounds and emotions of that visit, the light-
ing of the Christmas Tree outside City Hall,
our walk from Guild Hall Square to
Shipquay Street, Protestants and Catholics
working side by side at the Mackey Metal
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