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living, and much greater educational 
opportunities. There is a greater open-
ness, and tremendous economic devel-
opment. There is also a gradual low-
ering of tariffs and opening of borders. 

Our relationship with China is not 
without its strains. Taiwan, for exam-
ple remains the number one issue of 
sensitivity for China. The Chinese view 
it as a fundamental issue of sov-
ereignty. I think the Administration 
understands this, and is firmly com-
mitted to the One China policy. 

But otherwise, all issues remain ne-
gotiable and subject to the enterprise 
of diplomacy conducted at the highest 
levels. In this regard, the summit was 
definitely a step forward. For that rea-
son, my colleagues and I submit this 
resolution to recognize the achieve-
ments of the summit, and to express 
our support for President Clinton’s in-
tention to make a return visit to China 
next year. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED 

THE RECIPROCAL TRADE 
AGREEMENT ACT OF 1997 

REED AMENDMENT NO. 1613 

Mr. REED proposed an amendment to 
the bill (S. 1269) to establish objectives 
for negotiating and procedures for im-
plementing certain trade agreements; 
as follows: 

Amend section 2(b) after section 2(b)(15) to 
add the following new paragraph: 

(16) The principal negotiating objective of 
the United States regarding the environment 
is to promote adherence to internationally 
recognized environmental standards. 

Amend section 10 at the end, to add the fol-
lowing new definition: 

(7) Internationally Recognized Environ-
mental Standards—The term ‘‘internation-
ally recognized environmental standards’’ in-
cludes— 

(A) mitigation of global climate change; 
(B) reduction in the consumption and pro-

duction of ozone-depleting substances; 
(C) reduction in ship pollution of the 

oceans from such sources as oil, noxious bulk 
liquids, hazardous freight, sewage, and gar-
bage; 

(D) a ban on international ocean dumping 
of high-level radioactive waste, chemical 
warfare agents, and hazardous substances; 

(E) government control of the transbound-
ary movement of hazardous waste materials 
and their disposal for the purpose of reducing 
global pollution on account of such mate-
rials; 

(F) preservation of endangered species; 
(G) conservation of biological diversity; 
(H) promotion of biodiversity; and 
(I) preparation of oil-spill contingency 

plans. 

f 

THE ADOPTION PROMOTION ACT 
OF 1997 

CRAIG AMENDMENT NO. 1614 

Mr. CRAIG proposed an amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 867) to promote the 
adoption of children in foster care; as 
follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Promotion of Adoption, Safety, and 
Support for Abused and Neglected Children 
(PASS) Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—REASONABLE EFFORTS AND 

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR FOSTER 
CARE AND ADOPTION PLACEMENTS 

Sec. 101. Clarification of the reasonable ef-
forts requirement. 

Sec. 102. Including safety in case plan and 
case review system require-
ments. 

Sec. 103. Multidisciplinary/multiagency 
child death review teams. 

Sec. 104. States required to initiate or join 
proceedings to terminate paren-
tal rights for certain children 
in foster care. 

Sec. 105. Notice of reviews and hearings; op-
portunity to be heard. 

Sec. 106. Use of the Federal Parent Locator 
Service for child welfare serv-
ices. 

Sec. 107. Criminal records checks for pro-
spective foster and adoptive 
parents and group care staff. 

Sec. 108. Documentation of efforts for adop-
tion or location of a permanent 
home. 

TITLE II—INCENTIVES FOR PROVIDING 
PERMANENT FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN 

Sec. 201. Adoption incentive payments. 
Sec. 202. Adoptions across State and county 

jurisdictions. 
Sec. 203. State performance in protecting 

children. 
TITLE III—ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 

AND REFORMS 
Sec. 301. Expansion of child welfare dem-

onstration projects. 
Sec. 302. Permanency planning hearings. 
Sec. 303. Kinship care. 
Sec. 304. Clarification of eligible population 

for independent living services. 
Sec. 305. Reauthorization and expansion of 

family preservation and sup-
port services. 

Sec. 306. Health insurance coverage for chil-
dren with special needs. 

Sec. 307. Continuation of eligibility for 
adoption assistance payments 
on behalf of children with spe-
cial needs whose initial adop-
tion has been disrupted. 

Sec. 308. State standards to ensure quality 
services for children in foster 
care. 

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

Sec. 401. Preservation of reasonable par-
enting. 

Sec. 402. Reporting requirements. 
Sec. 403. Sense of Congress regarding stand-

by guardianship. 
Sec. 404. National Voluntary Mutual Re-

union Registry. 
Sec. 405. Reduction in medicaid matching 

rate for skilled professional 
medical personnel. 

TITLE V—EFFECTIVE DATE 

Sec. 501. Effective date. 

TITLE I—REASONABLE EFFORTS AND 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR FOSTER 
CARE AND ADOPTION PLACEMENTS 

SEC. 101. CLARIFICATION OF THE REASONABLE 
EFFORTS REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(15) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(15)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(15) provides that— 
‘‘(A) in determining reasonable efforts, as 

described in this section, the child’s health 
and safety shall be the paramount concern; 

‘‘(B) reasonable efforts shall be made to 
preserve and reunify families— 

‘‘(i) prior to the placement of a child in fos-
ter care, to prevent or eliminate the need for 
removing the child from the child’s home 
when the child can be cared for at home 
without endangering the child’s health or 
safety; or 

‘‘(ii) to make it possible for the child to 
safely return to the child’s home; 

‘‘(C) reasonable efforts shall not be re-
quired on behalf of any parent— 

‘‘(i) if a court of competent jurisdiction has 
made a determination that the parent has— 

‘‘(I) committed murder (which would have 
been an offense under section 1111(a) of title 
18, United States Code, if the offense had oc-
curred in the special maritime or territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States) of another 
child of the parent; 

‘‘(II) committed voluntary manslaughter 
(which would have been an offense under sec-
tion 1112(a) of title 18, United States Code, if 
the offense had occurred in the special mari-
time or territorial jurisdiction of the United 
States) of another child of the parent; 

‘‘(III) aided or abetted, attempted, con-
spired, or solicited to commit such murder 
or voluntary manslaughter; or 

‘‘(IV) committed a felony assault that re-
sults in serious bodily injury to the child or 
another child of the parent; 

‘‘(ii) if a court of competent jurisdiction 
determines that returning the child to the 
home of the parent would pose a serious risk 
to the child’s health or safety (including but 
not limited to cases of abandonment, tor-
ture, chronic physical abuse, sexual abuse, or 
a previous involuntary termination of paren-
tal rights with respect to a sibling of the 
child); or 

‘‘(iii) if the State, through legislation, has 
specified cases in which the State is not re-
quired to make reasonable efforts because of 
serious circumstances that endanger a 
child’s health or safety; 

‘‘(D) if reasonable efforts of the type de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) are not made as 
a result of a determination made by a court 
of competent jurisdiction in accordance with 
subparagraph (C)— 

‘‘(i) a permanency planning hearing (as de-
scribed in section 475(5)(C)) shall be held for 
the child within 30 days of such determina-
tion; and 

‘‘(ii) reasonable efforts shall be made to 
place the child in a timely manner in accord-
ance with the permanency plan, and to com-
plete whatever steps are necessary to finalize 
the permanent placement of the child; and 

‘‘(E) reasonable efforts to place a child for 
adoption or with a legal guardian or custo-
dian may be made concurrently with reason-
able efforts of the type described in subpara-
graph (B);’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
472(a)(1) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 672(a)(1)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘for a child’’ before 
‘‘have been made’’. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
part E of title IV of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 670 et seq.), as amended by this 
Act, shall be construed as precluding State 
courts from exercising their discretion to 
protect the health and safety of children in 
individual cases, when such cases do not in-
clude aggravated circumstances, as defined 
by State law. 
SEC. 102. INCLUDING SAFETY IN CASE PLAN AND 

CASE REVIEW SYSTEM REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

Title IV of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) is amended— 
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