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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ““A concur-
rent resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that the United States should
fully participate in EXPO 2000 in the
year 2000, in Hannover, Germany, and
should encourage the academic com-
munity and the private sector in the
United States to support this worth-
while undertaking.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 626, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | missed the
vote on rollcall No. 626, the sense of Con-
gress regarding U.S. participation in EXPO
2000 in Hannover, Germany. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”
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FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS, 1998

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations be discharged
from further consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 104) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 1998, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Louisi-
ana?

Mr. OBEY. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. Speaker, under my reserva-
tion it is my understanding that the
gentleman is attempting to bring to
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the House a 1-day CR. | would like to
ask a number of questions so that all
Members might understand where we
are at and where we expect to be about
2 days from now.

Could I first inquire if the gentleman
could inform Members what the ex-
pected schedule is tonight?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. | yield to the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, the
Majority Leader does not appear to be
on the floor, and | am not prepared to
address the entire schedule. | do know
that it is the intent of the leadership
to bring up the fast track some time
tonight, and the appropriations bills
that remain have to be taken up. In-
cluded among them are the Commerce-
Justice-State bill, which is being
conferenced, as the gentleman knows,
simultaneously with the activities on
the floor. The District of Columbia bill,
which passed the House, is being enter-
tained by the Senate, and the foreign
operations bill is pending, having been
fully conferenced, and is awaiting the
decision to move forward with many is-
sues, among them being the U.N. popu-
lation planning issue.

Mr. OBEY. Further reserving the
right to object, Mr. Speaker, and | real-
ly do not want to object, but my lead-
ership on this side of the aisle has
asked that we try to elicit some under-
standing of what the schedule is to-
night. Members have a right to know
what the expectation is about when
fast track is going to be taken up, they
have a right to know whether further
legislation will be taken up after fast
track tonight, and they also have a
right to know whether we are intend-
ing to be here tomorrow, whether
Members will, in fact, be able to get
back for Veterans Day or not, whether
there are going to be further con-
ferences tonight.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask is there not
someone from the leadership on the
gentleman’s side of the aisle who can
tell us what the story is, because,
frankly, | have had two or three Mem-
bers over here who are indicating they
are inclined to object to consideration
of the CR without that information.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Would the gen-
tleman yield further?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield to
the gentleman from Louisiana.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, |
certainly share the gentleman’s zeal to
end the process and to finish this ses-
sion of the 105th Congress, and | know
that Members have lots of things that
they would like to do and simply to re-
turn to home.

However, | might add that if the gen-
tleman objects, the fact is that we will
not have a continuing resolution to
keep the Government in operation
after midnight tonight, and certain
Government activities will close down.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, if | could re-
claim my time under the reservation,
let me simply say that is not so. The
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