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Right. | wonder if the reforms the
other side has in mind will continue to
consider taking foreign money as a
crime.

DEFINING VOTE ON EDUCATION

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, last
week this House took a defining vote
for public schools in this country. By a
vote of 228 to 191, we defeated a risky
voucher scheme to take tax money out
of our public schools to finance private
schools. | am pleased my colleagues
took this stand in defense of our school
children and our Nation’s public
schools. Taking tax money out of our
public schools and giving it to private
schools and turning our backs on our
public schools is wrong.

I call on my colleagues to defend,
protect and strengthen our public
schools. As a cochair of the Education
Task Force, | know what we must do to
strengthen education for all of our
children. We must help set high stand-
ards of excellence in education. We
must empower teachers, parents, and
students to achieve these high stand-
ards. We must rebuild crumbling
schools and build new schools to re-
lieve overcrowding. We must strength-
en professional development for our
teachers. We must get back to the ba-
sics in core subject areas, and we must
encourage character education and en-
sure that every child can attend a
school that is safe from violence and
free of drugs.

This House did the right thing in de-
feating vouchers, and now we must
move forward to strengthen our public
schools for every child in America.

BIPARTISAN SPIRIT GOOD FOR
AMERICA

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, this con-
gressional session conclusion reminds
me of the wonderful changing seasons
on the Illinois prairie. Each year we
are amazed by the God-given change in
seasons, which works so well and even
survives the most intense of storms to
work together for the benefit of all of
us here on Earth. When this Congress
works together, it is like nature in har-
mony. We achieve much.

While much was done in this first
year of the 105th Congress, let us
pledge to come back and complete the
unfinished work which we will address
in the next year. Let us cut down a lit-
tle bit on the harsh rhetoric and the
stringent remarks. Let us just work to-
gether. It is good for all of us.

MEDICAID ATTENDANT
COMMUNITY SERVICES ACT

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to declare my enthusiastic
support for H.R. 2020, the Medicaid At-
tendant Community Services Act. This
bill is of vital importance, because in
all of our districts and throughout
America, there are hundreds and thou-
sands of people who have been taken
from their families, stripped of their
assets, and deprived of their basic
human rights because they have dis-
abilities or chronic health conditions.
Our current system of disbursing Med-
icaid funds encourages and rewards
this injustice.

I recently met with a group of my
constituents with disabilities that are
physically challenged. Many had lived
in nursing homes, not because they had
wanted to, but because our system
gave them no other choice. They sim-
ply want to live independently. H.R.
2020 will give them the opportunity to
do just that.

OUTRAGE OVER CRITICISM OF
MARINE CORPS

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
outrage. | may not be able to finish
this 1-minute, but | am reading an arti-
cle in this morning’s paper which says
“Top Army Woman Calls Marine Corps
‘Extremist.””’

‘“‘Sara Lister, the Army’s top person-
nel official, in a public forum called
the Marines ‘extremists’ and ‘a little
dangerous.’””’

“Mrs. Lister, the Assistant Secretary
of the Army for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs, also belittled the Marine Corps
uniform.”

Mrs. Lister told an October 26 semi-
nar, ‘““The Marines are extremists.
Wherever you have extremists, you get
some risk of total disconnection with
society, and that is a little dangerous.”

Mr. Speaker, let me just try to settle
down here for a minute and just quote
Gen. Charles Krulak, the Commandant
of the Marine Corps, when he said in
responding to this article, “Such a de-
piction would summarily dismiss 222
years of sacrifice and dedication to the
Nation. It would dishonor the hundreds
of thousands of Marines whose blood
has been shed in the name of freedom.
Citizens from all walks of life have
donned the Marine Corps uniform and
gone to war to defend this Nation,
never to return. Honor, courage, and
commitment are not extreme.”

Mr. Speaker, this is the most out-
rageous thing | have ever heard. Later
today | will be introducing a resolution
which will come to this floor calling
for this person’s resignation on behalf
of all marines.

MANAGED CARE REFORM NEEDED

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, as we end
this session of Congress, we need to cel-
ebrate our successes, but also recognize
our failures.

Many Americans are concerned about
the status of their health care. They
worry that in an emergency their man-
aged care provider will not pay for the
needed services. If a person has chest
pains, how do they know it is indiges-
tion instead of a heart attack? And
yet, managed care may not pay for it.
People are worried that nonmedical
professionals are making their medical
decisions instead of their doctors.

Congress should have passed a man-
aged care reform bill that protects pa-
tients and still keeps costs low. We
need to ensure that all managed care
patients are covered by consumer pro-
tections and have greater choice in de-
ciding the type of health care they re-
ceive.

If we truly believe in consumer
choice, we must give workers more
than the one option that their employ-
ers provide them, including greater ac-
cess to specialists.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are begin-
ning to believe they are being herded
through our health care system, and
they are starting to lose trust in it. We
should pass legislation next year that
provides needed consumer protections
for health care. We should have passed
it in 1997, but maybe we will do a bet-
ter job next year.

U.S. MARINES, ANYTHING BUT
EXTREMISTS

(Mr. GILCHREST asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.).

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, | too
would like to take a minute to address
the House on the words of Sara Lister,
the top personnel officer at the Penta-
gon for the U.S. Army, in her remarks
about naming Marines as ‘“‘extremists.”

What | would like to say is that I am
a former Marine. | enlisted when | was
18 years old because | wanted to see the
world. The people that I met through-
out the 4 years | served in the Marine
Corps in the middle 1960’s were any-
thing but extremists. For the most
part, they were gentle, young kids, who
wanted to find adventure, wanted to
serve their country, wanted to do
something. They were curious about
the world.

As they went through their service in
the Marine Corps, they raised money
for toys for poor children. In combat,
they put their life at risk delivering
babies. They found lepers in the jun-
gles, and they dealt with the strange
disease.

Mr. Speaker, the Marine Corps is
made up of individuals who are like
every average American.
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