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chamber at the end of this Congress,
they will have many, many works of
legislative achievement to look back
upon. For my money, this one will be
the hallmark. They have made a last-
ing contribution to the well-beings of
the children of this country and foster
care this morning. And again, I thank
them. And on behalf of the people of
this country, I thank them for this
good work.

Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to wrap up this
side of the aisle, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Also, I want to thank the gentleman
from North Dakota [Mr. POMEROY] for
that statement. He has been there. He
has lived it. He has done it. And I
thank him very much for coming here
today and telling us about it.

I also want to put on the RECORD the
fact that Sister Josephine Murphy, di-
rector of St. Anne’s Infant and Mater-
nity Home in Hyattsville, MD, has been
very, very helpful in bringing this piece
of legislation forward. As the gen-
tleman from North Dakota [Mr.
POMEROY] spoke from a permanent po-
sition, so did Sister Josephine tell us
about her day-in, day-out work with
children and the facts of the matter of
one child is returned to an abusive
home and how, in fact, that child
knows how wrong that is and the suf-
fering that is involved.

Mr. Speaker, our foster care system
is an extremely valuable safety net,
and I want to emphasize that. The fos-
ter care parents across this country are
doing valuable service for children who
cannot stay in their own birth homes,
and I salute them and thank them.

What this bill is about really,
though, is to have a child in a perma-
nent home. And where that safety net
is there in a foster care home, the child
knows when the home is not perma-
nent. When they go to school, they
know that the home they are in is not
a permanent home. And though they
are glad to be there in the safety of
that foster care home, what this bill
does is bring forward a safe harbor, a
place of permanency and love for this
child.

We have to state that the number of
children in foster care has almost dou-
bled over the last 12 years; 276,000 12
years ago, now twice that amount. And
more than 40 percent of foster children
stay in the system for more than 2
years. And when a child is 3 years old,
obviously that is much too much. This
legislation attempts to reverse this
trend by placing greater emphasis on
finding adoptive parents for children in
foster care.

The bill provides States with a finan-
cial incentive; $4,000 a child, $6,000 if it
is a hard-to-place child. This legisla-
tion requires States to remove barriers
to adoptions such as parental rights to
children who will never return to their
birth home.

This does not mean we intend to end
our Nation’s policy of keeping families
together. What this legislation leaves

intact is a so-called reasonable effort
requirement to help reunify families
and reauthorize the preservation pro-
gram for these families. But the bill
does attempt to identify situations in
which reunifying the family seems un-
wise or unlikely, such as when severe
abuse is taking place.

Let me quote one more time the
Washington Post, who summed it up
best when it said the bill ‘‘puts a new
and welcome emphasis on the chil-
dren.’’

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the remain-
der of my time.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I think there are so
many people who have been working on
this legislation. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut [Mrs. KENNELLY] men-
tioned Sister Josephine Murphy, whose
personal experience that she shared
with us in such a dynamic way both at
a press conference immediately preced-
ing this bill coming to the floor, as
well as before the committee. We had
so many wonderful witnesses give tes-
timony as to what is happening out
there and the tragedy of foster care as
opposed to getting people into adop-
tion.

I want to thank a few of the staff
people, too: Casey Bevan, whose experi-
ence in this area has been invaluable to
the committee. Deborah Colton, the
chief of staff on the Democrat side of
the subcommittee, has done a tremen-
dous job of cooperation, as, of course,
her boss, the gentleman from Michigan
[Mr. LEVIN] has done a tremendous job,
for which I am deeply appreciative;
and, of course, Ron Haskins, who is the
chief of staff on the Republican side
and the subcommittee. To all of them,
all of my colleagues know that we can-
not function with good legislation
without competent staff. The com-
petence has been tremendous in this re-
gard, and we certainly appreciate it.

I want to close at this time, Mr.
Speaker, in sharing with my colleagues
an article that was in the Orlando Sen-
tinel. I was in Orlando Monday night,
spending the night, and Tuesday morn-
ing. The headline in one of the lead sto-
ries in the Orlando Sentinel was a col-
ored picture of a baby who is des-
ignated as ‘‘Disney’s darling.’’ The rea-
son she was is that she was found in
the restroom in the Magic Kingdom,
actually in a toilet, where the mother
had left this poor child. They had to
give the child CPR. But I am pleased to
tell my colleagues that this child is
doing well. She is loved by the care she
is receiving now in the hospital. Her
mother is unknown, as, of course, her
father is, too. She has been named by
the people at the hospital as Baby Jas-
mine.

I think the House should reflect a
moment on the historic nature of what
we are doing today. Baby Jasmine has
a real good shot, in fact, I would say a
probability at this point, partly be-
cause of this legislation, that Christ-
mas of 1998 will find her with a real

family, her permanent family, a loving
family in which she will celebrate the
Christmas holidays. And that is a won-
derful thing to look forward to for
Baby Jasmine, as well as thousands of
other kids.

So when we approach the holiday
season next year, we will know that
this vote, this legislation, has been re-
sponsible for placing so many of these
kids in a permanent loving home.
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I want to close with the words of a 3-
year-old. I stated these words when the
original bill came to the House floor,
but I cannot think of any words that
express the meaning of what we are
doing today better than these words
from a 3-year-old. In meeting her adop-
tive family, the first family that she
had ever known in her 3 years, her first
comment, standing in front of them
with her hands on her hips, saying,
‘‘Where have you been?’’ ‘‘Where have
you been?’’

This bill is going to expedite this en-
tire process and it is going to bring
about the joy of adoption and the bond-
ing of a real family to so many kids.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. SHAW], that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, House Resolution 327.

The question was taken.
Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-

mand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 5 of rule I and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF LEGISLATION
TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER SUS-
PENSION OF THE RULES TODAY

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 314, the following
suspensions are expected to be consid-
ered today:

S. 738, Amtrak Reform and Account-
ability Act of 1997;

S. 562, Senior Citizen Home Equity
Protection Act;

H.R. 3025, a bill to repeal the Federal
charter of group hospitalization and
medical services;

And the FDA reform bill.
f

PROVIDING FOR AN EXCEPTION
FROM THE LIMITATION OF
CLAUSE 6(d) OF RULE X FOR THE
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT
REFORM AND OVERSIGHT

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 326 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 326
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution the Committee on Government
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