November 13, 1997

Today, one of the most effective treatments
in the fight against cancer is Bone Marrow
Transplantation. In the United States today,
approximately 25,000 patients receive bone
marrow transplants as curative treatment for
diseases such as lymphoma, leukemia, breast
cancer and ovarian cancer. That figure is ex-
pected to increase by 30 percent annually, as
physicians and researchers learn more about
how these debilitating and fatal diseases can
be cured with aggressive transplant therapy.
In addition, BMT therapy is also being actively
explored as a means of conferring resistance
to fatal viral infections, including HIV and also
for the amelioration of chronic disorders of the
immune system such as multiple sclerosis.

The City of Hope National Medical Center
and Beckman Research Institute is one of the
advanced BMT and stem cell treatment and
research centers in the world. Presently, City
of Hope is the largest provider of BMT serv-
ices in California, as well as the largest pro-
vider of BMT services to Hispanic Americans
in the United States. Innovative research and
development at City of Hope led to recent im-
provements in BMT technology which have re-
sulted in a dramatic shift of therapy from the
inpatient to the outpatient setting. This shift
has produced significant savings in the cost of
health care services and has increased patient
access to this lifesaving technology. Com-
plementing its BMT program, City of Hope has
the premier Radio-immunotherapy program in
the nation. The design, synthesis and produc-
tion of reagent grade radio labelled smaller
antibodies used in initial clinical trials have
successfully demonstrated improved efficacy
in targeting tumor cells. These synthetic mol-
ecules are now ready to be used to selectively
deliver deadly radioactivity to cancer cells
through out the body with low toxicity as part
of curative bone marrow transplantation.

The development of curative BMT/RI ther-
apy is expected to lead to clear increases in
cancer survivability rates and is expected to
greatly reduce the pain experienced by cancer
patients while tempering the often severe side
effects of current therapy. Because the major-
ity of BMT/RI therapy will be rendered in an
outpatient setting, its development is consist-
ent with the goal of achieving meaningful med-
ical breakthroughs without a concomitant exor-
bitant cost.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the efforts of City
of Hope National Medical Center to develop
this cutting edge treatment for cancer patients
and pledge to support their efforts to win Fed-
eral funding for this critical demonstration
when Congress returns in January. It is my
firm belief that such an investment would dem-
onstrate critical support by the Federal Gov-
ernment for a much needed and valuable re-
search and treatment program that could have
a curative effect on many forms of cancer
which affect American lives daily.

HONORING RUTH CALVERT
FITZGERALD

HON. JERRY WELLER
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ruth Calvert Fitzgerald, the president
and CEO of the Will County Chamber of Com-
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merce in Joliet, lllinois as she resigns from her
position of twelve years. Ruth is relocating to
California with her husband, Joe, in pursuit of
her passion to design jewelry.

Ruth made a decision in 1985 to leave her
position in Spartanburg, South Carolina to
take on the task of rebuilding a badly dam-
aged local economy in Will County, lllinois.
Ruth has an uncanny ability to forge relation-
ships with people, setting the foundation on
which to build the alliance and networks nec-
essary for progress. Solidifying a ring of sup-
port from local government officials, commu-
nity leaders, and private citizens, Ruth engi-
neered an economic recovery program which
serves as a model for any community working
to rebuild. Ruth has stressed the Joliet and
Will County communities away from impending
economic destruction to become what is now
the fastest growing county in lllinois.

With Ruth at the helm, Will County has seen
1000 new businesses locate in Will County. In
addition, 300 existing companies have ex-
panded their operations, creating a net in-
crease of 45,000 new jobs. Under Ruth’s lead-
ership, the Will County Center for Economic
Development has positioned itself as a major
force both locally and nationally. Overseeing
the largest privately funded economic develop-
ment program over attempted in lllinois, Ruth
has amassed quite a list of highlights for the
Will County CED. While being named one of
our nations top ten economic development
groups by the Industrial Development Re-
search Council, the Will County CED engi-
neered efforts to pass local school referen-
dums, launched a global marketing campaign,
created Will County’s first comprehensive
shelter for the homeless, and created the Will
County Chamber of Commerce as a vehicle to
impact public policy.

Our community is dearly indebted to Ruth
and will benefit from her hard work and suc-
cesses for many generations. Mr. Speaker,
today | honor Ruth for her vision to believe in
our community when many turned their backs,
her ability to take an idea from conception to
completion and most certainly for the honor-
able way in which she has conducted herself.
I wish Ruth and her family all the best life can
provide as she begins another chapter in her
success story. Laguna Niguel, California is
gaining a tremendous servant.

THE DEATH TAX RELIEF ACT
HON. MAX SANDLIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce legislation that will improve the pros-
pects of every family owned and operated
farm, ranch, and business in America. These
small family farms and businesses are the
backbone of the Texas economy, and the es-
tate tax, often called the death tax, threatens
their continued existence. It is time to end this
tax—and my bill does just that.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture esti-
mates that farmers’ and ranchers’ estates are
six times more likely to face estate taxes than
others estates. In my travels around the 19
counties of the First Congressional District,
evidence of the accuracy of this estimation
pours forth. At nearly every stop | make, |
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hear horror stories from family members who
were forced to sell all or part of the family
farm just to pay estate taxes.

The death tax represents 1 percent of the
Federal tax revenues. However, the impact to
the taxpayers is far from insignificant. Not only
does this punitive tax cause financial problems
for families who are forced to sell property that
has been in the family for generations or busi-
nesses built over a lifetime, but also local
economies feel the impact as jobs disappear
and businesses close. Clearly, the social and
economic costs of the estate tax far outweigh
the revenue it provides for the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The time has come to end this ill conceived
tax. The tax that was originally intended to
break up huge family estates now inhibits the
passage of 70 percent of family businesses
from one generation to the next. We took
meaningful steps to reduce the burden of
death taxes on family farms and small busi-
nesses this year in the Taxpayer Relief Act.
The next step is to completely eliminate it and
free families from this burden forever.

IN HONOR OF ERNIE ANDERSON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legacy of Ernie Anderson, a beloved
television personality in the city of Cleveland.

During the 1960's, Ghoulardi, a character
created by Anderson, hosted Friday night hor-
ror movies on Cleveland’s Channel 8. The Fri-
day night movie immediately succeeded and
regularly drew a larger audience than Johnny
Carson and Steve Allen combined. Ghoulardi
also became a cult figure in Cleveland by en-
tertaining thousands of people every week.
Through mocking grade-Z horror movies and
injecting himself onto the screen to shout at
characters and join in the action, Ernie Ander-
son created a legacy of quality entertainment
and humor that television personalities still
strive to uphold today.

Ernie Anderson eventually moved to Califor-
nia, where he gained national recognition as
the man with the golden throat. After acting
and performing a comedy routine with Tim
Conway, Ernie became ABC’'s network an-
nouncer. During his time with ABC, Ernie’s
credits ranged from “The Love Boat” to
“Roots” and “The Winds of War.”

Throughout the years, Ernie Anderson’s dis-
tinctive and ftrailblazing style of entertainment
brought joy and happiness to millions of indi-
viduals across the country. My fellow col-
leagues, please join me in remembering Ernie
Anderson.

RECOGNITION OF JIMMY K.
MELVER AS NORTHEAST EL
PASOAN OF THE YEAR FOR 1996

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
recognize Jimmy K. Melver as the Northeast
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