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shape the content of media coverage of poli-
tics. The media can be the check on mis-
conduct and tyranny by government, expose
public officials’ errors and abuses, inform
public policy, and improve the quality of de-
mocracy. The problems with the media
should be dealt with by the media and the
people rather than the government.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Cleveland Society of Poles on its
75th Anniversary. This non-profit organization
is dedicated to financially assisting groups and
individuals training in the arts. Members of the
Society consist of business people and profes-
sionals in the Cleveland area.

The Society is striving to make 1998, its
75th Anniversary year, the best ever. Numer-
ous charitable, civic, and educational groups
as well as individuals will benefit from the
commitment the Cleveland Society of Poles
and its members have made to promoting the
arts. In turn, the Cleveland community benefits
from the organization’s continued support of
the arts by seeing its cultural, educational, and
economic vitality grow and flourish.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Cleve-
land Society of Poles.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Sgt. Edward
D. Cardoza upon his retirement from the
Milpitas Police Department which is located in
Milpitas, CA, in California’s 13th Congres-
sional District.

Sgt. Cardoza began his career in law en-
forcement in 1968 after receiving an honorable
discharge from the United States Air Force
and attending college. On October 27, 1969,
he was transferred to the Milpitas Police De-
partment. He was promoted to corporal in
1974 and then to the rank of sergeant in 1982.

During his 29 years with the Department,
Sgt. Cardoza served in many different areas.
He showed interest early in his career in the
K–9 program. He was a K–9 officer for several
years before becoming the coordinator of the
K–9 Department where he has served as co-
ordinator for the last ten years. He was a pa-
trol sergeant for several years. In this capacity
he was responsible for supervising other po-
lice personnel in their response to the needs
of our citizens. He also worked in the detec-
tive bureau and the youth service bureau and
was instrumental in starting the police re-
serves program.

For the past 3 years, Sgt. Cardoza has
been serving as a traffic sergeant. In this ca-
pacity he has worked closely with city traffic

engineers to help reduce the traffic accident
rate for the city of Milpitas. Recently he was
instrumental in the conception, design, and im-
plementation of the Department’s DUI enforce-
ment trailer which will be used to assist in the
reduction of the incidence of drunk driving.

Sgt. Cardoza has also been an active mem-
ber of the community—through his service on
the youth service bureau of the Department,
he became involved in many of our commu-
nity’s youth programs. He coached PAL base-
ball, YBA basketball, and little league. He has
also served on the board of directors for Santa
Clara PAL, Milpitas PAL, and treasurer for
BMX.

During his years of service, Sgt. Cardoza
received over 70 letters of appreciation and
commendation from the citizens of Milpitas
and from numerous branches of government.

Mr. Speaker, on January 30, 1998, Sgt.
Cardoza will be honored by family, friends,
colleagues, and members of the community
on the occasion of his retirement from the
Milpitas Police Department. I applaud him for
his 29 years of distinguished public service to
our community. His dedication and commit-
ment will be sorely missed and I wish him luck
in all of his future endeavors.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating Black History
Month. I would like to take a moment to reflect
on the courageous leadership and civic duty
that has shaped the communities of New York
throughout the years. Now, as we approach
the new century, New Yorkers of all ethnic
backgrounds will face a new set of economic,
social and political challenges. If we stop and
recognize the perseverance of African-Ameri-
cans in times of change, their record of com-
mitment to the pursuit of prosperity, integrity
and opportunity for their families and friends
and community at-large speaks for itself.

The tireless work of community and reli-
gious leaders in guiding African-American
communities have done much to improve the
quality of life in our city. I am proud to honor
this important occasion where African-Ameri-
cans join hands to acknowledge their accom-
plishments and contributions to our society
and the world.

The level of civic participation in today’s cul-
ture is depressingly low among average Amer-
ican citizens. I am always inspired by the com-
munity spirit and leadership I witness from Af-
rican-Americans in New York. Our society
would be a better place if more Americans
emulated the civic duty and moral strength of
our African-American counterparts. I hope that
Black History Month is recognized and hon-
ored by citizens of all backgrounds. I honor
the work, vision and courage of my African-
American friends and colleagues in Congress
and throughout New York. May our city con-
tinue to be honored with your leadership.

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD T. ROBIN-
SON, SR.—FIRST EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR OF THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, on November 8,
1997, Howard Theodore Robinson, Sr., the
first Executive Director of the Congressional
Black Caucus, lost his life in a car accident.
His death was a great tragedy for the African-
American community. He touched so many
lives and was a key participant in the socio-
economic movement of minorities.

I vividly remember the day I was introduced
to Howard during a congressional trip to the
Far East. At that time, Howard was labor atta-
che’ for the American embassy in Tokyo. Con-
gressman Gus Hawkins and I met with him.
We were so impressed with Howard that we
recommended to our colleagues in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus that he be hired as
the organization’s first executive director. Our
instincts proved to be correct. He was a great
administrator. The CBC is the powerful organi-
zation that is today in part because of How-
ard’s contributions.

Howard worked tirelessly to advance the
causes of minorities, particularly African-Amer-
icans, and made great sacrifices on their be-
half. When he accepted the position of CBC
Executive Director, he left a prestigious posi-
tion at the State Department. But, he was on
a greater mission. In his letter of acceptance
he stated that he was taking the job ‘‘with the
full recognition that the Caucus may not, at
this time, be in a position to match my current
salary. But, because I believe that the pur-
poses and objectives outlined by the Caucus
are basic to the future of all Americans, I am
willing to abandon my position as a senior
Foreign Service office, in order to dedicate the
next years of my life to the objectives that you
in the Caucus have set out to achieve.’’

In addition to his foreign service career,
which included U.S. Consulate to the French
West Indies and Advisor to the U.S. Delega-
tion to the International Labor Organization
Conference in Geneva, Switzerland, Howard
Robinson had a distinguished career in radio.
In 1991, he became the host of ‘‘The Creative
Entrepreneur’’, a talk show about small busi-
nesses. Later on, he hosted a second show
called ‘‘Dynamics of Public Policy’’, a show
about policy in southern New Jersey. The title
of the second show was changed to ‘‘In The
Public Interests’’ when Howard left New Jer-
sey and went solo. The shows were expan-
sions of Howard’s efforts to help minority com-
munities. They both proved to be key informa-
tional sources in their respective communities
and helped many to empower themselves
economically and politically.

Howard’s sacrifices and contributions will
not be forgotten. His work touched people who
will always remember how Howard helped
them to envision and live up to their potential.
The name ‘‘Howard T. Robinson, Sr.’’ will be
indelibly marked on their journey to economic
independence.
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