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13 years the National Football Con-
ference dominated the American Con-
ference in the Super Bowl and they
said the American Football Conference
could not do it. Four previous times
the thundering herd from the Mile
High City had charged up to the sum-
mit only to come down with a thud,
and some said it could not be done.
When they lost the last three games of
the season, many said they were fin-
ished, another year of disappointment.
Again, it could not be done. Wild card
teams do not get to the big game, they
sure do not win it.

Well, the experts said they cannot do
it. But | say to my colleagues, these
that said it could not be done were
wrong. They did it. The Broncos are
world champions. | guess it could be
done after all.

IRS REFORM

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
IRS has finally confessed. A spokesman
admitted, and | quote: “IRS seizure
practices are unfair.”” He further said
that the IRS is now starting a new pro-
gram. Check this out: Under this new
program, the IRS district director
must approve all seizures. Unbeliev-
able. The IRS district director is now
the sole judge, jury and executioner of
our property. Beam me up. | now know
why the IRS actually could look in the
mirror and believe they are consumer
friendly.

Mr. Speaker, they believe all tax-
payers are nothing more than a bunch
of masochists. Support my legislation
that will require judicial consent and
approval before the IRS can grab our
assets. | yield back the balance of any
money we have left.

STYLE VERSUS SUBSTANCE

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, last night
the President gave a great speech, but
the issue is not the style of the speech,
it is the substance of what the Presi-
dent said.

Two years ago the President said in
the State of the Union speech, the era
of big government is over, but last
night the President outlined new pro-
grams that will cost us $40 billion in
new spending each year. That is com-
pletely different from what he has said
in the past. It is clear the President is
for bigger government and higher defi-
cits, while we here in the House have
successfully worked for smaller gov-
ernment and lower taxes.

Now, there are many areas that we
can work together on: Reforming edu-
cation, saving Social Security and
Medicare, fighting crime and drug
abuse, reforming the IRS, and we can

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

do all of these things without breaking
our pledge to balance the Federal budg-
et and reduce our Federal debt. But the
new Federal programs with greater bu-
reaucracy and more spending will take
us off the mark of a balanced Federal
budget.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that
we can work together to our common
goals that we can reach.

BOLD AGENDA FOR 1998

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the
Democrats are back and ready to work.
Last night the President laid out a
bold agenda for the coming year. |
might remind my colleagues this is the
first President since 1969 to appear be-
fore a joint session of this House and
come here with a balanced budget, and
within that balanced budget talked
about issues, things that we need to
work on that in fact can help working
middle class families in this country.
Expand Medicare, allow health care
coverage for those who are near retire-
ment who might need it and might not
be able to get it. They pay into it. En-
sure high quality health care with a
consumer Bill of Rights. Reform man-
aged care, making quality child care
more accessible and affordable, raise
the minimum wage, and yes, preserve
Social Security.

What does the Republican leadership
have on their legislative agenda? Noth-
ing. What important votes are they
going to take to help the lives of mid-
dle class families? None. They are send-
ing us home for the next two or three
weeks. What is the Republican leader-
ship going to give the American public?
Nothing, zero, zip.

Mr. Speaker, let us get engaged in
the President’s bold agenda.

ACHIEVING AMERICA’S GOALS

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, last night
in the State of the Union message the
President set some good goals for
America. He talked about a balanced
budget, he talked about saving Social
Security. He committed himself fur-
ther to welfare reform; he is for edu-
cation reform, he is against drugs, he is
even for some family tax cuts.

The question is not about whether
these are the goals we want for Amer-
ica, but how to achieve those goals.
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For instance, the President said that
a family of four that makes less than
$35,000 should not pay any Federal in-
come tax if they have high child care
costs. Well, | agree. A family of four
that makes less than $35,000 should not
pay any Federal income tax. But it
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should not matter whether they have
child care costs or not—$35,000 for a
family of four is $35,000.

Mr. Speaker, we ought to work for
those American families, and we ought
to work for better solutions for Amer-
ican families.

LET US PUT SOCIAL SECURITY
FIRST

(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, the
problems that faced America 2 weeks
ago are still the same problems that we
face today. Despite what has occurred
in the last week, Congress still has the
obligation to move the country for-
ward.

Last year, in a remarkable show of
bipartisan effort, the Congress gave
back to Americans $94 billion in tax
cuts and education benefits. Now that
we have balanced the budget and given
America its well-deserved tax cut, we
must take care of today’s seniors and
the seniors of tomorrow by saving So-
cial Security.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow seniors
who have put into the system for their
whole lives to fall into poverty just be-
cause they decided to retire; and we
must never ask them to choose be-
tween food, health care, and their
home. They deserve security and dig-
nity. They paid for it.

So let us join together across party
lines, as we did for the balanced budget
and for the tax cuts, by heeding Presi-
dent Clinton’s call. Let us put Social
Security first.

IT IS A NEW YEAR AND A GOOD
TIME TO CUT TAXES

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, it is im-
portant that we not let any distraction
going on here in Washington get in the
way of our responsibility to provide tax
reduction and tax reform to the Amer-
ican people. With Federal taxes now
approaching 20 percent of the Gross Na-
tional Product, the highest peacetime
figure in American history, and a run-
away tax collecting bureaucracy that
strikes fear in the hearts of every hard-
working taxpayer, this Congress, not-
withstanding the usual White House
roadblocks, must move forward with
tax cuts, tax simplification and tax
fairness now. If the President chooses
to oppose our efforts, let him explain
his opposition to the American people.

Mr. Speaker, a lot of things have
changed for the better since fiscal con-
servatives replaced tax-and-spend lib-
erals in the House majority here in
Washington: welfare finally reformed,
a balanced budget actually in sight,
family tax relief on the way. But more
relief is due the American people. We
need to move with dispatch. The Amer-
ican taxpayers deserve no less.
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