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ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce, for the information 
of all Senators, that at 3:45 the Senate 
will receive, on a bipartisan basis, the 
Secretary of State in S. 407 for a brief-
ing on her recent visit to Europe and 
the Middle East. Then, also, a number 
of Senators and House Members will be 
meeting with Prime Minister Blair in 
the Rayburn Room on the House side 
at 4:30. So we would like to make sure 
that all Senators can attend the brief-
ing at 3:45, and since we have such a 
large number of Senators that are 
going to be meeting with Prime Min-
ister Blair, it would not be our intent 
to have recorded votes or further sub-
stantive business this afternoon. 

Obviously, we still have time for 
morning business speeches, if Senators 
would like to do that. That is why we 
are not scheduling anything else this 
afternoon legislatively, because these 
are very important meetings we have 
pending. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to executive session to 
consider the following nominations: 

Four nominations reported by the 
Armed Services Committee today. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the nominations be confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, any statements relating to the 
nominations appear at this point in the 
RECORD, the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action, and 
then the Senate return to legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations were considered and 
confirmed, en bloc, as follows: 

IN THE AIR FORCE 
The following-named United States Air 

Force officer for appointment as the Vice 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and for 
appointment to the grade indicated under 
title 10, U.S.C., section 154: 

To be general 

Gen. Joseph W. Ralston, 0000. 
The following-named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated while assigned to a position 
of importance and responsibility under title 
10, U.S.C., section 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

Maj. Gen. Thomas R. Case, 0000. 
IN THE ARMY 

The following Army National Guard to the 
United States officer for appointment in the 
Reserve of the Army to the grade indicated 
under Title 10, U.S.C. Section 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

Col. Michael J. Squier, 0000. 
The following Army National Guard of the 

United States officer for appointment in the 
Reserve of the Army to the grade indicated 
under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203: 

To be Brigadier general 

Col. Robert L. Echols, 0000. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

SENATOR KENNEDY’S ELOQUENT 
ADDRESS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, earlier 
this month, our colleague Senator KEN-
NEDY made his first ever visit to North-
ern Ireland. 

On Friday, January 9, in the Guild-
hall, in the City of Derry, Senator KEN-
NEDY delivered the first Tip O’Neill Me-
morial Lecture, sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Ulster, the City Council of 
Derry, and the U.S. Consulate in Bel-
fast. 

Senator KENNEDY’s leadership on this 
issue and his longstanding efforts to 
reach out to both Protestants and 
Catholics in Northern Ireland were evi-
dent in his remarks and in the warm 
reception he received from both sides 
of the community during his visit. 

For many years, Senator KENNEDY 
has been at the forefront of this coun-
try’s commitment to do all it can to 
end the violence in Northern Ireland 
and achieve a lasting peace for that 
troubled land. I believe all of us in Con-
gress share that commitment. 

I commend Senator KENNEDY for his 
contribution to the current peace ini-
tiative. I believe that his eloquent ad-
dress will be of interest to all of us in 
Congress and I ask unanimous consent 
that it be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the address 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
ADDRESS OF SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY— 

‘‘NORTHERN IRELAND—A VIEW FROM AMER-
ICA’’ 

TIP O’NEILL MEMORIAL LECTURE, UNIVERSITY 
OF ULSTER, MAGEE COLLEGE, INCORE, GUILD-
HALL—DERRY, NORTHERN IRELAND—JANUARY 
9, 1998 

I want to thank Professor Lord Smith and 
the University of Ulster’s Initiative on Con-
flict Resolution and Ethnicity, the home of 
the Tip O’Neill Chair in Peace Studies and 
the Tip O’Neill Fellowship, for inviting me 
here today. Let me also thank the Deputy 
Mayor, Joe Miller and everyone at Derry 
City Council for welcoming me to this beau-
tiful city. I’m grateful to Dr. Maurice Hayes 
for his generous introduction, and I com-
mend him and the Ireland Funds for estab-
lishing this living memorial to a great man, 
a great friend of mine, and a great friend of 
Ireland. 

I’m especially honored that Mr. and Mrs. 
Restorick and Mr. and Mrs. McGoldrick have 
traveled from Peterborough in England and 
from Craigavon to take part in this occasion. 
In the face of great personal tragedy, these 
two families refuse to hate. They honor their 
sons Stephen and Michael most by their re-
solve that no other family shall have to suf-
fer what they endure. Their lives every day 
are as eloquent as their words here today. 

I’m honored as well that the U.S. Ambas-
sador to the U.K., Philip Lader, is with us 
today. Ambassador Lader has close personal 
and professional ties to President Clinton, 
and I have great respect for his skill and 
judgment. He is perhaps best known in 
America for his ability to bring people to-
gether, and he’s an excellent choice to rep-

resent President Clinton here at this auspi-
cious and hopeful time. 

And I’m delighted that my sister Jean is 
here. My family has a great love for this is-
land from which we come and which for us 
will always be a home. Jean visited Ireland 
in 1963 with President Kennedy and I know 
he would be proud—as all the Kennedys are— 
of the extraordinary work she has done as 
our Ambassador to Ireland. 

A President of Harvard is reported to have 
said that the reason universities are such 
great storehouses of learning is that every 
entering student brings a little knowledge 
in—and no graduating student ever takes 
any knowledge out. 

But I’m sure that’s not true at the Univer-
sity of Ulster. 

This institution teaches, in many different 
ways, the most important lesson of all—that 
all knowledge is universal and all men and 
women are brothers and sisters. 

It was here, in the Guildhall, in November 
1995 that President Clinton inaugurated the 
Tip O’Neill Chair in Peace Studies. As he 
said on that occasion, ‘‘peace is really the 
work of a lifetime.’’ 

In that spirit, I come here to give the Tip 
O’Neill Memorial Lecture. And it is fitting 
that I do so in this place, because Tip’s an-
cestral home on his grandfather O’Neill’s 
side was just down the road in Buncrana. 

Throughout Tip’s life, Ireland was one of 
his greatest loves. His Irish smile could light 
up a living room, the whole chamber of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, and the whole 
State of Massachusetts. 

One of Tip’s most famous stories was about 
a gift by Henry Ford to help build a new hos-
pital in Ireland. His gift was $5,000, but a 
local newspaper the next day reported that it 
was $50,000. The editor apologized profusely 
for the mistake, and said he’d run a correc-
tion right away, explaining that the actual 
gift was only $5,000. It took Henry Ford 
about one second to realize what was hap-
pening, and he said, ‘‘No, no, don’t run the 
correction. I’ll give the $50,000, but on one 
condition—that you install a plaque over the 
entrance to the hospital with this inscrip-
tion—‘‘I came unto you, and you took me 
in.’’ 

Tip was scrupulously neutral in the Amer-
ican presidential campaign of 1980, when I 
was running for President against Jimmy 
Carter. But Tip told me that every night, be-
fore he went to sleep, he was secretly pray-
ing that we would have another Irish Presi-
dent of the United States. The prayer was a 
little ambiguous—but Tip’s Irish friend Ron-
ald Reagan, who eventually won that elec-
tion, was very grateful. 

This doesn’t quite feel like my first visit to 
Derry, since I’ve known John Hume for so 
long, and I’ve heard him sing ‘‘The Town I 
Love So Well’’ so many times. 

I first met him a quarter century ago, in 
the fall of 1972. I was troubled by what had 
been taking place here, and people I knew 
well in Massachusetts told me to get in 
touch with him. I was traveling to Germany 
for a NATO conference in November of that 
year. So I called John and he agreed to meet 
me in Bonn. We had dinner at the home of 
Ireland’s Ambassador there, Sean Ronan. 
When I signed the Ambassador’s guest book, 
I wrote that I hoped to see him again when 
there was peace in Ireland. I see Ambassador 
Ronan here today, so I’m more hopeful than 
ever that lasting peace is finally very close. 

In the following years, John Hume came to 
Washington often, and we would sit together 
and talk about the Troubles. He has been a 
constant voice of reason, an often lonely 
champion of non-violence, a stalwart advo-
cate of peace. 

In 1977, because of John, four Irish-Amer-
ican elected officials—Tip O’Neill, Senator 
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Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York, Gov-
ernor Hugh Carey of New York, and I—joined 
forces to condemn the support for violence 
that was coming from the United States, and 
to insist that dollars from America must 
never be used to kill innocent men and 
women and children in Northern Ireland. 
And so the Four Horsemen were born, and 
over the years, we acted together on many 
occasions to do what we could to advance a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

Forty-four million Americans are of Irish 
descent. It is no accident that America has 
an abiding interest in the island of Ireland— 
and in the current generation, an abiding 
commitment to peace and justice in North-
ern Ireland. Over the years, we have wel-
comed many leaders of Northern Ireland— 
from politics, business, churches and com-
munities. We have listened to all and tried to 
be a friend to all. 

When President Clinton took office in 1993, 
it was clear that America had a President 
who would go the extra mile for peace—and 
an opportunity soon arose. In December 1993, 
the Irish and British Governments issued 
their Downing Street Declaration, which 
gave birth to the current peace initiative. 
Soon thereafter, President Clinton was faced 
with a critical decision—whether the goal of 
ending the violence would be enhanced by 
granting a visa for Gerry Adams to visit the 
United States. I had been receiving reports 
for several months from a delegation led by 
journalist Niall O’Dowd that the IRA was se-
rious about silencing the guns. My sister 
Jean had heard the same reports. 

John Hume and Jean both said that a visit 
by Gerry Adams to the United States could 
be very important in achieving a ceasefire by 
the IRA. So I and others in Congress urged 
President Clinton to act favorably. He made 
the bold and courageous decision to grant 
the visa, despite advice from some quarters 
in Congress and the Administration that he 
should deny it. The visa was given, the 
ceasefire followed, and a new and hopeful pe-
riod in the history of Northern Ireland was 
born. 

Since then, there have been setbacks along 
the way. But America’s interest has not fal-
tered, and President Clinton has provided 
continuing encouragement. His visit to this 
island in November and December of 1995 was 
a powerful demonstration that America 
cares about peace—and the outpouring of af-
fection that greeted him from Protestants 
and Catholics alike was an unmistakable 
sign to political leaders on both sides that 
peace was the people’s priority. 

Today, we stand at a defining moment in 
the modern epic of this land. The talks that 
are about to resume offer both a challenge 
and an opportunity. In the coming crucial 
weeks, the parties will determine whether 
this is a genuine way forward, or just an-
other failed station on the way of sorrows. 

To Nationalists who have suffered decades 
of injustice and discrimination, I say ‘‘Look 
how far you’ve come’’. One need only look 
around to see the success of the Nationalist 
community—what John Hume has done for 
the peace process and for new investment in 
Derry—what Seamus Heaney, Seamus Deane, 
Brian Friel, Frank McGuinness, and Phil 
Coulter have done for the spirit of Ireland— 
North and South. Ireland has its first ever 
President from Northern Ireland. Gerry 
Adams and other Sinn Fein leaders have 
been to Downing Street. You have come so 
far. Have faith in yourselves and in the fu-
ture. 

And to Unionists who often feel afraid of 
what the future may bring, I recall that you 
are descendants of the pioneers who helped 
build America, and now you can be the pio-
neers who build a better future for this is-
land. 

Everyone is well aware of the numerous 
contributions of Irish immigrants—mostly 
Catholic—who came to America in the 19th 
century, fleeing famine. Many of those fam-
ine ships left from Derry. But it is often for-
gotten that more than half of the 44 million 
Americans of Irish descent today are Protes-
tants. 

Most of that Protestant immigration came 
in the 1700’s and early 1800’s. As far back as 
the late 1600’s, persecution of Scottish Pres-
byterians led many to leave Ulster and seek 
religious freedom in the American colonies. 
The father of American Presbyterianism was 
born only a few miles from here. Magee Col-
lege, our host today, was in fact a training 
college for Irish Presbyterianism. Histori-
cally, the very hallmark of that faith is re-
spect for differences. The Presbyterian tradi-
tion helped endow America with that re-
spect. It is one of our greatest strengths. 
That same basic value—respect for dif-
ferences—is now the key to a better future 
here as well. 

The impact on America of Scotch-Irish set-
tlers from what is today Northern Ireland 
was profound. Large numbers joined our 
fight for independence. Five signed the Dec-
laration of Independence. John Dunlap of 
Strabane printed the Declaration, and also 
established the first daily newspaper in 
America. 

In the years that followed America’s inde-
pendence, these settlers were instrumental 
in founding the Democratic Party in the 
United States. They helped assure the elec-
tion of two of our greatest Presidents, Thom-
as Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. 

Jackson himself was of Ulster Pres-
byterian stock and proud of it. As he said on 
a visit to Boston in 1833, ‘‘I have always been 
proud of my ancestry and of being descended 
from that noble race. Would to God, Sir, that 
Irishmen on the other side of the great water 
enjoyed the comforts, happiness, content-
ment and liberty that they enjoy here.’’ 

Eleven other Presidents of the United 
States were of Scotch-Irish heritage, includ-
ing President Clinton. 

In ways such as these, Protestants of Irish 
descent have made indispensable contribu-
tions to America as a land of freedom and 
opportunity for all. You are part of our her-
itage and history. We are brothers and sis-
ters, not enemies. The vast—vast—majority 
of Irish Catholics in America bear you no ill 
will. Our hope is that as your ancestors did 
for America, you will lead the way to peace 
and justice for Northern Ireland. 

It is an apt coincidence that the goal for 
the peace talks is to reach a successful con-
clusion in this year that marks the two hun-
dredth anniversary of the United Irishmen 
Rebellion of 1798. As 1998 begins, we can all 
salute the idealism and courage of those 
leaders two centuries ago—Catholics, Pres-
byterians, and Anglicans as one. Their brave 
doomed uprising took its immediate inspira-
tion from the French Revolution and its call 
for liberty, equality, and fraternity. But 
Wolfe Tone, Samuel Neilson, Thomas Rus-
sell, William Drennan and other members of 
the United Irishmen were also well aware of 
the Irish role in the American Revolution. 

For some, the United Irishmen will be re-
membered primarily as courageous and inde-
pendent-minded ancestors. Others will cele-
brate the political philosophy they created. 
The point is that all traditions can draw cur-
rent inspiration from the vision that guided 
their struggle. They believed that the dif-
ferent traditions in Ireland were not destined 
to be enemies, but had a profound shared in-
terest in championing and guarding each 
others’ rights. 

So I hope that the participants in the cur-
rent all-important talks can draw inspira-
tion from all these streams of our common 

heritage, and succeed in devising new ar-
rangements for this land that will at last 
give true effect to our shared ideals. 

Many people have already taken risks for 
peace. John Hume laid the groundwork over 
many years for the current progress, and is 
one of the shining apostles of non-violence in 
our century. Gerry Adams and Martin 
McGuinness impressively led the way to the 
IRA cease-fire of 1994 and its restoration last 
summer. David Trimble demonstrated gen-
uine leadership in bringing the Ulster Union-
ist Party to the peace table. John Alderdice 
deserves credit for his efforts to bridge the 
gap between the two communities. The rep-
resentatives of the Loyalist paramilitaries— 
David Ervine, Gary McMichael and others— 
helped achieve the Loyalist cease-fire and 
have made ceaseless efforts to maintain it. 
The Women’s Coalition deserves admiration 
and support for participating and perse-
vering—and for demonstrating anew the 
rightful place of women at the highest level 
of politics. 

The Governments of Bertie Ahern and 
Tony Blair have carried the process forward 
with skill and wisdom. Mo Mowlam is tire-
less in her commitment. George Mitchell’s 
transatlantic shuttle diplomacy is America’s 
special gift to the peace process —living 
daily proof that the United States not only 
cares, but can be scrupulously even-handed 
too. John de Chastelain and Harri Holkeri 
deserve credit for their leadership and pa-
tience. And numerous others—church leaders 
such as Father Alex Reid and Reverend Roy 
Magee—community workers such as Geral-
dine McAteer and Jackie Redpath—have 
worked hard and well at building bridges. 

Above all, the people of Northern Ireland 
deserve credit for never giving up their 
dreams of peace, and for constantly remind-
ing political leaders of their responsibility to 
achieve it. As Yeats wrote, ‘‘In dreams be-
gins responsibility.’’ 

There are some who seek to wreck the 
peace process. They are blinded by fear of a 
future they cannot imagine—a future in 
which respect for differences is a healing and 
unifying force. They are driven by an anger 
that holds no respect for life—even for the 
lives of children. 

But a new spirit of hope is gaining momen-
tum. It can banish the fear that blinds. It 
can conquer the anger that fuels the mer-
chants of violence. We are building an irre-
sistible force that can make the immovable 
object move. 

In 1968, at a time of unconscionable vio-
lence in America, my brother Robert Ken-
nedy spoke of the dream of peace and an end 
to conflict, in words that summon us all to 
action now: 

‘‘It is up to those who are here—fellow citi-
zens and public officials—to carry out that 
dream, to try to end the divisions that exist 
so deeply in our country and to remove the 
stain of bloodshed from our land.’’ 

It is not my plan or place to address the 
details of the talks—that is for the partici-
pants. But comments from observers may 
prove useful as a source of perspective and 
reflection, as a way to dispel distortions and 
misunderstandings and to create possibili-
ties for peace—and above all, to demonstrate 
as powerfully as we can that America truly 
cares. 

Irish Americans are anything but indif-
ferent to what is happening. We have a long- 
enduring desire to see peace and prosperity 
take root here. Our commitment embraces 
the welfare of all the people of Northern Ire-
land—and when we say ‘‘all,’’ we mean all. 

Whoever we are, wherever we come from, 
whatever our differences—there is one self- 
evident, fundamental, enduring truth. There 
must be no return to violence. Killing pro-
duces only more killing. Endless, escalating 
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cycles of death and devastation have brought 
unspeakable human tragedy, deeper division 
between and within the two great traditions, 
and painful stagnation and failed prosperity 
for Northern Ireland. 

It does not have to be that way. Addressing 
the Irish Parliament in 1963, President Ken-
nedy quoted the famous words of George Ber-
nard Shaw: ‘‘Some people see things as they 
are and say, ‘Why?’ But I dream things that 
never were, and I say, ‘Why not?’’’ May those 
words inspire the search for peace today. 

The present must learn from the past. As 
the Joint Declaration states: ‘‘the lessons of 
Irish history, and especially of Northern Ire-
land, show that stability and well-being will 
not be found under any political system 
which is refused allegiance or rejected on 
grounds of identity by a significant minority 
of those governed by it.’’ 

Equality and mutual respect are the twin 
pillars of peace. It is clear that the Nation-
alist community will never accept a role of 
subservience to Unionism. And the Unionist 
community will never accept a role of sub-
servience to Nationalism. 

The obvious and inescapable conclusion is 
that these two traditions can find a stable 
relationship only on a basis of equality and 
mutual respect. A successful outcome must 
mean no second-class citizens on this island, 
and no second-class traditions either. 

The peace process does not mean asking 
Unionists or Nationalists to change or dis-
card their identity and aspirations. It means 
using democratic methods, not bombs and 
bullets, to resolve the inevitable differences 
and tensions between them. 

However far into the future, whatever the 
color of the flags, there will be two commu-
nities, each with its own character and its 
own pride, sharing this beautiful piece of 
earth. 

The heritage of America offers a hope and 
a lesson. The motto of America—to which 
John Hume has often referred—is the Latin 
phrase ‘‘e pluribus unum’’—out of many, 
one—the whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts. The diversity of America is America’s 
greatest strength, and the diversity here can 
be your greatest strength as well. 

As you travel the road together, the choice 
is whether it will be as wary adversaries for-
ever fearful of each other, or as friends and 
neighbors who agree on fair rules for the 
journey ahead, willing to meet and master 
fateful challenges together. 

At its core, the conflict is about each side 
cherishing its noble ideals, and fearing the 
other may damage or destroy them. 

If the true goal for each side is the protec-
tion of its rights and aspirations, rather than 
the denial of the rights and aspirations of 
the other, then surely there is a high and 
common ground. Protecting the rights of 
both sides, based on principles of equality 
and mutual respect, is the surest path—per-
haps the only path—to peace. 

I appeal to the talks participants to ask 
nothing for their own side they are not pre-
pared to grant to the other—and to ask noth-
ing from the other side they would not ac-
cept for their own. Let us make that prin-
ciple the Golden Rule for the road to peace— 
to do unto others as we would have them do 
unto us. 

I urge everyone involved in the peace proc-
ess to approach the talks with a view to giv-
ing as much as they can, rather than as little 
as they think they can get away with. In the 
words of Seamus Heaney, you must ‘‘walk on 
air, against your better judgment.’’ 

As we come to a new century, the three 
basic relationships—within the North, be-
tween North and South, and between Britain 
and Ireland—can be transformed. Hatred and 
injustice can be replaced with respect and 
equality. 

Taking full advantage of this unique op-
portunity will bring lasting peace, and a gen-
uine place in history for all those who make 
it happen. Failure to grasp this opportunity 
will be devastating. History will harshly 
judge any who fail the test and waste the de-
cisive moment. 

I particularly encourage the young people 
of this island to become involved in the work 
for peace. For it is you —even more than 
your parents and your grandparents—who 
have the most to gain, and the most to lose. 

As you extend yourselves to reach agree-
ment, the United States will exert itself to 
build more bridges. Personal bridges. Polit-
ical bridges. Economic bridges. And be as-
sured, I will do all in my power to see that 
the U.S. assumes a central role in providing 
economic assistance to implement the agree-
ment that is reached. 

In the closing pages of the Iliad, Priam, 
the elderly king of Troy, goes to Achilles to 
beg for the return of his son Hector, whom 
Achilles has slain in the war. Achilles, in an 
act of simple humanity, gives the old man 
the body of his son. 

The last lines of Michael Longley’s elo-
quent poem ‘‘Ceasefire’’ draw an analogy 
with Northern Ireland. Priam speaks these 
words: 

‘‘I get down on my knees and do what must 
be done 

And kiss Achilles’ hand, the killer of my 
son.’’ 

The two communities in Northern Ireland 
must reach out and do what must be done— 
and join hands across centuries and chasms 
of killing and pain. 

And there is great pain in both commu-
nities. Families —Protestant and Catholic— 
have been denied the bodies of loved ones to 
bury. Families—like those whose loved ones 
were killed on Bloody Sunday—have been de-
nied the truth. Families —like those whose 
loved ones died at Enniskillen—have been 
denied justice. Families—enduring genera-
tions of unemployment —have been denied 
opportunity. Families—harassed by security 
forces—have been denied dignity. Families— 
victims of punishment beatings—have been 
denied justice. Children—Catholic and 
Protestant—have been denied their future. It 
is time to say enough is enough is enough is 
enough. It is time to replace hate with hope. 

My prayer today is that individuals, fami-
lies, and political, religious, business, edu-
cational and community leaders across 
Northern Ireland will show the forgiveness 
and compassion and humanity that John and 
Rita Restorick showed—that Gordon Wilson 
showed—that Joyce McCartan showed—that 
Michael and Bride McGoldrick showed—that 
everyone must show. 

Like so many of you here, my family has 
been touched by tragedy. I know that the 
feelings of grief and loss are immediate—and 
they are enduring. The best way to ease 
these feelings is to forgive, and to carry on— 
not to lash out in fury, but to reach out in 
trust and hope. 

So in closing, let me share with you a let-
ter my father wrote in 1958 to a friend whose 
son had died. Fourteen years earlier, my old-
est brother Joe had been killed in World War 
II. Ten years earlier, my oldest sister Kath-
leen had been killed in an airplane crash. My 
father wrote to his grieving friend: 

‘‘There are no words to dispel your feelings 
at this time and there is no time that will 
ever dispel them. Nor is it any easier the sec-
ond time than it was the first. And yet, I 
cannot share your grief because no one could 
share mine. When one of your children goes 
out of your life, you think of what he might 
have done with a few more years and you 
wonder what you are going to do with the 
rest of yours. Then one day, because there is 
a world to be lived in, you find yourself a 

part of it again, trying to accomplish some-
thing—something that he did not have time 
enough to do. And, perhaps, that is the rea-
son for it all. I hope so.’’ 

Too many lives of too many sons and 
daughters of this land have been cut short. 
We must dedicate ourselves to accomplish 
for them what many ‘‘did not have time 
enough to do’’—a lasting peace for Northern 
Ireland. 

Thank you, and may God bless the work 
ahead. 

f 

NOMINATION OF DR. DAVID 
SATCHER, TO BE U.S. SURGEON 
GENERAL 
Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to support the nomination of 
Dr. David Satcher for U.S. Surgeon 
General and Assistant Secretary for 
Health. I have examined his qualifica-
tions and achievements, and I believe 
he has the capacity to serve this coun-
try well in the important role of the 
nation’s top physician. 

On Tuesday of this week, I, along 
with Senators GRAHAM and JEFFORDS 
and Representatives MORAN and LEACH, 
announced the formation of the Con-
gressional Prevention Coalition. 
Former Surgeon General C. Everett 
Koop was kind enough to join us at the 
press conference. 

During the course of his remarks, it 
struck me how greatly we have missed 
having a national spokesperson on 
health issues the past three years. Dr. 
Koop spoke forcefully about the grave 
health risks posed by tobacco use, lack 
of exercise, and poor diet. He didn’t 
pull any punches—he gave a stern lec-
ture to all of those present on the dan-
gers inherent in the so-called couch po-
tato lifestyle. 

I have reviewed Dr. Satcher’s state-
ments before the Senate Labor Com-
mittee, and he clearly is anxious to 
start in along the same lines. At his 
confirmation hearing, Dr. Satcher 
stressed the importance of disease pre-
vention and health promotion. As he 
put it, ‘‘Whether we are talking about 
smoking or poor diets, I want to send 
the message of good health to the 
American people.’’ And I was delighted 
to learn that one of his top priorities in 
this role would be to put the health of 
our children and grandchildren in the 
national spotlight. To my view, all of 
these matters fall directly within the 
job description of a U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral. 

As I said, we have been without a 
Surgeon General for three years now— 
a period of time when we have been 
confronted with a staggering array of 
public health issues. The need for a 
Surgeon General has never been great-
er, as we are seeing an increase in 
smoking among high school seniors, 
widespread substance abuse, con-
tinuing struggles with AIDS, and a 
startling rate of obesity among young-
sters. And as we consider the potential 
consequences of human cloning re-
search, I know that I, for one, would 
benefit from the perspective that a 
Surgeon General could bring to this 
issue. 
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