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Seashore Farmland Protection Act, to offer
willing land owners conservation easements to
support agriculture. I made H.R. 1995 one of
my top priorities. I will always appreciate Gary
sharing his vision with me, and I will always
be thankful for his support.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great pleasure to pay
tribute to Gary Giacomini. His dedication and
success to preserve agriculture in Marin Coun-
ty and fight for the causes he and his constitu-
ents believe in is admirable. I wish Gary and
his family the best.
f
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
spotlight a very special lady who has unself-
ishly given of her time, energy and soul to oth-
ers in her community. She has earned the
honor of being named the 1998 National
Catholic Education Association Distinguished
Principal for the States of Ohio and Michigan.

She is one of only twelve Catholic School
Elementary Principals in the country and the
only one from Ohio to be chosen for this
honor. The lives of many young people have
been deeply touched with the kindness and
sincerity that Sister Davis has shown. As prin-
cipal of St. Mary’s School, Shelby, Ohio, she
worked to place computers into classrooms so
that students will benefit from technological
advances such as the Internet and other edu-
cational tools.

I extend my best wishes to her as she re-
ceives this award, and I urge her to keep up
the good work. She truly is a remarkable
teacher and role model. Thank you Sister
Davis.
f
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute
to Major General Doug Bunger, who currently
resides in Duncanville, Texas, upon his retire-
ment this month from the United States Air
Force. In his thirty-one years of service to this
great nation he has proven himself an extraor-
dinary leader of people, programs, and fi-
nances at all organizational levels in the Air
Force, and finances at all organizational levels
in the Air Force. As a military comptroller,
General Bunger directed the financial oper-
ation for military airlift command during a pe-
riod of intense defense military transportation
requirements. He subsequently was the Air
Force’s Director of Budget Operations and
then the Deputy Assistant Secretary for the
budget. As such he developed, justified, and
executed an annual budget of over $72 billion
in support of worldwide air force operations.
His record of integrity and accountability was
flawless.

To conclude his distinguished career, Gen-
eral Bunger has commanded the Army and

the Air Force Exchange Service, a $7 billion
retail and services organization headquartered
in Southwest Dallas. Under his charismatic
leadership and efficient management AAFES
has performed its mission exceptionally well,
with earnings during his three-year tenure of
over $930 million. What is more important is
that these earnings have been vital to military
personnel around the world, contributing well
over $600 million to supplement the morale,
welfare, and recreation programs of the Army
and Air Force—thereby ensuring quality of life
for service members and their families while
reducing the burden of support from America’s
taxpayers. General Bunger’s work force of
55,000 serve every day to provide soldiers
and airmen value, service and support in all
50 states and 25 different countries—to in-
clude Bosnia, Haiti, Kuwait, Saudi, and
Korea—significantly enhancing morale while
saving them money.

Throughout his career, General Bunger has
been an exceptional steward of defense re-
sources, and his legacy of leadership and
dedication deserve our admiration and praise.
His numerous awards and decorations—which
include the Distinguished Service Medal, two
Awards of the Legion of Merit, a Bronze Star,
four Meritorious Service Medals, and both Air
Force Commendation and Achievement Med-
als—attest to his exemplary professionalism
and distinguished service to our nation.

I salute Major General Doug Bunger as he
retires from the United States Air Force and
wish him and his lovely wife, Sarah, much
happiness in their new hilltop home near Hot
Springs, Arkansas.
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Mr. PAXON. Mr. Speaker, during the ardu-
ous legislative process that created the Tele-
communications Act of 1996, the Members of
the Commerce Committee used the basic prin-
ciple of consumer choice as our guide.

Today, responsibility for implementation of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996 rests with
the FCC, and I am left to wonder if the same
principles that guided Congress’ creation of
the Telecommunications Act, are guiding the
FCC in their implementation of the Act.

When the Federal Communications Com-
mission turned down yet another State Com-
mission’s request that the local Bell company
be allowed to offer long-distance, the FCC es-
sentially said that local phone customers can-
not be trusted to make wise choices. The FCC
said that, if we let them, the residents of Okla-
homa, Michigan, South Carolina, or Louisiana,
for example, might make what the FCC thinks
is the wrong decision.

In passing the Telecommunications Act of
1996, Congress wanted competition to begin
in the telephone services marketplace. It’s
time to get all parties moving in that direction.

The free enterprise system is built on the
belief that American consumers are best capa-
ble of making consumer decisions—that they
can decide what is good for them a lot better
than a Washington bureaucracy.
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a wonderful man. The kind of
man that made this country the great nation it
is today. I honor James Carroll Place as he
should be honored.

Mr. Jim was one of those pillars of the com-
munity that worked hard every day, played by
the rules and did what ever was necessary to
make himself and his community successful.
At the same time he always upheld the high-
est standards of conduct and integrity.

His tireless work for the community to build
the wonderful event that we celebrate annually
in my hometown, The Coon Supper, will be
long remembered.

We should all hope that his example of high
standards and good conduct will be followed
by the generations to come. It made no dif-
ference if it was for the church, the town, the
Farmers and Businessmen’s Club, friends,
neighbors, or his own family, he gave his all
and his best and expected no less from us all.

He was a friend and mentor to me and was
a business associate for many years. We
never had a dispute. His sense of fairness and
honesty was exceeded only by his great good
humor. He was a friend, role model, farmer,
leader, father, and Christian.

Some say that the measure of success of a
man is his children. If so, then Mr. Jim was
successful by all standards.

He will be long remembered as the standard
for, as we say in my hometown of Gillett, Ar-
kansas, a good man.

Let us today honor this good man and the
standard he set for us all.
f
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, It has
been more than ten weeks since typhoon
Paka struck Guam, causing nearly $400 mil-
lion in damage and leaving more than 4,000
families homeless. The damage is still evident
in some areas, but typhoon debris is steadily
disappearing and the island is turning green
again. For the most part, conditions are return-
ing to normal, although life remains difficult for
those who lost everything. But even for those
enduring folks, things are improving day by
day. Despite the many discomforts we con-
tinue to bear, we remain tremendously grateful
that no lives were lost in this disaster. On Feb-
ruary 16, we marked another reason for grati-
tude and appreciation. Just two months to the
day of Paka’s passing. Guam’s electrical
power system was fully restored.

The speed of this particular recovery is un-
precedented in the annals of Guam’s typhoon-
prone history. It is a testament to the deter-
mination and dedication of the staff and man-
agement of the Guam Power Authority and the
dozens of line crews from off-island who
rushed to Guam’s aid.
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