March 3, 1998

SENATE RESOLUTION  189—HON-
ORING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE U.S. WOMEN’S RIGHTS
MOVEMENT

Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. SNOWE,
Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. DASCHLE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. RES. 189

Whereas 1998 will mark the 150th anniver-
sary of the Women’s Rights Movement in the
United States, a valiant civil rights move-
ment that began in 1848 when the Women’s
Rights Convention was held in Seneca Falls,
New York;

Whereas the Declaration of Sentiments,
the document issued by the Women’s Rights
Convention, is a strong reflection of this
country’s commitment to liberty and per-
sonal freedom;

Whereas the Women’s Rights Movement
has had an irreversible effect on the opportu-
nities open to women in all areas of life, in-
cluding business, education, religion, the
arts, science, and athletics;

Whereas the history surrounding the fight
for women’s equality over the past century
and a half is still greatly unknown and un-
recognized by many of our Nation’s citizens
and demands more acknowledgment in our
children’s curriculum;

Whereas there is an ever-increasing need
for both women and men to share in the fun-
damental responsibilities of our national life
with a full and equal participation in soci-
ety; and

Whereas March 1998, is National Women’s
History Month, celebrated with the theme of
“Living the Legacy of Women’s Rights’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and celebrates 1998 as the
150th anniversary of the Women’s Rights
Movement and March 1998 as National Wom-
en’s History Month under the theme ‘‘Living
the Legacy of Women’s Rights’’; and

(2) calls on educators, government offi-
cials, and businesses to celebrate the legacy
of the Women’s Rights Movement and re-
member the struggle that began 150 years
ago.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 190—RE-
GARDING REDUCTIONS IN CLASS
SIZE

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources:

S. RES. 190

Whereas long-range projections by the Bu-
reau of the Census indicate a rising number
of births, rising to 4,200,000 in 2010 and
4,600,000 in 2020;

Whereas in the coming years the popu-
lation of school-aged children is expected to
increase to a record 52,200,000;

Whereas academic achievement for all stu-
dents is one of our Nation’s highest prior-
ities;

Whereas increased enrollments have re-
sulted in a further increase of the average
class size;

Whereas research has shown that children
in small classes in the earliest grades
achieve better academically than the peers
of such children in larger classes;

Whereas research has shown substantial
lasting benefits for children who were in
small classes during the earliest grades;
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Whereas smaller classes allow students to
receive more individual attention from their
teachers, and reduce teachers’ burden of
managing large numbers of students and the
other work of the teachers; and

Whereas several States have been forward
thinking in trying to address this classroom
size problem: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) experiments in reducing class size have
had an effect on academic achievement in
the earliest grades; and

(2) the Senate should seek to assist States
in the efforts of States to reduce class size
and access the benefits of such a reduction.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
today to submit a Senate resolution re-
garding smaller classes in our public
schools.

This resolution expresses the Sen-
ate’s strong sense that experiments in
reducing class size in the earliest
grades demonstrate a proven edu-
cational benefit. Accordingly, the Sen-
ate should assist States in their efforts
to reduce class size and assess the ben-
efits of such reductions.

Mr. President, yesterday I visited the
Parkview Elementary School in
Cudahy, a community near Milwaukee,
where I had the chance to read Dr.
Seuss’ classic children’s story, ‘‘Green
Eggs and Ham,” to a group of 15 first-
grade students. It was exciting to
watch their faces come alive with curi-
osity as they listened.

Parkview Elementary is a special
school because it is one of 30 Wisconsin
schools in 21 school districts that are
participating in the Student Achieve-
ment Guarantee in Education program,
or the SAGE program. It is a very pop-
ular pilot program and, according to an
independent evaluation being con-
ducted by the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee’s, Center for Urban Initia-
tives and Research, it’s been very effec-
tive at reducing the size of elementary
school classes. SAGE is a very appro-
priate acronym, for a sage is a teacher
who imparts knowledge and wisdom
through direct interaction with his or
her students, and the SAGE program in
Wisconsin is trying to give students
and teachers more opportunities to
interact directly, which improves
learning.

SAGE is a pilot program created by
the Wisconsin legislature in 1995. The
specific objective of the program is to
improve student achievement through
four reform strategies: (1) reducing stu-
dent/teacher ratios to a maximum of
15-to-1, which was the size of the first-
grade class I visited yesterday; (2) in-
creasing cooperation between schools
and their surrounding communities; (3)
implementing a rigorous academic cur-
riculum stressing achievement; and, fi-
nally, (4) improving staff development
and evaluation. A modest amount of
state aid is available to schools who
adopt the SAGE program, which cur-
rently covers kindergarten through the
second grade, and which is scheduled to
be expanded to cover third grade in the
near future.

SAGE has proven to be very popular
with parents, teachers, school adminis-
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trators and students. Reports from
Wisconsin educators indicate improve-
ments in classroom environment and
academic performance in schools par-
ticipating in this program. A December
1997 study found that first-graders par-
ticipating in SAGE scored higher on
standardized tests than other students
in comparison schools. The SAGE pro-
gram has demonstrated again what we
know instinctively: students in smaller
classes benefit from more attention
from teachers, and teachers with fewer
pupils will have more time and energy
to devote to their jobs. Class size has
been proven to be one of the crucial
factors in the quality of a child’s edu-
cation, along with teacher quality and
parental involvement.

The SAGE program and this resolu-
tion will reinforce what should be good,
common sense. If you have smaller
classes, children get more attention
from teachers, and it stands to reason
that more attention will translate into
more learning.

Mr. President, I think the Wisconsin
experience with this kind of common-
sense educational reform is instructive.

That is why, last fall, I included an
amendment to the Labor and Health
and Human Services Departments’ 1998
appropriation bill requiring the De-
partment of Education to study the
costs and benefits of reducing class size
in the earliest grades. My amendment
also required the Department to pre-
pare cost estimates of growing enroll-
ments and to follow-up with policy rec-
ommendations. In addition, I wrote
earlier this year to President Clinton
in January requesting that he make re-
ducing class size a priority in his FY 99
education budget. I was pleased that
the President’s FY 99 budget includes
an initiative to help schools provide
small classes with qualified teachers in
the early grades. Mr. President, in an
effort to spread the message of the suc-
cessful SAGE pilot program, I recently
invited Education Secretary Richard
Riley to come to Wisconsin for a tour
of several SAGE schools.

And, finally, most recently, I have
written to the chairman and ranking
member of the Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee requesting that the
committee hold a hearing to examine
the options available to schools as they
plan for smaller class size with higher
anticipated student enrollment loom-
ing.

A recent Department of Education
report states that this year’s elemen-
tary and secondary student enrollment
will soon be at record levels. School
districts are going to need to adapt to
these increases while many of them
rightly will be investing as much as
they can in the creation of smaller
classes for early elementary students.

Addressing the problem of increasing
enrollment and the desire to reduce
class size presents a great challenge to
our communities, our States and our
Nation. As I say that, I want to be very
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clear that I believe that the American
public school system is rooted in the
vision of Thomas Jefferson. He saw a
future where every child in the Nation
could look forward to a thorough pub-
lic education, comparable in quality
but under local control. I want it to be
clear that when I speak about small
class size as a national goal, it is in the
context of local control. So I do not
support a national mandate for smaller
class size.

I believe that any distribution for-
mula for the funds should give credit to
and not penalize those States, such as
Wisconsin, which have gotten ahead of
this and have invested some resources.

I also believe very firmly that any
national funding in this area has to be
paid for. It cannot be done on the basis
of deficit spending or, in effect, bor-
rowing from Social Security.

But with those qualifications, I reit-
erate that there is a great national
purpose in trying to reduce class sizes
for children. Therefore, the Federal
Government has a limited but impor-
tant role in ensuring that the Nation
makes the proper investments in stu-
dents today so that it can meet the
challenges of the 21st century.

Mr. President, we should take the
necessary steps now to help school dis-
tricts reduce class size as part of an
overall effort to improve education and
ensure that our children have the best
chance to excel and reach their full po-
tential.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague, Senator FEIN-
GoLD, for his remarks about smaller
class size and the importance of edu-
cation. His remarks are very impor-
tant, and I associate myself with and
support his resolution.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE INTERMODAL SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY
ACT OF 1998

WELLSTONE AMENDMENT NO. 1679

Mr. WELLSTONE proposed an
amendment to amendment No. 1676
proposed by Mr. CHAFEE to the bill (S.
1173) to authorize funds for construc-
tion of highways, for highway safety
programs, and for mass transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

On page 309, between lines 3 and 4, insert
the following:

SEC. 18 . REPORT ON THE STATUS OF FORMER
TANF RECIPIENTS.

Section 413 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 613) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

(k) REPORT ON THE STATUS OF FORMER
TANF RECIPIENTS.—

‘(1) DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN.—The Secretary
shall develop a plan to assess, to the extent
possible based on all available information,
the number and percentage of former recipi-
ents of assistance under the State programs
funded under this part that are, as of the
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date that the assessment is performed, eco-
nomically self-sufficient. In determining
economic self-sufficiency, the Secretary
shall consider—

‘“(A) the number and percentage of such re-
cipients that are, as of the date of the assess-
ment, employed;

‘“(B) the number and percentage of such re-
cipients earning incomes at or above 150 per-
cent of the poverty line (as defined in section
673(2) of the Community Services Block
Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)), including any
revision required by such section for a fam-
ily of the size involved); and

“(C) the number and percentage of such re-
cipients that have access to housing, trans-
portation, and child care.

‘(2) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Beginning 4
months after the date of enactment of this
subsection, the Secretary shall submit bian-
nual reports to the appropriate committees
of Congress on the assessment conducted
under this subsection. The reports shall ana-
lyze the ability of former recipients of as-
sistance under the State programs funded
under this part to achieve economic self-suf-
ficiency. The Secretary shall include in the
reports all available information about the
economic self-sufficiency of such recipients,
including data from quarterly State reports
submitted to the Department of Health and
Human Services (in this paragraph referred
to as the ‘Department’), data from State ap-
plications submitted to the Department for
bonuses, and to the extent the Secretary de-
termines they are relevant to the assess-
ment—

‘“(A) reports prepared by the Comptroller
General of the United States;

‘“(B) samples prepared by the Bureau of the
Census;

“(C) surveys funded by the Department;

‘(D) studies conducted by the Department;

‘“(E) studies conducted by States;

‘(F) surveys conducted by non-govern-
mental entities;

‘(G) administrative data from other Fed-
eral agencies; and

‘(H) information and materials available
from any other appropriate source.’’.

McCAIN (AND HOLLINGS)
AMENDMENT NO. 1680

Mr. MCcCCAIN (for himself and Mr.
HoLLINGS) proposed an amendment to
amendment No. 1676 proposed by Mr.
CHAFEE to the bill, S. 1173, supra; as
follows:

On page 4, before line 1, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE III-INTERMODAL TRANSPOR-
TATION SAFETY AND RELATED MAT-
TERS

Sec. 3001. Short title.

Sec. 3002. Amendment of title 49, United

States Code.
Subtitle A—Highway Safety

3101. Highway safety programs.

3102. National driver register.

3103. Authorizations of appropriations.

3104. Motor vehicle pursuit program.

3105. Enforcement of window glazing

standards for light trans-
mission.

Subtitle B—Hazardous Materials

Transportation Reauthorization
3201. Findings and purposes; definitions.
3202. Handling criteria repeal.

3203. Hazmat employee training require-

ments.

Registration.

Shipping paper retention.

Public sector training curriculum.

Planning and training grants.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

3204.
3205.
3206.
3207.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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Special permits and exclusions.

Administration.

Cooperative agreements.

Enforcement.

Penalties.

Preemption.

Judicial review.

Hazardous material transportation

reauthorization.
3216. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle C—Comprehensive One-Call
Notification

3301. Findings.

3302. Establishment of one-call notifica-
tion programs.

Subtitle D—Motor Carrier Safety

3401. Statement of purposes.

3402. Grants to States.

3403. Federal share.

3404. Authorization of appropriations.

3405. Information systems and strategic
safety initiatives.

3406. Improved flow of driver history
pilot program.

3407. Motor carrier and driver safety re-

search.

3208.
3209.
3210.
3211.
3212.
3213.
3214.
3215.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 3408. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 3409. Conforming amendments.

Sec. 3410. Automobile transporter defined.

Sec. 3411. Repeal of review panel; review pro-
cedure.

Sec. 3412. Commercial motor vehicle opera-
tors.

Sec. 3413. Penalties.

Sec. 3414. International registration plan
and international fuel tax
agreement.

Sec. 3415. Study of adequacy of parking fa-
cilities.

Sec. 3416. Application of regulations.

Sec. 3417. Authority over charter bus trans-
portation.

Sec. 3418. Federal motor carrier safety inves-
tigations.

Sec. 3419. Foreign motor carrier safety fit-
ness.

Sec. 3420. Commercial motor vehicle safety
advisory committee.

Sec. 3421. Waivers; exemptions; pilot pro-
grams.

Sec. 3422. Commercial motor vehicle safety
studies.

Sec. 3423. Increased MCSAP participation
impact study.

Sec. 3424. Exemption from certain regula-

tions for utility service com-
mercial motor vehicle drivers.
Sec. 3425. Waivers for certain farm vehicles.
Sec. 3426. Farm service vehicles.
Subtitle E—Rail and Mass Transportation
Anti-Terrorism; Safety
Sec. 3501. Purpose.

Sec. 3502. Amendments to the ‘‘wrecking
trains’’ statute.
Sec. 3b503. Terrorist attacks against mass

transportation.
Sec. 3504. Investigative jurisdiction.
Sec. 3505. Safety considerations in grants or
loans to commuter railroads.
Sec. 3506. Railroad accident and incident re-
porting.
Sec. 3507. Mass transportation buses.
Subtitle F—Sportfishing and Boating Safety
Sec. 3601. Amendment of 1950 Act.
Sec. 3602. Outreach and communications pro-
grams.
Sec. 3603. Clean Vessel Act funding.
Sec. 3604. Boating infrastructure.
Sec. 3605. Boat safety funds.
Subtitle G—Miscellaneous
3701. Light density rail line pilot
projects.
At the end of the bill, add the following:
TITLE III-INTERMODAL TRANSPOR-
TATION SAFETY AND RELATED MAT-
TERS
SEC. 3001. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Intermodal
Transportation Safety Act of 1997,

Sec.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T19:12:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




