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The bill would make several technical
modification to last year’s legislation. It
would repeal the provision that restricts
ownership of qualified zone academy bonds
to financial institutions, it would require a
maximum maturity of 15 years, rather than
a maximum maturity determined under a
formula, it would change the formula for al-
locating the national limit to make it con-
sistent with the formula used in allocating
the limit on qualified school construction
bonds, and it would provide an indefinite car-
ryover of any unused credit.

2. QUALIFIED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BONDS

The bill would also permit State and local
governments to issue qualified school con-
struction bonds to fund the construction or
rehabilitation of public schools. Interest on
qualified school construction bonds would in
effect be paid by the Federal government
through an annual tax credit. The credit
would be provided in the same manner as the
credit for qualified school academy bonds.

Under the bill, a total of $9.7 billion of
qualified school construction bonds could be
issued in 1999 and in 2000. Half of the annual
cap would be allocated among the States on
the basis of their population of low-income
children, weighted the State’s expenditures
per pupil for education (the Title | basic
grant formula). The other half of the annual
cap would be allocated among the hundred
school districts with the highest number of
low-income children and that allocation
would be based on each district’s Title 1
share.

The following chart shows the aggregate
amount of qualified school construction
bonds that could be issued in each State
under the bill. The total includes amounts
allocated to large school districts in the
State. An additional $600 million is reserved
for allocations to other school districts not
in the largest 100 districts.

[In thousands of dollars]

State Estimate allocation
Alabama ........cocooiiiiiiiiii $285,079
Alaska .... 36,902
Arizona ... 257,957
Arkansas .... 145,925
California ... 2,281,018
Colorado ...... 165,781
Connecticut . 205,080
Delaware ............... 36,902
District of Columbia 75,395
Florida .... 1,047,028
Georgia ... 476,055
Hawaii .... 40,984
Idaho .... 43,463
HENOIS oo, 911,455
Indiana ......coooiiiiiii 276,395
lowa ........ 103,120
Kansas .... 126,821
Kentucky 277,115
Louisiana ......ccooeveeviiieiiiiieeeenne 463,217
Maine ......... 61,639
Maryland ........ 306,488
Massachusetts 354,978
Michigan . 857,280
Minnesota .. 220,820
Mississippi 253,547
Missouri ..... 314,131
Montana .... 52,274
Nebraska . 78,955
Nevada ......... 71,817
New Hampshire 36,902
NEW JerSEY ...coeviviiiiiiieiiniienannens 414,267
New MeXiCO .....cccuveviiniiiiiiiiiiciennee, 145,570
New York ........ 2,166,015
North Carolina ... 297,397
North Dakota 36,902
ORNIO e 782,970
Oklahoma 203,043
Oregon ......... 155,387
Pennsylvania .. 852,156
Puerto RiCO .......coeeviiiiiiiiieean, 494,937
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State Estimate allocation

Rhode Island ............cccoeiiiiiiiennnen. 72,188
South Carolina .......cccccooviiiinnnn 198,015
South Dakota ........cccceevivninienennn. 38,002
Tennessee ... 331,119
Texas ..... 1,614,095
Utah ....... 66,771
Vermont ... 36,196
Virginia .... 258,862
Washington . 236,595
West Virginia . 142,557
Wisconsin .... 332,401
Wyoming 33,059

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 1998

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on roll
call vote #26 on the bill, H.R. 217, taken on
March 3, 1998, | was erroneously recorded as
voting “yes.” On that vote | intended to be re-
corded as voting “no.” | ask unanimous con-
sent that this statement appear at the appro-
priate place in the RECORD.

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 1998

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 1998

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the glorious and
joyous holiday of Saint Patrick’s Day for all of
those Irish around the world, and their many
friends, fast approaches once again.

It is especially important this year to cele-
brate this great holiday honoring Ireland’s pa-
tron saint, and we and the entire world hope
and pray that lasting peace and justice on the
Emerald Isle will emerge from the current
peace talks on the future of the north of Ire-
land.

| recently returned from Ireland where |
helped lead a Congressional delegation to re-
invigorate the Irish American inter-parliamen-
tary exchange, dormant since the mid-1980s.

We were all very grateful for the leadership
of our Speaker NEWT GINGRICH, and the work
of our distinguished U.S. Ambassador Jeane
Kennedy Smith in Dublin, in helping to bring
about this renewed inter-parliamentary ex-
change between Ireland and the U.S. Con-
gress.

We saw firsthand on our visit to Ireland, the
new economic vibrancy in the Irish Republic.
The “Celtic Tiger” is alive and well. One sta-
tistic we learned paints the impressive eco-
nomic picture of the new Ireland: Other than
the U.S. today, Ireland exports more comput-
ers worldwide than any other nation in the
world, including even Japan.

For the first time in many years, there are
more than enough good jobs, immigration is
down, and the lIrish diaspora are returning
home to work and take these new jobs. 4,500
in 1997 alone returned home from America.
The long suffering of the close knit Irish family
from the immigration of its sons and daugh-
ters, hopefully is a thing of the past.

The close links, common bonds, friendships
and mutual understandings between the Irish
people and our nation are long, strong and vi-
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brant. Both nations have benefited from these
close ties, common links, and deep mutual un-
derstandings and fond affection.

The Irish have played a vital part in Amer-
ican history. There were Irish soldiers and offi-
cers who distinguished themselves in the
American Revolution, helping us secure our
own freedom from the British.

Many Irish paid the ultimate sacrifices in our
tragic civil war. For example, 540 Irishmen
died or were wounded in less than 30 minutes
on September 17th, 1862 at Antietam in fight-
ing on the side of the north as part of the Irish
Brigade, in the bloodiest day of our civil war.

The Irish contribution is enormous to our
politics, arts, sports, literature, commerce, the
labor movement, and so many other areas of
our American life. We, as a nation and a peo-
ple, owe the Emerald Isle much. We have an
obligation to pay attention to events in Ireland
today.

The lIrish role in U.S. politics is well known,
including providing us more than a dozen
American Presidents. Our histories, cultures,
and people are very closely linked.

It is little noted, but at one time not long
ago, the President of the U.S., the Speaker of
the House, and the Majority Leader of the
U.S. Senate, while serving together in our
highest elected offices, were all Irish Catholic
with close and very deep roots in the Emerald
Isle.

Today, the future of the north of Ireland, and
its relationship with the vibrant and prospering
Republic of Ireland to the south is being de-
cided across the bargaining table, not by the
bomb and gun. Those engaged in the sense-
less sectarian killings have not de-railed the
peace process. They shouldn’t and must not
be permitted to do so!

The U.S., both the executive branch and the
Congress have played a vital and constructive
role through an evenhanded and balanced ap-
proach to the Irish peace process, now mov-
ing forward in Belfast, albeit at far too slow a
pace.

| have been particularly pleased to play a
small part in keeping the lIrish question high
on the U.S. foreign policy agenda. We owe all
the Irish people here and there, at least that
much.

| have not hesitated to provide bipartisan
support for President Clinton's overall con-
structive and very helpful efforts in helping to
find peace and lasting justice in the north of
Ireland.

These historic talks in Belfast today are
being led, we are all very proud to say, under
the table chairmanship of our former congres-
sional colleague, Senator George Mitchell of
Maine who himself has some proud Irish
roots.

In promoting the effort to finding lasting
peace and justice in the north through all party
inclusive talks, we in America have in some
small way been able to help pay back Ire-
land’s warm and generous people, who have
given our nation so much.

Today, after urging by both governments in
the region, the U.S., and the millions of friends
of the Irish people all around the globe, the fu-
ture of the north is being decided by the re-
sponsible leadership of the people through po-
litical means, and discussions and their even-
tual “consent” to any proposed solutions. This
is how it should be!

The Irish people both north and south, have
consistently made clear that talks and nego-
tiated political settlement were and are the
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