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IN HONOR OF THE PANCYPRIAN

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA WOM-
EN’S ISSUE NETWORK AND MRS.
YIANOULLA VASSILIOU

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to the Pancyprian
Association of America Women’s Issues Net-
work on the occasion of their first annual din-
ner dance. I would also like to honor the
Pancyprian Women’s Issue Network’s first
1998 Woman of the Year Award honoree,
Mrs. Yianoulla Vassiliou.

Mrs. Vassiliou, who is visiting the United
States for several weeks, is a former principal
and elementary school teacher in the occupied
part of Cyprus in the village of Rizokarpaso
Cyprus. Yianoulla Vassiliou has devoted the
past 24 years to educating these enclaved
children. For selflessly leaving her family and
dedicating her time to ensure that these chil-
dren in the occupied area receive an edu-
cation, Mrs. Vassiliou is a worthy recipient of
the first Pancyprian Women’s Issue Network
1998 Woman of the Year Award.

The Pancyprian Association of America
Women’s Issues Network was established in
the spring of 1996 by a group of dedicated
women as a division of the Pancyprian Asso-
ciation of America, Inc. in an effort to bring to-
gether women of Hellenic origin. The Found-
ing President, Dr. Florentina Christrodoulidou,
has spearheaded the organization to be a sig-
nificant component of the Hellenic women’s
movement.

The Pancyprian Women’s Issues Network is
a network group providing information and
services to women within the Hellenic commu-
nities. It helps raise awareness about social,
health, economic and other issues as they re-
late to women’s roles as mothers, daughters,
wives, breadwinners and homemakers.

The philosophy of the Pancyprian Women’s
Issues Network is one of extending a helping
hand to others, and which is deeply rooted in
efforts to develop mutual prosperity and steer-
ing lives towards family fulfillment.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues rise
with me in this tribute to the Pancyprian Asso-
ciation of America Women’s Issues Network, a
group of dedicated Hellenic women who have
successfully integrated the Hellenic spirit with
American ideals and values. I also ask my col-
leagues to rise in tribute to the Pancyprian As-
sociation’s Woman of the Year honoree, Mrs.
Yianoulla Vassiliou.
f

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NEW HOPE
FOUNDATION

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to acknowledge the positive efforts of the
New Hope Foundation, Inc. in Jackson, MS.
New Hope was established in 1981 as a non-
profit organization to provide community-based
alcohol and other drug abuse correction serv-
ices to individuals, regardless of race, sex, re-

ligion, or national origin. New Hope’s mission
is to prevent, treat, and educate individuals liv-
ing in low and moderate income communities
about alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse.

Some of New Hope’s programs include a
Three Quarter-way House for males. This pro-
gram is a secondary alcohol and drug treat-
ment program for recovering chemically de-
pendent persons. In this program, individuals
are given an opportunity to improve their lives
by participating in vocational and employment
activities. New Hope also conducts several
other programs such as support groups that
help aid in temporary and permanent housing,
medical assistance, achieving a Graduate
Equivalency Diploma (GED), aid to the home-
less and many other worthwhile benefits for
men subjected and victimized by the ills of so-
ciety. It is refreshing to know that organiza-
tions such as New Hope are created to help
people who are not able to help themselves.

Mr. Speaker, I salute The New Hope Foun-
dation. We can learn a lot from their deter-
mination and their commitment to assisting the
less fortunate. I congratulate New Hope on
their accomplishments and I encourage them
in their quest to empowering a part of America
that is almost too often neglected.
f

SALUTE TO DR. JOHN S. MBITI

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to call
to the attention of my colleagues here in the
U.S. House of Representatives a very special
man, Dr. John S. Mbiti.

Dr. Mbiti has studied the attitudes of mind
and belief that have evolved in the many soci-
eties of Africa. His interests are in biblical
studies in relation to the expansion of Chris-
tianity and theological developments in Africa,
Asia, and Oceania, and missiology,
ecumenics, and the science of religion. Mbiti
adds a new dimension to the understanding of
the history, thinking, and life throughout the
African continent. Religion is approached from
an African point of view but is as accessible
to readers who belong to non-African societies
as it is to those who have grown up in African
nations. The publication of his book ‘‘African
Religions and Philosophy,’’ has become es-
sential reading for anyone concerned with Afri-
can religion, history, philosophy, anthropology
or general African studies.

As the representative of Elizabeth in Con-
gress, I am proud of the accomplishments of
Dr. John S. Mbiti. Mr. Speaker, I know my col-
leagues join me in expressing our appreciation
to Dr. John S. Mbiti for his numerous out-
standing contributions to humankind.
f

HONORING PETER C. CAMPANELLI

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the numerous achievements of Peter C.
Campanelli during his fiftieth birthday celebra-
tion. His dedication to providing vital clinical

services to individuals afflicted with mental ill-
ness has been incomparable.

As an adjunct professor at Rutgers and as
a supervisor of students working towards an
expertise in Cognitive/Behavioral Psycho-
therapy, Dr. Campanelli has trained a new
generation to deal with the intricacies of the
mental health field. He also organized and di-
rected the Institute for Community Living (ICL),
a private not-for-profit corporation, for the pur-
pose of development and operation of commu-
nity residences for the mentally ill within the
catchment areas of two large state psychiatric
hospitals. ICL currently provides approximately
five hundred and sixty residential beds within
various levels of care. It is clear that Dr.
Campanelli strives to provide vital services to
a constituency desperate for health and social
services.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulat-
ing Dr. Peter C. Campanelli on his fiftieth
birthday and thank him for sowing the seeds
for others in our community to follow in his
footsteps and provide the needed services for
those who live there.
f

IN HONOR OF IRENE
KLEMENTOWICZ

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to Irene
Klementowicz, a resident of my district who
has fought hard to protect the environmental
health of her community.

Ms. Klementowicz has actively worked to
improve her community since she first arrived
in Greenpoint. Among her many activities, she
helped ensure that a local factory started im-
plementing pollution controls. This was espe-
cially important since it was situated directly
across from two schools.

This early activism led to an appointment to
Community Board 1, where she continues to
champion the health and safety of her district.
Among her accomplishments, she can be
credited with a hard-fought and successful
campaign to shut down the Greenpoint incin-
erator, long a source of pollution and nui-
sance.

Ms. Klementowicz’s efforts have been rec-
ognized by numerous civic organizations. The
City Club of New York honored her with an
award for grass-roots leadership to the Con-
cerned Citizens of Greenpoint, of which she is
president. This group was formed to address
environmental conditions that are detrimental
to the health of Greenpoint citizens.

Her selfless efforts on behalf of the
Greenpoint community have earned her the
respect, and in some cases trepidation, of nu-
merous public officials. She is both a tireless
opponent of environmental degradation, and a
committed activist for improving the quality of
life in her district.

The efficiency and effectiveness Irene
Klementowicz has displayed in Greenpoint
should serve as a model for all community ac-
tivists. Without people like Ms. Klementowicz
working to improve communities on the local
level, our work as Members of Congress
would be compounded tenfold. It is the hard-
working people like Ms. Klementowicz who
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