March 10, 1998

SALUTE TO WOMEN IN BUSINESS
AND THE BUSINESS WOMEN’S
NETWORK

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, for
Women’s History Month, I want the
world to know how proud I am of the
women’s business leadership in Cali-
fornia and the entire United States. It
is with great pride that we recognize
California is No. 1 in the number of
women entrepreneurs as well as the
fastest growing state for women minor-
ity entrepreneurs.

The entire nation should celebrate
with us as we recognize that there are
almost 9 million women entrepreneurs
today of which 1.1 million are minori-
ties.

The female labor force is making
great strides as we project, along with
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, that 72
million women will be working by the
year 2005 representing 63% of women 16
and older.

As the decade draws to an end and a
new millennium approaches, we cele-
brate women entrepreneurs as the fast-
est growing segment in our economy.
And may I remind you again, dear col-
leagues, California is No. 1.

Despite all the good news, women en-
trepreneurs still are under-served in
access to capital. I am proud of several
of the California banks such as Bank of
America and Wells Fargo. They need to
do more, as do all of our California
banks (and all banks across the United
States) to help finance the growth of
women-owned business, the growth of
minority-owned business, and the fi-
nancing of U.S. Exports.

How can one represent the great
State of California and not talk about
technology. It is fantastic to note that
women now represent 52% of all Inter-
net users. The analyst said just a few
years ago we were technologically illit-
erate. We proved them wrong.

I want to recognize the Business
Women’s Network (BWN) for its out-
standing capacity and record to unite
business women. BWN is a giant net-
work now of 1200 women’s associations
whose membership total more than 9
million. In addition, BWN has located
750 women’s web sites nationwide and
will publish profiles of the 1200 organi-
zations and 750 web sites in its 1998 Di-
rectory due out in October 1998.

Women are the economy, as Univer-
sity of California/Berkeley professor
and former Chairman for the Council of
Economic Advisors, Laura D’Andrea
Tyson, reminds us of this fact. Women
represent more than $3.5 trillion in
spending economy. And, women owned
businesses generate over $3 trillion in
revenue.

Again, thanks to the Business Wom-
en’s Network for helping us recognize
that it is essential to salute business
women. As my Congressional sisters
today have selected Women in Business
as the issue of the day, how appro-
priate that I, too, with the support of
my Senate colleagues recognize the im-
portant progress women in business are
achieving.
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I also want to salute Aida Alvarez,
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration (SBA). She single-
handedly has moved women entre-
preneurs and minority entrepreneurs
up as priorities for this Nation. With
the role of the Office of Women Busi-
ness Ownership and its Women Centers,
and with SCORE’s commitment to
counsel more women and add to its
rolls more women counselors, we all
say, felicitates Administrator Alvarez.

I praise the National Women’s Busi-
ness Council for emphasizing critical
issues such as access to capital for
women entrepreneurs.

In summary, as Women’s History
Month makes us stop and reflect where
we come from, I personally want to sa-
lute all women in business and look
forward to much greater gains for the
next millennium, now not many
months away. Congratulations to the
Business Women’s Network (BWN), and
the 1200 business organizations rep-
resenting entrepreneurs and profes-
sionals, diversity, and high and low in-
come business women.e®

—————

MARTIN LUTHER KING MEMORIAL

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President I rise
today to express my strong support for
legislation authorizing the placement
of a Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
on the Capitol Mall.

Mr. President, the Capitol Mall has
an important place in our nation, and
in the hearts of its people. It is on the
Mall that we honor the heroes who
made our country great. Under the
Commemorative Works Act, which
governs placement of memorials on the
Mall, the honor of placement there is
reserved for memorials of ‘‘preeminent
historical and lasting significance to
the Nation.”

These words clearly apply to the Rev-
erend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. King changed America by awak-
ening her conscience. His campaign of
nonviolent protest brought to light the
injustices of a racially segregated soci-
ety and played a major role in fos-
tering the legislation necessary to do
away with many forms of official dis-
crimination. In the words of the na-
tional Capital Memorial Commission,
Dr. King ‘“‘has had a profound effect on
all Americans which will continue
through history.”

America is more just and honest be-
cause of the efforts of this man of God.
We remain far from perfect as a nation,
but, in confronting our problems in re-
gard to race relations and violence, we
can look to the legacy of Doctor King
for guidance.

Dr. King sought a nation in which
each of us would be judged according to
the content of our character, in which
opportunity would replace want, and
acceptance would replace discrimina-
tion. He addressed these problems
through his speeches and grass roots
activism. He addressed them as a schol-
ar and a statesman, as a father and as
a husband, as a man, and as a man of
God.
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Doctor King called on the better an-
gels of our character, only to die from
an assassin’s bullet. But his spirit lives
on so long as we strive to make his
dream a reality. He called on us as a
nation to treat one another as brothers
and sisters, to care for one another and
to strive together for a better world. It
is up to us to answer his call, to honor
him for making it, and to spread his
word by making it a part of a national
memorial in the heart of our nation’s
capital.e

———

SARA DECOSTA: 1998 U.S. WOMEN’S

OLYMPIC ICE HOCKEY TEAM
GOLD MEDALIST
e Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise

today to honor the accomplishments of
Sara DeCosta of Warwick, RI. As a
member of the U.S. Women’s Olympic
Ice Hockey Team, Sara and her team-
mates made history this year by win-
ning the first-ever gold medal awarded
in women’s ice hockey at the 1998
Olympic Winter Games in Nagano,
Japan.

Sara’s efforts were a great part of the
drive to bring home the gold. Her world
class talent and solid determination
helped team USA rise above the best in
Women’s Ice Hockey. Sara and her
teammates proved that years of dis-
cipline, hard work, and tough sacrifices
can pay off. Their magnificent display
of sportsmanship and pride lifted our
hearts and hopes. Truly, Sara and the
U.S. Women’s Olympic Ice Hockey
team exemplify the best America has
to offer and their success serves as a
gleaming reminder of what can be
achieved through bold determination
and persistence.

Mr. President, Sara’s victory is not
just about hard work and discipline. It
proves that if you believe in your own
abilities you can succeed, no matter
what outdated gender stereotypes
would dictate. Sara has served as an
example to the state of Rhode Island
and the country. Her dedication and
enthusiasm will inspire others to look
beyond the traditional path and to
reach for the stars to bring home their
own personal gold medals. I congratu-
late Sara, the other eight players who
are alumnae or students in Rhode Is-
land’s schools and the rest of the Wom-
en’s Hockey Team. We can be proud of
this group of young women for their
commitment to follow their dreams.
Sara DeCosta and her teammates are
an inspiration to us all.e

——————

MESSAGE OF THE DALAI LAMA ON
THE 39TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TIBETAN UPRISING

e Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President,
today marks the 39th anniversary of
the Tibetan wuprising, a time when
many Tibetan citizens gave their lives
to defend their freedom and to prevent
the Dalai Lama from being kidnapped
by the Chinese army. For those who
stand with the Tibetan people, it is a
day to consider what can be done to
lend support to their aspirations.
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