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personally have led efforts to protect whales
from commercial hunting and to protect Afri-
can elephants from the deadly effect of the
international ivory trade. | have also been in
the forefront in bringing greater awareness to
the linkages between refugees, world hunger,
and national security to environmental deg-
radation. In addition, if we do not assist in the
survival of indigenous and tribal people, their
wealth of traditional knowledge and their im-
portant habitats will no longer be available for
the rest of mankind.

Earth Day is a successful incentive for on-
going environmental education, action, and
change. Earth Day activities address world-
wide environmental concerns and offer oppor-
tunities for individuals and communities to
focus on their local environmental problems.
As you may know, along with several of my
colleagues, | introduced H.R. 1256, which was
approved by Congress to authorize the pur-
chase of Sterling Forest. Added to existing
parks, this purchase created a 15,000 acre
area of greenery just 40 miles north of New
York City. | am pleased to state that we have
also received an additional $8.5 million fund-
ing for this important project. Along with Rep.
Sue Kelly, | have requested funding for the
Hudson Valley national heritage area, which
would help preserve the history, culture, and
traditions of our beautiful region. | am also
proud to note that my 20th district of New
York is home to the Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory, one of the country’s leading cli-
mate study institutions.

Earth Day is a powerful catalyst for people
to make a difference toward a clean, healthy,
prosperous future. We must not continue with
the lax attitude that someone else will clean
up after us. We need to take care of our world
today. | cannot think of a better day to commit
to this than today, on Earth Day. Let us salute
all of the people who observe Earth Day, in all
ways, large or small.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with my colleagues an excerpt from the
newsletter of the Conneaut Cellars Winery in
Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania. It was written
by Mr. Joal Wolf, who is the proprietor of the
winery. | believe this text eloquently articulates
the arguments against the national .08 stand-
ard.

Recently neo-prohibitionists, social Do-
Gooders, and short-sighted legislators (all in
the business to scare you and make numbers
look the worst possible) started their propa-
ganda with nastier attacks due to the lack of
attention in public. These attacks are direct
at drinkers in general and unfortunately not
at abusers and drunk drivers. They would
like to duck the new reality, punish respon-
sible drinkers, and blackmail states and
local jurisdictions by withholding state high-
way funds (ISTEA) for not accepting a Blood
Alcohol (BAC) level of 0.8%.

Decades of government data show that the
number one cause of drunk driving incidents
is the alcohol abuser who drinks excessively
and then drives. Yet the proposed legislation
inexplicably ignores this reckless menace
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and instead calls for laws that would make it
illegal for a 120 Ib. woman to drive after
drinking two glasses of wine within two
hours. According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, the average
BAC among fatally injured drunk drivers is
0.18%, and more than 80% of these drivers
have at least 0.14% BAC. Federal government
statistics show a very small percentage, not
enough for casual effects, of accidents are
caused by people with between 0.08 to 0.10%
BAC. Fewer than 1.0% of fatalities involve
drinking drivers (not drunks) with BAC
under 0.10%.

Drunk driving versus drinking and driv-
ing—why bother with semantics when high-
way carnage is at stake? The real problem is
the act of driving drunk. The crime should
be when your ability is truly impaired,
whether it is alcohol, lack of sleep, anxiety,
anger, illegal drugs, and so forth.

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JAMES R. STRONG

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, | wish to take
a moment to speak about a man of distin-
guished civil service and professional integrity.
The Honorable James R. “Jim” Strong, former
Missouri State Representative and State Sen-
ator, recently passed away at the age of 77.

A native of Marshfield, MO, and a lifelong
resident of the Jefferson City, MO, area,
Strong graduated from Jefferson City High
School in 1939. After studying at Jefferson
City Junior College, Strong served in the
United States Navy and was abroad the USS
Phoenix at Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941. He served in the South Pacific for the
remainder of World War 1.

After the war, Jim Strong became the co-
founder of Strong Brothers Millwork and Lum-
ber Company, and later co-owned other lum-
ber companies. He also was involved in office
and commercial real estate rental and was a
cattle farmer for many years. He served on
the Jefferson City Council from 1969 to 1972,
and was elected to the Missouri House of
Representatives in 1973. In 1982, Strong was
elected to the Missouri Senate, and he was
re-elected in 1986. He retired from public serv-
ice in 1990.

In addition to his contributions as a public
servant, Jim Strong participated in many com-
munity activities. He was a member and elder
of the First Presbyterian Church and also held
memberships or offices in the VFW Post 1003,
American Legion Post 5, Pearl Harbor Sur-
vivors Association, Cole County Fair Associa-
tion, Cole County Fair and Horse Show, Sal-
vation Army Advisory Board, Jefferson City
Chamber of Commerce, Jefferson City Jay
Booster Club, Cole County Historical Society,
Capital City Council of the Arts, Memorial
Community Hospital Board of Governors, St.
Mary’'s Health Center Advisory Board, Cole
County Republican Club, Pachyderm Club,
Conservation Federation of Missouri, Cole
County Association for Mental Health, Cole
County Volunteer Fire Department, Jefferson
City United Way, Cole County Extension Serv-
ice, Lions Club, Jefferson City Rotary Club,
Jefferson City Jaycees, Jaycee Cole County
Fair Association, Mayor's Bond Issue Advisory
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Board, and Jefferson City Planning and Zon-
ing Committee.

Jim is survived by his wife, Sue, one son,
two daughters, two sisters, one brother, eight
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Strong was a true gen-
tleman, and he displayed honesty and integrity
throughout his public service career. | am cer-
tain that the Members of the House will join
me in paying tribute to the fine Missouri legis-
lator.

CONGRATULATIONS TO SCOTT
JOHNSON, MICHAEL WALSH,
LINDA COLEMAN, MATTHEW

ETHEN, AND DIANE JACKSON
HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Scott Johnson, Michael
Walsh, Linda Coleman, Matthew Ethen, and
Diane Jackson for being honored with the
1998 Excellence In Teaching Awards. These
exceptional educators were honored for their
unique contributions to the betterment of edu-
cation.

Scott Johnson is a third grade teacher at
Fresno Unified School District's Aynesworth
Elementary School. He has been teaching for
eighteen years. He has also taught fourth,
sixth, and second grade classes. Scott has
been in charge of the reading lab, E.S.L.
teaching lab, and was a resource teacher for
6 years. As a member of the Fresno Zoologi-
cal Society, he has volunteered for the past
eight years in various fund-raising events. He
has performed with the Fresno Childrens’
Playhouse, bringing live theater to Fresno stu-
dents. He has actively worked with his
church’s Children’s Ministry and has been list-
ed in the California State Department of Edu-
cation’s List of Exemplary Language Arts
Teachers.

Michael Walsh is currently a sixth grade
teacher at Fresno Unified School District's
Roeding Elementary School. During his ca-
reer, Michael Walsh has been a teacher at
Rowell Elementary School, Slater Elementary
School, and on special assignment at the Dis-
covery Center. He has also served as a
Teacher/Energy Coordinator at Easterby Ele-
mentary School, Elementary Science Special-
ist For the Fresno Unified School District, and
Assistant Energy Coordinator for the Fresno
Unified School District. He has a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Arizona State University and
has studied at California State University,
Fresno, the University of California at Berkeley
and Fresno Pacific College. Michael Walsh is
also the author of the work titled “Science
Education.”

Linda Coleman is currently teaching at Fres-
no Unified School District's Yosemite Middle
School. During her 25 years of teaching, Linda
Coleman has served as a writing consultant, a
teacher of physical education, and a teacher
of language arts & science. Additionally, she is
a coach for both volleyball and track and field
at Yosemite Middle School. She received both
her Bachelor of Science degree and teaching
credential from California State University,
Fresno and is an active volunteer in the com-
munity. Her volunteer activities include author-
ing Yosemite's first technology plan, member
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