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TRIBUTE TO OPERATION GANG

RESCUE

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 1998

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the law enforcement of-
ficials and central California valley youth who
have contributed to the 3rd annual community
service ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue.’’ Fresno,
Madera, Merced, and Los Banos communities,
local officials, and the Central Valley Der-
matology and Laser Medical Center have
joined together in support of the community
Gang Intervention program and gang related
tattoo removal for Valley youth. I applaud their
efforts and dedication.

‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ is a community
service program in cooperation with ‘‘Gang
Intervention Units’’ of the police departments
of local communities from Fresno, Madera,
and Merced Counties. Men and women in the
law enforcement organizations serve as men-
tors, providing direction and encouragement to
the youth involved in the program. The partici-
pation of the law enforcement organizations,
which includes the Fresno County Probation
Department, Madera Probation Department,
Merced Police Department, and Los Banos
Police Department, is commendable.

The objective of the program is to establish
a long term community service program where
the Central Valley Dermatology and Laser
Medical Center contributes its time, facility,
and laser equipment to provide treatment ses-
sions and removal of ‘‘gang related tattoos’’
free of charge. The participation of Dr. Syed
Pervaiz and the Central Valley Dermatology
and Laser Center has been instrumental to the
program for the past three years. Dr. Pervaiz
is credited with being a community leader and
exemplary citizen. He and his staff are a credit
to the community.

The youngsters that participate in this pro-
gram are selected by the Fresno County Pro-
bation Department, Madera Probation Depart-
ment, Merced Police Department South Sta-
tion, and Los Banos Police Department. They
are all deserving of this recognition.

For all of their hard work and dedication I
would like to recognize Probation Officers Phil-
lip Fuentes, Kristine Kelly, and Gerald
Sandoval from the Fresno County Probation
Department, Juvenile Division. I would also
like to recognize youths Dawn Dervisian, Joe
Madrid, and Jonathan Franco who were se-
lected for the program by the Fresno County
Probation Department.

I would like to congratulate Naomi Saldivar-
Wyatt and Daniel Nunez from the Madera Pro-
bation Department. Additionally, I recognize
Obed Reyes, Timothy Edwards, Angel Ortega,
and Michael Ramon for actively participating in
this program under the guidance of the
Madera Probation Department officers.

I would like to recognize Commander Wally
Broughton, D.A. Penn, and Richard Morgan
from the Merced Police Department South
Station. Under their guidance, Erick Smith,
Mimi Mojica, Khou Moua, Daniel Aguilar, John
Stephens, and John Vang all actively partici-
pated.

From the Los Banos Police Department,
Chief Mike Hughes and Wayne Small oversaw
youths Ernie Alvarez and Celina Basch. These

devoted individuals have made concerted ef-
fort to make a difference in the San Joaquin
Valley.

It is through the community efforts displayed
by these individuals that we can reach a high-
er level of tranquillity in our respective commu-
nities. The program is a multi-agency effort to
give ‘‘at risk’’ youth a chance to lead produc-
tive lives. Additionally, the program offers
young people the opportunity to rid them-
selves of gang tattoos free of charge.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay
tribute to the law enforcement officials and
central California valley youth who have con-
tributed to the 3rd annual community service
‘‘Operation Gang Rescue.’’ I commend Dr.
Pervaiz and his staff for facilitating the serv-
ices and procedures to give these young citi-
zens an opportunity for a brighter future. The
efforts of the law enforcement officers of Fres-
no, Madera, Merced, and Los Banos bring
unmeasurable rewards for the youths partici-
pating in the ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ pro-
gram. I ask my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ many more
years of success.
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OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to join the citizens of Hillsdale and Branch
Counties to pay special tribute to our rep-
resentative in the Michigan legislature.

So many people talk about the kind of lead-
er they want to represent them in government
and Mike Nye fits that definition by every
measure.

This week, my friends in Hillsdale County
will honor Mike Nye for his sixteen years of
dedicated leadership in Lansing. They know,
as I do, that few people have accomplished
more in that time for the people of Michigan.

Mike Nye’s retirement from the state legisla-
ture is a great loss. As a member of the
House, he fought for commonsense legal re-
form and worked to provide better health care
to poor children and was the innovator of re-
forms that have resulted in a better education
system for Michigan. Mike Nye’s improve-
ments in court reform, school reform, tort re-
form, and juvenile justice reform will be a con-
tinuing legacy of his knowledge, ability and
leadership in the Michigan legislature.

In an era of overheated rhetoric and blatant
partisanship, Mike Nye stands out as a concil-
iator—a legislator who brought people to-
gether. Mike Nye was often the man people
turned to when they needed a leader to final-
ize and pass legislation.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I here in
Washington can learn a lot from the service of
Mike Nye. His contributions to public policy
are equaled by his and his wife, Marcie’s,
dedication to their community. Marcie’s leader-
ship in working in the prison system with her
Kids Need Moms program is a great example
of their commitment to help people.

I know Mike’s future contributions will be
just as worthwhile to all of us, regardless of
what path he may take. God bless you, Mike,
and good luck.

THE PAOLI BATTLEFIELD
PRESERVATION ACT OF 1998

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 1998

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
the Seventh District of Pennsylvania which I
represent is exceptionally rich in historical
sites which serve to remind us of our colonial
and early-American heritage. As we commit
resources to allow our school children to re-
visit history via virtual reality, I feel it’s impor-
tant that we preserve the true reality of signifi-
cant historical sites such as the Paoli Battle-
field in Malvern, Pennsylvania.

This land was the site of the ‘‘Paoli Mas-
sacre’’ in which British troops led by Major
General Grey attacked the American Army of
Pennsylvania Regiments on the wooded hill-
side and two fields between what is now
Sugartown Road and Warren Avenue. The en-
suing battle resulted in at least 52 American
deaths and 7 British fatalities. The British
night-time bayonet charge was aided by the
fact that Americans were silhouetted against
the light of their campfires. Some American
troops panicked and fled and general disorder
spread throughout the American line. British
dragoons, arriving on the field, shattered the
American column and pursued retreating
Americans as far as Sugartown Road. Only
the more disciplined American soldiers es-
caped the original onslaught unscathed, but a
following British assault, conducted by the
Royal Highland Regiment, completed the rout.

The Paoli Massacre was part of the military
conflict between British and Americans forces
during the Revolutionary War’s Philadelphia
Campaign, a chapter of the war that witnessed
the occupation of Philadelphia and the famed
American encampment at Valley Forge in the
winter of 1777–78. The first two American at-
tempts to stop the British invasion that Fall
were the Battle of Brandywine, September 11,
1777, and the unsuccessful Battle of the
Clouds, September 16, 1777. The Paoli Mas-
sacre was part of the third effort to contain
British General Sir William Howe’s advance on
Philadelphia.

The Paoli Battlefield Site and Parade
Grounds, containing 62 acres, is situated in
the Borough of Malvern, Chester County and
consists of two adjoining parcels. In 1777,
these parcels represented the northern por-
tions of two farms and were the location of the
heaviest action of the battle. The eastern par-
cel, identified as the Battlefield Site, is ap-
proximately 40 acres and consists of a for-
ested ravine and slope rising to a plateau con-
taining a plowed field and surrounding woods.
The western parcel is the 22 acre Parade
Grounds, established in 1822, where the local
militia drilled and the community used as a
commemorative property focusing on honoring
all veterans. Monuments honoring World War
I and II veterans can be found there, as well
as the mass graves of the slain soldiers of the
American Revolution, where a fieldstone wall
surrounds a mound and obelisk monument.
The tremendous historical value of this land is
without question and should be preserved for
future generations to appreciate.

The Battlefield Site is presently owned by
the Malvern Preparatory School. The School’s
Board of Trustees recently voted to sell the



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE702 April 29, 1998
Battlefield for $2.5 million but have resisted
placing the land on the open real estate mar-
ket to provide the local community the oppor-
tunity to raise the funds necessary to pur-
chase the land. To date, the Paoli Battlefield
Preservation Fund has raised in excess of $1
million. The purpose of the Paoli Battelfield
Preservation Act of 1998 is to authorize the
addition of the Paoli Battlefield site to the Val-
ley Forge National Historical Park and to au-
thorize the appropriation necessary to com-
plement local funds raised to ensure the pur-
chase of the site for preservation purposes.

Having recently been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, the National Park
Service recognized the Paoli Battlefield citing
its importance ‘‘in the area of American mili-
tary history as a Revolutionary War battle and
for honoring the commemorative efforts of the
local community to preserve this important
site.’’ Patrick McGuigan, retired Command
Sergeant Major of the U.S. Army and Presi-
dent of the Paoli Battlefield Preservation Fund,
has put succinctly describes the importance of
this bill: ‘‘This community of 2,944 people pos-
sesses a part of American history in our own
backyard, a memorial to the highest price
Americans have paid—laying down their lives
for our freedoms. We are trying to purchase
the site for all Americans, and the Chester
County Historical Society wants to hook this
up with their education program involving local
battlefields. Individually, saving this site is a
good thing, but collectively, in conjunction with
American history, it’s a great thing.’’

The Battle was a true massacre, henceforth
inspiring American Revolutionary troops to cry
‘‘Remember Paoli!’’ This legislation merely
seeks to facilitate local efforts to preserve this
invaluable land—the site of a massacre that
henceforth inspired American Revolutionary
troops, and now us today, to cry, ‘‘Remember
Paoli!’’
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a number of Pittsburgh residents
who will be honored on May 1 with Bloomfield
Citizens Council Awards. Every year, the
Bloomfield Citizens Council makes these
awards as a way of recognizing members of
the community who have made a significant
contribution to the quality of life in Bloomfield.
I would like to take this opportunity to mention
the 1998 award winners and commend them
for their efforts to make Bloomfield a better
place to live.

For their work with Operation Charlie, which
ministers to the needs of needy children and
senior citizens, Donna and Dennis Ramallo
have been selected as the 1998 recipients of
the Mary Cercone Outstanding Citizen Award.
This award is given to individuals who dem-
onstrate ‘‘an unfselfish commitment to others
and a deep love for the community of Bloom-
field. Through Operation Charlie, the Ramallos
have provided gifts of clothing, toys, personal
items, and school supplies to needy local resi-
dents. They have also made contributions to
local food pantries, and they have college

scholarships to deserving high school stu-
dents.

A Community Commitment Award will go to
Rose Larus, who has volunteered her time
and energy in the community for more than 13
years. Over that period of time, she has orga-
nized events to educate and screen residents
for a host of health-related problems, estab-
lished the non-profit organization Senior
Friends, helped with the annual Senior Fes-
tival, co-chaired the Immaculate Conception/
St. Joseph blood drives, raised money for
Meals on Wheels and local food banks,
worked with the Catholic Youth Organization,
and volunteered for many worthy causes. She
volunteers an average of 100 hours per
month.

A Public Safety Award will be bestowed
upon Officer Mildred Johnson, who has
worked for a number of years out of Zone Five
Station to prevent crime and keep young peo-
ple from using drugs.

The Bloomfield Citizens Council is present-
ing a number of Youth Dedication Awards this
year. One recipient of the Youth Dedication
Award this year will be Dan Brannigan, who
has been actively involved with the Bloomfield
Catholic basketball team, composed of high-
school-age boys, for the last four years. An-
other Youth Dedication Award will go to Lundo
DiMarco, who was actively involved in putting
together the Tri-Ward Baseball League, which
consists of more than 200 boys from the ages
of 5 to 17. Lawrence Camerota will also re-
ceive a Youth Dedication Award for his many
efforts to teach young people the joys of ath-
letic competition. Mr. Camerota coached Little
League Baseball with the Bloomfield Youth
Athletic Association for more than 30 years.
He coached the Immaculate Conception foot-
ball team for a number of years, and he re-
cently helped to organize the Tri-Ward Base-
ball League. Dominic Piccola will get a Youth
Dedication Award for coaching young people
in Little League, the Tri-Ward Baseball
League, and the Bloomfield Street Hockey
League. Marlene Hennigan and Barbara
Zielmanski—also known as ‘‘the Thompson
Sisters’’—will share a Youth Dedication Award
for their more than 20 years of work with the
Bloomfield Girls Athletic Association. Finally,
Vinessa Gentile Turpin will receive a Youth
Dedication Award for more than 25 years of
teaching at Immaculate Conception School
and Peabody High School, as well as her
many after-school volunteer activities, which
included the National Junior Honor Society,
school yearbooks and newspapers, science
fairs, spelling bees, debate leagues, Upward
Bound, as well as stints as tennis coach, soc-
cer coach, and basketball coach.

The Bloomfield Citizens Council will also
present a host of awards for Christmas deco-
rations again this year. Nancy Goldberg will
receive the Most Festive Award for her Christ-
mas light display in memory of her husband
Sam Goldberg. John and Nancy Greegus will
receive the Most Artistic Design Award for the
decorations adorning their home. Mike and
Ortenza Magliocco will receive the Best Use of
Frontage Award. John and Norma Feigel will
receive the Keeping Christ in Christmas Award
for their decorations with a religious theme.
Nick and Dolores DiGiacomo will receive the
Most Outstanding and Completely Decorated
Home Award this year, their third award in as
many. And finally, Phyliss Kutosky and Lucille
Tortorea—a mother-and-daughter team—will

receive the Most Elaborate Property Decora-
tion Award for decorating the property they
share.

The individuals receiving 1998 Bloomfield
Citizens Council awards have all helped to im-
prove the quality of life in Bloomfield. I com-
mend them for their efforts.
f
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the Kit Carson
Woodwind Ensemble from Kit Carson School
for representing the state of Colorado at the
National Festival of the States in Washington,
D.C.

The National Music Festival honors all
American music, focusing on patriotic music
as our country continues to salute an era of
veterans and civilians who served their coun-
try, paying the highest price for Liberty.

The Kit Carson Woodwind Ensemble con-
sists of twenty students, ranging from elemen-
tary to high school. These students are from
a small town, with a population of 300, in the
middle of Colorado’s most productive farming
and ranching community.

Kit Carson is a town of achievers and civic-
minded people who realize that nothing comes
free. This special community raised more than
$25,000 in two months to send every child in
the Wind Ensemble to Washington, D.C. The
students and parents recycled aluminum, held
spaghetti feeds and washed cars until their
hands were raw. I am very proud of these
young citizens and their parents for their hard
work and dedication to making this trip pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in welcoming band members Sarah Wolff,
Michelle Wolff, Bethany Schallenberger, Adri-
enne Steiner, Latisha Robinson, Jennifer
Johnson, Helyna Bledsoe, Jessica Kent, An-
drea Johnson, Melissa Kliensen, Cheryl
Steiner, Matthew Maxcy, Samuel Maxcy,
Aaron Perdue, Scott Oswald, Joshua
Schnable, David Thatcher, Kent Lewis, Nathan
Maxcy and band instructors Brian Edgar and
Dan Parmentier to Washington.
f
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I take great
pride in rising to recognize Bob Lent, UAW
Region 1 Director, who will be retiring at the
end of June. On May 5, 1998, Bob Lent will
celebrate his retirement with his friends and
colleagues at Penna’s in Sterling Heights.

Through the years, Bob Lent has been a
fighter. His tireless efforts have improved the
lives of the working families throughout South-
eastern Michigan. Bob is a man who has dedi-
cated his life to securing dignity and respect
for all people. He has been a champion of civil
rights and civil liberties, and has helped create
a stronger, more united community.
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