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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 6968(a), appoints
the following Senators to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Naval Academy:

The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MiI-
KULSKI), from the Committee on Appro-
priations, and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES), At Large.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 9355(a), appoints
the following Senators to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy:

The Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. HOLLINGS), from the Committee
on Appropriations, and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. CLELAND), At Large.

———
AUTHORIZING THE PRINTING OF
MINUTES OF PARTY CON-
FERENCES
Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Senate Resolution 219, sub-
mitted earlier today by Senators MACK
and DASCHLE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 219) authorizing the
printing of the minutes of the Senate Repub-
lican and Democratic Party conferences.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, that the preamble be
agreed to, and that the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res. 219), with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. REs. 219

Whereas the Senate Republican and Demo-
cratic Conferences have maintained minutes
of their meetings since the earliest years of
this century;

Whereas the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress recommends that the
portions of those minutes at least 30 years
old be published; and

Whereas the minutes of the Senate Party
Conferences offer rich documentation of the
Senate’s institutional development during
the first two-thirds of the 20th century: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. PRINTING OF THE MINUTES OF THE

REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE, 1911-
1964.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be printed as
a Senate document the book entitled ‘‘Min-
utes of the Senate Republican Conference,
1911-1964"°, prepared by the Senate Historical
Office under the supervision of the Secretary
of the Senate, with the concurrence of the
United States Senate Republican Con-
ference.

(b) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Senate document
described in subsection (a) shall include il-
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lustrations and shall be in the style, form,
manner, and binding as directed by the Joint
Committee on Printing after consultation
with the Secretary of the Senate.

(c) NUMBER OF COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number of copies, there shall be print-
ed with suitable binding the lesser of—

(1) 1,000 copies for use of the Senate, to be
allocated as determined by the Secretary of
the Senate; or

(2) a number of copies that does not have a
total production and printing cost of more
than $1,200.

SEC. 2. PRINTING OF THE MINUTES OF THE
DEMOCRATIC CONFERENCE, 1903-
1964.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be printed as
a Senate document the book entitled ‘‘Min-
utes of the Senate Democratic Conference,
1903-1964"°, prepared by the Senate Historical
Office under the supervision of the Secretary
of the Senate, with the concurrence of the
United States Senate Democratic Con-
ference.

(b) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Senate document
described in subsection (a) shall include il-
lustrations and shall be in the style, form,
manner, and binding as directed by the Joint
Committee On Printing after consultation
with the Secretary of the Senate.

(c) NUMBER OF COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number of copies, there shall be print-
ed with suitable binding the lesser of—

(1) 1,000 copies for the use of the Senate, to
be allocated as determined by the Secretary
of the Senate; or

(2) a number of copies that does not have a
total production and printing cost of more
than $1,200.

———

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF ISRAEL

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of House Joint Resolution 102,
which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H. J. Res. 102) express-
ing the sense of the Congress on the occasion
of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
modern State of Israel and reaffirming the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between
the U.S. and Israel.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the joint resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I would
like to recount a little history—a his-
tory I'm sure many are familiar with.
One hundred years ago last August, the
first World Zionist Congress convened
in the Swiss city of Basel. Although
the gathering attracted little attention
at the time, what transpired then
would forever change the course of
Jewish history, and indeed world his-
tory.

What later came to be known as the
Basel Program stated quite simply
that the aim of Zionism was ‘“To create
for the Jewish people a home in Pal-
estine secured by public law.”

With that simple proposition, the
delegates at the first Congress formally
set into motion the Jewish national
liberation movement. It would mean
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the fulfillment of a spiritual yearning
that had remained unrealized for over
two millennia.

At the conclusion of the conference,
Theodor Herzl recorded a prescient
entry in his diary:

In Basel, I founded the Jewish state. If T
were to say this aloud I would meet with
laughter; but in another five years, and cer-
tainly in another fifty years, everyone will
be convinced of this.

From the distance of a hundred
years, I can say we are convinced.

Of course, it took fifty years of sac-
rifice—and a world shamed by the Hol-
ocaust—before Herzl’s dream of a Jew-
ish homeland became a reality. But it
happened, and tomorrow we celebrate
fifty years of Israeli independence.

In that short span of time, Israel has
become the beacon of hope for Jews the
world over. It has successfully absorbed
wave after wave of immigrants from
every corner of the globe. It has built a
thriving economy larger than the
economies of all its immediate neigh-
bors combined. It is the sole democracy
in a region where dictatorships and
monarchies are the norm. It excels in
science, technology, and culture far
out of proportion to its small popu-
lation.

In short, the Jewish people have,
after long tribulation, taken their
rightful place among nations. And
Israel has become a symbol to all of us.

The very fact that Israel exists
means that Jews will never again be at
someone else’s mercy. They are mas-
ters of their destiny. Israel is the tan-
gible expression of the solemn vow we
made after the Holocaust— ‘Never
Again.”

Never again will Jews be powerless.
Never again will they have to rely upon
the mercy and goodwill of an overlord.
Never again will they have to watch
helplessly as nearly half of their people
is exterminated. Put simply, Israel
symbolizes the restoration of Jewish
independence and dignity.

Nearly a quarter century ago as a
junior Senator on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, in my first official
trip overseas, I made a formative jour-
ney to Israel. It was just after the Yom
Kippur war—a war that vividly brought
home Israel’s vulnerability as well as
the absolute necessity of an intimate
U.S.-Israel relationship.

The lessons I learned on that journey
have remained with me ever since. In
the past twenty-five years, I have
worked with six different Israeli Prime
Ministers and six different American
Presidents. I have been twice in the
majority party in the Senate and I am
now in the minority for the second
time.

But through it all, the United States
relationship with Israel has remained a
constant feature. It transcends indi-
vidual leaders and political parties. It
is not subject to the vagaries of inter-
national events. The bond between
Israel and the United States is un-
breakable.

This strategic and moral partnership
between Israel and the United States
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has made possible the peace agree-
ments between Israel and three former
adversaries.

As Israel’s enemies have seen that
they cannot drive a wedge between our
two countries, so they have come to
recognize slowly but surely that Israel
is here to stay.

I know that I speak for many of my
colleagues when I say that the Amer-
ican commitment to Israel over the
next 50 years will be just as reliable as
it has been in Israel’s first 50 years.

I urge my colleagues to support this
joint resolution and I yield the floor.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I am
very pleased to join with Senator LOTT
in sponsoring this resolution honoring
the 50th anniversary of Israel’s found-
ing.

I had the privilege of speaking last
week at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Founders Reunion in Washington. In
my remarks, I quoted from one of the
sages of the Torah, who told us more
than 200 years ago that God could have
created plants that would grow into
loaves of bread. Instead, He created
wheat for us to grow and mill and
transform into bread.

Why?

Because He wanted us to be able to
take part in the miracle of creation.

And, just as the founders of the Holo-
caust Museum can take pride in their
contribution to the creation of that
memorial, so too can Israelis take
great pride in their contributions to
the creation of the modern State of
Israel.

In my remarks to the Holocaust Mu-
seum founders, I also cited Elie
Wiesel’s view that: ‘‘Survivors are un-
derstood by survivors only. They speak
in code. All outsiders could do was
come close to the gates.”

That is what the Holocaust Memorial
Museum allows us to do: to come close
to the gates; to see; to grieve; and, fi-
nally, to learn, so that we can pass the
knowledge on, from generation to gen-
eration, about what can happen when
intolerance and hatred are allowed to
spread unchecked.

One of the greatest benefits of the
Holocaust Museum is that it helps its
millions of visitors understand why
there must be an Israel. The Holocaust
Museum is evidence of the fact that
out of the unspeakable horror of the
Holocaust has come the miracle of the
creation of the State of Israel to pro-
vide a homeland for Jews around the
world. Out of this tragedy has come the
modern-day State of Israel, the 20th
century version of the 3,000-year old
historic Kingdom of Israel.

We are introducing this resolution
today to celebrate and commemorate
the 50th anniversary of Israel’s found-
ing and to offer the Senate’s congratu-
lations on reaching this important
landmark.

Mr. President, fifty years is not con-
sidered long relative to the lifespan of
an England, a China or an India. In the
case of Israel, however, it is an eter-
nity when we factor in the obstacles it
has faced during these fifty years.
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Throughout its existence, Israel has
faced an array of enemies dedicated to
its destruction. It has been forced to
fight six wars, battle against countless
terrorist acts, survive economically in
the face of widespread economic boy-
cotts, and make its way in the world
despite international criticism against
it.

This resolution commemorates not
only Israel’s ability to survive these
odds, but also its ability to thrive and
prosper in the face of these constraints
and to maintain its adherence to de-
mocracy and the rule of law. Israel
today is a dynamic, vibrant society
committed to the same values and
principles as the United States.

Another important reason we are of-
fering this resolution is to reiterate
the strength of the partnership be-
tween the U.S. and Israel—a partner-
ship based on shared values, interests
and goals. Israel is a trusted ally and
an important strategic partner.

I would like to make the resolution’s
four resolved clauses part of my state-
ment offering my best wishes to Israel
on this important occasion.

The measure resolves that the United
States recognizes the historic signifi-
cance of the fiftieth anniversary of the
re-establishment of the sovereign and
independent modern State of Israel.

It commends the people of Israel for
their remarkable achievements in
building a new state and a pluralistic
democratic society in the Middle East
in the face of terrorism, hostility and
belligerence by many of her neighbors.

It reaffirms the bonds of friendship
and cooperation which have existed be-
tween the United States and Israel for
the past half-century and which have
been significant for both countries.

And it extends the warmest con-
gratulations and best wishes to the
State of Israel and her people for a
peaceful and prosperous and successful
future.

Mr. President, I urge all Senators to
join me in sending our congratulations
to Israel on this noteworthy day.

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, I rise
today to offer my congratulations on
the upcoming 50th Anniversary of the
founding of the state of Israel.
Throughout Israel and the TUnited
States, people will gather together to
commemorate this anniversary, to re-
flect upon the accomplishments of the
Israeli people, and to look forward to
the new millennium.

Not unlike the founding of our own
nation, a small group of leaders gath-
ered in the Tel Aviv Museum at 4:00 on
May 14, 1948 to realize a dream by for-
mally declaring the creation of the
state of Israel. Few Americans may be
aware that within 11 minutes of that
declaration, President Harry Truman
had taken the necessary steps to offer
formal diplomatic recognition to this
new nation, making the United States
the first nation to recognize Israel as a
sovereign state. From that point, the
United States and Israel cemented a
friendship based on our common bonds:
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from cultural and religious ties to a
mutual belief in the power of democ-
racy to the assurance of a peaceful,
prosperous future.

Each time I have visited Israel, I
have been impressed with the hope for
the future expressed by her people.
This hope exists despite the challenges
Israel has faced from the moment of its
creation. In many ways, I believe these
challenges have helped the Israeli peo-
ple create a society that serves as an
example to all nations.

It is a society based on democracy. In
a region where the seeds of democracy
have not fully taken root, Israel has a
vibrant democracy with strong public
participation. It is a prosperous soci-
ety. Despite a wide variety of economic
challenges, Israel’s economy has grown
to the point where per capita income
rivals that of most Western nations.
Finally, it is a society based on oppor-
tunity. Like our own country, Israel is
a nation of immigrants. It is a nation
that has gathered people from around
the world with the promise of political
and religious freedom.

Today, Israel continues to face chal-
lenges as it prepares to move into the
21st Century. As the people of Israel
seek to achieve economic independ-
ence, ensure their security, and create
a lasting peace with their neighbors,
they do so with the assurance of the
continued strong relationship with the
United States.

Mr. President, the words Prime Min-
ister David Ben-Gurion delivered in his
address to a new nation still ring true
today:

Whatever we have achieved is the result of
the efforts of earlier generations no less than
our own. It is also the result of unwavering
fidelity to our precious heritage, the herit-
age of a small nation that has suffered much,
but at the same time has won for itself a spe-
cial place in the history of mankind because
of its spirit, faith, and vision.

Mr. President, again, I offer my con-
gratulations to the people of Israel on
this 50th Anniversary. We share with
them the bond of democracy and the
hope of a peaceful and prosperous fu-
ture.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the joint reso-
lution be considered as read a third
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion appear at this point in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 102)
was passed.

————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL
30, 1998
Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 11 a.m. on
Thursday, April 30. I further ask that
on Thursday, immediately following
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