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Gilmore for his service as an intern in 
my office during the Spring of 1998. 

Since I was elected in 1994, my staff 
and I have made a pledge of service, 
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to principled public pol-
icy. We believe that Americans are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, and among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. The power we exercise is grant-
ed by Missourians and the American 
people; we serve to secure their rights. 
We also dedicate ourselves to quality 
service. America’s future will be deter-
mined by the character and produc-
tivity of our people. In this respect, we 
seek to lead by our example. We strive 
to lead with humility and honesty. We 
will work with energy and spirit. We 
will represent the American people 
with loyalty and integrity. Our stand-
ard of productivity is accuracy, cour-
tesy, efficiency, integrity, validity, and 
timeliness. 

It is with much appreciation that I 
recognize Gavin’s contribution to our 
effort to fulfill this pledge and to serve 
all people by whose consent we gov-
ern.∑ 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF SERVICE 

∑ Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to extend appreciation to Joshua 
Summers for his service as an intern in 
my office during the Spring of 1998. 

Since I was elected in 1994, my staff 
and I have made a pledge of service, 
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to principled public pol-
icy. We believe that Americans are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, and among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. The power we exercise is grant-
ed by Missourians and the American 
people; we serve to secure their rights. 
We also dedicate ourselves to quality 
service. America’s future will be deter-
mined by the character and produc-
tivity of our people. In this respect, we 
seek to lead by our example. We strive 
to lead with humility and honesty. We 
will work with energy and spirit. We 
will represent the American people 
with loyalty and integrity. Our stand-
ard of productivity is accuracy, cour-
tesy, efficiency, integrity, validity, and 
timeliness. 

It is with much appreciation that I 
recognize Joshua’s contribution to our 
effort to fulfill this pledge and to serve 
all people by whose consent we gov-
ern.∑ 
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IN APPRECIATION OF SERVICE 

∑ Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to extend appreciation to Jenny 
Behm for her service as an intern in 
my office during the Spring of 1998. 

Since I was elected in 1994, my staff 
and I have made a pledge of service, 
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to principled public pol-
icy. We believe that Americans are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, and among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. The power we exercise is grant-
ed by Missourians and the American 
people; we serve to secure their rights. 
We also dedicate ourselves to quality 
service. America’s future will be deter-
mined by the character and produc-
tivity of our people. In this respect, we 
seek to lead by our example. We strive 
to lead with humility and honesty. We 
will work with energy and spirit. We 
will represent the American people 
with loyalty and integrity. Our stand-
ard of productivity is accuracy, cour-
tesy, efficiency, integrity, validity, and 
timeliness. 

It is with much appreciation that I 
recognize Jenny’s contribution to our 
effort to fulfill this pledge and to serve 
all people by whose consent we gov-
ern.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the 50th 
anniversary of the State of Israel, and 
the enduring, unshakable friendship 
that has been built between the United 
States and Israel during those 50 years. 

Fifty years ago today, according to 
the Hebrew calendar, David Ben-Gurion 
told the world that the State of Israel 
was born. In that moment, one of the 
greatest events in the life of the Jewish 
people took place. Since the Jewish 
people were expelled from their ancient 
homeland nearly 2,000 years ago, the 
desire to return had remained in the 
hearts and prayers of Jews throughout 
the world. 

In the early decades of this century, 
the Zionist movement brought thou-
sands of young, idealist Jews back to 
Palestine, which was at the time con-
trolled by the Turks, and then the 
British. They returned to the land, es-
tablishing kibbutzim and agricultural 
settlements, and reinvigorated ancient 
cities. They built the foundations for a 
state, joined during and after the Holo-
caust by other Jewish immigrants, 
fleeing unprecedented persecution. 

Supported by Jewish communities 
around the world, their efforts, and the 
burning need for a Jewish homeland, 
were recognized by the United Nations 
in the Partition Plan of November 29, 
1947, which called for the creation of a 
Jewish and an Arab state in Palestine. 
Six months, later, on May 14, 1948, the 
State of Israel was formally estab-
lished. 

Much like the United States, Israel is 
a nation of immigrants. The establish-
ment of Israel has provided a home and 
refuge for more than 2.6 million immi-
grants since its inception. They came 
to escape persecution, to build a better 
life, or simply to participate in the re-
building of a nation. 

Jews from every continent and doz-
ens of countries, speaking nearly every 
language on earth, have returned to 
their ancient homeland: from Russia 
fleeing first pogroms and then Com-

munism; from Germany, Austria, Po-
land, Hungry, Romania, and Czecho-
slovakia fleeing the Holocaust; from 
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and North Africa 
fleeing Arab anti-Zionism; from Iran 
fleeing the Ayatollahs; and from Latin 
America fleeing cruel military re-
gimes. 

In the 1990’s Israel has seen the larg-
est wave of immigration in its history. 
757,000 immigrants, some 700,000 of 
them leaving behind the chaos of the 
former Soviet Union, and 14,000 of 
whom were rescued in one day in a dar-
ing airlift from Ethiopia. Israel has 
served as a model for ethnic diversity 
as Jews from all parts of the world 
have ascended to the highest levels of 
the public and the private sector. 

Within minutes of Israel’s founding 
in 1948, President Harry Truman recog-
nized the new state. But there was lit-
tle time for celebration, because within 
24 hours, Israel was attacked by Arab 
forces from all sides. Immigrants who 
had just fled the horrors of the Holo-
caust were given guns and instructions 
to fight, in languages they did not un-
derstand. 

In that desperate War of Independ-
ence, Israel lost nearly 1% of its popu-
lation defending itself. But the mili-
tary acumen and spirit of sacrifice that 
made that victory possible presaged 
the building of the Israel Defense 
Forces—a true citizen army—into one 
of the world’s most respected mili-
taries. In subsequent wars when 
Israel’s survival was threatened—in 
1956, 1967, and 1973, Israel fought off 
seemingly insurmountable odds to re-
tain its statehood. 

As spelled out in its Declaration of 
Independence, the state was formed ad-
hering to democratic and Jewish val-
ues, recognizing the freedom of all in-
dividuals who reside within it. Israel’s 
vibrant democratic system embodies 
many of the same values that America 
holds so dear, including: the separation 
of powers; concern for human rights; 
an independent judiciary; a representa-
tive parliament (the Knesset) with 11 
political parties representing Jews, 
Arabs, Christians, Druze, men and 
women; a free press with the highest 
percentage of newspapers and readers 
per capita in the world; an average of 
80% voter turnout in national elec-
tions; and, guaranteed civil liberties. 

Over the years, the United States and 
Israel have built a deep and multi-fac-
eted friendship. Based on common val-
ues of democracy and peace, and 
backed by the United States’ ironclad 
commitment to help Israel safeguard 
its security, the U.S.-Israel relation-
ship is poised to develop into an even 
more intimate one in Israel’s next 50 
years. 

In science and technology, trade, cul-
ture, and of course, security coopera-
tion, the ties grow deeper every year. 
Most recently Israel and the U.S. have 
moved to deepen their defense coopera-
tion by expanding the Arrow anti-mis-
sile program, developing the Theater 
High Energy Laser designed to defend 
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