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Asian Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 13, 1998, at 2:00 p.m. to
hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet in executive session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 13, 1998, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ON

REGULATORY RELIEF

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Financial Institutions
and Regulatory Relief of the Commit-
tee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 13, 1998, to conduct an over-
sight and reauthorization hearing on
the Community Development Finan-
cial Institutions Fund (CDFI) Program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY,
PROLIFERATION, AND FEDERAL SERVICE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Subcommittee
on International Security, Prolifera-
tion, and Federal Services to meet on
Wednesday, May 13, 1998 at 2:00 p.m. for
a hearing on ‘‘S. 1710, The Retirement
Coverage Error Correction Act of 1998.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND EDUCATION
REFORM ACT—CONFERENCE RE-
PORT

∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
particularly in light of the 1996 Farm
Bill, it is important that the federal
government focus its attention on the
factors that will increase U.S. agri-
culture’s competitiveness in a deregu-
lated farm economy. This includes im-
proving efficiency in the transpor-
tation system, keeping international
markets active and growing, advancing
research, and facilitating use of mar-
ket oriented risk management tools.

Yesterday the Senate approved the
Conference Report to S. 1150, which
provides for two of those critical fac-
tors. First of all, it provides important
funding for agriculture research pro-
grams. Though I am critical of govern-
ment funding of applied research that
would otherwise be financed by those
who will directly benefit in the private
sector, I view basic research as a re-
sponsibility of the federal government.
It is through research—largely con-
ducted by the land grant universities
supported by the federal government—

that we experienced the ‘‘green revolu-
tion’’ whereby the world learned to
produce more food using fewer re-
sources. Through research we have de-
veloped technologies that have in-
creased farm efficiency exponentially,
transformed food processing, and en-
hanced human nutrition. Given the
structure of the agriculture industry,
these advances never would have oc-
curred if it had been up to individual
farmers or individual companies to
conduct the necessary research.

Furthermore, the intensive use of
farmland here in the U.S. means that
sensitive ecosystems around the
world—which would have to be con-
verted to farmland were it not for the
productive capacity of the Midwest—
can be spared. Continuing to search for
ways to increase the productive capac-
ity of America’s farmers will help en-
sure that these ecosystems are not de-
stroyed in order to provide for the food
needs of the world’s growing popu-
lation. So the advances achieved
through research have not only im-
proved our own economic position,
they have also benefitted the environ-
ment worldwide.

The bill also provides a stable fund-
ing mechanism for crop insurance,
which has been subject to annual de-
bates in recent years. This has been
problematic for farmers and insurance
agents, who need to be able to plan
ahead. With the more liberalized mar-
ket conditions that the new Freedom
to Farm Act provides, risk manage-
ment is more important than ever for
farmers. And, for many, crop insurance
is the most viable option for managing
risk. In fact, lenders often require that
producers obtain crop insurance in
order to qualify for operating loans.

All of the spending that is directed
toward these programs is offset by sav-
ings from food stamp administration
accounts and the limitation of Com-
modity Credit Corporation funding for
computers. So, the increased spending
in this bill does not jeopardize the bal-
anced budget agreement enacted last
year.

It goes without saying that this bill
is critical for a farm state like Kansas.
However, the benefits of agricultural
research and a reliable mechanism to
manage risk extend well beyond the
state lines of farm states—this coun-
try’s production affords our consumers
in rural communities and cities alike
the cheapest, safest, and most abun-
dant food supply on earth. It is impera-
tive that Congress continue the invest-
ment that makes this competitive ad-
vantage possible. I am glad that the
Senate finally approved the Conference
Report, and hope that the House will
act soon to secure these benefits for
rural America.∑
f

CELEBRATION OF ISRAEL’S 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, dur-
ing the last few days, both in Israel and
around the world, Jews and millions of

others have been celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the birth of Israel. A
celebration of Israel is a celebration of
democracy, prosperity, faith and the
fulfillment of the dream of a Jewish
homeland.

It was on May 14, 1948, that David
Ben-Gurion announced Israel’s birth to
the world. Fifty years later, Israel is a
mature state—a survivor of wars, as-
sassinations and painful regional con-
flicts. And Israel has not only survived,
it has prospered and thrived.

It has bloomed in the desert, taking
root against seemingly impossible
odds.

But it does not surprise us, for we
know that overcoming the insurmount-
able is the story of the Jewish people.
Examples of Israel’s achievements
abound: it is a world leader in develop-
ing agricultural techniques for arid cli-
mates, and in harnessing the power of
solar energy.

Ben-Gurion believed that Israel could
lead the world to a better future by
marrying the ethical teachings of the
ancients with the discoveries of mod-
ern science. ‘‘It is only by the integra-
tion of the two,’’ he wrote, ‘‘that the
blessings of both can flourish.’’

Israel ranks among the most ad-
vanced economies in the world, and is a
vigorous democracy in a region of
largely authoritarian regimes. Voter
turnout for Israel’s 1996 elections were
about 80 percent, a high turnout by any
standard, and one that surpasses and
challenges the United States, which
had just 49 percent turnout that same
year. And Israel has successfully reset-
tled Jewish immigrants from the
former Soviet Republics and across the
globe, including absorbing 680,000 im-
migrants during a three year period.
The culture of Israel is equally vibrant,
as Israelis have drawn on their dra-
matic personal and national histories
to create invaluable contributions to
the arts.

At 50, Israel has character, strength
and dignity. Of course, like anyone who
reaches 50, Israel is also experiencing
something of a mid-life crisis.

As Israelis take stock of their
achievements at this important mo-
ment in their history, they find prob-
lems yet to be solved and many goals
yet to be reached. Israel has not yet
made peace with all of her neighbors,
and difficult decisions about how to
achieve peace, or whether to continue
to, at this point, seek peace at all, are
causing painful rifts in Israeli society.

Personally, I look at Israel from
many perspectives—as an American, as
a Jew, as a United States Senator and
as a member of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee.

As an American, I see Israel as a
staunch ally and friend. As a Jew, I see
a spiritual homeland, a place where all
Jews have a claim, a right to belong.
Israel is an oasis of faith for Jews in
every corner of the world. As a United
States Senator and member of the Sen-
ate’s Foreign Relations Committee, I
take a deep interest in Israel and the
Middle East peace process.
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