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In addition to his position with the Lyric

Opera of Kansas City, Russell is Festival Di-
rector and Principal Conductor at the Sun-
flower Music Festival. He founded both the
Sunflower Music Festival and the Missouri
River Festival of the Arts, and serves as Artis-
tic Director of the Buzzards Bay Musicfest. He
has appeared as guest conductor in opera
and concert engagements in Mexico City, Lon-
don, New York, Seattle, Cincinnati, and Sac-
ramento.

Mr. Patterson has spent his career enriching
Kansas City with his talent and vision. He is
a graduate of the Conservatory of Music at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City. He helped
establish the Middle-America Opera Appren-
tice Program in conjunction with the Conserv-
atory. The Apprentice Program is designed to
prepare exceptional young singers for a pro-
fessional operatic career. The Program contin-
ues to gain national recognition for its commit-
ment to aspiring artists.

As a trailblazer in the arts community, Mr.
Patterson has served on the Advisory panels
for the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Missouri Arts Council, as a consultant to
the Ford Foundation, and on the Board of Di-
rectors of OPERA America. He has received
numerous awards and honors including the
Alumni Achievement Award, the Dean’s
Award, the nationally prestigious Conductor’s
Award from the Alice M. Ditson Fund of Co-
lumbia University, and the W.F. Yates Medal-
lion from William Jewell College. In 1996, Mr.
Patterson was honored at the OPERA Amer-
ica 25th Anniversary Conference for his years
of service.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulat-
ing Russell Patterson for his commitment to
our community’s future artists and his service
to music in Kansas City. I wish he and his
lovely wife Terri well in all of their future en-
deavors, and hope we can enjoy some tennis
at the Cape.
f
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill to amend the D.C. Convention
Center and Sports Arena Authorization Act of
1995 in order to enable the Washington Con-
vention Center Authority (Authority) to finance
revenue bonds for the cost of constructing a
new convention center in downtown D.C. This
legislation moves forward the hope and prom-
ise of the 1995 legislation for a sports arena
and a convention center, twin centerpieces of
economic development and jobs in the city
and revitalization of downtown in the District.
The quick and efficient construction of the MCI
Center and the new jobs and revenue the
arena has brought to D.C. residents have en-
couraged the city to complete its work on a
convention center, where the need has long
been conceded.

In every other city in the United States, this
matter would not come before any but the
local city council. Unfortunately, unlike every
other city, the District does not have legislative

and budget autonomy and therefore cannot
spend its own funds unless authorized by
Congress.

Extensive hearings in the City Council have
been held on the underlying issues, with an in-
formed and vigorous debate by members of
the City Council. On June 16, the City Council
approved legislation to finance the new con-
vention center, and on July 7, the City Council
passed a bond inducement resolution to ap-
prove the Authority’s proposal for the issuance
of dedicated tax revenue bonds to finance
construction of the convention center. On July
13, the D.C. Financial Responsibility and Man-
agement Assistance Authority (Control Board)
gave its final approval to the financing plan for
the project, leaving only congressional author-
ization, which is necessary for the District to
proceed to the bond market.

On July 15, the Subcommittee on the Dis-
trict of Columbia heard testimony from Mayor
Marion Barry, City Council Chair Linda Cropp,
City Council Member Charlene Drew Jarvis,
Control Board Chair Andrew Brimmer, Author-
ity President Terry Golden, and representa-
tives of the General Accounting Office (GAO)
and the General Services Administration
(GSA) on the financial aspects of the project.
After hearing this testimony, I am satisfied that
the Authority is ready to proceed with the
issuance of bonds to secure financing, allow-
ing the Authority to begin to break ground pos-
sibly as early as September. Considering the
many years delay and the millions in lost reve-
nue to the District, ground breaking cannot
come too soon.

Although the GAO testified that the cost of
constructing the new convention center would
be $708 million, $58 million more than the
$650 million estimate, the $58 million is not at-
tributable to the cost of the center but to cer-
tain costs that should be borne by entities
other than the Authority. For example, vendors
who will operate in the facility are anticipated
to contribute $17.7 million in equipment costs;
the District government will provide $10 million
for utility relocation from expected Department
of Housing and Urban Development grants;
and the President has requested $25 million in
his budget to expand the Mount Vernon
Square Metro station.

The GSA testified that the agency had
worked closely with the Authority to keep the
costs of the project down. With the GSA’s as-
sistance, the Authority secured a contract with
a construction manager for a ‘‘Guaranteed
Maximum Price,’’ whereby the private contrac-
tor is given incentives to keep costs down and
assumes the risk for any cost overruns.

Mayor Marion Barry testified, among other
things, regarding the promise of additional
jobs for District residents. He said that the
new convention center would create nearly
1,000 new construction jobs, and that once
the facility is completed, it would generate
nearly 10,000 jobs in the hospitality and tour-
ism industries. He testified that, using some of
the approaches that were successful with the
MCI Center, special training, and goals for
jobs for D.C. residents would be met.

The District of Columbia Subcommittee
hearing was not a reprise of the lengthy D.C.
City Council hearings, and, on home rule
grounds, did not attempt to repeat issues of
local concern. However, since the issues of fi-
nancing and bonding before the Congress im-
plicate other areas, the Subcommittee asked
extensive questions and received testimony

concerning many issues, including location,
size, and job creation, in addition to the strictly
financial issues.

This convention center has an unusual fi-
nancial base, which I believe other cities might
do well to emulate. The financing arises from
a proposal by the hotel and restaurant industry
for taxes on their own industry that would not
have been available to the city for any other
purposes. The proposal was made at a time
when the city’s need for revenue and jobs has
been especially pressing. For many years, the
District had been unable to attract large con-
ventions. Not only has the District lost billions
as a result; the local hotel and restaurant in-
dustry has suffered from the absence of a
large convention center. It is estimated that
the inadequacy of the current facility led to the
loss of $300 million in revenue from lost con-
ventions in 1997 alone. My legislation will en-
able the District to compete for its market
share in the convention industry for the first
time in many years.

The delay in building an adequate conven-
tion center has been very costly to the District.
In a town dominated by tax exempt property,
especially government buildings, a convention
center is one of the few projects that can bring
significant revenues. To that end, the District
intends to break ground this September. I ask
for expeditious passage of this bill.
f
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize and honor the town of Hol-
land, Massachusetts on the dedication of its
new Town Hall and the celebration of its 215th
anniversary.

In 1730, the Town of Holland was settled by
Joseph Blodgett, whose descendants still live
in the town today. The Town was named after
Lord Holland, an English statesman who lob-
bied for independence for the American colo-
nies. The town was incorporated on July 5,
1783, and is rich with history.

Holland is located in the southeast corner of
Hampden County in Western Massachusetts.
The town is four square miles in area. It con-
tains the Quinnebaug River and the Hamilton
Reservoir, one of the largest reservoirs in
southern New England. It is nestled amongst
two hill ranges, where elevations reach up to
1,100 feet.

Throughout the years, Holland has re-
mained an example of the charm and beauty
of the traditional New England village. At dif-
ferent times, it has sustained industries such
as farming, the manufacturing of cloth, and
brick making. To this day, Holland is known
most for its recreational opportunities. There
are extensive recreational facilities at the
Hamilton Reservoir, which is stocked with trout
each year by the state of Massachusetts.
There is also a park and a swimming area at
the very picturesque Lake Siog. This small
town remains as alive and healthy today as it
was 215 years ago.
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