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the small island of Grenada from the authori-
tarian government that, under the direction of
Cuban dictator Fidel Castro, had overtaken
that nation.

During the time the Castro regime manipu-
lated the government of the island in an at-
tempt to expand communism in the Americas,
the people of Grenada lost all semblance of
civil liberties and human rights that was then
returned to them.

Unfortunately, it seems that the present
Grenadian government has forgotten the re-
pression brought upon their country by the
Castro regime and it has invited the dictator to
visit the island this week.

The visit comes as the nations members of
the Caribbean Economic Community
(CARICOM) continue to flirt with the Cuban ty-
rant, who desperately wants to enter the orga-
nization to obtain economic benefits that will
strengthen his oppressive regime.

How sad that after 19 American soldiers
died to liberate Grenada, that island’s govern-
ment now receives, with open arms, the dic-
tator who orchestrated the repression of that
island’s citizens.

Shame on the government of Grenada!
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Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life of Peggy Caldwell Beeson, who
passed away this month. I, along with many
other Northern Californians, cherished the
friendship of Peggy who, with her husband
Phillip, contributed greatly to our community.

Peggy had a special talent for sharing her
visions with others and making them want to
be a part of her ideas. This talent for consen-
sus building and motivating others allowed her
to accomplish things that most people would
never attempt.

Over the years, Peggy was involved with a
number of community action committees, in-
cluding the Parent Teacher Association, the
Lake Elephants Club, and the Konocti Lioness
Club. She also served as Executive Director
for Californians for a Drug Free Youth, Presi-
dent of the Conejo Republican Action Commit-
tee, and Director of the Riviera Yacht and Golf
Club.

Peggy and Phillip raised four daughters:
Karen, Lindsay, Cynthia, and Heidi. She also
is survived by 13 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Peggy Beeson’s dedication to community
and family should be held as a model for oth-
ers. I have personally seen the results of Peg-
gy’s efforts and was impressed time and again
with her hard work and determination. Her vi-
sion, innovation and accomplishments will
benefit the people of Lake County for a long
time.
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Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize and congratulate the people of
Geauga County on the 175th anniversary of
the Great Geauga County Fair. This special
gathering has always been a time for people
and families throughout Ohio to come to-
gether. It’s also a wonderful way to celebrate
community and the values we hold dear.

The Great Geauga County Fair brings to
mind homemade pies, baking contests, 4–H
club activities, the annual petting zoo, music,
and pony rides for children. The Fair is also
about celebrating the locally produced maple
syrup, used in nearly every home throughout
the region. Finally, the Fair provides a special
moment for the community to honor area vet-
erans and their service to Ohio and the nation.

The history of the Great Geauga County
Fair is as rich as the Fair itself. In 1823, a
group of pioneers, some of whom were among
the first settlers in Ohio’s Western Reserve,
formed one of our state’s first trade soci-
eties—called the Geauga County Agricultural
and Manufacturing Society. The society was
formed to promote the region’s growing farm-
ing and manufacturing industries. To display
and share the bounty from their farms, society
members organized an annual county-wide
fair. While the early Fairs alternated between
the towns of Burton and Chardon, the Fair has
been held in Burton at the County Fairgrounds
since the mid-1800s.

This year’s Fair also celebrates another
birthday. Known as the oldest and only all-vol-
unteer band in the Buckeye State, the Great
Geauga County Fair Band turns 60 this year.
To most people who go to the Fair today, the
Band is a major presence. In a fitting tribute
to this milestone, the band this year will play
with three of the original ‘‘charter’’ band mem-
bers.

Labor Day is always a bittersweet time. For
kids, the holiday means back to school; for
parents, it means a welcome day off to enjoy
the good weather. Labor Day also means Fair-
time—the ‘‘grand finale’’ to summertime in
Geauga County. Without doubt, the Fair is one
of our region’s most important annual commu-
nity events—for families and all residents of
northeast Ohio. In fact, the ‘‘Great’’ in the
Fair’s name was officially added early this
century to signify the Fair’s senior standing as
the ‘‘Great Granddaddy’’ of Ohio’s county
fairs.

The Great Geauga County Fair’s motto says
it all, ‘‘Something for Everyone Since 1823.’’
On the 175th anniversary of the Great Geauga
County Fair, I’m proud to represent the people
of Geauga County, and proud to be a part of
this community.
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, in

the Tuesday, July 21, 1998 copy of the Wash-
ington Post, there is a front page story about
how difficult it is to survive in society when
you’re an orphan and you turn 18. I would like
to insert this article in the record, Mr. Speaker,
without objection. According to this article, in
many states, when orphans turn 18 years of
age, they are dropped from the state’s child
protection system. This means they have to
pay their own rent, buy their own groceries
and manage their own budget. Without par-
ents to teach these orphans the importance of
fiscal responsibility, and to provide for their
needs when they do run out of money, it
should not be a surprise that 4 out of 10 of the
nation’s homeless are orphans.

There is one statement in the Post article
that sticks out in my mind. That statement
reads, ‘‘* * * there is little public attention fo-
cused on how to keep foster children from mi-
grating from their bureaucratic family to the
streets.’’ I agree that the public could be better
informed about the problems many orphans
face, but I wish the article had listed a group
I work with called the Orphan Foundation of
America as part of the solution. OFA has
worked hard over the last two decades to pro-
vide financial assistance and counseling to or-
phans, help which has made a tangible dif-
ference in the lives of many.

Founded in 1981, the Orphan Foundation
has awarded over $500,000 in scholarships to
orphans in 44 states through its OLIVER
Project, with the help of generous private and
corporate donors such as: American Airlines;
Gateway Computers; Kraft Foods, Inc.; Gen-
eral Electric; Prudential Securities; AT&T; J.C.
Penney Company; Bristol Myers-Squibb Com-
pany; Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue; Lock-
heed Martin; Fannie Mae; Lucent Tech-
nologies, Northrop Grumman; Time Warner,
Inc.; The Limited, Inc.; Williams & Jensen;
ESOP; and Kerr-MeGee Corporation. OFA
also teaches orphans how to successfully
manage their money and other basic life skills
they will need to know to survive in an unfor-
giving world, and does this through volunteers
in their communities.

Most of all, OFA and its tireless director, Ei-
leen McCaffrey, provides orphans with some-
thing they receive all too little—an ear to talk
to when they need encouragement, and a little
love and understanding. Most of the staff is all
volunteer, a true sign of their dedication. I
have had the pleasure of meeting and talking
with several orphans whose lives have been
impacted by OFA, and these youth are quick
to point to the organization as one big reason
why they have a job and a good education, as
opposed to being locked up in jail, or being
forced to sleep in their car.

The Orphan Foundation receives no state or
federal funding, and yet it has managed to im-
prove the lives of orphans across America. To
learn more about OFA, you can visit their web
page at www.orphan.org. The Orphan Foun-
dation of America is a great cause well worth
assisting, and a testimony of the power of
Americans who care.
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