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hackers, terrorists and other criminals,
provide a level playing field for U.S.
encryption manufacturers, and ensure
Constitutional protections for all
Americans. A number of my colleagues
have been pushing for this type of re-
form for years and several competing
encryption bills have been offered in
both the House and Senate during this
session.

Mr. President, as you may recall, |
engaged in a colloquy with my col-
leagues last week which reinforced the
need for Congress to act during this
session to break the impasse. This is a
difficult issue, not easily explained or
understood, but it is a crucial one. Mo-
mentum has been built in both the
House and Senate toward finding a
workable solution. Congress must seize
upon these efforts and pass a consensus
encryption bill now or risk starting all
over during the next session. Congress
has come too far on this issue to go
back to the beginning.

Americans need a sound and reason-
able encryption policy that protects
public safety, reinforces security, pro-
motes digital privacy, and encourages
online commerce and economic growth.
Without the development and use of
powerful encryption, we may bear the
consequences of the next hacker’s at-
tack on the Pentagon’s information
network, a terrorist attack on the
city’s power supply, or a thief’s attack
on the international financial markets.

With over $60 billion and over 200,000
jobs at stake by the year 2000, the
House and Senate cannot continue to
hope that the Administration will
reach an amicable solution that satis-
fies the needs of all parties. | strongly
encourage my colleagues to report out
a balanced encryption bill that Con-
gress can act on before the end of this
session. Before it is too late.

INSTALLATION OF WILLIAM B.
GREENWOOD AS PRESIDENT OF

THE INDEPENDENT INSURANCE
AGENTS OF AMERICA
Mr. FORD. Mr. President, | rise

today to commend a fellow Kentuckian
and my friend, William B. Greenwood
of Central City, who will be installed as
president of the nation’s largest insur-
ance association—the Independent In-
surance Agents of America (I1AA)—
next month in Boston. Bill is president
of C.A. Lawton Insurance, an independ-
ent insurance agency located in Cen-
tral City.

Bill’s career as an independent insur-
ance agent has been marked with out-
standing dedication to his clients, his
community, IIAA, the State associa-
tion—the Independent Insurance
Agents of Kentucky—his colleagues
and his profession.

At the state level, Bill served as
president of the Independent Insurance
Agents of Kentucky in 1983, and was
named the Kentucky association’s In-
surer of the Year in 1986. He was Ken-
tucky’s representative to IIAA’s Na-
tional Board of State Directors for
seven years beginning in 1985.
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Bill also has been very active with
IIAA. He served as chairman of its
Communications and Membership
Committees as well as chairman of the
Future One Communications Task
Force. Bill was elected to I1AA’s Exec-
utive Committee in 1992 and since then
he has exhibited a spirit of dedication
and concern for his 300,000 independent
agent colleagues around the country.

Bill’s selfless attitude also extends to
his involvement in numerous Central
City-area community activities. He re-
ceived the 1989 Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce Volunteer of the Year
Award. He is on the Boards of Directors
for the Leadership Kentucky Founda-
tion, Kentucky Audubon Council Boy
Scouts of America, and Central City,
Main Street, Inc.

In the past, Bill served on the Board
of Directors of the Muhlenberg Com-
munity Theater, the Everly Brothers
Foundation, and the Central City Main
Street and Redy Downtown Develop-
ment Corporation. Also, Bill is past
president of the Central City Chamber
of Commerce and the Central City
Lions Club.

Bill’s professional endeavors outside
IHAA extend to serving on the board of
directors and serving as president of
the First United Holding Company,
which owns Central City’s First Na-
tional Bank.

I have complete confidence that Bill
will serve with distinction and provide
strong leadership as president of the
Independent Insurance Agents of Amer-
ica. I wish him and his lovely wife, Les-
lie, all the best as IIAA President and
First Lady over the next year.

UTAH ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAM

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today |
pay tribute to the noteworthy efforts
of the Utah Assistive Technology Pro-
gram, which has helped empower indi-
viduals with disabilities, allowing
them to live more rewarding, produc-
tive, and independent lives.

An estimated 216,100 Utahns of all
ages—approximately 10 percent of our
state’s population—live with a dis-
abling condition. Assistive technology
provides a means whereby these indi-
viduals can live and work in virtually
all areas of society. Stated plainly, as-
sistive technology not only improves
the quality of life for individuals with
disabilities but also enables the rest of
us to have the benefit of their con-
tributions.

The term ‘‘assistive technology’ en-
compasses all devices that improve the
functional capabilities of individuals
with disabilities. Such devices can be
as simple as a wheelchair or as high-
tech as an electronic Liberator, a tech-
nological apparatus that makes com-
munication possible for disabled indi-
viduals who are not able to speak. Or-
ganizations such as the Utah Assistive
Technology Program provide services
that assist disabled individuals in the
selection and acquisition of these prod-
ucts.
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With the help of assistive technology,
children have received a more mean-
ingful and challenging education;
adults have undertaken rewarding ca-
reers; and senior citizens have contin-
ued to live independently in their own
homes.

The Tech Act, as it is known, passed
by Congress in 1988, has proven invalu-
able to the realization of these goals.
Under this act, Utah has established an
impressive assistive technology pro-
gram. According to my fellow Utahn,
Ms. Corey Rowley, chairperson of the
National Council on Independent Liv-
ing Assistive Technology Task Force,
the effectiveness of the Utah Assistive
Technology Program lies in its ability
to initiate and coordinate projects with
all relevant Utah agencies—an inte-
grated effort that transcends any one
piece of federal legislation.

Prominent among its achievements
is the creation of the Utah Center for
Assistive Technology in Salt Lake
City—a statewide service center that
provides invaluable assessments and
demonstrations of applicable assistive
technology devices to consumers. This
center also provides people with in-
formative guidance concerning avail-
able resources to acquire these serv-
ices. While federal funds from the Tech
Act were crucial to the center’s cre-
ation, it is now fully funded by the
state. This is an excellent example of
how Utah has been able to leverage a
small amount of federal funding.

Mr. President, we must make sure
that the Tech Act is reauthorized.
While this act has already enhanced
the lives of many Americans, a great
need still exists. We must do more. It
seems clear that the need for assistive
technology in the coming years will in-
crease as America’s population ages.
Moreover, we must take full advantage
of scientific and technological ad-
vances that can be applied to persons
with disabilities.

Congress will have the opportunity
this year to continue a modest federal
effort to empower individuals with dis-
abilities to learn, to work, and to pros-
per. | hope that all my colleagues will
support this program.

HONORING THE WRIGHTS ON
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America. In-
dividuals from strong families contrib-
ute to the society. In an era when near-
ly half of all couples married today
will see their union dissolve into di-
vorce, | believe it is both instructive
and important to honor those who have
taken the commitment of ‘“‘till death
us do part” seriously, demonstrating
successfully the timeless principles of
love, honor, and fidelity. These charac-
teristics make our country strong.

For these important reasons, | rise
today to honor Lonnie and Regina
Wright of Goshen, Arkansas, who on
August 4, 1998, will celebrate their 50th
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wedding anniversary. My wife, Janet,
and | look forward to the day we can
celebrate a similar milestone. The
Wrights’ commitment to the principles
and values of their marriage deserves
to be saluted and recognized.

RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, | rise
today to extend appreciation to
Arsalan Iftikhar for his service as an
intern in my office during the Spring of
1998. Arsalan set the highest standard
of excellence on a project undertaken
by my Operations Team.

Since | was elected in 1994, my staff
and | have made an oath of service,
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to quality service.
America’s future will be determined by
the character and productivity of our
people. In this respect, we seek to lead
by our example. We strive to lead with
humility and honesty, and to work
with energy and spirit. Our standard of
productivity is accuracy, courtesy, ef-
ficiency, integrity, validity, and time-
liness.

Arsalan has not only achieved this
standard, he set a new standard on the
project he was given. He exemplified a
competitive level of work while main-
taining a cooperative spirit. His per-
formance truly was inspiring to my en-
tire office. It is with much appreciation
that | recognize Arsalan’s contribution
to me and my staff in our effort to ful-
fill our office pledge and to serve all
people by whose consent we govern.

RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to extend appreciation to Heath-
er Oellermann for her service as an in-
tern in my office during the Spring of
1998. Heather set the highest standard
of excellence on a project undertaken
by my Operations Team.

Since | was elected in 1994, my staff
and | have made an oath of service,
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to quality service.
America’s future will be determined by
the character and productivity of our
people. In this respect, we seek to lead
by our example. We strive to lead with
humility and honesty, and to work
with energy and spirit. Our standard of
productivity is accuracy, courtesy, ef-
ficiency, integrity, validity, and time-
liness.

Heather has not only achieved this
standard, she set a new standard on the
project she was given. She exemplified
a competitive level of work while
maintaining a cooperative spirit. Her
performance truly was inspiring to my
entire office. It is with much apprecia-
tion that | recognize Heather’s con-
tribution to me and my staff in our ef-
fort to fulfill our office pledge and to
serve all people by whose consent we
govern.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK
GRANT LEGISLATION

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, |
would like to take this opportunity to
thank Senator CoATS, the Chairman of
the Labor Committee’s Subcommittee
on Children and Families, for the ex-
cellent work he has done in drafting
legislation to reauthorize the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant, which re-
cently passed in the Senate. The CSBG
program is intended to fight poverty
and alleviate its effects on people and
their communities. Through these
block grants, federal money is given to
the states and local communities to
create programs that help low-income
people secure employment, get an ade-
quate education, make better use of
their available income, obtain and
maintain adequate housing, and ulti-
mately achieve self-sufficiency.

These block grants free states and
local communities of federal red tape
and give them the flexibility they de-
sire to initiate programs that meet the
needs of people who need help. As a
former governor, | learned that state
and local governments are far more ef-
fective in serving local communities
than Washington’s bureaucracy.

Further, Community Services Block
Grants provide opportunities for the
government to partner with the non-
governmental sector to provide a vari-
ety of services to the poor. | am grate-
ful that Senator CoATS has led a bipar-
tisan effort to include within this reau-
thorization bill language that can ex-
pand the opportunities for charitable
and faith-based organizations to serve
their communities with CSBG funds.
The provisions included will help faith-
based organizations to maintain their
religious character and integrity when
providing social services with govern-
ment funds.

For years, America’s charities and
churches have been transforming shat-
tered lives by addressing the deeper
needs of people—by instilling hope and
values which help change behavior and
attitudes. As a matter of sound public
policy, we in Congress need to find
ways to allow these successful organi-
zations to unleash the cultural remedy
that our society so desperately needs.
Senator COATS’ legislation reauthoriz-
ing the Community Services Block
Grant will help to further this goal.

The language in this bill regarding
charitable and faith-based providers is
similar to my Charitable Choice provi-
sion contained in the welfare reform
law which we passed two years ago, but
it does contain some differences. For
non-governmental organizations wish-
ing to participate in both the Commu-
nity Service Block Grant and the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
programs, the differences between the
two provisions may cause some confu-
sion and lead to additional administra-
tive burdens.

This situation demonstrates the need
to pass legislation that applies the
same Charitable Choice language to all
federally funded social service pro-
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grams in which the government is au-
thorized to use nongovernmental orga-
nizations to provide services to bene-
ficiaries. Under my Charitable Choice
Expansion Act, which | introduced in
May of this year, uniform protections
and guidelines would apply to faith-
based entities using federal dollars to
provide housing, substance abuse pre-
vention and treatment, juvenile serv-
ices, seniors services, abstinence edu-
cation, and child welfare services, as
well as services under the Community
Development Block Grant, the Social
Services Block Grant, and of course,
the Community Services Block Grant.
One uniform Charitable Choice provi-
sion will certainly make it easier for
both the government and faith-based
organizations to work together more
efficiently to help our nation’s needy.

Again, | thank Senator CoATs and all
the members of the Labor Committee,
as well as their staff, for their hard
work on this legislation, and | com-
mend them for their decision to in-
clude provisions that invite the greater
participation of charitable and faith-
based providers in the Community
Services Block Grant program. | hope
that we in the Senate will continue
working together to pursue legislative
proposals that encourage successful
non-governmental organizations to ex-
pand their life-transforming programs
to serve our nation’s poor and needy.

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION
AND SENATE RATIFICATION OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR
TEST-BAN TREATY

Mr. BIDEN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

It is a truism that despite the end of
the Cold War, we live in a dangerous
world. The ultimate danger we face,
perhaps, is that nuclear weapons will
be obtained—or even used—by unstable
countries or terrorist groups.

We must undertake a range of activi-
ties to reduce that danger. There is no
magic bullet. No single program or ini-
tiative will rid the world of the threat
of nuclear cataclysm at the hands of a
new or unstable nuclear power.

Rather, we need a coherent strategy
with many elements—a strategy de-
signed to reduce both the supply of nu-
clear weapons technology to would-be
nuclear powers and the regional ten-
sions that fuel their demand for those
weapons.

I would like to spend a few minutes
today talking about one piece of that
strategy that this body can implement:
We can and should give our advice and
consent to ratification of the Com-
prehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty.
And we should do that promptly.

In her speech on the 35th anniversary
of John F. Kennedy’s American Univer-
sity speech, Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright called for U.S. ratifica-
tion of the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test-Ban Treaty. Noting the recent In-
dian and Pakistani nuclear tests, she
said that ratification was needed ‘‘now,
more than ever.”
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