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SEC. 107. Appropriations made and author-

ity granted pursuant to this joint resolution
shall cover all obligations or expenditures
incurred for any program, project, or activ-
ity during the period for which funds or au-
thority for such project or activity are avail-
able under this joint resolution.

SEC. 108. Expenditures made pursuant to
this joint resolution shall be charged to the
applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law.

SEC. 109. No provision in the appropriations
Act for the fiscal year 1999 referred to in sec-
tion 101 of this Act that makes the availabil-
ity of any appropriation provided therein de-
pendent upon the enactment of additional
authorizing or other legislation shall be ef-
fective before the date set forth in section
106(c) of this joint resolution.

SEC. 110. Appropriations and funds made
available by or authority granted pursuant
to this joint resolution may be used without
regard to the time limitations for submis-
sion and approval of apportionments set
forth in section 1513 of title 31, United States
Code, but nothing herein shall be construed
to waive any other provision of law govern-
ing the apportionment of funds.

SEC. 111. This joint resolution shall be im-
plemented so that only the most limited
funding action of that permitted in the joint
resolution shall be taken in order to provide
for continuation of projects and activities.

SEC. 112. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section
106, for those programs that had high initial
rates of operation or complete distribution
of fiscal year 1998 appropriations at the be-
ginning of that fiscal year because of dis-
tributions of funding to States, foreign coun-
tries, grantees or others, similar distribu-
tions of funds for fiscal year 1999 shall not be
made and no grants shall be awarded for
such programs funded by this resolution that
would impinge on final funding prerogatives.

SEC. 113. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section
106, the rate for operations for projects and
activities that would be funded under the
heading ‘‘International Organizations and
Conferences, Contributions to International
Organizations’’ in the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999,
shall be the amount provided by the provi-
sions of section 101 multiplied by the ratio of
the number of days covered by this resolu-
tion to 365.

SEC. 114. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section
106, the rate for operations for the following
activities funded with Federal Funds for the
District of Columbia, shall be at a rate for
operations not exceeding the current rate,
multiplied by the ratio of the number of days
covered by this joint resolution to 365: Cor-
rections Trustee Operations, Offender Super-
vision, Public Defender Services, Parole Rev-
ocation, Adult Probation, and Court Oper-
ations.

SEC. 115. Activities authorized by sections
1309(a)(2), 1319, 1336(a), and 1376(c) of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), may continue
through the date specified in section 106 of
this joint resolution.

SEC. 116. Section 28f(a) of title 30, U.S.C., is
amended by striking the words ‘‘The holder’’
through ‘‘$100 per claim.’’ And inserting
‘‘The holder of each unpatented mining
claim, mill, or tunnel site located pursuant
to the mining laws of the United States be-
fore October 1, 1998 shall pay the Secretary
of the Interior, on or before September 1,
1999 a claim maintenance fee of $100 per
claim site.’’. Notwithstanding any other pro-

vision of law, the time for locating any
unpatented mining claim, mill, or tunnel
site pursuant to 30 U.S.C. 28g may continue
through the date specified in section 106 of
this joint resolution.

SEC. 117. The amounts charged for patent
fees through the date provided in section 106
shall be the amounts charged by the Patent
and Trademark Office on September 30, 1998,
including any applicable surcharges col-
lected pursuant to section 8001 of P.L. 103–66:
Provided, That such fees shall be credited as
offsetting collections to the Patent and
Trademark Office Salaries and Expenses ac-
count: Provided further, That during the pe-
riod covered by this joint resolution, the
commissioner may recognize fees that re-
flect partial payment of the fees authorized
by this section and may require unpaid
amounts to be paid within a time period set
by the Commissioner.

SEC. 118. Notwithstanding sections 101, 104,
and 106 of this joint resolution, until 30 days
after the date specified in section 106, funds
may be used to initiate or resume projects or
activities at a rate in excess of the current
rate to the extent necessary, consistent with
existing agency plans, to achieve Year 2000
(Y2K) computer conversion.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section
106, the amount made available for projects
and activities for decennial census programs
shall be the higher of the amount that would
be provided under the heading ‘‘Bureau of
the Census, Periodic Censuses and Pro-
grams’’ in the Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Relat-
ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, as
passed by the House, or the amount that
would be provided by such Act as passed by
the Senate, or the amount of the budget re-
quest, multiplied by the ratio of the number
of days covered by this resolution to 365.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. RES. 279

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that at 7
p.m., the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 279 regarding Puerto
Rico, submitted earlier today by Sen-
ators TORRICELLI, D’AMATO and MUR-
KOWSKI. I further ask there be 50 min-
utes for debate on the resolution equal-
ly divided between the majority and
minority sides, with 10 minutes of the
minority time under the control of
Senator SARBANES.

I further ask that upon the conclu-
sion or yielding back of the time, the
resolution and preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that no amendment
be in order to the resolution or the pre-
amble.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

SENSE OF THE SENATE
REGARDING PUERTO RICO

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the resolution.

The bill clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 279) expressing the

sense of the Senate supporting the right of
the United States citizens in Puerto Rico to
express their desires regarding their future
political status.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I am
very pleased to join my colleagues in
support of this sense-of-the-Senate res-
olution that recognizes the rights of
U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico to decide
their political future.

I publicly commend the distinguished
Senator from New Jersey and the Sen-
ator from Florida for their outstanding
leadership in bringing us to this point.
Resolutions of this kind and legislation
dealing with this particular issue have
had a roller-coaster ride in this Con-
gress. Were it not for the tremendous
persistence of the Senator from New
Jersey and the Senator from Florida,
we would not be here tonight. So I pub-
licly express, on behalf of all of our col-
leagues, our thanks to them for their
leadership, their persistence, and their
diligence in bringing us to a point
where we hope on a unanimous basis
this resolution will at long last be
adopted tonight.

Very simply, the resolution states
that the people of Puerto Rico should
be given an opportunity to express
their views on the political status of
Puerto Rico through some form of
plebiscite. President Kennedy once
said, ‘‘The most precious and powerful
right in the world is the right to vote
in an American election.’’

The great Mexican patriot, Benito
Juarez, once said that ‘‘democracy is
the destiny of humanity.’’ In the case
of Puerto Rico, democracy delayed is
democracy denied. The destiny of Puer-
to Rico’s political future should be in
the hands of the people of Puerto Rico.
Congress should pass legislation that
provides the congressional framework
to recognize and implement their deci-
sion.

Our Nation is built on democratic
principles of equality, opportunity and
the right of self-determination.

Yet, American citizens on the island
of Puerto Rico lack the rights to ex-
press the basic tenet of democracy, a
government chosen by the people.

In the words of Thomas Jefferson,
‘‘That government is the strongest of
which every man feels a part.’’ In re-
gard to Puerto Rico, formal recogni-
tion of these democratic ideals is long-
overdue. Since the end of the Spanish-
American War 100 years ago, we have
shared a social, economic, and political
union with Puerto Rico. In 1917, Con-
gress granted citizenship to Puerto
Ricans. In 1952, the people of Puerto
Rico took on local self-government.

In 1963, President Kennedy called for
self-determination for the people of
Puerto Rico.
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