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was behind bars, caught in a joint state and
FBI sting while squeezing a $975 payoff from
an illegal bondsman. Two months later, he
pleaded guilty to federal extortion charges;
he was assessed $30,000 in fines and restitu-
tion. “‘I would like to apologize to my fam-
ily, my friends and my church and to the
people of Marengo County,” the sheriff said
en route to prison, where he’ll serve 27
months. “I'm sorry.”

Although their circulation has yet to re-
bound fully, the Suttons vow to continue in
Marengo County whether their future holds
trophies or threats. ‘“We’re just humble
scribes,” says Goodloe, who is also running
to represent the region in Alabama’s House
of Representatives. ‘‘And we have the best
turkey hunting, the best deer hunting and
the best-looking women in the country. Why
would anybody want to go anywhere else?’’e

———
HONORING ILANA G. POSSNER

e Mr. DPAMATO. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Ilana G. Possner, a
young woman who has dedicated her
life to the betterment of her commu-
nity through her undying commitment
to community service and leadership
activities. She is a shining example of
an American youth who has made a
deep impact on the lives of her fellow
citizens.

This young Staten Island resident
has not only graced her immediate
community with her good deeds, but
the New York City area as a whole. She
is an active participant at Project Hos-
pitality, a Staten Island shelter that
works with the area’s homeless, hun-
gry and sick. Each week, Ilana pre-
pares and serves dinner to the homeless
population this program services. Yet,
her role is not just that of a server;
Ilana takes it upon herself to befriend
these people in need, readily lending a
supportive ear and establishing rela-
tionships with them. Ms. Possner also
devotes her time to entertaining Stat-
en Island senior citizens through vol-
unteer signing for the hearing im-
paired. Ilana has performed at fifteen
different nursing homes and senior cit-
izen centers throughout the past two
years. Aside from these very demand-
ing activities, she is also an active and
enthusiastic volunteer worker for the
American Cancer Society and the Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society.

Ms. Possner has put her leadership
skills to work to help the community,
as well. She organizes numerous food
and clothing drives for the homeless,
which provide people with the basic ne-
cessities of life that otherwise would
not have been available to them. More-
over, Ilana presides over youth groups
which bring together Staten Island
youth from different racial, socio-
economic, religious and ethnic back-
grounds. Through these groups, she
works to promote harmony among the
citizens of Staten Island.

Ilana’s hard work has brought her
great recognition and awards over the
past few years. She currently attends
St. John’s University on an academic
scholarship, where she wishes to pursue
studies in Communications and Edu-
cation. Furthermore, she has received
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the National Service Scholarship and
the MCS/Canon New York Knicks Team
Up Community Service Scholarship.
The New York State Assembly has also
commended Ms. Possner for her work
and achievement through a citation, as
well.

As we all know, today’s youth is the
future of America. In order to solve the
problems America is facing now and in
the future, it is imperative that we
have leaders dedicated to the American
people. Ilana Possner is an excellent
example of a person who has put forth
her leadership skills and time to the
American public. It is through people
such as Ilana Possner that the future
problems and issues facing Americans
will be confronted. Thus, I wish to
commend Ilana for her selfless acts
that have helped to make her commu-
nity a better place.e

———

BISHOP LEE’S SERMON ON “FAITH,
FREEDOM, AND VIRTUE”

e Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, on Sun-
day, September 20, I joined Members of
the Virginia Congressional delega-
tion—Senator ROBB, Congressman BLI-
LEY, Congressman ScoTT, and Vir-
ginia’s Lieutenant Governor Hager,
and many other Virginians at ‘‘Vir-
ginia Day”’ at the Washington National
Cathedral. I was privileged, together
with Senator ROBB, to read the scrip-
ture lessons.

My family and I have had a long as-
sociation with this great Cathedral
which stands on the highest prom-
ontory in the Nation’s Capital and
serves as living symbol of religious
freedom the world over. Over 70 years
ago, I was baptized, later confirmed,
and then served on the governing chap-
ter of the Cathedral. My uncle, the
Reverend Charles T. Warner started his
career in the ministry here with Bishop
Freeman and then worked with the Ca-
thedral in his capacity as Rector of
nearby St. Alban’s Parish for 40 years.

The Right Reverend Peter James
Lee, the 12th Episcopal Bishop of Vir-
ginia, delivered an inspiring sermon.
As the Senate, and indeed all Ameri-
cans, look to the difficult decisions fac-
ing us, we should examine Bishop Lee’s
important reflections on ‘‘Faith, Free-
dom, and Virtue.” I ask that it be
printed in the RECORD.

The sermon follows:

FAITH, FREEDOM AND VIRTUE
(A sermon preached by the Rt. Rev. Peter

James Lee, Bishop of Virginia, on Virginia

Day at the Washington National Cathe-

dral, Sunday, September 20, 1998)

It takes less than a minute, except during
rush hour, to cross from Washington into
Virginia. The Potomac River is not much of
a barrier. But over the centuries, the dis-
tance between the national capital and the
Commonwealth of Virginia has varied dra-
matically. In the earliest days, there was
hardly any distance at all since Virginia was
a primary leader of the intellectual and po-
litical ferment that led to the birth of the
nation. But contemporary with the estab-
lishment of the capital on the Potomac, the
tension between Virginia and the nation
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began to increase, until it led to open rebel-
lion in the Civil War. The Potomac became a
hostile boundary. Virginia has shaped our
nation’s history, rebelled against national
authority, in this century resisted the move-
ment for racial justice, and yet has contrib-
uted so very much to the making of Amer-
ica. Today, Virginia is a beneficiary of many
federal dollars, thanks in no small measure
to the energy and leadership of our two lay
readers today, the distinguished United
States Senators from Virginia.

Virginia’s ambivalent relationship with
the nation, sometimes formative and lead-
ing, sometimes hostile and resistant, has
been matched on occasion by Washington’s
dismissal of its historic neighbor across the
river.

I experienced that shortsighted Wash-
ington view not many years ago. My first as-
signment as a new priest was on the staff of
St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square, across
from the White House. Twenty years later,
as the Bishop of Virginia, I was asked back
to St. John’s to speak to a dinner of former
lay leaders. A distinguished Washington law-
yer whom I had known when I was a young
priest came up to me, and with generosity
and unintended Washington arrogance, said,
“Peter, we are very proud of you. You are a
bishop somewhere now, aren’t you?”’

When the Potomac is a great divide, from
Virginia—and the rest of the nation—every-
one suffers.

In just a few years, Virginia will mark 400
years since the first English settlers brought
to these shores their version of the Christian
faith. The religious life of Virginia across
these centuries has been dominated by a ten-
sion between faith and freedom, a tension de-
fined in the decades of the eighteenth cen-
tury when a few well-educated Virginians
were influenced by the European enlighten-
ment and thousands of Virginians were
swayed by evangelical revivals across the
Commonwealth. In the 1730’s, the majority
Christian group in Virginia was Episcopa-
lian. By the 1790’s, the majority was Baptist.
Ever since, Virginia Christian life has been
marked by a tension between the spiritual
descendants of Thomas Jefferson and the
spiritual descendants of the great evan-
gelical revivals of the same era. Thomas Jef-
ferson was derided by his opponents as god-
less and dangerous. Evangelical preachers
were dismissed by the followers of Jefferson
as ignorant and prejudiced.

Today, in this well-ordered cathedral that
speaks eloquently of rationality and mystery
both joined in the service of God, it is dif-
ficult for us to grasp the significance of the
break between the Jeffersonian and the
evangelical traditions. And yet, the failure
of Virginia to bridge the gap between the
two traditions is one of the great and tragic
might-have-beens of history. In England, in
about those same years, the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries, personal,
evangelical piety, stirred by John and
Charles Wesley, contributed mightily to the
movement for the abolition of slavery. In
Virginia at the time, voices against slavery
were rare. Thomas Jefferson wrote persua-
sively about inalienable human rights, but
he held on to his slaves. What might have
happened in Virginia if the humanist sense
of enlightenment had been nourished by a
Christian conversion experience that led to a
passion against slavery? It didn’t happen, or
at least it happened among so few that it
made little difference in Virginia. What
might have been.

Even to this day, two communities exist
side-by-side in Virginia—one of independent,
Bible-centered congregations with inherited
suspicion of cities, universities, and contem-
porary culture. And the Jeffersonian tradi-
tion in Virginia, while admirably zealous for
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