October 8, 1998

FEC, in turn, would be required to post
these disclosures on the internet with-
in 24 hours. My bill is not comprehen-
sive reform, but it is reform Congress
can enact this year. Equally impor-
tant, the Supreme Court would not
strike down my bill’s reform because of
first amendment issues.

I was heartened to see in January of
this year the Federal Elections Com-
mission decided to post reports on the
internet. The FEC has posted all 1997
and 1998 reports filed by PACs, political
parties, and presidential and House
campaigns on its web site. Information
dating back to 1993 will soon be avail-
able.

This move by the FEC is a giant step
in the right direction. Computers and
the internet are increasingly part of
Americans’ daily lives. Computers and
the internet make it easier and less ex-
pensive for people to track fund-raising
donations across the Nation. Until
now, people have had to pay for a sub-
scription service or come to the FEC
headquarters here in Washington to ex-
amine the records. State residents
would have to go to a lieutenant gov-
ernor’s office to review the records of
Federal candidates from their States.

Now, as the saying goes, ‘‘Sunshine is
the best disinfectant.”” This rings true
with H.R. 2109. Facilitation of public
scrutiny provided in this legislation
will do more to ensure ethical fundrais-
ing than a half dozen committee inves-
tigations. It is a fact of life that scru-
tiny breeds compliance.

Now, some may think the FEC deci-
sion this year makes my legislation
unnecessary. But, really, the opposite
is true. Currently, the FEC has no
mandatory obligation or deadline for
posting these reports. Now, while I am
confident that FEC officials will post
reports as quickly as possible in the
final weeks of a nationwide campaign,
like the House campaign this year, it
may take days or weeks to get reports
posted on the web at a time when the
largest contributions are being made
and the public interest is at its height.

In my view, the goal of any reform
proposal would be to make it easier for
citizens to know who funds their politi-
cal campaigns, without trampling on
any American’s constitutional right to
participate in the political process.

I want to thank majority and minor-
ity staff of the Committee on House
Oversight, who worked with my staff
to make technical changes that will
bring bipartisan support for this impor-
tant legislation.

In short, this legislation is progres-
sive reform that can be passed by Con-
gress with bipartisan support, can be
signed into law, withstand judicial
scrutiny, and it will benefit all Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH).

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, |
thank my colleague from Utah for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, | should note at this
juncture in the RECORD that the illness
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which afflicts our good friend from
Florida, | suppose there are some in
this chamber, indeed, perhaps quite a
few in this chamber, who do not wish
ill upon anyone, but perhaps would like
to see that affliction of the voice vis-
ited upon this Congressman from Ari-
zona from time to time.

Be that as it may, and mindful, per-
haps, of that situation, let me, in all
sincerity and seriousness, thank my
colleague from Utah for having the
foresight to offer this common sense
piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague quoted
the words that came to us | believe in
history from Mr. Justice Brandice, who
pointed out that time and again, in the
public interest, sunshine is the best
disinfectant. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, in
much the same way that we invited
television into this chamber, so that
these remarks are seen throughout the
Nation by our fellow citizens, so, too,
as we move through new communica-
tions capabilities to involve and dis-
perse data upon the internet, we offer
the American people another glimpse
of sunshine and more than just a ray of
hope, because this legislation compels
the Federal Election Commission to
carry the step of sunshine a step fur-
ther and to post these contributions on
the internet within 24 hours.

My colleague from Utah pointed out,
and, indeed, if the truth be told, as
many of us are involved in spirited
campaigns where we champion dif-
ferences in philosophies, to have these
contributions available for public scru-
tiny, or at least disclosed by can-
didates within a 48-hour period down
the stretch of a campaign, how much
more vital it is, Mr. Speaker, to make
sure that that information is available
to every American on the internet.

My colleague pointed out that al-
ready the FEC has made strides, but
this legislation will ensure that we go
the extra mile to give voice to the no-
tion of genuine reform by bringing in
the sunshine of full disclosure and liv-
ing up to the spirit of what Mr. Justice
Brandice advocated.

So it is in that spirit, again thanking
my colleague from Utah, because | be-
lieve the Nation owes him a debt of
gratitude for seizing upon this common
sense piece of legislation, that | urge
the House and Members of both parties
to join with us in its passage. | would
advocate strong support for H.R. 2109.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume, and |
certainly want to thank my colleague
from Arizona for those words.

Mr. Speaker, the House today can
take a small step toward increasing ac-
countability to those whom we rep-
resent. The House spent many hours
debating campaign finance legislation
this year. It appears that the product
passed by the House has little chance
of becoming law. That is why | think
this legislation is so important. It is a
significant yet noncontroversial re-
form that we owe to our constituents,
and | urge my colleagues to support
the Campaign Finance Sunshine Act.
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Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUNT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. Mica) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2109, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3874,
WILLIAM F. GOODLING CHILD
NUTRITION REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 1998

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
conference report on the bill (H.R. 3874)
to amend the National School Lunch
Act and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
to provide children with increased ac-
cess to food and nutrition assistance,
to simplify program operations and im-
prove program management, to extend
certain authorities contained in those
Acts through fiscal year 2003, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

(For conference report and statement
see proceedings of the House of October
6, 1998 at page H-9680.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GooDLING) and the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Clay)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume. |
am not sure who is in charge of sched-
uling. Obviously it has nothing to do
with the order of importance. The
President says we do not do anything
in education. Here we are at 10 minutes
after midnight with three very, very
substantive pieces of legislation. I am
sure the President is not watching tele-
vision, so he will not know that we did
something again. This is number 15, 16
and 17, as a matter of fact, from this
committee that we are doing at this
wonderful hour in the morning.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3874 is the reau-
thorization act of 1998 and it is one of
the most important bills we will enact.
Its main purpose is to provide our Na-
tion’s children and participants in the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants and Children
(WIC) with vital nutritional assistance.

Long before | came to the House, I
was familiar with the School Lunch
Program. As a former educator, | could
see firsthand the importance of provid-
ing nutritious meals to children in
order to ensure that they had the
health and energy they needed to do
well in school.

I believe the legislation we are con-
sidering this morning will go a long
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way toward improving the operation of
these programs, freeing them from
fraud and abuse and ensuring that chil-
dren are provided with nutritious
meals.

I would like to mention a few key
provisions of the legislation. First, the
legislation provides additional flexibil-
ity to States and local providers of nu-
trition programs. Second, the Summer
Food Service Program is amended to
encourage greater participation by pri-
vate, nonprofit organizations. This
change is particularly important to
rural areas, some of which | represent,
where it is otherwise difficult to find
program sponsors. Third, this legisla-
tion includes key provisions that ad-
dress fraud and abuse in both the Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants and Children and
the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram. Next, this legislation modifies
current nutrition programs in order to
provide snacks to schoolchildren par-
ticipating in school or community-
based afterschool programs with an
educational or enrichment purpose.
Our Nation is currently undertaking
efforts to reduce juvenile crime. Chil-
dren participating in afterschool pro-
grams are less likely to engage in de-
linquent activities. | believe it is im-
portant that we support such programs
by providing participants with a nutri-
tious meal.

Last but certainly not least | am
pleased this agreement makes perma-
nent automatic eligibility under the
Child and Adult Care Food Program for
children participating in the Even
Start Family Literacy Program. We
will now be able to provide the children
of some of our most needy families who
are making an effort to improve the
quality of their life and the lives of
their children with nutritional assist-
ance.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bipartisan
bill. I want to acknowledge those Mem-
bers who contributed their time and ef-
fort to crafting this legislation. First |
would like to thank the gentleman
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) who spear-
headed the development of this legisla-
tion in the Committee on Education
and the Workforce. Working with him
were the chairman of the Subcommit-
tee on Early Childhood, Youth and
Families the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. RIGGS), the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY), the gentleman
from California (Mr. MARTINEZ) and the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOOLSEY).

From the Senate side, | would like to
mention the efforts of RICHARD LUGAR,
chairman of the Senate Subcommittee
on Agriculture, Nutrition and For-
estry, staff from both the House and
the Senate who worked on this legisla-
tion, including Lynn Selmser, Vic
Klatt, Alex Nock, Marci Phillips, Dave
Johnson, Mike Ruffner, Dan Spellacy,
Mark Halverson and Ed Barron.

Senators MITCH MCCONNELL, THAD
COCHRAN, PATRICK LEAHY and Tom HAR-
KIN have also contributed greatly to
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the final version of this important leg-
islation.

On a personal note, | want to thank
Senator LEAHY, whom | have sat across
at many House-Senate conferences and
have always found to be fair and re-
spectful of our differences and working
in the best interests of our children, for
offering a motion in the conference to
name this important reauthorization
after me. | am deeply honored and pro-
foundly humbled by his gesture and
that of my colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, this bill goes a long way
in improving our Nation’s child nutri-
tion programs. | would like to stress
that it makes these changes without
spending any additional Federal dol-
lars. These are important programs
that provide nutritional assistance to
millions of individuals. By strengthen-
ing these programs, we will ensure that
they will continue to feed children and
provide nutritional assistance to par-
ticipants in the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants
and Children for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

(Mr. CLAY asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, if the Presi-
dent were awake at this time of night
and watching these proceedings, | am
sure that he would say that while he is
pleased that this important measure is
moving forward, he is also disappointed
that we have yet to tackle even more
critical priorities in education. This
Congress has failed to take action on
reducing class sizes. This Congress has
failed to take action to address crum-
bling and overcrowded schools. This
Congress has failed to take action on
revitalizing our public schools. If this
Congress fails to take action on these
critical education priorities, we are
shortchanging America’s school-
children. I am sure that would be the
response that our President would
make.

This bill, the William F. Goodling
Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act of
1998, before the House is the product of
bipartisan work and an excellent exam-
ple of what can be accomplished when
we join forces to address problems fac-
ing our Nation’s youth. This important
legislation firmly places our child nu-
trition programs on the path to serve
the needs of America’s children in the
21st century.

H.R. 3874 expands and improves the
focus of child nutrition programs in
numerous ways. First, it ensures that
the Summer Food Service Program
will reach more needy children with
more nutritious meals. Second, the bill
adds provisions to guard against fraud
in the WIC program. In addition, it es-
tablishes a universal school breakfast
pilot project which will examine the
close link between education and nutri-
tion.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, and most im-
portantly, this legislation enables in-
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stitutions providing afterschool care to
receive reimbursement for meal supple-
ments served to children under the age
of 18. This supplement is one more in-
centive for parents and children to par-
ticipate in productive, afterschool pro-
grams.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | want to ex-
tend my thanks for the hard work of
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GOODLING), the gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CASTLE) and the ranking sub-

committee member the gentleman
from California (Mr. MARTINEZ) for
crafting this legislation. | especially

want to thank the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) who spear-
headed much of the reauthorization on
our committee. Her work has been in-
valuable and many of the bill’s provi-
sions are based on legislative proposals
that she championed.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a
positive step forward. | urge its adop-
tion by the House.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE)
who championed this bill through our
committee.

Mr. CASTLE. | thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) and
appreciate tremendously his effort in
this direction. | do appreciate the work
of the minority members on this bill as
well as all the staff individuals as well.

I would say something to the ranking
member before | get into the goodness
of this bill, and I mean this very sin-
cerely, because it really has bothered
me because the President came here in
January and he talked about reducing
class size, as the gentleman has indi-
cated, and | think he is committed to
that.
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He talked about rebuilding, revamp-
ing schools, which | think he is also
committed to, but | think we all need
to recall that the funding mechanism
that he talked about, that was the to-
bacco legislation funding which would
not be. Ever since it has been very ap-
parent for at least 3 or 4 months that
that was not going to pass, there has
been no shift into any other kind of
funding put forward by the White
House or anybody else, and | think we
need to recognize that fact.

I would like to do these things, too.
Maybe the Federal Government should
not be doing it but the President
should not keep giving the illusion
that this can be done because the fund-
ing is simply not there.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. CASTLE. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Missouri.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, we find mon-
ies for all other kinds of products. |
would think that we would find money
for these most essential projects that
the country needs.

Mr. CASTLE. Reclaiming my time,
they always have been done by the
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State and local governments, and sec-
ondly it seems to me that if the White
House is referencing them and wants to
get them done and puts up the money
in the source of the tobacco money and
then loses that, they have some obliga-
tion to come back and try to help out.

I just make a point. | do not want to
make a fight of it tonight. It is too
late, but | do think we have to recog-
nize that. Let us talk about something
that is good, which is this bill, which
the gentleman worked on, and | have
comments which | will submit when |
revise and extend, but | just want to
comment that | am very pleased to
support this legislation.

I truly am pleased with the work
that everybody did on it. It could not
have happened otherwise. This is not
an easy piece of legislation. We have
had some tremendous staff work on it.
It has been, frankly, a real pleasure to
shepherd the bill through the legisla-
tive process. It really was a collabo-
rative effort with Republicans and
Democrats, with the House and the
Senate working on this, and with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture which
was tremendously helpful on this.

This is truly, | think, a strong bipar-
tisan bill. It is the kind of bill we
should do at 4:00 in the afternoon so
people can see what we can do by work-
ing together. | would like to thank
those who worked on it, particularly
the chairman and certainly the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MARTINEZ)
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) who worked so very hard on this,
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WooLSEY) who is on the floor here,
who worked so very hard on it.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GOODLING) deserves special rec-
ognition. He has been a long time sup-
porter of child nutrition programs and
it is why it was such a pleasure to vote
in conference to name this bill after
our distinguished chairman, and so
now we have before us the William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition Authoriza-
tion Act.

While | realize that we have not been
able to address everyone’s concerns
with this bill, although we got close to
it, | do believe we have an excellent
compromise that will go a long way to-
wards improving our Nation’s child nu-
trition programs by reducing red tape
and bureaucracy, finding and punishing
fraud and abuse, giving program pro-
viders more flexibility, ensuring our
Nation’s children have access to
healthy meals in schools, in child care
settings, in after-school programs and
during the summer months, and pro-
viding low-income pregnant and
postpartum women, their infants and
young children, access to nutritious
foods.

Frankly, one of the greatest accom-
plishments is the fact that we have
been able to make these important
changes without blowing the caps of
our budget. | could go on about what
else is in here but | think the people on
the floor here tonight are generally fa-
miliar with it.
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I would just like to close by thanking
everybody who has worked on this be-
cause without that sincere bipartisan
effort it is not the kind of bill we would
be able to get done.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY).

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | doubt
that | will use 5 minutes. Mr. Speaker,
it gives me such great pleasure to rise
in support of H.R. 3874, the William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 1998. That is a lot to say,
Mr. Speaker. One has to be awake to do
that.

This legislation will benefit children
in schools and child care facilities
across our Nation. Our teens will be
safer because it will be easier for
schools and community organizations
to offer them after-school programs.

Elementary students are going to
enter the classroom ready to learn and
able to do better work in school be-
cause this legislation takes an impor-
tant first step towards making break-
fast available at school for all elemen-
tary school children.

H.R. 3874 will allow 5 states to pro-
vide school breakfasts to all their stu-
dents free of charge. Two studies have
proven that kids who eat breakfast im-
prove both their grades and their
school behavior.

In today’s world, where two working
parents are the norm and long com-
mutes common, more and more fami-
lies are out the door, on the road, early
in the morning, with no time to sit
down for breakfast. Whether we like it
or not, children, even when they have
food at home, leave their home and ar-
rive at school hungry.

Unless we want to pass a law requir-
ing every family to feed their Kkids
breakfast before school and then hire a
bunch of breakfast police to enforce it,
we need to start looking at school
breakfast programs in a different way,
and this bill does just that.

This bill also makes it easier for
schools and community organizations
to offer after-school programs to teen-
agers by making it easier to pay for
their snacks.

We know that the vast majority of
juvenile crime and teen pregnancies
occur after the school bell and before
the dinner bell. We desperately need
more after-school programs for adoles-
cents, but feeding adolescents, even
when it is just a snack, can be expen-
sive.

H.R. 3874 will open the child and
adult care food programs to low income
teens and to more after-school pro-
grams. This is not Twinkies for teens.
The Police Athletic League and other
law enforcement organizations have
strongly endorsed the benefits of after-
school programs for adolescents. This
legislation will make more of these
programs possible and give teens a
place to be after school.
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H.R. 3874 will benefit millions of chil-
dren and | would say to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) that
he can be proud to have this bill carry
his name.

Children are only 25 percent of this
country’s population but they are 100
percent of our future. The William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition Reauthoriza-
tion Act is a sound investment in
America’s most precious resource: Our
children. 1 urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further speakers, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | will just close by re-
citing the 21 programs that came from
our committee: Higher Education Act,
Reading Excellence Act, Dollars to the
Classroom Act, D.C. Scholarship, Pre-
paid College Tuition Plans, Job Train-
ing Reform, Emergency Student Loans,
Quality Head Start, School Nutrition,
Charter Schools, Drug Education Ini-
tiative, A-plus Savings Accounts, $500
million more for Special Education,
Loan Forgiveness for New Teachers,
Teacher Testing, Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, High-Tech Job
Skills/VVocational Education, Bilingual
Education Reform, Prohibition on New
Federal School Tests, Equitable Child
Care Resolution, Juvenile Justice.

That is a pretty healthy menu, | be-
lieve.

My friend from Delaware did not
want to take the gentleman from Mis-
souri on. | want to make very clear
that the whole idea of pupil/teacher
ratio has nothing to do with the Fed-
eral Government whatsoever. That is
none of our business and if there are
not quality teachers in the classroom,
it would not matter whether they are
one-on-one. If that is something we
want to do, fine.

Secondly, | want to make very sure
that everybody understands, the Fed-
eral Government has nothing to do
with maintenance and building of
school buildings.

What the Federal Government does
have something to do with is putting
the 40 percent that they promised 30
years ago into special education, and
every year the Los Angeles Unified
School District would have had $18 mil-
lion more, every year, to do whatever
they wanted to do about class size and
to do whatever they wanted to do
about maintaining buildings. That was
a responsibility because we sent 100
percent of the mandate for special edu-
cation.

What did the budget that came from
the President of the United States do
about special education? Cut it; did not
even include an increase for inflation;
cut it, when there are more and more
students coming in constantly into
special ed, the most expensive program
that we have.
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Not only the most expensive, but an
injustice to an awful lot of youngsters
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who find themselves in that program
simply because they have some reading
difficulties.

So | do not take a back seat to any-
body in relationship to what this com-
mittee has done during the last 2 years
to try to improve education and job
training in this country.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield to me just for a short
question?

Mr. GOODLING. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Missouri.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, how many of
the 21 bills that the gentleman has
cited have become law?

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, we are
going to have Higher Education, we are
going to have Reading Excellence.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, we are going to.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, we are
going to have Prepaid College Tuition
Plans. We are going to have Job Train-
ing Reform. We are going to have
Emergency Student Loans. We are
going to have Quality Head Start. We
are going to have School Nutrition. We
are going to have Charter Schools. We
are going to have Drug Education Ini-
tiatives. We already have $500 million
more for Special Education. We have a
Loan Forgiveness for New Teachers.
We had to bail out the department in
order to get the Iloan situation
straightened out.

All of those are there in law by the
time we finish at 1 or 2 o’clock this
morning. It will be a magnificent effort
on the part of the committee of which
the gentleman from Missouri was a
part.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman for yielding to me.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of the conference report on
H.R. 3874, the William F. Goodling Child Nu-
trition Reauthorization Amendments of 1998.
This legislation shows what we can do when
we put partisanship aside in the name of com-
mitment to our Nation’s children.

The Federal child nutrition programs provide
access to the healthy meals that are essential
to the success of our children today, and well
into the future. The reauthorization measure
before us this morning strengthens and im-
proves the nutrition programs to meet the
needs of children and their families as we
move into the 21st century. For instance, this
legislation will reimburse schools and other in-
stitutions for snacks that they provide to chil-
dren under age 18 in after-school programs.

The majority of violence and other crimes
committed against and by youth occurs after
school—between the hours of 3 p.m. and 8
p.m. | believe that the support we provide for
after-school programs in this legislation re-
news our commitment to the prevention of ju-
venile crime and the provisions of positive al-
ternatives for youth.

It is important that we take other steps to
shape the nutrition programs to address the
situation of today’s families.

As we have all heard time and time again,
the most important meal of the day is break-
fast. An alarming number of children do not
eat breakfast, and thus begin their school day
lacking the nutrients and energy to effectively
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learn. This is not just a problem tied to pov-
erty. In our society, more and more parents
have to work, regardless of their economic
status.

It is my opinion that one of the most impor-
tant and cost-effective commitments we can
make toward strengthening education in this
country is by providing breakfast for every
schoolchild. That is why | enthusiastically en-
dorsed Congresswoman WOOLSEY’s legislation
to authorize wuniversal school breakfast.
Through her advocacy, we have been able to
include in this legislation a pilot program,
which would follow the implementation of uni-
versal school breakfast in six States and re-
port on what | believe will be its strong suc-
cess.

| would have preferred that this legislation
authorize mandatory spending for this pilot, to
ensure that dedicated, consistent funding is
provided over the five years of the program
and its accompanying study. | urge appropria-
tions to commit themselves to funding this pro-
gram for the length of this authorization, as
some in the State already have pledged to do.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3874 renews our firm
commitment to the health and success of our
Nation’s children, and | strongly support its
passage.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUNT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GoOODLING) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the conference report on the bill, H.R.
3874.

The question was taken.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3874.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1853,
CARL D. PERKINS VOCATIONAL-
TECHNICAL EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENTS

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | call
up the conference report on the bill
(H.R. 1853), to amend the Carl D. Per-
kins Vocational and Applied Tech-
nology Education Act, and | ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration; that all points of order be
waived; and that the conference report
be considered as read.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GoobD-
LING)?

There was no objection.

October 8, 1998

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the unanimous consent request,
the conference report is considered
read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see prior proceedings of the
House of today.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GooD-
LING) and the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. CLAY) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of the Conference Agreement on H.R.
1853, the Carl D. Perkins Vocational
and Applied Technology Education
Amendments of 1998.

I cannot think of a better gentleman
to have this bill named. | do not want
to put “for” at the end a sentence; |
am an educator. But Carl was just a
wonderful friend, a great chairman,
and certainly a strong supporter of vo-
cational education.

This agreement is based upon four
overarching principles: Strengthening
academics in this country’s vocational-
technical educational program; broad-
ening opportunities for vocational edu-
cation students, particularly in areas
of high technology; sending more
money to the classroom; and signifi-
cantly increasing State and local flexi-
bility for the design of innovative pro-
grams that are responsive to local
needs.

This legislation will move our Na-
tion’s vocational-technical education
programs into the 21st Century, and
more importantly will assist the 75 per-
cent of American youth who do not
complete a 4-year college degree.

Our Nation’s young people should re-
ceive a high quality education whether
they are bound for college, the mili-
tary, further training, or directly into
the work force.

Today’s vocational education stu-
dents need a quality education, a
strong academic foundation, and rel-
evant skills in order to thrive in to-
day’s economy.

This legislation makes a number of
important improvements to current
law that authorizes vocational edu-
cation programs.

First, the agreement will strengthen
the academic component of vocational
education. It asks States and local
school districts to describe in their
State and local applications how they
plan to improve the academic and tech-
nical skills of students participating in
vocational education.

It also asks States to tell us how vo-
cational education students will be
taught to the same challenging aca-
demic proficiencies as all other stu-
dents. The legislation broadens oppor-
tunities for students participating in
vocational education programs.

In 1950, 60 percent of all jobs in the
Nation were unskilled. In 1990, this fig-
ure dropped to 35 percent. By the year
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