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they purchase the first. So they know
what it is like to suffer at the hands of
a moving technology, they want to
have their children be conversant with
the technology, they want their teach-
ers to be conversant. Can we do no less
than give them some relief, if you will,
by participating and supporting and
passing a school modernization bill so
that there is some relief to all of the
many things that they have to do?

In fact, in visiting my schools one of
the things that | find most disturbing,
and we have a very good program in
Houston, is the unsafe school yards
where children are in need of safe
school yards and good equipment be-
cause of the fact that is a very strong
part of their education. And | want to
applaud my local community for hav-
ing a program that helps them get good
school yards and play areas.

But | do believe that we have a mes-
sage, but we also have a challenge that
we must help America, not only with
the hundred thousand teachers, but we
must help America rebuild our schools,
and | hope that we will make it very
clear that we are not finished with our
work yet on that very important chal-
lenge.

Mr. PALLONE. | want to thank the
gentlewoman, and | yield to the gentle-
woman from Connecticut.

Ms. DELAURO. | just want to say to
the gentleman that | am proud to have
been part of an effort in these last sev-
eral days to stand tall and to stand
strong for America’s children.

The battle on this issue we won, and
the Republicans had to cave on that
issue. We will fight the battle for
school modernization, but we will also
in a Congress that failed to do what the
American public has clamored for to do
something about managed care reform,
to do something about making sure
that we save the Social Security sys-
tem that has been one of the success
stories of this country, of today provid-
ing two-thirds of America’s seniors
with over one-half of their income, and
we have to make sure that that is a
program that is strong and safe not
only for those today who are in the
program, for the next generation and
for generations after that.

And we have to focus our attention
on those issues, as well as tobacco leg-
islation and campaign finance reform,
and in the same way that we stood tall
and strong on the issue of education,
the American public needs to know
that we are going to be there, the
Democrats are going to be there on
these issues in the next several weeks,
in the next several months, in the next
Congress which | believe we will hold
the majority in that Congress, and to
make in fact the reality of opportuni-
ties that the majority party let go in
this session and that they failed to do
something about.

That is where we have to go next.

Mr. PALLONE. | want to thank the
gentlewoman, and | appreciate the fact
that you are pointing out very clearly
that although this Congress is coming
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to an end, that these problems that
this Republican Congress have failed to
address are not going away.

In my district every day people com-
plain to me about problems with
HMOs, and those problems are not
going to go away unless we pass pa-
tient protection legislation like our
democratic Patient Bill of Rights.

And the same thing is true for cam-
paign finance reform. We are about to
go into this campaign with all kinds of
soft money being used back and forth
and the Republicans spending some-
thing like 30 or $40 million of soft
money on various campaigns. We need
to reform the system. They have ig-
nored that. It is not going to get bet-
ter, it is going to get worse unless this
Congress does something about it.

And the same is true for minimum
wage. The minimum wage is too low.
We have economic prosperity, and
things are pretty good out there, but a
lot of people are not benefiting from it
because the minimum wage is too low.
We have to do something about it. We
have to change it. We have to raise it.

And we once again talked about pub-
lic education here tonight. I am glad
that the Republicans agreed to this
hundred thousand extra teachers ini-
tiative, but there has to be a greater
commitment to public education here,
and you know that the Republicans are
just going to go back to their anti pub-
lic education agenda.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, bills of
the House of the following titles:

H.R. 1197. An act to amend title 35, United
States Code, to protect patent owners
against the unauthorized sale of plant parts
taken from plants illegally reproduced, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1560. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the bicentennial of the Lewis &
Clark Expedition, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1756. An act to amend chapter 53 of
title 31, United States Code, to require the
development and implementation by the
Secretary of the Treasury of a national
money laundering and related financial
crimes strategy to combat money laundering
and related financial crimes, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendments of
the House to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2807) ““An Act
to amend the Rhinoceros and Tiger
Conservation Act of 1994 to prohibit
the sale, importation, and exportation
of products labeled as containing sub-
stances derived from rhinoceros or
tiger.”.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed bills of the following
titles, in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1171. An act for the relief of Janina
Altagracia Castillo-Rojas
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S. 1202. An act providing relief for Sergio
Lozano, Fauricio Lozano, and Ana Lozano.

S. 1460. An act for the relief of Alexandre
Malofienko, Olga Matsko, and their son,
Vladimir Malofienko.

S. 1551. An act for the relief of Kerantha
Poole-Christian.

S. 1916. An act for the relief of Marin
Turcinovic, and his fiancee, Corina
Dechalup.

S. 1926. An act for the relief of Regine
Beatie Edwards.

S. 1961. An act for the relief of Suchada
Kwong.

S. 2107. An act to enhance electronic com-
merce by promoting the reliability and in-
tegrity of commercial transactions through
establishing authentication standards for
electronic communication, and for other

purposes.
S. 2476. An act for the relief of Wei
Jingsheng.
S. 2637. An act for the relief of Belinda
McGregor.

S. 2638. An act to provide support for cer-
tain institutes and schools.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendment of the
House to the bill (S. 191) entitled “An
Act to throttle criminal use of guns.”.

TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE
FRANK RIGGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DOOLITTLE) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the
subject of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Califor-
nia?

There was no objection.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, the
subject of my special order is basically
to recognize one of our colleagues, dear
friend of mine, Representative FRANK
D. RiGGs from the First Congressional
District of California. | first became
acquainted with FRANK really over the
telephone, and | believe we spoke once
before the election in 1990 and once on
election day in the evening after the
results were known, or perhaps it was
the next day. But the first time | met
him was when we were both new Mem-
bers of the House back here for our
freshman orientation, which in those
days, and | think this is one of the last
times this happened, maybe the next to
the last, we, in those days, the new
Democrat and Republican Members re-
ceived orientation together.
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That included a trip to the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity, in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and then also a trip down to Williams-
burg, sponsored by, | believe, the Con-
gressional Research Service and per-
haps one or two other organizations.
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