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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of

my time.
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin by
again thanking the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. LEACH), the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAFALCE), and the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) for
all their work on this legislation. Also
I would like to recognize the work that
for the last four years my legislative
director, Catherine Cruz Wojtasik, has
been doing on this legislation.

This bill proves that crime fighting is
a bipartisan issue. Today’s Money
Laundering and Financial Crimes
Strategy Act is the same anti-money
laundering legislation that passed the
House last week. Technical changes
were made by the Senate that will
broaden the definition of money laun-
dering. These changes are endorsed by
the Treasury Department, the Justice
Department, the FBI and the local dis-
trict attorneys in New York City.

In the expanded definition we allow
Federal, state and local law enforce-
ment officials to keep up with the
changing trends in money laundering.
It will provide police officers and pros-
ecutors with the tools that they need
to effectively combat large and sophis-
ticated crime syndicates.

The Money Laundering and Financial
Crimes Strategy Act is an important
step in helping communities fight drug
traffickers that launder money in their
neighborhood. I urge all Members to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say in
conclusion that Catherine Cruz
Wojtasik did work very hard on this
bill. I think it shows that the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELÁZQUEZ) has assembled a good staff,
and I would like to commend Ms. Cruz
Wojtasik on her work on the bill.
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Mr. Speaker, I apologize for that

oversight.
Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I have no

further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY of Texas). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) that the
House suspend the rules and concur in
the Senate amendment to H.R. 1756.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules suspended and the Senate
amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

BUDGET AGREEMENT IMPLE-
MENTS COMMONSENSE CON-
SERVATIVE VALUES
(Mr. TALENT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise in support of the re-
cently concluded budget agreement. In
fact, the more I look at that budget
agreement, the more I like it.

It begins to implement the Dollars to
the Classroom principle, whereby we
defund Federal bureaucracies and em-
power parents and teachers. It provides
that with the Census, we are going to
count people. We are not going to guess
how many people are in the United
States. It says we are going to stop
child porn on the Internet.

We are going to reinvigorate the war
on drugs. We are going to spend $9.5
billion on the national defense, money
that is vital to America’s greatness.
We are going to have the first ever IMF
reforms, and all this on top of a bal-
anced budget with a surplus, tax relief,
and welfare reform.

It is an implementation of common-
sense conservative values, Mr. Speaker.
It looks like we are going to have sup-
port from the other side of the aisle. I
hope we come back here as soon as pos-
sible and pass it.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEACH addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. RIGGS) is
recognized fo 5 minutes.

Mr. RIGGS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
f

CONGRATULATING JOHN HUME, A
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PEACE
PRIZE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I simply
want to take this time to note that the
Nobel Prize for peace today was given
to two Irish heroes named David
Trimble and John Hume. I do not know
Mr. Trimble, who is the leader of the
Protestant groups in Northern Ireland
seeking peace, but I do know John
Hume. I have known him for a good
many years, and I think that his selec-
tion today was an absolutely perfect
choice.

John Hume is a person who, as a very
young man, began to peacefully protest
the fact that there was a systematic
policy to deny employment to Catholic
males in Northern Ireland. He began to
lead peaceful marches out of the
Catholic neighborhoods to try to peace-

fully protest that fact, in the spirit of
Martin Luther King.

The Protestant forces reacted vio-
lently. He was beaten a number of
times. At one point he laid down in
front of a tank with his wife standing
just a few feet away. She thought he
was a dead man. Fortunately, the tank
stopped.

He also experienced violence at the
hands of Catholic forces in Northern
Ireland, because he was insisting that
whatever actions taken by Catholic
forces be peaceful, so his reward was
that they tried to assassinate him
many times. His home was firebombed
at least once, I believe twice, once with
his family in it.

He even had the experience of being
at a country roadside, at a stop sign,
when a car plowed into him from be-
hind at a high rate of speed. The car
exploded. He walked out of the car
without a scratch, and a week later
collapsed from post-trauma stress reac-
tion, with his heart in fibrillation, and
almost died.

Today he has been one of, if not the
leading voice in all of Ireland for peace,
and he has been instrumental in bring-
ing the IRA together in peace talks
with their Protestant counterparts. I
think it is safe to say that there would
be no peace process in Ireland, were it
not for John Hume.

I simply want to take this time to
note on this side of the Atlantic that a
true hero of our age has been nomi-
nated or has been named the recipient
of the Nobel Prize for peace today,
along with Mr. Trimble, who also has
been heroic in trying to lead the
Protestant forces in Northern Ireland
to a peaceful resolution of their dif-
ferences.

In all of the years of public life, I
have never met a person as inspiring as
John Hume. I have never met a person
who has been willing to undergo more
physical violence to his own person
than John Hume, except perhaps for
our colleague in this Chamber, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN LEWIS).

It just seems to me that we should
today take note of the fact that the
Nobel committee made a superb choice.
I congratulate John Hume, I congratu-
late his wife, Pat, who has been with
him every inch of the way in helping
him through a lifetime of work for
peace.

If I were asked to name a single per-
son in the Western World who epito-
mizes what Christian values are sup-
posed to be, I would say that John
Hume is that person. I was thrilled to
see that he was one of the two winners
of that Nobel Prize today.

f

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL
PARK WILDERNESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SKAGGS) is
recognized for five minutes.
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