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Today's immigrants have merely adapted
the same disparaging stance toward English
that many in our government adopted in the
1960's and 1970's. It is now a serious ques-
tion whether the children of immigrants should
be taught English in America’s public schools.
California voters were forced to pass an initia-
tive last year in an attempt to force taxpayer-
funded public schools to teach immigrant chil-
dren English.

My Declaration of Official Language Act will
restore the place of English in our nation’s
government and public school system. The
legislation | am proposing is not only the right
thing to do, it is also the popular thing to do.
Opinion poll after opinion poll consistently
finds that Americans want English to be Amer-
ica’s official language. In fact, most Americans
mistakenly believe that official English is al-
ready part of the national statutes and are sur-
prised to learn that it is not.

The choice this nation confronts is crystal
clear. We can reaffirm our national language
or we can continue down the road upon which
Canada has preceded us. We can be a one-
language country or a Balkanized ruin. | urge
my colleagues to support the Declaration of
Official Language Act and invite their cospon-
sorship.

TRIBUTE TO THE HERNDON, VA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 1999

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an organization that has
helped fuel the economy of Northern Virginia
for the past forty years. On January 20, 1999
the Herndon Chamber of Commerce will cele-
brate its 40th anniversary serving the needs
and interests of the businesses of Herndon,
VA. The Herndon Chamber of Commerce was
founded by Town Attorney Marshall A. Martin,
and was officially incorporated on January 20,
1959 with three members. As they approach
their 40th anniversary, the Chamber will have
been presided over by twenty-four presidents
and its membership has grown to over 650
businesses.

Being the instrument of Herndon’'s commer-
cial interests the Chamber is irrevocably linked
to the Town and people they serve. In its early
years, the Herndon Chamber was essential in
raising money for the first Christmas decora-
tions for downtown and led the fight to keep
the W&OD Railroad in operation. Since its
humble beginnings the Chamber has been
quintessential in spearheading the combined
fund-raising efforts for the new golf course and
Community Center, helped found the Herndon
Historical Society, and led the effort to pre-
serve the Depot, a treasured Herndon land-
mark.

Over the last decade the Chamber has
taken even greater steps to strengthen its re-
lationship with the Herndon community. Most
notably, the Chamber has formed a business
partnership with Herndon High, developed a
nationally recognized, award-winning recycling
program at the High School with SAGA, and
stages an annual Ethics Seminar for the junior
class and the Herndon Middle School. The
Chamber has recently lent its support to
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Vecinos Unidos—a group dedicated to tutoring
Hispanic children in and around Herndon.
They also host a Friday Night Live! Series that
provides the community with an opportunity to
come together and socialize during the sum-
mer, while highlighting the downtown area.

The Chamber’'s resumé of economic devel-
opment initiatives is extensive. They include a
joint project with the Town of Herndon to
produce both print and CD versions of The
Herndon Advantage as a business relocation
marketing tool. In recognition of the tele-
communications revolution being led by North-
ern Virginia, the Herndon Chamber recently
participated in the World Congress on Infor-
mation Technology as an affiliate sponsor.
The Chamber was one of the very first in the
country to establish and maintain a com-
prehensive and interactive home page and the
second Chamber of Commerce in the State of
Virginia to offer a free home page to its mem-
bers.

From a legislative perspective, the Herndon
Chamber has taken an aggressive leadership
role to find and present transportation solu-
tions to both the Virginia General Assembly
and the U.S. Congress. It has also been sup-
portive of BPOL and zoning ordinance amend-
ments for the growing force of home-based
businesses.

Ultimately, and most importantly, the Hern-
don Chamber of Commerce provides its mem-
bers with a wide variety of networking opportu-
nities all designed to promote and further the
commercial interests of the Town of Herndon.
For their four-decades long commitment to the
businesses and community of Herndon, VA, it
gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the
work of the Herndon Chamber of Commerce
on the eve of their 40th anniversary.
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of the Sweepstakes Protection Act, legislation
| introduced today aimed at encouraging accu-
racy in advertising mail pieces.

Many of my constituents, especially seniors,
regularly receive offers for products in the mail
that include tantalizing promises of money and
other grand prizes. | have in my office literally
dozens of such offers received by just one
resident of the 27th District. Some of these of-
fers are legitimate, but too many are not.

The envelopes entice recipients with such
promises as: “designated entry for cash settle-
ment,”  “immediate  response  required,
$3,450,000.00 cash payment pending;” and
“you have won.” While these promises are
shouted in big, bold letters, the real details are
hidden in fine print on the bottom of the last
page. Expecting to win a prize, trusting con-
sumers respond to offers of products that they
do not need by sending money they cannot af-
ford.

The Sweepstakes Protection Act will compel
businesses that rely on such offers to identify
their advertisements as a game of chance or
sweepstakes on the mailing envelope. It will
also require mailers to put a clear, legible dis-
claimer prominently on the first page of their
literature.
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By implementing these consumer protec-
tions, the Postmaster General will have au-
thority to go after those who previously tried to
portray marketing schemes as prize offerings.

Mr. Speaker, as we work on issues vital to
all Americans, it is crucial that this House pur-
sue policies that protect our senior citizens.
Too many of our seniors have been exploited
by fraudulent promises of prosperity that have
depleted their savings.

With the Sweepstakes Protection Act, we
take a step toward limiting the ability of oppor-
tunists to misrepresent their products and prey
on the unsuspecting. For the sake of our sen-
iors, | urge the House to support the Sweep-
stakes Protection Act.

DEFEND THE RIGHT TO LIFE
HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a constitutional amendment for
the protection of the right to life. Tragically,
this most basic human right has been dis-
regarded, set aside, abused, spurned, and
sometimes altogether forgotten. Even more
tragically, the United States Government has
been a willing partner in this affair, and the
sad consequence is the sacrifice of something
far more important than just principle.

One of the things that sets America apart
from the rest of world is the fact that in this
country, everyone is equal before the law. Re-
gardless of race, religion, or background, each
person has fundamental rights that are guar-
anteed by the law. However, we too often
overlook the rights of perhaps the most vulner-
able among us—the unborn. When abortion is
legal and available on demand, then where
are the rights of the unborn? When abortion is
sanctioned and sometimes paid for by the
government, then how do we measure the de-
gree to which life has been cheapened? When
an innocent life is taken before its time, then
how can one say that this is justice in Amer-
ica?

My amendment would establish beyond a
doubt the fundamental right to life. Congress
has an obligation to do what it has failed to do
for so long, fully protect the unborn. | urge this
body to move forward with this legislation to
put an end to a most terrible injustice.

INTRODUCTION OF THE
NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD
CONSERVATION ACT

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to introduce today the Neotropical Mi-
gratory Bird Conservation Act.

This important conservation measure is
modeled after the highly successful programs
that Congress created to assist African and
Asian elephants, rhinoceroses, and tigers.

Based on the success of the African Ele-
phant Conservation Act, | am confident that
this small investment of Federal funds will pro-
vide the lifeline that neotropical migratory birds
need to survive in the wild.
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