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until their rights and freedoms are re-
stored.

This is the least we can do for these
people. While this resolution addresses
the plight of the enclaved people of Cy-
prus, work must not cease on efforts to
bring about a withdrawal of Turkish
forces and a restoration of Cyprus’ sov-
ereignty over the entire island with the
full respect of the rights of all Cyp-
riots.

Mr. President, | urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting this legisla-
tion.e

SENATE RESOLUTION 34—DES-
IGNATING NATIONAL YOUTH FIT-
NESS WEEK

Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself, Mr.
BAucus, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. DURBIN, and
Mr. REID) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 34

Whereas the Nation is witnessing a his-
toric decrease in the health of the youth in
the United States, with only 22 percent of
the youth being physically active for the rec-
ommended 30 minutes each day and nearly 15
percent of the youth being almost com-
pletely inactive each day;

Whereas physical education classes are on
the decline, with 75 percent of students in
the United States not attending daily phys-
ical education classes and 25 percent of stu-
dents not participating in any form of phys-
ical education in schools, which is a decrease
in participation of almost 20 percent in 4
years;

Whereas more than 60,000,000 people, ¥s of
the population of the United States, are
overweight;

Whereas the percentage of overweight
youth in the United States has doubled in
the last 30 years;

Whereas these serious trends have resulted
in a decrease in the self-esteem of, and an in-
crease in the risk of future health problems
for, youth in the United States;

Whereas youth in the United States rep-
resent the future of the Nation and the de-
crease in physical fitness of the youth may
destroy the future potential of the United
States unless the Nation invests in the youth
in the United States to increase productivity
and stability for tomorrow;

Whereas regular physical activity has been
proven to be effective in fighting depression,
anxiety, premature death, diabetes, heart
disease, high blood pressure, colon cancer,
and a variety of weight problems;

Whereas physical fitness campaigns help
encourage consideration of the mental and
physical health of the youth in the United
States; and

Whereas Congress should take steps to re-
verse a trend which, if not resolved, could de-
stroy future opportunities for millions of to-
day’s youth because a healthy child makes a
healthy, happy, and productive adult: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning April 30,
1999, as ‘““National Youth Fitness Week’’;

(2) urges parents, families, caregivers, and
teachers to encourage and help youth in the
United States to participate in athletic ac-
tivities and to teach adolescents to engage in
healthy lifestyles; and

(3) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 35—RELAT-

ING TO THE TREATMENT OF
VETERANS WITH ALZHEIMER’S
DISEASE

Ms. SNOWE submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs:

S. RES. 35

Whereas an estimated 30 percent of the pa-
tients in veterans nursing home facilities
suffer from Alzheimer’s Disease or some
other form of dementia;

Whereas only a very small number of fa-
cilities exist that are dedicated to treating
patients with Alzheimer’s disease and to de-
veloping improved protocols to treat the dis-
order;

Whereas the aging of the United States
veterans population is expected to hinder the
capability of traditional veterans nursing
home facilities to care for veterans with Alz-
heimer’s disease; and

Whereas research indicates that the tradi-
tional nursing home model may not provide
the most effective method of treating pa-
tients with Alzheimer’s disease: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) in authorizing medical facility projects
and leases for the Department of Veterans
Affairs, Congress should authorize projects
and leases for facilities, in urban and rural
locations, that are designed specifically for
purposes of treating veterans with Alz-
heimer’s disease and conducting research re-
lating to Alzheimer’s disease;

(2) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
should encourage innovation in the methods
utilized by Department health care person-
nel in treating veterans with Alzheimer’s
disease; and

(3) the Secretary should encourage and fa-
cilitate the sharing of information on Alz-
heimer’s disease among Department facili-
ties and personnel.

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
® Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, | rise
today to submit a resolution in support
of veterans suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease.

When 1 first came to Congress 20
years ago, not a single piece of legisla-
tion devoted to Alzheimer’s disease had
even been introduced. We have come a
long way since then, as today Alz-
heimer’s is a household word. It is also
the most expensive uninsured illness in
America. That is why | recently intro-
duced legislation to allow families to
deduct the cost of home care and adult
day and respite care provided to a fam-
ily member suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease.

The resolution | am submitting
today is targeted to the challenges
faced by veterans suffering from Alz-
heimer’s disease and their families. |
worked closely with the Maine Depart-
ment of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
[VFW] of the United States on this ap-
proach, after learning of the prevalence
of this disorder in the veterans popu-

lation in Maine and nationwide, and
the need to improve treatment re-
gimes.

The resolution expresses the sense of
the Senate that in authorizing veter-
ans medical facility projects, such as
nursing homes, Congress should au-
thorize projects for facilities in urban

February 11, 1999

and rural areas specifically designed to
treat veterans with Alzheimer’s disease
and conducting research into the dis-
order.

The resolution also expresses support
for innovation in the methods used by
VA personnel in treating veterans with
Alzheimer’s disease, and encourages
the sharing of information on Alz-
heimer’s disease among VA facilities
and health care personnel.

Facilities authorized under this bill
would provide a model for existing VA
nursing homes that treat Alzheimer’s
disease and future homes dedicated ex-
clusively to the treatment of Alz-
heimer’s. These specially designed
homes will formulate new protocols for
the treatment of this devastating con-
dition.

Currently, veterans homes have an
average of 30 percent Alzheimer’s pa-
tients. Serious questions have been
raised concerning whether it is appro-
priate to treat this disorder in the tra-
ditional nursing home setting. Yet, the
VA does not operate any facilities ex-
clusively targeted at Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, and the VA budget for construc-
tion funds for veterans nursing homes
does not authorize construction of any
unique long-term care projects. Au-
thorizing the VA to explore new ways
of treating Alzheimer’s disease will en-
able the Department, which admin-
isters one of the largest health care
networks in the country, to prepare for
the future, when the aging of the veter-
ans population is expected to hinder
the ability of traditional veterans
homes to care for Alzheimer’s patients.

One of the most important compo-
nents of this resolution is that a dem-
onstration facility authorized by Con-
gress will give the VA the freedom to
design new and more effective proto-
cols for treating Alzheimer’s patients—
including new approaches to care, ad-
ministration, staffing, quality assur-
ance, and other issues. Facilities are
currently forced to comply with exist-
ing long-term care regulations, laws,
building codes, and traditional medical
models, which are often not compatible
with the unique needs of patients suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s disease.

Advances made by facilities designed
specifically to treat veterans with Alz-
heimer’s will ultimately benefit all
those who suffer with this disorder.
Therefore, Mr. President, | strongly
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation.e

SENATE RESOLUTION 36—AUTHOR-
IZING TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS
IN THE CHAMBER OF THE
UNITED STATES SENATE

Mr. LOTT (for himself, Mr. DASCHLE,
MR. MCCONNELL, and Mr. DobDD) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 36

Resolved, That paragraph 1 of rule IV of the
Rules for the Regulation of the Senate Wing
of the United States Capitol (prohibiting the
taking of pictures in the Senate Chamber) be
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