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Alcorn won the SWAC title. Therefore, it is
only fitting that in 1999, while Coach Whitney
is on the brink of accomplishing that same
goal with the very same program, that I take
time out to recognize him.

At the age of 69, Coach Whitney’s goal this
time around is to get the basketball program
back on its feet and train someone to replace
him. Although some may view this as a wise
decision, I know that there are many Braves
fans out there who are lobbying for him to stay
for as long as he wants.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Whitney exemplifies
college basketball in every way. His track
record shows that he has what it takes to be
successful and stay successful in college bas-
ketball. Keep up the good work Coach and the
best of luck to you and your ball club as you
continue on your quest for greatness.
f

ELIMINATION OF AID TO TURKEY

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and applaud the action of the 105th
Congress to withhold all aid for Turkey in the
1999 appropriations bills.

For the past 25 years, Turkey has brutally
oppressed the people of Cyprus and commit-
ted atrocious human rights violations. Despite
the condemnation of the international commu-
nity, Turkey has refused to withdraw its troops
from Cyprus or improve its record on human
rights. The United States must take the lead in
resolving this conflict in the Mediterranean.
Not only is it our moral obligation to oppose
unjust oppression and brutal human rights vio-
lations, but a lasting resolution to the Cyprus
problem would also improve relations between
Greece and Turkey, strengthen the peace and
stability of the Eastern Mediterranean region,
and serve important United States interests.

I have been delighted to work with Con-
gressman JOHN EDWARD PORTER, a key mem-
ber of the House Appropriations Committee
and a great leader on these issues. Congress-
man PORTER and I introduced H.R. 388 and
H.R. 1361 in the 105th Congress to address
the situation in Cyprus. These bills proposed
to withhold all American military and economic
assistance to Turkey unless Turkey peacefully
resolved the conflict with Cyprus and halted all
human rights violations. I am very pleased that
Congressman PORTER and I were able to
achieve our goal when these funds were with-
held in 1999 appropriations. I join my col-
league in urging this Congress and the Presi-
dent to continue to deny aid to Turkey until
these diplomatic and human rights require-
ments are met.
f
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CONSTRUCTION ACT
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OF NORTH CAROLINA
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Thursday, March 4, 1999

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to announce the re-introduction of my legisla-
tion I originally introduced last year to assist

fast-growing states to build new schools, re-
duce class sizes and overcrowding and foster
an orderly and disciplined learning environ-
ment. To date, I have gathered more than
twice as many original cosponsors this year
than the bill enjoyed in the last Congress, and
I urge all of my colleagues to join me in sign-
ing on to this important legislation.

As the former Superintendent of North Caro-
lina’s schools, I know firsthand how important
quality facilities are to our children’s education.
The General Accounting Office has identified
more than $112 billion in school construction
needs across the country. The Secretary of
Education has reported that the ‘‘Baby Boom
Echo’’ will create an explosion of growth in the
school-age populations in many states over
the next ten years. In fact, the experts at the
U.S. Education Department have projected
that my state’s high school enrollment will
grow by 27.1 percent over the next ten years.
Almost all of my Congressional District’s nine
counties have experienced tremendous growth
this decade (Franklin County—19.6 percent,
Granville County—9.9 percent, Harnett Coun-
ty—18.9 percent, Johnston County—25.3 per-
cent, Lee County—17.1 percent, Nash Coun-
ty—17.3 percent, Sampson County—9.5 per-
cent, Wake County—29.4 percent, Wilson
County—2.6 percent).

Congress must assist the states to meet
their school construction needs of the coming
decade. My bill will use new tax credits to cre-
ate $7.2 billion in school construction bonds
over the next ten years. These school bonds
will be allocated to the states based on the
growth we know they will experience in the
coming decade. The Etheridge School Con-
struction Act will complement the Administra-
tion’s school construction initiative by using
the same bond-leveraging tax credit but tar-
geting resources to growing states. These tar-
geted tax credits will provide resources directly
where they are needed without adding any
new federal government programs of bureauc-
racy. My state of North Carolina will qualify for
about $360 million in school construction
bonds under this legislation.

By directing these bonds to the states with
the most growth, we will provide desperately
needed assistance to the states with the most
critical needs and provide some relief to vir-
tually every state. Specifically, the Etheridge
School Construction Act will provide school
construction bonds to these states at the fol-
lowing amounts: California—$2.32 billion;
Texas—$840 million; New York—$540 million;
Florida—$436 million; North Carolina—$360
million; Georgia—$303 million; Virginia—$249
million; Massachusetts—$241 million; Illinois—
$237 million; Arizona—$233 million; New Jer-
sey—$191 million; Tennessee—$166 million;
Maryland—$129 million; Colorado—$112 mil-
lion; South Carolina—$104 million; Indiana—
$100 million; Alabama—$100 million; Wash-
ington—$83 million; Utah—$83 million; Ne-
vada—$79 million; Missouri—$58 million;
Pennsylvania—$54 million; Michigan—$50 mil-
lion; Connecticut—$42 million; New Mexico—
$42 million; Rhode Island—$37 million; Or-
egon—$33 million; Mississippi—$29 million;
Idaho—$29 million; Hawaii—$29 million;
Ohio—$25 million; Delaware—$25 million; Ar-
kansas—$20 million; Alaska—$20 million;
New Hampshire—$17 million; District of Co-
lumbia—$8 million; Louisiana—$4 million;
Kentucky—$4 million; Kansas—$4 million;
Vermont—$4 million.

The revenue costs of this legislation amount
to the modest sum of $2.3 billion which could
easily be offset by tightening loopholes in the
tax code and minimal reductions in current
federal government spending. There is no
need to utilize the current and future budget
surpluses to pay for this legislation. Therefore,
this bill is budget neutral. Below are listed ex-
amples of current government expenditures
that could be trimmed or eliminated. My indi-
vidual colleagues who support the Etheridge
School Construction Act may not agree with
each and every provision I suggest we curtail
to finance this important priority, but the list il-
lustrates opportunities for savings available to
accommodate the pressing need for new
schools. The Green Scissors Campaign and
other sources have identified these items.

Mining Reform. Under the General Mining
Law of 1872, anyone may explore open public
lands for hardrock minerals including gold, sil-
ver, lead, copper, zinc and many others. Each
year, approximately $2 to $3 billion worth of
minerals are taken from public lands but no
royalties are paid. Modest reform to require a
fair market return to taxpayers for publicly-
owned minerals extracted by mining compa-
nies, for example an 8 percent royalty, would
raise roughly $1 billion over five years.

Timber Sales. Over the last nine years, the
U.S. Forest Service has lost $2.8 billion on its
timber program. The losses come from selling
timber at below the Forest Service cost of pre-
paring the timber for sale and subsidizing the
construction of an extensive network of log-
ging roads to support its timber sales pro-
grams. Requiring the receipts for National For-
est commodity timber sales to cover the ex-
penses of programs would save $200 million
annually or $1 billion over five years.

Plutonium Manufacturing Project. This
project known as ‘‘Rocky Flats II’’ would in-
crease Los Alamos National Laboratory
(LANL) pit production capacity. Pits are the
plutonium cores of nuclear bombs and act as
triggers for detonation. There is no need for
new pit production because the U.S. retains
several thousand pits in reserve. For example,
there are more than 10,000 spare pits in bunk-
ers near Amarillo, Texas and many of them
could be substituted in currently-deployed
weapons should a currently nonexistent need
ever arise. Terminating this unneeded new
construction would save approximately $1.1
billion.

Oil and Gas Expensing. Firms engaged in
the production of oil, gas and other fuels are
permitted to expense rather than capitalize
certain intangible drilling and development
costs (IDCs). They are subsidies originally in-
tended to increase investment and exploration
into oil and fuel. These subsidies are designed
to reduce dependence on foreign oil, but they
increase the exploitation of our nation’s re-
sources and do nothing to abate the world’s
consumption of fossil fuels and the attendant
effects on the global environmental health.
Ending this subsidy would save $500 million a
year or $2.5 billion over five years.

These are a few examples of large expendi-
tures the federal government incurs that could
be curtailed to achieve necessary savings. In
addition to these big ticket items, one-time
spending items are often included in the an-
nual appropriations bills that serve parochial
interests of individual Members and represent
significant costs to the federal Treasury. For
example, last October Congress passed the
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