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be appropriated $500,000,000 to carry out such
part.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry be allowed to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 10, 1999. The purpose of this
meeting will be to review the nature of
agricultural production and financial
risk, the role of insurance and futures
markets, and what is and what should
be the Federal Government’s role in
helping farmers manage risk.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Armed Services be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, March 10, 1999, at
2:30 p.m., in open session, to examine
lift requirements versus capabilities
for the Marine Corps and the Army.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation be allowed to meet on
Wednesday, March 10, 1999, at 10:00 a.m.
on pending committee business.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, the
Finance Committee requests unani-
mous consent to conduct a hearing on
Wednesday, March 10, 1999 beginning at
10:00 a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, March 10, 1999, at
10:00 a.m. to hold a hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions be authorized to meet for a
hearing on ‘““What Works: Education
Research’ during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 10, 1999,
at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 10, 1999 at
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2:30 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on In-
telligence Matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND FORCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland Forces of the
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, March
10, 1999, at 2:30 p.m. in open session, to
receive testimony on tactical aircraft
modernization programs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 10,
1999, in open session, to receive testi-
mony on the condition of the services’
infrastructure and real property main-
tenance programs for fiscal year 2000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
1959 TIBETAN UPRISING

® Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr President, today
we mark a tragic anniversary, 40 years
after His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
more than 100,000 Tibetans were forced
to flee their homeland as a result of
brutal suppression by the Chinese gov-
ernment.

Tibetans were driven from their
homes, freedom was driven from Tibet,
and the Chinese Government began in
earnest its campaign to destroy Tibet’s
culture, religion, and national identity.

But this campaign will never suc-
ceed, because Tibet, and the human
rights of the Tibetan people, are not
China’s for the taking. It’s been said
that ‘“‘a right is not what someone
gives you; it’s what no one can take
from you.” The Tibetan people have a
right to their freedom, a right to open-
ly practice their religion, and a right
to live with dignity and without fear.

These human rights—that belong to
Tibetans, and to people everywhere—
bind us to the Tibetan people with a tie
stronger than the Chinese govern-
ment’s oppression, mightier than the
Chinese government’s policies of de-
struction, and more powerful than the
Chinese or any government’s attempt
to take that which cannot be taken—
the dignity of the human spirit.

I am calling on the Administration
to pursue a resolution condemning Chi-
na’s human rights practices in China
and Tibet at the upcoming U.N. Com-
mission on Human Rights in Geneva,
an action the Senate unanimously en-
dorsed by recorded vote in late Feb-
ruary. Only through strong U.S. leader-
ship can we build the international
consensus necessary to pressure China
to provide the basic human rights the
Tibetan people deserve. The time to
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press for these fundamental rights is
now and the place is the U.N. Commis-
sion on Human Rights in Geneva.e

GINNIE MAE GUARANTY FEE

® Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, my col-
league, Senator GRAMS, introduced S.
Con. Res. 16 last week. | am a cospon-
sor of that legislation expressing the
Sense that the Government National
Mortgage Association (Ginnie Mae)
guaranty fee should not be increased.

Ginnie Mae was established to help
provide affordable homeownership op-
portunities for all Americans by facili-
tating the sale of securities backed by
mortgages insured or guaranteed by
the Federal Housing Administration,
the Department of Veteran’s Affairs,
and the Rural Housing Service. The
Ginnie Mae guaranty assures investors
in the securities that they will receive
all payments due in a timely manner.
Ginnie Mae assesses a fee on lenders
who issue such securities and notes for
this guaranty. Currently, lenders are
charged six basis points per loan.

The Ginnie Mae mortgage-backed se-
curities program has been a universal
success. Almost 19 million homes have
been financed through Ginnie Mae se-
curities. Ginnie Mae creates a way for
Americans who are unable to find other
financing options to partake in the
dream of homeownership. More than 95
percent of all FHA and VA mortgages
are securitized through Ginnie Mae. It
is no secret that first-time homebuyers
comprise more than two-thirds of FHA
home purchase loans and that about 34
percent of FHA borrowers are minori-
ties. In its most basic form, Ginnie Mae
creates homeownership opportunities
for those borrowers who are typically
unserved or underserved by the conven-
tional mortgage markets.

During the last Congress, there were
several attempts to increase the Ginnie
Mae guaranty fee. Fortunately, most of
these attempts failed. However, an in-
crease of three basis points was adopt-
ed during deliberations on the Higher
Education Reauthorization Act effec-
tive in 2004. All of the attempts sought
to use the revenue gained by the in-
crease to pay for spending elsewhere.
This pattern must be stopped. Not only
should Congress refuse to raise the
guaranty fee under any circumstances,
but it should also seek to have this ar-
bitrary increase repealed prior to ef-
fect.

I believe that any increase in the
Ginnie Mae guaranty fee is an unneces-
sary tax on homeownership that would
cost homebuyers hundreds of dollars in
additional expense at closing and pre-
vent thousands of families from achiev-
ing the dream of homeownership. It
would defeat the very mission of
Ginnie Mae.

In addition, an increase in the Ginnie
Mae guaranty fee has absolutely no fi-
nancial basis. Recently, the independ-
ent auditor, KPMG, confirmed that
Ginnie Mae is financially sound. In
fact, Ginnie Mae had a record profit of
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