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will ignore this token effort. If Con-
gress decides that we should not be-
come engaged in the civil war in Ser-
bia, we must deny the funds for that
purpose. That we can do. Our presi-
dents have assumed the war power, but
as of yet Congress still controls the
purse.

Any effort on our part to enter a civil
war in a country 5,000 miles away for
the purpose of guaranteeing autonomy
and/or a separate state against the
avowed objections of the leaders of
that country involved, that is Yugo-
slavia, can and will lead to a long-term
serious problem for us.

Our policy, whether it is with Iraq or
Serbia, of demanding that if certain ac-
tions are not forthcoming, we will un-
leash massive bombing attacks on
them, I find reprehensible, immoral, il-
legal, and unconstitutional. We are
seen as a world bully, and a growing
anti-American hatred is the result.
This policy cannot contribute to long-
term peace. Political instability will
result and innocent people will suffer.
The billions we have spent bombing
Iraq, along with sanctions, have solidi-
fied Saddam Hussein’s power, while
causing the suffering and deaths of
hundreds of thousands of innocent
Iraqi children. Our policy in Kosovo
will be no more fruitful.

The recent flare-up of violence in
Serbia has been blamed on United
States’ plan to send troops to the re-
gion. The Serbs have expressed rage at
the possibility that NATO would in-
vade their country with the plan to re-
ward the questionable Kosovo Libera-
tion Army. If ever a case could be made
for the wisdom of non-intervention, it
is here. Who wants to defend all that
the KLA had done and at the same
time justify a NATO invasion of a sov-
ereign nation for the purpose of sup-
porting secession? ‘‘This violence is all
America’s fault,’’ one Yugoslavian was
quoted as saying. And who wants to de-
fend Milosevic?

Every argument given for our bomb-
ing Serbia could be used to support the
establishment of Kurdistan. Actually a
stronger case can be made to support
an independent Kurdistan since their
country was taken from them by out-
siders. But how would Turkey feel
about that? Yet the case could be made
that the mistreatment of the Kurds by
Saddam Hussein and others compel us
to do something to help, since we are
pretending that our role is an act as
the world’s humanitarian policeman.

Humanitarianism, delivered by a powerful
government through threats of massive bomb-
ing attacks will never be a responsible way to
enhance peace. It will surely have the oppo-
site effect.

It was hoped that the War Powers Resolu-
tion of 1973 would reign in our president’s au-
thority to wage war without Congressional ap-
proval. It has not happened because all sub-
sequent Presidents have essentially ignored
its mandates. And unfortunately the interpreta-
tion since 1973 has been to give the President
greater power to wage war with Congressional
approval for at least 60 to 90 days as long as

he reports to the Congress. These reports are
rarely made and the assumption has been
since 1973 that Congress need not participate
in any serious manner in the decision to send
troops.

It could be argued that this resulted from a
confused understanding of the War Powers
Resolution but more likely it’s the result of the
growing imperial Presidency that has devel-
oped with our presidents assuming power, not
legally theirs, and Congress doing nothing
about it.

Power has been gravitating into the hands
of our presidents throughout this century, both
in domestic and foreign affairs. Congress has
created a maze of federal agencies, placed
under the President, that have been granted
legislative, police, and judicial powers, thus
creating an entire administrative judicial sys-
tem outside our legal court system where con-
stitutional rights are ignored. Congress is re-
sponsible for this trend and it’s Congress’ re-
sponsibility to restore Constitutional govern-
ment.

As more and more power has been granted
in international affairs, presidents have readily
adapted to using Executive Orders, promises
and quasi-treaties to expand the scope and
size of the presidency far above anything even
the Federalist ever dreamed of.

We are at a crossroads and if the people
and the Congress do not soon insist on the
reigning in of presidential power, both foreign
and domestic, individual liberty cannot be pre-
served.

Presently, unless the people exert a lot
more pressure on the Congress to do so, not
much will be done. Specifically, Congress
needs a strong message from the people in-
sisting that the Congress continues the debate
over Kosovo before an irreversible quagmire
develops. The President today believes he is
free to pursue any policy he wants in the
Balkans and the Persian Gulf without Con-
gressional approval. It shouldn’t be that way.
It’s dangerous politically, military, morally, and
above all else undermines our entire system
of the rule of law.
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UNTIMELY DEATH OF HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL STAR,
JOHN STEWART

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support and sym-
pathy for the family of John Stewart, a
young Indianapolis man who promised
to bring glory to the game of basket-
ball. Unfortunately and most trag-
ically, last Friday night he collapsed at
a basketball game and died from an un-
detected enlarged heart.

John Stewart just turned 18 years
old, was an amazing young man gifted
with enormous natural talent and he
used those talents to the fullest. He
was very friendly, had a good sense of
humor. He was loved by both students
and teachers at Lawrence North High
School. He measured a full 7 feet tall
and tipped the scales at nearly 300
pounds.

From 1995 to 1997, John was a ball
boy for the Indiana Pacers. The Pacers

continued to provide John Stewart
with shoes even after his days with the
team because his feet were so large his
family had a hard time finding shoes
that would fit him. It was reminiscent
of Shaquille O’Neal, who had given his
shoes to a young man not because they
could not afford to buy size 16–17 shoes
but because in the marketplace those
sizes were very difficult to locate. John
Stewart had led Lawrence North 24 to
2, with 22 points and 13 rebounds. The
third-quarter numbers were 10 points
and 7 rebounds.

The case of John Stewart reminds us
how imperative it is to understand be-
fore kids enter the world of athletics,
especially something as strenuous as
basketball, that they have to have a
thorough heart evaluation to forego a
cardiac condition called hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy. It is a disease of the
heart that has some genetic ten-
dencies. It causes a very enlarged
heart. The normal treatment for that,
of course, is to avoid strenuous phys-
ical activity.

John Stewart was second-ranked
Lawrence North’s star center. He col-
lapsed Friday during the Wildcats’
Class 4A regional championship game
with Bloomington South at Columbus.
Unfortunately, he never regained con-
sciousness. He had also been awarded a
scholarship to attend the University of
Kentucky during the next school sea-
son.

So I wanted to say on behalf of the
many people who will not have an op-
portunity to express their support for
the John Stewart family, his mother,
his father, his sisters, his brothers, his
aunts and his grandparents, and to all
of the students who are in shock and in
bereavement at Lawrence North that
there is a passage of scripture that
often refers to a situation like this in
that ‘‘death has no democracy, it visits
anyone regardless of what their ages
are.’’

But it could be that John Stewart’s
life was cut off prematurely to alert
this Congress, this country, to the need
for allowing children to have thorough
heart examinations before they go in.
The passage of scriptures says that per-
haps John may have laid down his life
so that others may live.

In closing, Mr. Speaker and Members
of the House, I would simply recall for
the John Stewart bereaved family at
this time the words that the poet who
reminds all of us, ‘‘for every drop of
rain that falls a flower grows’’; and cer-
tainly John Stewart has brought in the
rain where a flower will grow, and said,
‘‘somewhere in the darkest night a can-
dle glows.’’

John Stewart’s remains will be laid
to rest on Friday. And unfortunately, I
cannot attend the Hershey event with
my colleagues because I will be attend-
ing John Stewart’s going home services
if you will. But he does remind me that
for every drop of rain that falls a flow-
er grows and somewhere in the darkest
night that a candle glows.

I know wherever John Stewart’s spir-
it is at this time, regardless of the pain
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that his departure has left, that his
candle will continue to glow through
the minds and the hearts of the John
Stewart family and the Lawrence
North High School community.
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TRADITIONAL COUNTRY FOR SIX
DECADES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a small radio
station with a big voice which has been
broadcasting for six decades in Mis-
souri. In Warrenton, Missouri, a small
but growing community, Bill and Merle
Zimmerman first established KWRE–
AM–73, a radio station to serve the
residents of east central Missouri 50
years ago. Playing tunes by Marty
Robbins, Dottie West, and Jim Reeves,
KWRE Radio officially hit the air
waves in 1949 and has remained true to
its motto of playing traditional coun-
try music ever since.

I would like to take these few min-
utes, Mr. Speaker, to honor those at
this humble radio station who have
reached out to people in Warren Coun-
ty, as well as Lincoln, Montgomery,
Gasconade and Franklin Counties, deep
in the heartland of Missouri’s Ninth
Congressional District.

Now, despite the demands of running
a modern station, those at KWRE have
maintained traditional homegrown val-
ues as their core operating method. As
such, they have proven over the last 50
years that America still wants to hear
wholesome traditional values and clas-
sic country songs.

In 1962, this hometown tradition was
carried on by Vern and Lillian Kasper.
The Kaspers bought KWRE Radio and
were able to modernize the broadcast
facilities, increase the community
services offered by the station, and air
award-winning editorials and other
public service programs.

Those responsible for maintaining
KWRE’s traditional country image are
people like Phil Summers, who brings a
vast array of characters and endless
trivia tidbits to the station’s morning
show each weekday. His award-winning
show ranks as one of the best enter-
tainment and local news shows in east
central Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
highlight the quality of KWRE’s morn-
ing programming. And currently, I and
other locally-elected officials are reg-
ular guests on Mike Thomas’ weekday
‘‘Livewire’’ program. ‘‘Livewire’’ is ac-
tually just that, a live wire. It covers a
range of topics, from local school
issues to international relations and
everything in between. Every other
week I am honored to be a guest on the
‘‘Livewire’’ show and help inform the
listeners in east central Missouri about
legislative action taking place here in
our Nation’s Capitol and how it affects
folks at home.

Overall, there are several programs
on KWRE that focus primarily on news

and information. The station broad-
casts at least 15 daily news broadcasts
to all six counties in east central Mis-
souri.

In addition to providing top-notch
newscasts, KWRE is also known for its
broadcast of agricultural information.
And having grown up on a family farm
in Missouri, I know firsthand how im-
portant it is to have up-to-date market
information and how useful it can be
for local farmers and those involved in
agribusiness. KWRE does this as well
as any and better than most.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, KWRE also
acts as the public service medium to
inform its listeners about upcoming
nonprofit events listed on its free bul-
letin board. KWRE–73 Sports is the
hometown sports voice for area
schools, broadcasting approximately 60
high school football and basketball
games each school year. The station
broadcasts a live weekly sports show,
‘‘Instant Replay,’’ aimed at keeping
the fan and sportsman in-the-know.

In summary, KWRE accommodates
all ages of east central Missouri’s resi-
dents whether it is the annual Senior
Citizens Fair and Exposition or the an-
nual Children’s Christmas Party giving
away thousands of dollars in toys to
area children. The canned goods given
for admission are distributed to local
charities in time for Christmas deliv-
ery.

In conclusion, I want to express my
admiration for those who have helped
to maintain the hometown tradition
since 1949. I wish KWRE in Warrenton,
Missouri, all the best in their 50th an-
niversary celebration and hope they
can continue to provide such whole-
some, hometown coverage for east cen-
tral Missouri for decades to come.
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SUPPORT AMERICAN FARMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as we
proceed with our work on Budget 2000,
I want to take this occasion to pose the
following question: Are we doing every-
thing we need to do to support our
American farmers? That is a question
we all need to seriously think about.

In 1998, the agriculture sector of the
economy suffered through one of the
worst years in American history.
Drought and other weather conditions,
coupled with extremely low prices, sig-
nificantly affected many producers in
my home State, Texas. Farm and ranch
production values declined more than
$2.4 billion from 1997 in Texas. The re-
sulting loss in agribusiness income is
an $8 billion blow to the State’s overall
economy, mostly to the small rural
communities like I represent in the
15th Congressional District.

Nationally, from 1996 to 1997, net
farm income dropped 6.8 percent from
$53.4 billion to $49.8 billion. Economists

forecast a 15.7 percent drop from $197
billion to only $42 billion in 1998. To
say the least, these declines are dra-
matic.

While weather conditions will hope-
fully improve, the current price situa-
tion for crops and livestock remains
bleak. Virtually every commodity has
continuing low prices, with little pros-
pect for improvement.

When the Congress passed the 1996
Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act, certain other issues were
to be addressed. Those included: Pas-
sage of fast track negotiating author-
ity, relief of government regulatory
burdens, and the repeal of capital gains
taxes and death taxes. In the 3 years
since the passage of the FAIR Act,
those promises have not been kept. I
mention all of this because I feel it is
important to constantly be mindful of
how vital agriculture is to our country.
When disasters occur, yes, action is
taken to respond to them, but what we
saw last year was too little, too late.
That is not a philosophy to which I
subscribe.

Mr. Speaker, much more needs to be
done for America’s farmers, and the
time to do it is now, as we are now
working on the budget. Let us help pro-
vide a safe and secure future for our
farmers. Agriculture is a vital part of
our economic fiber in our country, and
the men and women who comprise
America’s farming community are im-
portant to our Nation’s character. It is
our responsibility to make sure that
they survive and that they have an op-
portunity to prosper. Let us provide an
environment in which they can.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close my
remarks by tossing out two thoughts
for consideration. They evidence why
we absolutely need to do the right
thing. In the next 30 years, the world’s
population will increase by 2.5 billion
and the demand for food will double.
Who is going to feed them? Everybody
eats.
f

PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS
PORTEND GREAT COST TO
ANGELENOS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
wear on my lapel just above the pin
signifying that this is the 106th Con-
gress a pair of black horn-rimmed
glasses representing the memory of the
late great Arizona Senator Barry Gold-
water. Goldwater brought a simple,
plain-spoken candor to public life, and,
Mr. Speaker, I think it was typified by
his straightforward declaration that as
an American, people should have the
right to join a union but they should
likewise have the right not to join a
union if they so desire. And mindful of
some perilous trends in public policy, I
rise on this occasion this afternoon.

California is the next-door neighbor
of Arizona, and the Los Angeles Unified
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