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a decade; the Palestinian prisoners only be-
came known when the Syrian government re-
leased them in 1995. On the basis of this ex-
perience with Syria, it is quite possible that
these Israeli MIAs are still alive and under
Syrian control.

Mr. Speaker, I have chosen to introduce this
legislation today because this day holds great
significance for the Jewish people. Today is
the first day of the month of Nissan on the
Jewish calendar. Nissan is a very important
month because Jews from around the world
celebrate Passover and join with their families
in the observance of the holiday of freedom in
this month.

It is in the spirit of this month that I ask my
colleagues in the Congress to join me in help-
ing Zachary Baumel, Tzvi Feldman, and
Yehuda Katz return to their homes. Sitting in
the gallery today is Mrs. Miriam Baumel,
Zachary Baumel’s mother, whose tireless ef-
forts on behalf of H.R. 1175 are a testament
of her deep love for her son and her strong
support for this legislation. Miriam and hus-
band, Yona, have visited communities across
the country and have met with numerous
Members of Congress and congressional staff
in their tireless effort to rally support for their
son and to end this family tragedy.

I have confidence in this house’s ability to
do what is right. Mr. Speaker. The Baumel,
Feldman, and Katz families should not have to
spend one more night worrying about the fate
of Zachary, Tzvi, and Yehuda.

H.R. 1175 directs the Department of State
to raise the fate of these Israeli soldiers with
the Palestinian Authority and leaders of the
governments of Syria, Lebanon, and other
countries in the Middle East in an effort to lo-
cate and secure the return of these soldiers.
This legislation also specifies that U.S. aid to
these governments ‘‘should take into consider-
ation the willingness of these governments
and authorities to assist in locating and secur-
ing the return of these soldiers.’’ The State
Department is directed to report to the Con-
gress concerning these efforts.

Mr. Speaker, our legislation is introduced in
the hope that we can find answers to the
questions that have haunted the Baumel,
Katz, and Feldman families for almost 17
years. I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation and help to put an end to this trag-
edy.

H.R. 1175
To locate and secure the return of Zachary

Baumel, an American Citizen, and other
Israeli soldiers missing in action.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that
A. Zachary Baumel, an American citizen

serving in the Israeli military forces, has
been missing in action since June 1982 when
he was captured by forces affiliated with the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)
following a tank battle with Syrian forces at
Sultan Ya’akub in Lebanon;

B. Yehuda Katz and Zvi Feldman, Israeli
citizens serving in the Israeli military
forces, have been missing in action since
June 1982 when they were also captured by
these same forces in a tank battle with Syr-
ian forces at Sultan Ya’akub in Lebanon;

C. These three soldiers were last known to
be in the hands of a Palestinian faction
splintered from the PLO and operating in
Syrian-controlled territory, thus making

this a matter within the responsibility of the
government of Syria;

D. Diplomatic efforts to secure their re-
lease have been unsuccessful, although PLO
Chairman Yasir Arafat delivered one half of
Zachary Baumel’s dog tag to Israeli govern-
ment authorities; and

E. In the Gaza-Jericho agreement between
the Palestinian Authority and the govern-
ment of Israel of May 4, 1994, Palestinian of-
ficials agreed to cooperate with Israel in lo-
cating and working for the return of Israeli
soldiers missing in action.
SEC. 2. ACTION BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

A. The Department of State shall raise the
matter of Zachary Baumel, Yehuda Katz and
Zvi Feldman on an urgent basis with appro-
priate government officials of Syria, Leb-
anon, the Palestinian Authority, and with
other governments in the region and other
governments elsewhere which in the Depart-
ment’s view may be helpful in locating and
securing the return of these soldiers.

B. Decisions with regard to United States
economic and other forms of assistance to
Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinian Authority,
and other governments in the region and
United States policy towards these govern-
ments and authorities should take into con-
sideration the willingness of these govern-
ments and authorities to assist in locating
and securing the return of these soldiers.
SEC. 3. REPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

A. Ninety days after the enactment of this
legislation, the Department of State shall
deliver a report in writing to the Congress
detailing its consultations with governments
pursuant to section 2(A) of this act and
United States policies affected pursuant to
section 2(B) of this act. This report shall be
a public document. The report may include a
classified annex.

B. After the initial report to the Congress,
the Department of State shall report in writ-
ing within 15 days whenever any additional
information from any source relating to
these individuals arises. Such report shall be
a public document. The report may include a
classified annex.

C. The reports to the Congress identified in
paragraph (A) and (B) above shall be made to
the Committee on International Relations of
the House of Representatives and to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate.
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Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate this opportunity to share with my
colleagues my esteem and regard for William
Johnson, Business Manager of Laborers
Union Local 113 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On
March 20, his family, friends, union brothers
and sisters, and admirers will gather to cele-
brate Bill Johnson’s over 40 years of service
to Milwaukee workers and to wish him well as
his life begins a new chapter.

Bill returned to his native Alabama in 1955,
an honorably discharged veteran of the United
States Army. He stayed only a couple of
weeks before he agreed to join his brother in
Milwaukee.

When he arrived in Milwaukee, Bill Johnson
found work, but he did not immediately find
union representation. During the early days of
America’s struggle for civil rights, many of the

union locals in town were not admitting African
Americans. When he joined the Laborers’ pav-
ing local that would eventually become Local
113, he had found a home.

Bill Johnson rose through the ranks to the
position of Business Manager, ultimately re-
sponsible for contract negotiation and adminis-
tration, personnel, and all of the union’s other
business. He has also served as Union Trust-
ee for 30 years and is a trustee of the Labor-
ers’ Employers Cooperation Education Trust.

As a leader, Bill Johnson earned the respect
of Local membership. He led by example, with
dedication to the welfare and professional ad-
vancement of the membership. He always re-
membered that a successful union draws
strength from its members just as they draw
strength from the union.

After over 40 years, Bill Johnson is retiring
as Business Manager of Laborers Local 113.
His retirement from organized labor does not
mean an end to his public service. Bill has
been a longtime leader at Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, and he presides over the
church’s economic and community develop-
ment corporations. Under his direction, I know
that these organizations will continue to work
vigorously to bring housing and economic op-
portunity to Milwaukee’s central city. Bill has
also been active in leadership positions in the
Milwaukee Jobs Initiative, the United Way of
Greater Milwaukee, and Campaign for a Sus-
tainable Milwaukee.

I am proud to join his colleagues, his
friends, and his many admirers in expressing
my gratitude to Bill Johnson for a lifetime of
devoted service to Milwaukee’s working fami-
lies. I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
Bill and wishing him well as he embarks on a
new course.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the
Brooklyn Irish-American Parade Committee on
the occasion of it’s 24th Annual Brooklyn Irish-
American Parade.

The Brooklyn Irish-American Parade high-
lights the cultural, education and historical ac-
complishments and contributions of Brooklyn’s
Irish-American community. The Annual Brook-
lyn Irish-American Parade serves as a cele-
bration of Brooklyn’s cultural diversity and rich-
ness and takes place in historic Park Slope on
the hallowed ground of the Battle of Brooklyn
and commemorates the Marylanders, Irish
Freedom Fighters and Americans of other eth-
nic backgrounds who gave their lives to se-
cure independence for all Americans. The
Spirit of ’76 was, and still is, the ideal of the
Brooklyn Irish-American Parade.

The Parade Committee, it’s officers and
members, continue the memorialization of
‘‘The Great Famine’’ (An Gorta Mor) which
caused the deaths of over 1,500,000 people in
Ireland and tens of thousands as they traveled
to America. During ‘‘The Great Famine’’, over
1,000,000 of Erin’s sons and daughters emi-
grated to the United States through the port of
New York.
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