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INTRODUCTION OF THE INTERNET
GUN TRAFFICKING ACT OF 1999

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Internet Gun Trafficking Act of
1999. Currently, unlicensed individuals are
able to sell and unlicensed buyers are able to
buy firearms over the Internet. Moreover, web
site operators, who are not licensed gun deal-
ers, facilitate firearms transactions between
buyers and sellers. Web site operators run
web sites which provide space for unlicensed
individuals to post guns for sale. The web
sites give names, phone numbers and/or e-
mail addresses of sellers, to allow potential
buyers the opportunity to contact the sellers
directly for the purchase of firearms. These
transactions, while facilitated by the web site
operator are not monitored by the web site op-
erator, thus occurring out of anyone’s eye-
sight, including law enforcement. As a result,
many individuals, including children and felons
are able to purchase firearms illegally and
evade the law.

My bill will end the unlicensed selling of
guns over the Internet. Web site operators
who offer firearms for sale or otherwise facili-
tate the sale of firearms listed or posted over
the Internet, must become federally licensed
firearm manufacturers, importers or dealers.
Additionally, as an aid to law enforcement, li-
censed firearm dealers-web site operators are
required to notify the Secretary of the Treas-
ury of their web site address, as would any in-
dividual who operates a web site which offers
for sale or otherwise facilitates the sale of fire-
arms.

Furthermore, to ensure legal firearm trans-
actions over the Internet, individuals who on
behalf of other persons, lists or posts firearms
for sale over the Internet will have to establish
themselves as ‘‘middlemen.’’ All guns sold
from the ‘‘middleman’s’’ web site, must be
shipped directly to the ‘‘middleman.’’ The
‘‘middleman’’ is then required to transfer the
firearms to the buyer in accordance with fed-
eral firearm laws, including laws which require
that firearms are shipped directly to a licensed
dealer in the unlicensed buyer’s state. The
‘‘middleman’’ is prohibited from providing any
information which would facilitate direct con-
tact between the seller and the buyer. Finally,
unlicensed individuals who offer firearms for
sale over the Internet may only transfer those
firearms directly to the web site operator.

I hope that my introduction of the Internet
Gun Trafficking Act of 1999 will call attention
to the need to regulate gun sales in this new
era of Internet firearm transactions.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 1998
NEW MEXICO PARENTS OF THE
YEAR

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring

to your attention the recipients of the 1998
New Mexico Parents of the Year award. This
award is administered by the New Mexico Par-
ent’s Day Coalition. As we recognize these
parents, I thank them for the role they play in
strengthening and restoring the foundation of
our country—the family.

Jerry and Debbie Dixon, Albuquerque
Joe and Lori Chavez, Santa Fe
Dr. Oscar and June Marquardt, Alamogordo
Carl and Donna Londene, Albuquerque
John and Belina Ortiz, Bosque Farms
Charles and Karen Cooper, Albuquerque
Nemesio and Marylou Martinez, Los Lunas
Arthur and Lou Jauriqui, Albuquerque
Glenn and Oma Warwick, Las Cruces
Pastor Ira and Diane Shelton, Albuquerque
Duc Vu and Nghi Nguyen-Vu, Albuquerque
Please join me in thanking these parents for

their dedication to raising good citizens and
their contribution to New Mexico’s future.
f

TRIBUTE TO JIM HLAFKA

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before

you today to congratulate the Bunker hill bas-
ketball coach, Jim Hlafka for attaining his
700th career win this past February 23rd.

Jim Hlafka, who is 65 years old, has been
the Bunker Hill basketball coach for 40 years
now. By coaching 700 games to victory, he
became a member of an elite group of only 10
other coaches from Illinois who have attained
this goal. Not only did Hlafka attain his own
goal that evening, he coached the Bunker Hill
Minutemen to victory in the 80th annual
Macoupin County Boys Tournament.

Corey Elliot, a member of the team that won
the County Championship, said that ‘‘[i]t’s an
honor to play for him.’’ It is also an honor for
me and all of Bunker Hill to be represented by
one of the best high school coaches in the
state of Illinois.
f

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE RANKED
NATION’S TOP PRIMARY-CARE
MEDICAL SCHOOL

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to an-
nounce that US News and World Report re-

cently ranked the University of Washington’s
School of Medicine as number one in primary
care.

Many teaching programs at the University’s
School of Medicine were also ranked in the
top five, including a number one rank in rural
medicine, number one in family medicine,
number four in women’s health, and number
five in AIDS instruction. Overall, the University
of Washington’s medical school was ranked
ninth in the country.

The most exciting and creative research is
taking place at the University of Washington.
In fact, only two other medical schools receive
more funding from the National Institutes of
Health. I can safely assert that the best pri-
mary care doctors of the 21st Century are the
current students at the University of Wash-
ington.

Congratulations to the outstanding students,
teachers, researchers, and faculty of the Uni-
versity of Washington’s School of Medicine.
Your commitment to excellence is second to
none.
f

HONORING SUSAN GLASER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I

would like to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the following statement which was
delivered to the Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom when they honored
Ms. Susan Glaser of West Palm Beach, Flor-
ida.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 18, 1999.

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE
AND FREEDOM,

West Palm Beach, Florida
It is my great pleasure to join with you in

honoring Susan Glaser. During the time
Susan was employed in my office, she
worked tirelessly on behalf of people in need
of Social Security benefits, Medicare and
federal housing assistance. She was particu-
larly effective at helping first generation
Americans adjust to the complexities of life
in this country. Widely known as a con-
cerned, compassionate person, Susan always
presented a positive image for me when rep-
resenting me at public events.

I congratulate WILPF for giving Susan the
recognition she deserves. She has spent a
lifetime fighting for all the things we truly
care about. She has always been an effective
organizer, drawing the attention of her fel-
low citizens to the need for refugee aid and
food and shelter for the homeless. Susan has
also been noted for her history on the front
lines of the Civil Rights movement and for
speaking out against the injustices per-
petrated on the peoples of Central America.

I am glad to add my voice to the many oth-
ers who are singing Susan’s praises today.
She is a wonderful person who truly deserves
the many accolades she receives. Congratu-
lations, Susan! I am very, very proud of you!

In Peace,
ALCEE L. HASTINGS,

Member of Congress.
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MEDICARE REFORM CUT OFF AT

THE KNEES BY CLINTON AND
DEMOCRATS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
highly commends this March 20, 1999, edi-
torial from the Omaha World Herald regarding
President Clinton’s actions on Medicare Re-
form. Because of the imminent crisis that
Medicare faces in the near future, I am very
disappointed that the President has chosen to
play politics with such an important issue in-
stead of finding real solutions to preserving
Medicare.

[From the Omaha World-Herald, Mar. 20,
1999]

CUT OFF AT THE KNEES

When President Clinton torpedoed the rec-
ommendation of a majority of the members
of his bipartisan commission on Medicare re-
form, his action raised the question of
whether he ever intended the commission to
succeed.

Clinton has been demagoguing the Medi-
care issue ever since before the 1996 election,
when Republicans in Congress proposed slow-
ing the growth of Medicare spending from 10
percent a year to 7 percent. The President
won re-election, in part, by persuading some
voters that the Republicans wanted to de-
stroy Medicare and forsake the elderly.

After the election, the GOP insisted that
Clinton must take the lead if he wanted Re-
publican help in repairing the program,
which is headed for bankruptcy as the cost of
providing doctor and hospital care for retir-
ees outraces available revenues. Clinton re-
sponded with the classic bureaucratic eva-
sion. He named a commission to study the
problem.

The need for reform is indisputable. Medi-
care is funded by payroll taxes and income
taxes. The worker-to-beneficiary ratio was 4-
to-1 when the program was enacted in 1965.
That ratio will be cut in half by 2030, when
aging baby boomers will swell the ranks of
Medicare recipients. By then nearly 80 mil-
lion people will be eligible for Medicare.
That’s double today’s number.

Meanwhile, medical care has become more
sophisticated and expensive. Medicare is pro-
jected to go bankrupt in 2008—and that’s be-
fore the impact of baby boomer retirements
is felt.

Spokesmen for the elderly have been pres-
suring government to expand the benefits,
adding coverage for prescription drugs. What
started out as providing doctor’s services
and hospitalization would become a full-
service health program, not only covering
catastrophic care but also paying for routine
services that people used to assume were
their own responsibility.

The bipartisan commission recommended
changes that have been ordered by some con-
gressional leaders, among them Sen. Bob
Kerrey, D-Neb. Changes include raising the
eligibility age in small steps to age 67 over
the next quarter of a century. The commis-
sion also said that people ought to be able to
receive Medicare coverage through private
plans, nearly 90 percent of which would be
subsidized by Medicare dollars. Such changes
could save $500 billion by 2030, the commis-
sion said.

Clinton rejected the plan, although he said
some parts of it had promise. He character-
ized it as a reduction in benefits, which he
said is not permissible. Ten members of the

commission had supported the recommenda-
tion, with 11 votes needed. The 10 consisted
of eight Republicans and two Democrats,
Kerrey and Sen. John Breaux of Louisiana,
who co-chaired the commission.

Instead of savings $500 billion, Clinton
said, the government needs to spend an addi-
tional $700 billion through 2020. ‘‘Medicare
cannot provide for the baby boom generation
without substantial new revenues,’’ Clinton
said.

Taxpayers ought to cringe at the prospect.
Clinton said the new money will be provided
by future budget surpluses. By siphoning 15
percent of projected surpluses, Clinton said,
the government can fund his proposed expan-
sion of Medicare.

That is based on an implied assumption
that the economy is recession-proof, which
has no basis in fact or history. When the
spending in a program is accelerating out of
control, government should at least question
the assumptions that are behind the growth.
Clinton’s solution is to find more money. He
is confident that it will be there. Yet neither
he nor anyone else, a year or two ago, saw
the revenue tide coming. And even if payroll
and income taxes could generate enough rev-
enue to cover the rising cost of Medicare,
that does not mean it is right to let the pro-
gram’s budget spiral upward indiscrimi-
nately.

Health care for the elderly is a legitimate
concern of government. But it is not evil for
politicians to decide that government may
have to be more efficient in subsidizing such
care. Neither is it evil to suggest that a
major expansion in benefits isn’t affordable
at the very time a big increase in recipients
is projected.

At one point, with senators like Kerrey
and Breaux taking the political risks of
looking for an actuarially defensible solu-
tion, it seemed that a genuine, compas-
sionate, affordable and bipartisan plan of ac-
tion could be arrived at. Now that Clinton
and their fellow Democrats on the commis-
sion have cut Kerrey and Breaux off at the
knees, that possibility, regrettably, has be-
come less likely.

f

THE ELDRED HOUSE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this time to applaud the efforts of the Illi-
nois Valley Cultural Heritage Association to
place the famous James J. Eldred stone
house in Eldred, IL in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Built 138 years ago, this three-story house
was made from natural bluff limestone by
James J. Eldred who is a descendent of a his-
toric English family. The Eldred house is the
largest of nine area limestone houses and was
known for the elaborate parties that took place
there. Soon this house will be renovated and
used as a museum of American Indian and
farm history.

I wish the Illinois Valley Cultural Heritage
Association the best in their efforts to secure
the Eldred House’s rightful place in history.

DAVID HORSEY WINS BERRYMAN
CARTOONIST OF THE YEAR
AWARD

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to
announce that one of my constituents, Mr.
David Horsey, recently won the Berryman Car-
toonist of the Year Award from the National
Press Foundation.

American newspapers have traditionally car-
ried political cartoons, much to the delight of
their readers. While it usually takes political
pundits hundreds of words to express an idea
or assert an opinion, political cartoonists have
the difficult task of capturing timely political
issues in just a few deft strokes of the pen.
One of the masters of this art form is Mr.
David Horsey.

Mr. Horsey, a Seattle native, has worked at
the Seattle Post-Intelligence’s since 1979.
Many readers turn to his drawings first thing in
the morning, in order to enjoy his pungent and
unique interpretation of the political scene. His
cartoons never fail to show, literally, the affairs
of the day with his own flair and style.

I am so pleased that Mr. Horsey’s work was
honored by the National Press Foundation. I
look forward to many more years of brilliant
commentary in his cartoons. Since Mr. Horsey
is dedicated to the truth, we can only hope
that his caricatures of politicians become more
forgiving.

f

JUDGE HENRY E. HUDSON TAKES
THE BENCH IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, on March 19,
1999, Henry E. Hudson was sworn to a bench
in Fairfax County Circuit Court during an in-
vestiture ceremony. He was assisted in the
enrobing by his son, Kevin.

Judge Hudson brings a lifetime of wisdom
and legal experience to his new task. He has
previously served in Virginia as a deputy sher-
iff, assistant commonwealth’s attorney, com-
monwealth’s attorney, assistant U.S. attorney,
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia and as director of the U.S. Marshals
Service. He also practiced law in the private
sector for a number of years and served on
important federal and state boards and com-
missions.

A lifelong Virginian and member of the Ar-
lington County Volunteer Fire Department,
Judge Hudson continues a proud tradition of
service to the people and respect for the rule
of law. The judge, his wife, Tara, and their son
Kevin make their home in northern Virginia.

We in Virginia and in America are fortunate
to have people of Judge Hudson’s capabilities
serving on the bench.
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178TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK

INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
respect and profound admiration that I rise
today to pay tribute to Greece on the occasion
of its 178th anniversary of independence.
Greece is a country rich in history and culture
which has not only dramatically influenced its
own people but people throughout the world.

March 25th is a date that will forever live in
the hearts and minds of Greeks and Greek-
Americans. After suffering more than 400
years of oppression under the Ottoman Em-
pire, the people of Greece commenced a re-
volt on this day in 1821. Many dedicated, pa-
triotic Greeks lost their lives in the struggle
which lasted over 7 years. Ultimately, the free-
dom Greeks aspired to was courageously
achieved, and the modern day Greece was
born.

Greece has influenced our society in many
ways. Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
and our Founding Fathers found inspiration in
the writings and ideals of Greek philosophers
Plato and Aristotle. The Founding Fathers
searched antiquity for an appropriate model
for democracy, and found it in ancient Athens.
No doubt, without Greece’s influence, the
United States would be a completely different
country today.

Historically, Greece has been a dedicated
United States ally. A fierce supporter during
World War II, Greek soldiers fought beside
Americans to preserve democracy and inde-
pendence. For almost half a century, Greece
has stood beside the United States as an ac-
tive and important member to NATO. Greece
has consistently proved to be a valuable play-
er in preserving security in the Mediterranean.
Just recently, Greece held a significant role in
negotiations between the Republic of Cyprus
and Turkey to deter deploying Russian mis-
siles on the Cypriot island, thereby thwarting
an international incident.

One could not live in the United States for
too long without experiencing first hand the
impact Greece has had on American society.
Greek-Americans have significantly contrib-
uted to American culture and economy. Nearly
7,000 people in the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict of Massachusetts are of Greek descent.
Throughout the neighborhoods in Boston, Wa-
tertown, Cambridge, Chelsea, Belmont and my
hometown of Somerville, Greek-Americans are
one of the most active groups in politics and
community service. The Hellenic Cultural Cen-
ter, the Greek Orthodox Church and other
Greek-American organizations in the district
are working to improve education, healthcare,
and the environment.

The Greek people also take pride in their
heritage. In my district alone several events
will take place to commemorate Greek Inde-
pendence Day. From the grand parade in Bos-
ton to the small town festivities, Greek-Ameri-
cans will be celebrating their freedom.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I hope the United
States will continue to cultivate relationships
both culturally and economically with our
Greek neighbors, and I again offer my con-
gratulations to all Greeks as they celebrate
Greek Independence Day.

HONORING COLORADO GIRLS
STATE BASKETBALL A CHAM-
PIONS—CHERAW HIGH SCHOOL

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to extend my heartiest congratulations to the
Cheraw High School girls basketball team on
their impressive Colorado State A Champion-
ship. The victory, a 58–45 win over Prairie
High School, was a superb contest between
two talented and deserving teams. In cham-
pionship competition, though, one team must
emerge victorious, and Cheraw proved them-
selves the best in their class—truly second to
none.

The State A Championship is the highest
achievement in high school basketball. This
coveted trophy symbolizes more than just the
team and its coach, Charles Phillips, as it also
represents the staunch support of the players’
families, fellow students, school personnel and
the community. From now on, these people
can point to the 1998–1999 girls basketball
team with pride, and know they were part of
a remarkable athletic endeavor. Indeed, visi-
tors to this town and school will see a sign
proclaiming the Girls State A Championship,
and know something special had taken place
here.

The Cheraw basketball squad is a testa-
ment to the old adage that the team wins
games, not individuals. The combined talents
of these players coalesced into a dynamic and
dominant basketball force. Each team member
also deserves to be proud of her own role.
These individuals are the kind of people who
lead by example and serve as role-models.
With the increasing popularity of sports among
young people, local athletes are heroes to the
youth in their home towns. I admire the dis-
cipline and dedication these high schoolers
have shown in successfully pursuing their
dream.

The memories of this storied year will last a
lifetime. I encourage all involved, but espe-
cially the Cheraw players, to build on this ex-
perience by dreaming bigger dreams and
achieving greater successes. I offer my best
wishes to this team as they move forward
from their State A Championship to future en-
deavors.
f

IN HONOR OF THE LATE CHARLIE
PARKER

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the memory of Charlie
‘‘Yardbird’’ Parker as the Charlie Parker Me-
morial Site is dedicated at 17th Terrace and
Vine Street in my hometown of Kansas City,
Missouri. Charlie Parker was a bebop inno-
vator. He not only shaped the sound of mod-
ern jazz in the 1940s, but he has also served
as an inspiration to all jazz musicians since
that time. His alto sax virtuosity marked the
zenith of the jazz age and set a standard for
other musicians to aspire to.

Charlie Parker’s family settled in Kansas
City, Missouri, in 1927, when Parker was only
7 years old. While growing up there, he pur-
sued his musical education on the stages of
Kansas City. By 1936, when Charlie Parker
turned 16, Kansas City music had begun to in-
fluence the national jazz scene. Parker was a
big part of this explosion, having obtained his
union card at the age of 14. He spent a few
years idolizing and studying Lester Young’s
saxophone playing, and then continued his
studies under Buster Smith, one of the early
stars of County Basie’s Reno Club band and
Walter Page’s Blue Devils. By 1938, Parker
was playing in the Jay McShann band, the last
great band to play in Kansas City, as the prin-
cipal soloist. The McShann band’s national
success after 1944 meant that Parker would
no longer play in Kansas City.

It was in New York that Charlie Parker got
his nickname of ‘‘Yardbird’’ because he loved
to eat fried chicken. From the time he arrived
in New York until he passed away on March
12, 1955, his success escalated. As the news
of his passing spread, ‘‘Bird Lives’’ began to
appear all over New York and the nation be-
cause his fans refused to let him die. Although
he is buried in Lincoln Cemetery in Kansas
City, he lives on in the hearts of jazz lovers
everywhere. From March 25th through the
27th the nation’s ears will focus on Kansas
City, where some of Charlie Parker’s contem-
poraries will gather to remember the great jazz
legend at the American Jazz Museum in the
18th and Vine Historic Jazz District. Max
Roach, Dr. Billy Taylor, Jay McShann, Milt
Jackson, Claude ‘‘The Fiddler’’ Williams, and
Ernie Andrews are a few of the internationally
acclaimed artists who are participating in the
Symposium and Concert celebration.

This weekend’s dedication of the new Char-
lie Parker Memorial will remind us all of this
great musician and inspire the jazz musician
in all of us to hum a little bebop: ‘‘Hello, Little
Girl, don’t you remember me? I mean, been
so long, but I had a break you see.’’ (from
‘‘Hootie Blue,’’ recorded for Decca Records by
the Jay McShann Orchestra, April 30, 1941,
Parker’s first commercial recording session).
f

HONORING HENRIETTA PRESNALL

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I stand before
you today to recognize the accomplishments
of Mrs. Henrietta Presnall, of Flint, Michigan.
On Friday, March 26, friends and family will
gather to honor the career of this remarkable
woman, who is retiring from Sears Corporation
after 23 years of dedicated service.

A native of Chattanooga, Tennessee, Hen-
rietta moved to Flint and married James
Presnall in 1968. She attended Charles Stew-
art Mott Community College and graduated in
1973 with an Associates Degree in Nursing.
Upon graduation, she joined Heritage Manor
Nursing Home as a Nurses’ Aide. On July 26,
1976 she joined Sears and Roebuck Corpora-
tion as a part-time salesperson. Henrietta re-
ceived numerous recognitions for outstanding
work ethics and customer service, from her
superiors as well as her customers. Henrietta
was promoted to the position of Sears Service
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and Product Maintenance Agreement Lead
Person, then she was later promoted to Tech-
nician Secretary for the Sears Service Center,
leading to her current position as Cashier Ac-
countant.

Henrietta is often found using her person-
able skills in the community as well. She is in-
volved with groups such as Big Brothers/Big
Sisters of Flint, The Fair Winds Girl Scout
Council, Zeta Phi Beta Amica Sorority, and the
Michigan Women’s National Bowling Associa-
tion. In 1971, Henrietta became a member of
the Foss Avenue Baptist Church, where she
faithfully serves as a member of the Senior
Usher Board, Foss Avenue Catering Com-
mittee, and the MLA fellowship Sunday School
class.

I know that Henrietta would want to point
out that the love and support of her family
have contributed greatly to her success. She
is very proud of her children, Veronica and
Lucetia, grandsons Demetrice and Trevino,
granddaughter Elexus, and of course, her hus-
band, James Presnall.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a privilege for me
to rise today before my colleagues in the
106th Congress to join me in congratulating
Henrietta Presnall on her retirement. I wish
her continued success in all her endeavors.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE MATH AND
SCIENCE PROFICIENCY PART-
NERSHIP ACT

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce the
Mathematics and Science Proficiency Partner-
ship Act. The purpose of this legislation is to
improve mathematics and science education
for students in kindergarten through 12th
grade as well as to train mathematics and
science teachers.

My legislation, which has 52 cosponsors,
accomplishes its objective by forging a unique
partnership between students, parents, teach-
ers and the business people in their commu-
nities.

In years past, America’s schools served as
unilateral learning centers where students
studied, graduated and then entered the work-
force. The demands of the information age
and the global economy now compel U.S.
educators and business people to band to-
gether in the national interest. Schools and
businesses need to be partners to educate our
children. Otherwise, our nation will see its pre-
eminence in information technology implode
as other nations expand their high-tech driven
economies.

Already there are alarming trends. When it
comes to mathematics and science education
U.S. high school seniors need to be better
prepared. Compared to their international
peers, American high school seniors ranked
near the bottom of the Third International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) that
was released last year. This poor performance
holds true for both mathematics and science
as well as for moderate-level and top-level
students.

Mathematics and science are the disciplines
that have created the Internet and have driven

the Information Age. Two of the fastest grow-
ing job areas, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, are computer technology and
health services. Both fields demand a strong
background in mathematics and science.

As the Subcommittee on Basic Research’s
Ranking Member, I have had several discus-
sions with representatives from the information
technology community. These business people
in the high-tech field have expressed their
frustration in not being about to find qualified
job applicants. In fact, one in ten positions in
information technology is currently unfilled, ac-
cording to the Information Technology Asso-
ciation of America. One in three job applicants
tested by U.S. companies lacks the reading or
mathematics skills for the job as reported by
the American Management Association.

The Mathematics and Science Proficiency
Partnership Act will help reverse the trends of
poor test performance by U.S. students and
empower businesses to enrich the pool of job
applicants.

The purpose of this legislation is to improve
math and science education in urban and rural
areas by establishing partnerships between
participating schools and businesses. My bill
authorizes the National Science Foundation
(NSF) to award 10 partnership grants through
its Urban and Rural Systemic Initiative pro-
grams. The NSF Director will make five grants
to urban areas and five grants to rural areas.
Each grant will not exceed $300,000 and the
total amount authorized is $3 million.

The purpose of these partnership grants is
to train teachers and to improve teaching for
students in math, science and information
technology. The grants will be awarded to
schools that have established partnerships
with businesses.

Eligibility of the partnership grants will be
based on how well the participating schools
and businesses have forged their partner-
ships. Ways that businesses can participate
with schools include: setting up college schol-
arships for promising math and science stu-
dents, establishing jobsite mentoring and in-
ternships programs and donating computer
software and hardware to their participating
schools.

The legislation directs the NSF Director to
conduct a long-range study on the students
who have participated in the partnership grant
scholarship program and their ability to land
and to retain jobs in the fields of mathematics,
science and information technology.

Mr. Speaker, I am gratified by the support
the Mathematics and Science Proficiency Part-
nership Act has already received and urge all
Members to cosponsor this important legisla-
tion that will help prepare today’s American
students for tomorrow’s workplace.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO JERRY
BELL

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring
to your attention the works of Jerry Bell, an
outstanding volunteer for Noon Day Ministry in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Jerry Bell volunteers her time to the home-
less at Noon Day Ministry. Noon Day Ministry

serves approximately 300 homeless men,
women and children four days a week. Jerry’s
commitment to volunteer work comes from a
strong family support system that instilled the
value of helping others. By those who work
with Jerry she is described as the organizer,
the person who really keeps the place in
shape. By those she serves, Jerry is known
for providing more than lunch. She offers
hugs, a pat on the shoulder and a kiss on the
cheek—the sincere message of caring for an-
other.

Please join me in thanking Jerry Bell for her
caring contributions to individuals, families and
our community of Albuquerque, New Mexico.
f

LITTLE BOSTON BRANCH OF THE
KITSAP REGIONAL LIBRARY
WINS BEST SMALL LIBRARY
AWARD

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
announce that The Little Boston branch of the
Kitsap Regional Library system is the best
small library in America.

Little Boston recently won the 1998 Service
Award for Excellence from the National Public
Library Association. This library is unique be-
cause it is located on the Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribe’s reservation and is frequented
by patrons who live both on and off the res-
ervation.

Public libraries are the great equalizer in our
society as they ensure free and unlimited ac-
cess to invaluable educational resources for
anyone who simply has the desire to learn. Li-
braries enhance the knowledge of not only
ourselves, but also the world around us. Great
libraries, like Little Boston, deserve our utmost
praise and recognition. Employees continually
go above and beyond the call of duty with
their exceptional service to its patrons and
commitment to provide enriching and inform-
ative information to everyone in the commu-
nity.

Congratulations, again, to The Little Boston
Library for your commitment to excellence.
f

THE PARENT HELP LINE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the Parent Help
Line of Springfield, Illinois for their extraor-
dinary contributions to their community.

This volunteer organization’s primary func-
tion is to help parents become better parents
by providing advice, support, and referrals to
various community agencies. The Parent Help
Line is funded by several different sources in-
cluding St. John’s Hospital Foundation, Ronald
McDonald Charities of Central Illinois and
Ameritech.

Currently, the Parent Help Line consists of
25 volunteers who respond to about 100 calls
per month. While these numbers may not
seem significant, each one of those hundred
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calls has helped a parent and child come clos-
er together through the support of their com-
munity. Recognizing the utmost importance
that parents play in the development of not
only their children, but of the future of our
great country, the Parent Help Line helps par-
ents meet parenting challenges head on.

Again, I would like to thank the volunteers
and contributors of the Parent Help Line for
the outstanding devotion they have shown to-
wards our nation’s greatest asset—our chil-
dren.
f

TO DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO ESTAB-
LISH A NATIONAL CEMETERY
FOR VETERANS IN THE AT-
LANTA, GEORGIA METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

HON. BOB BARR
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to announce the introduction of a very
important piece of legislation which is vital to
all veterans in the state of Georgia. Through
the bill I am introducing today, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs will develop a national
cemetery for veterans in the Atlanta, Georgia
metropolitan area. This bill is co-sponsored by
the entire Georgia Delegation, and Senators
CLELAND and COVERDELL have introduced a
companion bill in the Senate.

I want to thank the other Members of the
Georgia delegation for their support of our ef-
forts. Congressmen COLLINS, NORWOOD, KING-
STON, LINDER, CHAMBLISS, DEAL, LEWIS,
ISAKSON, BISHOP, and Congresswoman
MCKINNEY realize the importance of this issue
to Georgia’s veterans.

I urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this effort not just on behalf of the vet-
erans in Georgia but veterans across our na-
tion.

Our nation has a sacred obligation to fulfill
the promises we made to our veterans when
they agreed to risk and, in many cases, give
their lives to protect the freedoms we all enjoy.
One of those promises was a military burial in
a national cemetery.

In 1994, the Department of Veterans Affairs
released its ‘‘Report on the National Cemetery
System.’’ The Atlanta area was listed within
the top 10 areas in the country with the great-
est need for burial space. This need has only
increased significantly in the past few years.
Establishing a national cemetery in Georgia
would provide veterans and their families ac-
cessibility and the recognition they deserve.

Georgia currently has only one national
cemetery, located in Marietta. However, this
cemetery has been full since the 1970s. The
nearest national cemeteries accepting burials
are located in Alabama and Tennessee. In ad-
dition to meeting the needs of veterans living
in Georgia, placing a new national cemetery in
the Atlanta area will alleviate the increasing
demands on the cemeteries in Tennessee and
Alabama.

Neither of these sites in Tennessee and
Alabama is reasonably accessible to most of
the more than 700,000 veterans living in Geor-
gia, including some 450,000 veterans in the
Atlanta metropolitan area.

This legislation is supported by Pete Wheel-
er, Commissioner of the Georgia Veteran’s
Association, and by the Georgia Disabled

American Veterans, the American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and other veterans’
groups. I ask all veterans groups to support
this legislation because it is only appropriate
for Georgia’s heroes to be allowed to be laid
to rest in their home state.

This has been a long awaited process for
Georgia veterans. These men and women de-
serve a proper resting place. The legislation
we are introducing today is an important first
step in creating a new national veterans cem-
etery.
f

LEGISLATION TO PROMOTE FAIR
COMPETITION IN ELECTRICITY
MARKETS

HON. PHIL ENGLISH
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, today, I am re-

introducing legislation I sponsored last year
that would promote fair competition in elec-
tricity markets. Many states have passed or
are considering plans to allow customers to
choose among competing providers of elec-
tricity. Although action on certain aspects of
competition should be left to states, the fed-
eral government needs to address competition
issues as they relate to the Internal Revenue
Code.

The use of tax-exempt bonds and other tax
exemptions granted to government-owned util-
ities are a significant problem in integrating
them into the competitive marketplace. Such
exemptions, in the context of competition, sub-
sidize the costs of a competitor, giving it an
unfair advantage against all private, tax-paying
participants. I believe that if government-
owned utilities want to compete in the open
marketplace, then they must be restricted in
issuing tax-exempt bonds and should give up
income tax exemptions on sales outside their
traditional service territory. Tax-free financing
and exemption from federal income taxes
pose no problem to electric competition if, and
only if, government-owned utilities limit the use
of these subsidies to serving their traditional
service areas.

My legislation, The Private Sector Enhance-
ment and Taxpayer Protection Act of 1999,
addresses these concerns by prohibiting tax-
free bonds from being used to finance genera-
tion and transmission by government-owned
utilities if such utilities choose to compete in
open electricity markets. If such utilities elect
to do so, any sales outside of their traditional
service area should be, like other commercial
operations, subject to federal income tax.

This legislation will not affect government-
owned utilities that do not elect to sell genera-
tion or provide transmission in the new com-
petitive marketplace. Since the vast majority of
municipal utilities, of which there are more
than 2,000, do not generate electricity, this bill
will not affect them. This bill does not affect
rural electric cooperatives or federal govern-
ment utilities. My bill attempts to address the
issue of large government-owned utilities that
want to act like, and compete with, taxpaying
entities in the electric marketplace. In a some-
what similar approach, the Administration has
addressed the issue in their FY2000 budget
proposal.

I believe my legislation is a balanced, fair
approach to establishing a level playing field
for all power companies with none enjoying
any special tax or financial advantages. I look

forward to working with the Administration and
my colleagues on this important issue.

f

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FR. GILBERT G.
ARCISZEWSKI’S PRIESTLY ORDI-
NATION

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Fr. Gilbert G. Arciszewski, pastor of Our
Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church on the
40th anniversary of his priestly ordination.

Fr. Arciszewski is representative of the high
caliber of priests from the Milwaukee Arch-
diocese. He is a lifelong resident of the com-
munity and has served in leadership positions
of various churches in the Milwaukee area
since his ordination.

Fr. Arciszewski is a product of Milwaukee’s
near South Side. He is proud of his Polish-
American heritage. He and his predecessor,
the late Msgr. Alphonse Popek, traveled many
of the same paths to Queen of Peace church,
growing up in the same neighborhoods, and
going to the same schools, beginning with St.
Adalbert’s elementary. The Popek and
Arciszewski families lived only a few blocks
from each other.

Fr. Arciszewski studied canon law at St.
Francis Seminary and was ordained May 30,
1959 at St. John Cathedral by Archbishop Wil-
liam E. Cousins. He served as associate pas-
tor of St. Helen, Milwaukee, June 1959 to
July, 1966, and St. Alexander, Milwaukee,
July, 1966 to March, 1975, when he became
pastor of St. Casimir.

By coincidence, the celebration of his 25th
anniversary of ordination in 1984 coincided
with the 500th anniversary of the death of St.
Casimir.

In February of 1987, Fr. Arciszewski was
assigned pastor of Our Lady Queen of Peace
Catholic Church where he has served since.
Among the many milestones observed at Our
Lady Queen of Peace was the marriage of
Frankie Yankovic, the polka legend, to his wife
Ida.

Mr. Speaker, on this the 40th anniversary of
his ordination, I would like to recognize the
contributions and commitment to the church
and community demonstrated by Fr.
Arciszewski.

f

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA LOGOLUSO

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Patricia (‘‘Patty’’)
Logoluso on the occasion of her retirement
from the Madera County Board of Supervisors.
Patty has a long standing record of dedicated
involvement in Madera County.

Patty Logoluso was born and raised in
Madera. Patty along with her two older broth-
ers and two sisters lived on the family farm in
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southern Madera. Her mother and father, Ben
and Esther Bishel, taught their children the
values of thrift and hard work. By the age of
12, Patty was already playing an active role in
the daily operation of the farm.

Despite her responsibilities on the farm,
Patty made time to participate in school sports
such as volleyball, basketball, baseball and
track. In 1963 she became a finalist at the
Junior Olympics. Patty was also a member of
the California Association of American Ath-
letes. She showed an early interest in govern-
ment becoming involved in Student Council,
and held various offices throughout her ele-
mentary years. Patty’s high school years were
even more active, and with the support of her
parents, she ran for Freshman Class vice-
president, she later became president the fol-
lowing year. Additionally she was a member of
the North Yosemite League of Student Coun-
cils, Commissioner of Awards, and Student
Court Reporter. She was also a member of
the California Scholarship Federation and was
named Soroptomist Girl of the Month.

Patty’s dedication to her family and commu-
nity has always been evident. Since 1973, she
has been a member of the Madera County
Farm Bureau and in 1985, became a member
of the Raisin Bargaining Association, the Italo
American Club, Inc., and the Statue of Liberty
Ellis Island Foundation. From 1978 to 1992
she served on numerous school site councils
involved with principal selection committees
and the Evaluation Committee for the High
School State Report.

In January of 1996, Patty was honored by
Governor Pete Wilson, when he appointed her
to fill an unexpired term of the Board of Super-
visors, District 1. In November of 1996, Patty
was elected as County Supervisor of District 1
on her own merit. In her time as Supervisor
she has served on the Fresno Madera Area
Agency on Aging, Interagency Children and
Youth Services Council, CSAC Policy Com-
mittee for Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Economic Development Commission and the
Foreign Trade Zone Advisory Board.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
Patty Logoluso on the occasion of her retire-
ment from the Madera County Board of Super-
visors. For the past six years Patty has been
a valuable asset to the public. I urge all of my
colleagues to join me in wishing Patty best
wishes for a bright future and continued suc-
cess.
f

REMEMBERING THE MASSACRE AT
HALABJA

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member a horrifying event in our world’s re-
cent history. Eleven years ago, Saddam Hus-
sein bombed the Kurdish town of Halabja with
chemical weapons. Clouds of poison gas in-
cluding mustard gas and sarin were rained
down on Saddam’s own people, merely be-
cause they were Kurds.

This heinous act resulted in the death of
over 5,000 innocent civilians and injury to ap-
proximately 10,000 others. However, Halabja
was neither the first nor the last of the chem-
ical warfare attacks Saddam Hussein un-

leashed against the Iraqi Kurds. Throughout
1988, Saddam’s brutal regime continued to
use chemical weapons against its own people.
In only 6 months, over 200 Kurdish villages
were attacked and 25,000 people were killed
by chemical weapons during the vicious Anfal
Campaign. This campaign ultimately led to the
destruction of 4,500 Kurdish villages and the
death of 500,000 Kurdish people. More than
200,000 Kurds remain missing and 500,000
have been internally displaced.

Although the people of Halabja undoubtedly
suffered beyond words when this horrifying
event occurred 11 years ago, their children
and their children’s children will feel the effects
of this one action of Saddam Hussein for gen-
erations to come. For, 11 years hence, the
Halabja attack has not really ended. Many
people in the region continue to suffer from
respiratory problems, eye conditions, neuro-
logical disorders, skin problems, and cancers.
All of these effects are attributable to long-
term damage to DNA caused by the chemicals
used by Saddam in the attack.

The Iraqi regime has never expressed re-
morse for Halabja, nor have Saddam Hussein
and his thugs ever been called to account for
these crimes they have committed against
their own citizens. We do know that whether
in attacks on Iraqis or neighboring states, in-
humanity is precisely the common element of
Saddam Hussein’s policies. We must never
forget the innocent people who died and those
who continue to suffer from Saddam’s ruth-
lessness.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE BORDER
IMPROVEMENT AND IMMIGRA-
TION ACT OF 1999

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, in the 105th
Congress, I introduced legislation to amend
section 110 of the Immigration Reform Act of
1996 that mandated an automated entry-exit
border control system by October 1, 1998. My
bill, H.R. 2955, not only sought to correct the
problems at the northern and southern borders
that would have been created by hasty imple-
mentation of section 110, but also took a de-
liberate approach to analyzing the problem
and determining the best solutions.

Today, I am reintroducing an updated
version of that bill for consideration during the
106th Congress. Much has happened since
last session’s introduction of H.R. 2955, but
the need for this legislation has not waned. My
intent in introducing this bill is not only to cor-
rect a flaw, but to reignite debate and discus-
sion as we work toward a final resolution of
this critical problem. The response and enthu-
siastic support for this effort last year—culmi-
nating in delay of section 110’s implementa-
tion until March 2001—demonstrates unmis-
takably that Congress views this as a serious
problem that needs a permanent fix. My bill
will accomplish that.

First, the bill would allow an entry-exit sys-
tem to be implemented only at airports. INS
has created an automated system now in use
at several airports. But, the expense and
lengthy set-up phase for that system high-
lighted the need to delay the deadline for im-

plementation at other airports to give the Attor-
ney General enough time to effectively inte-
grate the system at every airport where aliens
enter the United States. Further, it specifically
excludes land borders or sea ports from the
system created by section 110. In effect, it re-
peals section 110 with respect to land borders
and sea ports. Finally, it contains an exception
for any alien for whom documentation require-
ments at airports have been waived under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, primarily Ca-
nadians.

Second, the bill requires the Attorney Gen-
eral to submit a report to Congress one year
after enactment on the difficulties of devel-
oping and implementing an automated entry-
exit control system as presently prescribed in
section 110, including arrivals and departures
at land borders and sea ports. The study must
assess the total cost and practical feasibility of
various means of operating such an entry-exit
system.

Third, the bill increases the number of INS
border inspectors in each fiscal year, 2000–
2002, by not less than 300 full-time persons
each year. These new INS inspectors must be
equally assigned to the northern and southern
borders. Similarly, Customs inspectors must
also be increased at the land borders by not
less than 150 full-time persons in each fiscal
year, 2000–2002, and the Customs inspectors
in each year must be evenly assigned to the
northern and southern borders.

Section 110 of the 1996 Immigration Reform
Act mandated that an automated entry-exit
system be established that would allow INS
officers to match the entrance date with exit
dates of legally admitted aliens. Congress in-
cluded this section at the last minute during
the House-Senate conference with the intent
of solving the problem of overstaying visa
holders—aliens who enter the United States
legally but overstay their allotted time. Be-
cause the U.S. does not have a departure
management system to track who leaves the
United States, a new entry-exit system was
thought to be the best vehicle to solve the
problem.

In the rush to complete the bill before the
end of the fiscal year on September 30, 1996,
conferees did not have time to give this provi-
sion the scrutiny it deserves. Any attempt to
install a documentation system will bring intol-
erable chaos and congestion to a system al-
ready strained.

As representative of the 29th district of New
York, I have a particular interest in the prob-
lem of delays and congestion at our northern
border crossings. My district, which includes
Buffalo and Niagara Falls, has more crossings
than any other district along the border. In a
relatively small area, we boast four highway
bridges and two railroad bridges. I know from
personal experience the problems that delays
and congestion can cause at these crossings.

Last year, more than 116 million people en-
tered the United States by land from Canada.
Of these, more than 76 million were Canadian
nationals or United States permanent resi-
dents. And more than $1 billion in goods and
services trade crossed our border daily. To im-
plement section 110 as it now stands would
not only impede this traffic flow, it would con-
travene the United States-Canada Shared
Border Accord which was intended to facilitate
increased crossings of people and goods be-
tween our two countries.
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Moreover, it is important to recognize the

sense of borderless community that those liv-
ing on the United States and Canadian sides
of the border experience on a daily basis.
Friends, family, and business associates travel
easily, indeed seamlessly, across this invisible
border to shop, enjoy theater and restaurants,
athletic events, and other recreational opportu-
nities. And, during last year’s long struggle
over this issue, I learned that many of my
southern border colleagues represent districts
that have similar experiences and stories
about interrelated cross-border communities
that otherwise would be injured by section
110.

Mr. Speaker, I believe my bill comprehen-
sively addresses the problematic issues that
are found in section 110. It is critical that sec-
tion 110 as it currently stands be amended in
order to avoid unnecessary chaos at both the
northern and southern land borders and sea
ports and give INS the necessary time to im-
plement in an effective and affordable manner
the current automated system at all airports.
An automated entry-exit system elsewhere
must not be implemented without careful con-
sideration of the many issues involved. The
Border Improvement and Immigration Act of
1999 will provide us with the necessary time
and information for making a reasoned deci-
sion on whether to go forward with such a
system.
f

ON THE ‘‘ZZZZZ’S’’ TO ‘‘A’S’’ ACT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-

duce the ‘‘Zzzz’s to A’s Act’’ and to draw at-
tention to an important issue for high school
students across the United States.

Those of us who have teenagers know how
tough it is to get them out of bed early in the
morning. My 14-year-old and 17-year-old are
bright, eager students. But you would never
know it when they have to wake up at the
crack of dawn. They feel wiped out instead of
raring to go.

I knew there had to be an explanation, other
than laziness or rebellion. My answer came a
year ago, when I read about scientific findings
confirming that puberty changes the body’s
sleep cycle in such a way that makes it dif-
ficult—if not impossible—for most teens to fall
asleep before 10 p.m. and to awaken early in
the morning. Scientists also report that teens
need more sleep than they will ever need
again in life—at least 8 to 10 hours a night.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist—or a sleep
scientist, in this case—to put these two facts
together and realize that when high schools
start before 8 a.m., kids are in class when
they are sleepy. This sleep deprivation has
harmful effects on learning abilities. it can lead
to academic, behavioral, and psychological
problems. Sleep deprivation also puts teens at
risk for accidents and injuries, especially when
driving.

There’s a simple solution: adjust high school
hours to be in sync with teenagers’ body
clocks. As a mother I saw the need for
change, and, as a Member of Congress I
thought I could help. Today, I am reintroducing
legislation to put teens in school during their
most alert hours.

My bill, called the ‘‘Zzzzz’s to A’s Act’’,
could do more for improving education and re-
ducing teen crime than many other more ex-
pensive initiatives. It encourages school dis-
tricts to consider pushing back starting times—
not shortening the school day. My bill would
make it easier for districts to do so by pro-
viding a federal grant up to $25,000 to help
cover administrative and operating costs asso-
ciated with changing hours.

A number of school districts across the
country are looking at adjusting their hours,
and handful already have. The districts in Min-
nesota, Arizona, and Kentucky that now start
classes later have seen grades improve and
student aggression decline.

In addition to boosting academic perform-
ance, adjusting school hours helps mitigate
the problem of juvenile crime. It keeps teens
off the streets during the late afternoon hours
when they are most likely to commit or be the
victim of crime. FBI data shows that almost
half of all violent juvenile crime occurs be-
tween 2 p.m., and 8 p.m., when many adoles-
cents are without supervision.

My ‘‘Zzzzz’s to A’s’’ legislation has been en-
dorsed by the nation’s leading sleep research-
ers and by organizations from the National
Sleep Foundation to Kids Safe Education
Foundation and Rock the Vote.

Teens are paying a heavy price for following
the old adage ‘‘Early to bed, early to rise.’’ It’s
time for high schools to synchronize their
clocks with their students’ body clocks so the
teens can go from ‘‘Zzzzzz’s’’ to ‘‘A’s.’’
f

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NORTHSHORE SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, this year the
Northshore School districts celebrates its 40th
Anniversary. I am honored to commemorate
such a wonderful event.

The Northshore School District is respon-
sible for over 20,000 students in King and
Snohomish Counties, and is the eighth largest
school district in Washington State. It’s current
board members, Jean Fowler, Tim Barclay,
Sue Paro, Kirby Larson, and B.Z. Davis, de-
vote countless hours of selfless service to the
most valuable resource in this country—our
children. Through their involvement, board
members ensure that Northshore students
have the knowledge and skills to be success-
ful and productive citizens in the 21st Century.

Thank you, Northshore School District
Board, for your commitment to education and
congratulations, again, on your 40th Anniver-
sary.
f

COMMON SENSE APPROACH TO
SANCTIONS

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
pleased to join with so many of my colleagues
on a bipartisan basis in reintroducing legisla-

tion, the ‘‘Enhancement of Trade, Security,
and Human Rights through Sanctions Reform
Act,’’ intended to establish a common sense
procedural framework for consideration of fu-
ture U.S. unilateral sanctions.

Sanctions reform is necessary because the
proliferation of unilateral economic sanctions is
causing lasting damage to America’s reputa-
tion as a reliable supplier in the global market-
place. It is estimated that U.S. sanctions cost
$15 to $19 billion annually in lost U.S. exports
and over 200,000 high-wage U.S. jobs.

Moreover, experience has shown us that
unilateral sanctions don’t work. A wide variety
of leading U.S. foreign policy experts, think
tanks, and government studies have con-
cluded that unilateral sanctions are costly and
counter-productive, particularly in a global
economy, where technology, capital equip-
ment, financing, and farm commodities are
freely available from U.S. competitors.

Last year, the Glenn Amendment, which re-
quired the President to impose sanctions in re-
sponse to India and Pakistan’s nuclear tests,
showed the weakness of relying on unilateral
sanctions as an all-purpose foreign policy tool.
The threat of sanctions, which were U.S. law
prior to the testing, failed to deter India or
Pakistan from conducting their tests, but would
have cost the United States a major wheat
sale if Congress had not intervened last year
to grant the President waiver authority.

The legislation I am introducing today seeks
responsible reform of the decision making
process associated with U.S. unilateral sanc-
tions. The bill’s primary goal is to ensure that
Congress and the Administration have better
information for more informed decision-making
on sanctions bills and initiatives.

Before imposing a unilateral sanction, the
bill requires Congress and the President to re-
quest relevant information and address certain
common-sense questions. Among them are
the following. Is the proposed unilateral sanc-
tion likely to be effective? Is the sanction
aimed at a clearly-defined and realistic objec-
tive? What are the economic costs for Amer-
ican industry and agriculture? Will the sanction
undermine other U.S. security, foreign policy,
and humanitarian objectives, such as relations
with our key U.S. allies? Have potential alter-
natives, such as multilateral sanctions or diplo-
matic initiatives, been tried and failed?

My colleagues and I who are sponsoring
this legislation today intend to work quickly to
move the legislation through the legislative
process. Without the information that this bill
would provide us about future sanctions, we
risk taking action that is not in our interest and
has a very small chance of success. This bill
is about establishing effective procedures that
will lead to effective results in the way we re-
spond to behavior by nations with which we
have concerns. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation.
f

TRIBUTE TO BURLINGTON COUNTY
FIRST ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR
MICHAEL E. RILEY

HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on February 19,
1999, the County of Burlington in New Jersey
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lost a dedicated public servant. Someone who
has tirelessly fought for justice, the rights of
victims, and heightened the awareness of do-
mestic violence, Michael E. Riley will truly be
missed.

After 19 years of public service to Burlington
County, Mike Riley has stepped down as First
Assistant Prosecutor to enter private practice.
During his tenure, Mike became well known as
one of New Jersey’s most respected trial attor-
neys. Described as the most experienced
prosecutor in New Jersey, Mike successfully
prosecuted nine capital murder cases, never
losing a single homicide case, the most in
Burlington County history.

Outside of the courtroom, Mike was involved
with many important civic groups. Mike was
Co-Chair of the first Domestic Violence Work-
ing Group and was the first Director of the
Burlington County Narcotic Task Force. Addi-
tionally, Mike shared his experience and ex-
pertise with others. He served as an adjunct
professor at Widener Law School for 10 years
and has served on the faculty of Monmouth
College and Burlington County College.

Many accolades can be bestowed upon Mi-
chael E. Riley, but I think the most honored
one was summed up by a colleague when he
stated that Mike ‘‘can’t be replaced.’’ This truly
demonstrates the respect that Mike has
among his peers.

On behalf of the people of Burlington coun-
ty, I thank Michael E. Riley for his dedicated
service to the County of Burlington and wish
him well in his future endeavors.
f

A TRIBUTE TO JUDY KENNEDY

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring

to your attention the dedicated service of Judy
Kennedy who recently retired after 18 years of
service at the Juvenile Detention Center in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico.

Judy Kennedy was a teacher and Education
Director at the Juvenile Detention Center. Ms.
Kennedy’s career has many milestones includ-
ing American Correctional Association certifi-
cation, expansion of classrooms, additions for
special educations services, drug and alcohol
education just to name a few. She worked to
establish the Continuation School for kids who
cannot return to regular schools due to their
history of suspension or expulsion. Ms. Ken-
nedy recognized that these kids are part of
our community, and that we need to give them
a chance to be contributing members of our
community. She worked with kids that others
would consider ‘‘throwaways.’’

Ms. Kennedy touched the lives of many chil-
dren. It has been sighted in many articles
about at-risk kids, ‘‘one of the most important
factors in changing their lives is a caring
adult.’’ Judy Kennedy is that caring adult.
f

TRIBUTE TO ALFRED GINSBURG

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to pay tribute to Alfred ‘‘Al’’ Ginsburg on

his retirement from the Madera County Board
of Supervisors. Supervisor Ginsburg has
served the Board of Supervisors for 24 years.

Al Ginsburg is a native Californian born in
Tulare County. The Ginsburg family then
moved on to Chowchilla where Al attended
Chowchilla elementary schools and Chowchilla
High School. Al then graduated from Fresno
State College, now known as California State
University, Fresno, with a degree in business
administration. From 1948 to 1950 Al owned
and operated a family shoe store, but in 1950
he became a full time farmer, this was before
his interest in government brought him into the
political arena.

Al Ginsburg has served the people of
Madera County in many capacities, serving as
an elected leader and devoting his time to
community service. Al served as a member of
the Chowchilla city council for 16 years, sev-
eral times during the 16 years, he held the po-
sition of Mayor. He also served on the
Chowchilla High School Board for 10 years
and served as a member of the Madera Coun-
ty Civil Service Commission for 12 years. Al
was also a member of the Local Agency For-
mation Commission and the Local Transpor-
tation Commission and Authority.

During his time on the Madera County
Board of Supervisors, Al has taken on numer-
ous tasks. Al served as a member of the
County Supervisors Association of California,
CSAC, and presently serves as a member of
the Board of Directors. Al is a current member
of the CSAC Public Finance and Operations
Policy Committee. He has also been a mem-
ber of the Regional Council of Rural Counties
Board of Directors. A resident of Madera
County for 67 years, Al Ginsburg is in his sixth
term as a Member of the Board of Super-
visors.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Al
Ginsburg on the occasion of his retirement
from the Madera County Board of Supervisors.
Al Ginsburg leaves behind a proud legacy of
community service. I urge my colleagues to
join me in wishing Al Ginsburg many years of
continued success.
f

TRIBUTE TO BAY VIEW HIGH
SCHOOL DEBATE TEAM

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-
mense pride and pleasure that I rise to con-
gratulate the students, parents, teachers and
faculty who contributed to the championship
season recorded by the Bay View High School
(BVHS) debate team in the Wisconsin High
School Forensic Association’s (WHSFA) an-
nual State Debate Tournament held at UW-
Oshkosh on January 28th and 29th.

I applaud the efforts of affirmatives Kimberly
Malak and Robert Croston, and negatives
Benita Anderson and Corey Scott for their
wonderful individual and team accomplish-
ments.

Additionally, the affirmative team shares the
honor of an undefeated record with the affirm-
ative team from Cedarburg. Both finished with
7–0 records. Bay View’s winning score was 12
wins and two losses. Other Milwaukee Public
Schools (MPS) teams participating at the tour-

nament were Rufus King High School, which
placed 4th overall, and Juneau Business High
School.

The 1998–99 season for the Bay View High
School debate team was historic. The varsity
team won an invitational tournament held at
Sheboygan South High School for the first
time since 1995. The team also successfully
defended its 1997 City Championship First
Place Trophy on December 11, 1998. After
qualifying at the district debates for partici-
pating in the WHSFA State Tournament earlier
in January, the Bay View team was matched
against others from across the state in what
many consider the premier debate tournament
of the year.

The team has been coached by Mr. Ray
Lane since the 1995–96 season. Mr. Daemien
Morscher, a 1993 BVHS graduate, National
Merit Scholar, and former member of the de-
bate team, is serving as assistant coach.
Other members of the team include Daniel
Brandt, Kenneth Dunbeck, Steven Finch, Matt
Hickling, Leonard Wilson, Robert Woodliff, and
Winston Woods. Ben Silver also participated
in some tournaments.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to salute the tal-
ent and commitment of the Bay View High
School debate team on its outstanding sea-
son, which I bring before you in commenda-
tion.
f

SOCIAL SECURITY

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call your attention to an article printed in the
March edition of the Labor Party Press.

[From the Labor Party Press, Mar. 1999]
DON’T BLOW AWAY SOCIAL SECURITY

SOCIAL SECURITY BASICS

Under Social Security, workers contribute
a certain amount of their pay into the sys-
tem through their work life. They then earn
entitlement to family benefits when they re-
tire, become disabled, or die.

Social Security is funded through payroll
taxes (FICA, or Federal Insurance Contribu-
tion Act) on both the employee and em-
ployer. Currently each pays 6.2 percent on all
wages and salaries up to a maximum of
$68,400 in income. The payroll taxes we pay
today finance the benefits for today’s retir-
ees. From the money we contribute, the gov-
ernment writes Social Security checks and
mails them to beneficiaries.

Any extra money collected through payroll
taxes goes into a Social Security Trust
Fund. Until the 1990s, the Social Security
Trust Fund was relatively small. However, it
has ballooned in size in the post decade—and
in fact has helped create the much cele-
brated ‘‘balanced budget.’’

Some 44 million Americans receive bene-
fits from Social Security. Thirty million of
these are the elderly and their dependents, 6
million are the disabled and their depend-
ents, and 7 million are the survivors of de-
creased workers.

About 92 percent of people over 65 receive
Social Security benefits. Since 1935, when
the labor movement helped force passage of
Social Security, the program has dramati-
cally reduced poverty among the elderly and
disabled. Unfortunately, though, some people
who really need it—like farmworkers—still
aren’t entitled to Social Security.
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WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY

Social Security has dramatically cut pov-
erty among the elderly and disabled. While
about 12 percent of seniors currently live in
poverty, without Social Security, 42 percent
would be poor. About two-thirds of the elder-
ly rely on Social Security to provide over
half their retirement income. Social Secu-
rity is especially essential since the U.S.
does not require employers to provide pen-
sions.

Social Security is progressive. Those who
have been paid high salaries throughout
their lives will get a much smaller percent-
age of their salary replaced by Social Secu-
rity than those who have worked all their
lives in low-wage jobs. An average wage-
earner retiring in 1997 will get back about 44
percent of his or her earnings from Social
Security. A high wage-earner gets back
about 25 percent. And a low wage-earner gets
about 80 percent.

Social Security benefits just about every-
one. About 92 percent of people over 65 get
Social Security. It’s a program that work-
ing-class, middle-class, and poor people can
all get behind.

Social Security is efficient. Because it is
run entirely by the federal government, puts
all the money into one pool and invests it in
one place. Social Security only spends about
one percent of benefits on administration.

WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES DO BETTER

All seven major industrialized countries
(Japan, Canada, United Kingdom, U.S., Ger-
many, France, and Italy) have systems that
are, like ours, pay-as-you-go. Today’s work-
ers support today’s retirees.

Italy, Germany, and France spend 12–14
percent of their gross domestic product to
support retirees. The U.S. spends 6.9 percent.
Japan, Canada, and the UK pay slightly less
than us.

In the U.S., the average-earning worker
can expect to get 42–44 percent of his or her
income replaced on retirement. In Germany,
France, and Italy the rate is 50 percent.

In the U.S., Germany, and Japan, retire-
ment age is now 65. It’s lower in France,
Italy, and Canada. In the U.K., it’s 65 for men
and 60 for women. (The U.S. retirement age
is slated to go up to 67 for people born after
1960.)

All the industrialized countries have pro-
grams to cover the healthcare costs of retir-
ees, but American retirees have to pay more
out of their pockets than seniors in the other
six countries. Today, U.S. seniors pay a third
of their medical costs themselves.

WHAT WE SHOULD DO ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY

The Social Security system is quite sound,
and with only minor modifications, it should
stay that way. We don’t have to institute
privatization, raise the retirement age, cut
benefits, reformulate the cost-of-living
index, or increase the payroll tax on workers
to ‘‘save’’ Social Security.

One modest and relatively painless change
to Social Security would wipe out a big
chunk of the shortfall that some are pro-
jecting: Eliminate the payroll-tax earning
cap. Currently, the Social Security payroll
tax is not paid on wages in excess of $68,400.
Since the ranks of the very rich, have been
growing, this has resulted in something of a
drain on Social Security. In the early 1980s,
90 percent of all wages fell under the thresh-
old. Now it’s 87 percent, and it’s expected to
drop to 85 percent. Why not make it 100 per-
cent?

Says economist Dean Baker: ‘‘If you elimi-
nate the cap altogether, it would wipe out
about three-quarters of the projected Social
Security shortfall. The amount that will be
paid out in Social Security benefits won’t be
that much more than before, because it’s a

progressive pay-out structure. Someone who
earned a million or two in their lifetime
might only get an annual Social Security
payment of $50,000, say.’’

Another proposal the Labor Party has sug-
gested: raise the payroll tax on employers—
but not workers. Workers have seen a net
drain on their incomes for the past couple of
decades, and this would be one way to begin
to tip the balance in the other direction.

f

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO INCREASE PENALTIES FOR
FALSE REPORTING AND INAC-
CURATE ROYALTY PAYMENTS
ON FEDERAL OIL AND GAS
LEASES

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, American taxpayers are being sys-
tematically cheated out of hundreds of millions
of dollars by oil companies that do not pay the
correct amount of royalties on the oil and gas
they produce from public lands.

We can see evidence of this fraudulent be-
havior in several Congressional investigations,
the Department of Justice litigation and a Clin-
ton Administration Interagency Task Force re-
port. Additionally, the Justice Department in-
tervened in 8 of 19 qui tam cases filed by pri-
vate individuals alleging hundreds of millions
of dollars underpaid to the federal govern-
ment. One company (Mobil) has settled with
the federal government for $45 million. In ad-
dition, States (including Alaska, California, Ala-
bama, Louisiana and Texas) have brought
similar lawsuits that have been settled for al-
most $3 billion. The Interior Department is col-
lecting more than $275 million on underpay-
ments.

To correct the underlying problem, the De-
partment of the Interior has tried—unsuccess-
fully—for the past three years to revise its
rules to make it more difficult for oil producers
to avoid paying accurate royalties. The pro-
posed regulations would clarify long standing
legal requirements requiring the industry’s re-
sponsibility to pay the cost of marketing the
public’s oil and gas. But some oil producers
have been systematically deducting those
costs from the amounts they owe taxpayers.
Under the new rules, these producers would
be required to pay the correct amount—based
on real-market sales—to the American people
who own the oil and gas.

Instead of supporting this necessary correc-
tive action, however, Congress has enacted
legislative riders preventing the implementa-
tion of the new rules at a cost of more than
$60 million a year, most of which would go to
fund public education. The Senate is poised to
extend this travesty on the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations bill, and the House is
expected to go along in Conference Com-
mittee. Taxpayers should be distressed that
Congress would rather side with industry rath-
er than assure fair market value on the
public’s natural resources.

This larceny has gone on too long. It is time
for the Congress to consider legislation that
will assure prompt and accurate payment of
royalties instead of providing cover to that por-
tion of the industry that wants to shortchange
taxpayers on their resources we all own.

That is why I am introducing legislation
today that will impose a penalty of treble dam-
ages on any producer who chronically under-
values royalty payments. If industry will not
pay the correct amount voluntarily and fights
efforts to issue legitimate rules to safeguard
the public, then industry must know that abus-
ers, when caught, will be punished.

For those in the industry who abide by the
rules and pay the correct amount, this legisla-
tion has no effect. But on those who deceive
and delay, this legislation will mean serious
punishment.

This bill will require under payors to pay
three times the amount they should have paid
plus a $25,000 civil penalty for each violation.
In addition, lessees found guilty of chronic re-
peated failure to pay correctly would be sub-
ject to an additional civil penalty three times
the amount owed for a single violation. Finally,
the bill would require the federal government
to share such sums collected under the pen-
alty provisions with the State in which the vio-
lation occurred, as happens with royalty pay-
ments overall.

This bill will not affect responsible compa-
nies in the oil and gas sector. Nevertheless,
we must draw a bright line for companies that
deliberately and repeatedly withhold revenues
to the taxpaying public. Unfortunately, there is
a history of underpayments in this field that re-
quires a strong legislative response. I would
hope the Congress ends its practice of ignor-
ing these underpayments and instead takes
actions on this legislation to assure that tax-
payers receive the royalties they are due.
f

TRIBUTE TO BRIDGET MEYER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Bridget Meyer, an extraordinary high
school student who is being honored as a
Young Woman of Excellence by the San
Mateo County Women’s Hall of Fame.

Bridget Meyer has been described by her
teacher as someone who always gives one
hundred percent and puts the feelings and
concerns of others first. Bridget is a special
young woman who, through difficulties with
her family and finances, has worked every day
after school to pay her rent. This alone is re-
markable. However, when one considers that
she’s been doing this while maintaining a 4.0
grade point average and serving as Senior
Class Vice President, the achievements of her
young life are all the more amazing.

Bridget is a young woman who leads by ex-
ample. Whether she is volunteering at Habitat
for Humanity, Safe Rides or AIDS Awareness,
Bridget is constantly giving of herself to make
our community better.

Mr. Speaker, Bridget Meyer is an out-
standing young woman who serves as a role
model to her classmates, her family and her
community. To those who say we live in a
time when we lack heroes, they haven’t met
Bridget Meyers. I salute Bridget for her re-
markable contributions and commitment to her
community. I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring her on being named a Young
Woman of Excellence by the San Mateo
County Women’s Hall of Fame.
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KNOW YOUR CUSTOMER

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
applaud the efforts of citizens in my district
and across the country. Thanks to their
unending efforts, the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FDIC) recently retracted
their proposed ‘‘Know Your Customer’’ rule.
This proposal would have required banks to
monitor their customers and snoop out infor-
mation for federal government files.

According to the FDIC, the intent of the
‘‘Know Your Customer;’’ rule was to ensure
that banks and savings institutions have poli-
cies and procedures for screening transactions
tied to criminal activities, such as money laun-
dering or drug trafficking. In reality, this legis-
lation would have created an Orwellian system
of government. Our constituents recognized
this and voiced their strong opposition to it.

We should not forget that Americans have
the right to expect privacy protections. The
fact is, under the ‘‘Know Your Customer’’ rule,
banks would have been required to track
money sources and report all ‘‘out-of-the-
oridinary’’ transactions to the federal govern-
ment. In other words, this would have allowed
the banks and our government the right to
snoop in our personal information. That is
wrong! Good business practices should al-
ready allow banks to know their customers.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank American
citizens for strengthening our democratic sys-
tem of government by loudly voicing their op-
position to this rule. ‘‘Know Your Customer’’
would have been a clear invasion of privacy of
all citizens and I am pleased it has been re-
tracted.
f

JOHN LEE SULLIVAN MAKES HIS
MARK ON THE WORLD

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Caroline and Richard Sullivan
of Charlotte, North Carolina. On March 7,
1999 at Presbyterian Hospital in Charlotte,
they welcomed into the world their first child,
John Lee Sullivan. There is nothing more won-
derful and joyous than watching a child grow
and I known that they will treasure every new
day with their son. Faye joins me in wishing
the Sullivans great happiness during this very
special time of their lives.
f

CONSUMER CREDIT REPORT ACCU-
RACY AND PRIVACY ACT OF 1999

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join eleven of my colleagues in in-
troducing the Consumer Credit Report Accu-
racy and Privacy Act of 1999. My bill gives

every American the right to examine and cor-
rect their credit reports free of charge.

The credit reporting industry affects the lives
of virtually every working American. Informa-
tion used in a credit report can affect the abil-
ity to obtain a job, credit card, insurance pol-
icy, or even a place to live. For this reason, it
is imperative that the credit industry maintain
accurate records on American consumers.

In spite of the fact that the reporting of false
delinquencies, errors in personal demographic
information, and missing credit accounts all
have the potential to result in the denial of
credit, only six states (Colorado, Georgia,
Massachusetts, Maryland, New Jersey and
Vermont) offer consumers free credit reports
on request. For the rest of the nation, most
consumers cannot obtain a free credit report
until after they have already been denied cred-
it or suspect they are a victim of fraud.

The fact that the three largest credit bu-
reaus have 450 million files on individual con-
sumers and process over 2 billion pieces of
data every month presents a daunting chal-
lenge to maintain the most accurate records
possible. Given these figures, the chance of
acquiring inaccurate information is highly like-
ly. In fact, some studies have shown that up
to one third of credit reports could contain se-
rious mistakes.

It is important to note that the credit report-
ing industry gathers its information without the
direct consent of American consumers, and in
turn, uses this information for its own profit
through the sales of reports to credit grantors,
employers, insurance companies, and land-
lords. Consumers should have the right to
know what is being said about them, espe-
cially if the information will affect their overall
credit standing.

My bill will also help to address the growing
problem of identify theft. Increasingly, crimi-
nals are able to obtain personal credit reports
and assume a consumer’s credit identity. In
the process, they are able to run up huge
debts while ruining the unsuspecting victim’s
credit records. We could minimize this prob-
lem if consumers more regularly audited their
own credit reports to find out who else has
been looking at them.

This bill has the endorsement of the nation’s
key consumer advocacy organizations, includ-
ing U.S. Public Interest Research Group, Con-
sumer Action, Community Reinvestment Com-
mittee, Consumer Federation of America, As-
sociation of Community Organizations for Re-
form Now, and the National Community Rein-
vestment Coalition.

In closing, the Consumer Credit Report Ac-
curacy and Privacy Act encourages con-
sumers to be pro-active in reviewing and pro-
tecting their personal credit history from pos-
sible mistakes and fraud. My bill simply gives
consumers the right to know what credit bu-
reaus are saying about them without having to
pay a fee for the privilege.
f

SIKHS WILL CELEBRATE 300TH AN-
NIVERSARY—AMERICA SHOULD
SUPPORT SIKH FREEDOM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, this April marks

a very significant occasion, the 300th anniver-

sary of the Sikh Nation. The occasion will be
celebrated with a big march in Washington,
with prayers, and in many other ways. Let us
join with the Sikhs on this auspicious occasion
and pray that they will soon enjoy the same
freedom in their homeland, Punjab, Khalistan,
that we enjoy here in America.

I would like to congratulate the Sikh Nation
on this major milestone, which was brought to
my attention by Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh,
President of the Council of Khalistan. Many of
us have been made aware of the brutal op-
pression of the Sikhs by the Indian govern-
ment due to Dr. Aulakh’s tireless efforts. I am
pleased to note that Dr. Aulakh’s office is or-
ganizing the march.

There are half of a million Sikhs in the
United States. They have added to the rich-
ness of American life in many aspects of life
and work. They have been productive, proud,
law-abiding Americans. The Sikhs came to
this country to enjoy the freedom that has
made America the great country that it is. On
this very special occasion for he Sikh Nation,
let us honor those fine Americans by taking
steps to help their Sikh brothers and sisters in
Punjab, Khalistan enjoy the same freedom.
That is the best way to prevent another Bos-
nia or Kosovo in South Asia.

Make no mistake, Mr. Speaker, there is no
freedom for Sikhs, Christians, Muslims, Dalits,
or other minorities in India today. The Indian
government continues to practice a brutal op-
pression that has taken tens of thousands of
Sikh, Christian, Muslim, and other human
lives. Yet this brutal country continues to be
among the top five recipients of U.S. aid.

Why are we using tax dollars to support this
repressive government? Even with our budget
surplus, this is a bad use of taxpayers’ money.
We should cut off this aid and declare our
support for self-determination in the Indian
subcontinent. The Sikhs of Khalistan, the Mus-
lims of Kashmir, the Christians of Nagaland,
and others seek only to decide their futures in
the democratic way, by voting. As the beacon
of freedom in the world, it is our moral duty to
support this struggle for freedom. Let us take
the occasion of the Sikh Nation’s 300th anni-
versary to commit ourselves to full support for
freedom for all people, starting with these few
simple measures.
f

TRIBUTE TO BESSIE BAUGHN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Bessie Baughn, an exceptional citizen
of San Mateo County, California, who will be
inducted into the San Mateo County Women’s
Hall of Fame on Friday, March 26, 1999.

Bessie Baughn’s motto is: ‘‘If there’s a
need, I fill it.’’ This explains the amazing list of
boards and organizations which Bessie cur-
rently is an integral part of. She has been
named the Volunteer of the Year twice, the
Woman of Distinction, and the Woman of the
Year.

Several of Bessie Baughn’s achievements
include founding the San Bruno Volunteer
Services and Operation Video which provides
videos to the residents of nursing homes. Bes-
sie not only puts in time and energy, but also
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her own resources to help start and sustain
these important programs and services. Bes-
sie Baughn not only practices volunteerism,
she preaches it as well. She writes a weekly
column in the Independent where she encour-
ages community work and volunteerism.

Mr. Speaker, Bessie Baughn is an out-
standing woman and I salute her for her re-
markable contributions and commitment to our
community. I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring her on being inducted into the San
Mateo County Women’s Hall of Fame.
f

INTRODUCING THE FAIR PAY ACT
OF 1999

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Senator TOM
HARKIN and I are introducing the Fair Pay Act
of 1999, a bill that would require employers to
pay equal wages to women and men per-
forming comparable jobs in an effort to rem-
edy the pay inequities that women continue to
endure. We introduce this bill simultaneously
in both Houses as an indication of the pre-
eminent importance many American families
attach to equal pay today.

At 76 percent of a men’s wage, women’s
wages and the wage gap remain totally unac-
ceptable. The continuing disparity is especially
untenable considering that a significant part of
the narrowing of the gap since 1963 is be-
cause of a decline in men’s wages over the
decades. The Equal Pay Act (EPA) was
passed in 1963, and by focusing on pay dis-
parities where men and women were doing
the same (or similar) jobs, has helped narrow
the wage gap between men and women. The
Fair Pay Act takes the Equal Pay Act an im-
portant step further and seeks to confront the
pay disparity problem of the 1990’s the way
the EPA confronted the equal pay problem in
the 1960’s.

Why has equal pay, once considered a
women’s issue, gone to the top of the polls for
American families today? American families
are becoming deeply dependent on women’s
wages today. Even in two-parent families,
66% of the women work, and the number of
female-headed households has more than
doubled since 1970.

Although most American families today must
rely heavily on women’s wages, women con-
tinue to earn less than their male counterparts
with comparable qualifications and duties.
Women complete more schooling than men
but still have not caught up with men in earn-
ings. Much of what progress has been made
can be traced to the earnings of a small group
of professional or highly skilled women. The
average woman—the woman who works in a
historically underpaid traditionally female occu-
pation—has seen little progress. Over her life-
time, a woman loses over $420,000 because
of pay inequity, and collectively, women and
their families lose more than $100 billion in
wages each year because of wage discrimina-
tion.

The FPA recognizes that if men and women
are doing comparable work, they should be
paid a comparable wage. If a woman is an
emergency services operator, a female-domi-
nated profession, for example, she should be

paid no less than a fire dispatcher, a male-
dominated profession, simply because each of
these jobs has been dominated by one sex. If
a woman is a social worker, a traditionally fe-
male occupation, she should earn no less than
a probation officer, a traditionally male job,
simply because of the gender associated with
each of these jobs.

The FPA, like the EPA, will not tamper with
the market system. As with the EPA, the bur-
den will be on the plaintiff to prove discrimina-
tion. She must show that the reason for the
disparity is sex or race discrimination, not le-
gitimate market factors.

As women’s employment has become an in-
creasingly significant factor in the real dollar
income of American families, fair pay between
the sexes has escalated in importance. There
are remaining Equal Pay Act problems in our
society, but the greatest barrier to pay fairness
for women and their families today is a line
drawn in the workplace between men and
women doing work of comparable value. I ask
for your support of the Fair Pay Act to pay
women what they are worth so that their fami-
lies may get what they need and deserve.
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. FAY MARTIN
JOHNSTON

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to pay tribute to a remarkable lady, Mrs. Fay
Martin Johnston. Mrs. Johnston was one of
my constituents from Forest, Mississippi. She
passed away on February 27, 1999.

Mrs. Johnston was born in Edwards, Mis-
sissippi and was a resident of Forest since
1941. Mrs. Johnston was the wife of the late
Eric E. Johnston, Jr. He was the former editor
and publisher of the Scott County Times
newspaper, Mayor of Forest, and noted author
of books related to Mississippi politics.

During World War II, Mrs. Johnston as-
sumed publication of the Scott County Times
newspaper when her husband was called into
the Army. She literally ‘‘did it all’’—writing, ed-
iting, and operating the printing press in order
to get the paper published. Mrs. Johnston was
a charter member of the Scott County Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution
and was actively involved in the Forest Pres-
byterian Church.

Mrs. Johnston’s pride and joy was her fam-
ily that included daughters Carol (Mrs. Bob
Lindley), and Lynn (Mrs. Ben Catalina) and
their families, her son Erle ‘‘Bubby’’ Johnston
III, and his wife.

Mr. Sid Salter, current editor and publisher
of the Scott County Times said, ‘‘Fay Johnston
was a great lady and matriarch of a great
newspaper family in Mississippi. She and Erle
dedicated their lives to this community and
were good stewards of the newspaper. In re-
turn they had the respect of the community
and many, many friends here. The Johnston
family has left a great mark on this city and
county.’’

The legacy Mrs. Johnston leaves behind
may best be described as love of God, love of
family, love of Mississippi and country, and
certainly love of Scott County and the town of
Forest. I wish to extend my sympathy to her

family, while at the same time, express my ap-
preciation for her life of service.

f

SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVER-
SITY’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY: A
CENTURY OF OPPORTUNITY

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
invite my colleague to join me in celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the founding of San
Francisco State University. The university was
established on March 22, 1899. For three dec-
ades I had the privilege of serving as a pro-
fessor of economics at this august educational
institution, possibly the most ethnically diverse
university in America. Then, as now, it had a
commitment to provide a first-rate education to
those who could not easily achieve one else-
where—first and second generation immi-
grants and the working class.

My colleagues on the faculty of San Fran-
cisco State University are outstanding. They
have received innumerable honors and
awards over the years, including the Pulitzer
Prize and the prestigious MacArthur ‘‘genius’’
grant. The all-round excellence of the faculty
has created a curriculum renowned for its di-
versity. The creative writing, poetry, per-
forming arts, film, and journalism departments
are all nationally acclaimed. The masters pro-
gram in biology was ranked first in the nation
by the National Science Foundation for grad-
uates who went on to earn doctorates. In the
astronomy department, Professor Goeff Marcy
and Paul Butler discovered two planets orbit-
ing stars beyond our solar system in 1996,
and they have discovered 10 more planets
since then.

Though the faculty’s academic strengths
and excellent research are obvious, at San
Francisco State teaching comes first. This
school, which began as a teacher’s college,
retains its dedication to educating its students.
Academic appointments are competitive, and
as a result San Francisco State has been able
to hire the best. Professors are hired for their
teaching ability and dedication, generally car-
rying a course load of four classes.

Assigning teaching the number one priority
has paid off in the classroom. Robert
Corrigan, the excellent president of San Fran-
cisco State, says of the student experience:
‘‘Students get a better education here. They
are in a classroom with someone with a doc-
toral degree and 20 years of teaching experi-
ence, and there might be only 25 students in
the class.’’

During its century of service to the Bay
Area, San Francisco State University has
awarded 185,020 degrees. Its students have
gone on to successful careers in every con-
ceivable field, and even our current Mayor of
San Francisco is a former student of the uni-
versity. Graduates and faculty of San Fran-
cisco State have also served with us here in
the Congress.

For the past hundred years San Francisco
State University has educated and enriched
the Bay area, the state of California, and our
nation. I am honored to have contributed to
this outstanding educational institution, Mr.
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Speaker, and I am delighted on this auspi-
cious anniversary to pay tribute to its tradition
of diversity and excellence. San Francisco
State is truly American in the best possible
sense of the word—it provides the opportunity
for anyone to excel. As an educator, as a
member of the San Francisco State commu-
nity, and as a Californian, I congratulate San
Francisco State University on its first century.
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. FATEMEH
AZODANLOO

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to my colleagues attention the attached
remarks on the condolences to the Rajavi and
Azodanloo families, particularly to Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, Iran’s President-elect, at their
loss.

With great regret, I learned of the death of
Mrs. Fatemeh Azodanloo at the age of 75. I
offer my condolences to the Rajavi and
Azodanloo families, particularly to Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, Iran’s President-elect, at
their loss. For the past 25 years, Mrs.
Azodanloo was a comrade in arms in her
daughter’s struggle for human rights and de-
mocracy.

During both the shah and Khomeini eras,
Mrs. Azodanloo was a firm supporter of the
Resistance to establish democracy and
human rights in Iran. She and her family
were subjected to constant abuse by the
shah’s officers and the theocratic mullahs. In
the early 70s, her son Mahmood was arrested
for cooperating with the Mojahedin by
Savak—the vicious secrete police of the
shah. Until the overthrow of the shah, she
was harassed and her house raided by Savak
and its notorious officers on many occasions.

She came to know other Mojahedin family
members during her visits to Mahmoud in
the shah’s prisons. Along with them, she
began to expose the violation of human
rights by the shah and to raise money for the
families of political prisoners. During this
period, her daughter Nargess, was arrested
and later on executed by Savak. In the early
1970s, her daughter Maryam along with her
other children made contact with the
Mojahedin and began working for their
democratic, humanitarian goals and ideals.
During this period Mrs. Azodanloo helped her
daughter Maryam, who had become a leader
of the anti-shah student movement and a
women’s rights activist.

After the downfall of the shah in February
1979, the Azodanloo family home became
known in Tehran as a center for exposing
Khomeini’s religious dictatorship. Mrs.
Azodanloo expanded her efforts to spread the
Mojahedin’s ideas in defense of human rights
and democracy. She took every opportunity
to expose Khomeini and his despotism under
the name of Islam. She was also active dur-
ing her daughter Maryam’s candidacy in the
first parliamentary elections, in which she
received 250,000 votes despite rampant rig-
ging.

On June 20, 1981, in response to the
Mojahedin’s call, half a million people dem-
onstrated in Tehran. The protest against vio-
lations of democratic rights was turned into
a blood bath on Khomeini’s order. From that
night, the massacre of members and sup-
porters of the democratic forces, particu-
larly the Mojahedin, began. It was absolutely
clear that the era of political activity had

ended, and resistance was the only option.
From then on, Mrs. Azodanloo, despite near-
ly 60, embraced an underground life. Despite
the repressive atmosphere in Tehran, she
lived in the Resistance’s bases, obtaining
necessary supplies and drawing up security
plans.

At this time, her youngest daughter,
Massoumeh, was wounded in an armed at-
tack by Revolutionary Guards, who am-
bushed her house in order to arrest her and
her husband. She was pregnant when ar-
rested. She was brutally tortured, and at the
age of 23 in September 1982, died under tor-
ture. Her husband, Massoud Izadkhah, was
executed.

Despite her sorrow, Mrs. Azodanloo never
gave up, and persisted in her resistance, en-
couraging the Mojahedin in their struggle.
She remained among the movement’s
staunchest supporters, throughout the most
difficult of times.

Mrs. Fatemeh Azodanloo escaped from Iran
in 1985. She remained active on behalf of the
Resistance outside Iran, and always held
dear the resistance forces inside Iran and in
the National Liberation Army on the Iran-
Iraq border. At her request, a few months
prior to her death, she left Paris for one of
the NLA’s bases on the Iran-Iraq border,
where she died in the company of her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

f

TRIBUTE TO MARION JOSEPH

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Marion Joseph, an extraordinary citizen
of San Mateo County, California, who will be
inducted into the San Mateo County Women’s
Hall of Fame on Friday, March 26, 1999.

Marion Joseph has devoted more than 38
years as a volunteer and a professional to im-
prove the lives of California’s youth. Marion
has focused specifically on disadvantaged and
special education students. In the early 1960’s
she designed and implemented a program that
served more than 700 children a week and in-
volved over 300 tutors in centers throughout
the poorest sections of Sacramento.

During the 1970’s she served on the Senior
Executive Staff of the State Department of
Education where she was a key architect of
the California Master Plan for Education. Mar-
ion was critical to the School Improvement
Plan, a plan which helped parents become
more active in their child’s education.

Marion is currently serving her second term
on the State Board of Education and is affec-
tionately called the ‘‘Paul Revere of Reading.’’
Marion Joseph came out of retirement to find
a solution to the problem of failing reading
scores in California and the result of her ex-
traordinary work was The Reading Lions
Project.

Mr. Speaker, Marion Joseph is an out-
standing woman. I salute her for her remark-
able contributions and commitment to our
community and I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring her on being inducted into the San
Mateo County Women’s Hall of Fame.

HONORING THE INDIANA
NATIONAL GUARD

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, the

recent visit of French President Jacques
Chirac to the Nation’s Capital included the
presentation of the Legion of Honor, an award
created by Napolean Bonaparte, to three vet-
erans of the First World War. This serves to
remind us that eighty years ago, in the Spring
of 1919, thousands of ‘‘doughboys’’ of the
American Expeditionary Forces in France
were returning to the United States following
the first major appearance of U.S. military
forces on the stage of world affairs.

A weather-beaten newspaper clipping hails
the arrival in New York CIty Harbor of a Navy
transport ship, the Leviathan, carrying the
150th Field Artillery Regiment. (‘‘Indiana Boys
of Rainbow Welcomed Home,’’ New York
Times, April 23, 1919). They came back to
U.S. soil after engaging in combat operations
and then occupation duty with the famed 42d
(Rainbow) Division. The Hoosier gunners,
members of the old 1st Indiana Field Artillery,
Indiana National Guard, landed in New York
after having served in five major campaigns in
France. These Hoosiers were among the first
to arrive and among the last to leave before
the occupation of postwar Germany became
the responsibility of the Regular Army.

Today, more than 14,000 dedicated men
and women are currently serving in units of
the Indiana Army National Guard and Air Na-
tional Guard. They continue the tradition of pa-
triotism and selfless service of World War I’s
‘‘Rainbow Hoosiers.’’ They hold down full-time
civilian employment; they maintain families;
they are active in community life—and they
devote whatever time is mandated to fulfill
Federal standards in order to maintain the
military skills that have a distinct impact on our
National security. Their trained capabilities
have helped make it possible for the United
States to sustain its awesome global respon-
sibilities. However, we cannot forget that the
National Guard is also a community enter-
prise. The chances are excellent that almost
any Hoosier has some relative or knows
someone who is serving, or who has served,
in the Indiana National Guard. More than
70,000 Hoosiers are National Guard gamily
members.

The Indiana National Guard has a rock solid
foundation. During the realignment and read-
justment of military forces in the post-Cold
War era, we have witnessed the high regard
which the Indiana National Guard enjoys in
the missions it has been called upon to per-
form, and the special tasks which it has as-
sumed, as a consequence of increased reli-
ance on National Guard and Reserve forces
by the Department of Defense.

As examples, Mr. Speaker, let me share just
some of the things the Indiana Natonal Guard
is doing: Both the Army and Air Guard units
have been designated to receive advanced
readiness training in order to be prepared for
possible deployment at the leading edge of
U.S. commitments throughout the world. Along
with stepped-up homeland defense, and anti-
terrorism and anti-drug missions, these are as-
signments which require serious and dedi-
cated training. The Indiana Guard is involved
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in ongoing assistance missions, and over the
last twelve months Hoosier Guard soldiers and
airmen have lent a helping hand in Haiti, Hun-
gary, Kuwait, Slovakia, and South Korea. The
extraordinary range of military service being
performed by the men and women of the Indi-
ana National Guard is strong testimony to the
reliance that is placed on them.

We should never forget that while the Indi-
ana National Guard is responsive to its Fed-
eral mission, it also stands ready to respond
to the call of our Governor for service in sup-
port and protection of the citizens of Indiana.
The Indiana Guard was also in the forefront of
the special National Guard task force orga-
nized to help provide security for the Atlanta
Olympic Games in 1996.

The fighting men and women, the soldiers
and airmen of today’s Indiana National Guard,
are worthy of those who, 80 years ago, proud-
ly returned carrying the honors earned on Eu-
ropean battlefields. As President Chirac re-
minds us by his public commendations, we
should take time to remember and honor the
soldiers of that era. Equally, we should pause
as we approach the new millennium, to recog-
nize today’s successors to those ‘‘Hoosier
Gunners’’ who served so bravely and honor-
ably on the battlefields of France at the begin-
ning of this century.
f

EXPOSING RACISM

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and
expose racism in America, I submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

[From the Virginian-Pilot]
CONFEDERATE GROUP BATTLES FOR ITS FLAG

(By Linda McNatt)
In May 1997, two members of the Sons of

Confederate Veterans confronted Ku Klux
Klansmen in front of the Pensacola, Fla., ju-
dicial building.

Sworn to conduct themselves as Southern
gentlemen, the SCV members asked the
hooded Klansmen to put down what they be-
lieve is their Confederate battle flag.

‘‘There were 20 of them, maybe,’’ said Rob-
ert A. Young, who belongs to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans. ‘‘This group of fellas
came over from Louisiana. They were
dressed up like ghosts. We didn’t want the
connection, and we told ’em so.’’

The peaceful confrontation made national
news. The Klansmen didn’t back down, but
the SCV had made its point.

It wasn’t the first time that the Sons of
Confederate Veterans have defended the
bright red flag with its blue cross and white
stars.

And it’s not likely to be the last. The flag,
the SCV says, symbolizes the bravery of
their ancestors who followed it through the
smoke of battle.

But the same flag has been used by the
Klan and other hate groups. For some Afri-
can Americans, the Confederate flag rep-
resents terrorism, prejudice and hate.

That’s why the Virginia General Assembly
two weeks ago said ‘‘no flag’’ when it voted
to allow the group, which has 6,000 Virginia
members, to have a special state license
plate.

The Sons of Confederate Veterans aren’t
happy. Members have said they might try to
re-introduce the flag image. Bills have been
changed before, they say, although they
won’t say how they plan to do it.

Or—if the Senate fails to consider any-
thing but the blank plate with the name of
the organization on it—the SCV may take
the issue to court.

They’re ready for a gentlemanly battle,
they say. The Sons of Confederate Veterans
was organized in 1896 as an offshoot of the
United Confederate Veterans. Today, the
mission of the group is to ‘‘preserve the his-
tory and the legacy’’ of the ‘‘citizen sol-
diers’’ who fought for the Confederacy in the
War Between the States, from 1861 to 1865.

Proof of kinship to a Confederate soldier is
required. The SCV allows blacks to join; in
fact, they say, race has never been a ques-
tion on their membership application. And
they do claim black members, although no
one at the national headquarters—an ante-
bellum mansion in Columbia, Tenn.—can say
how many of their 27,000 members worldwide
are black.

Neither can Patrick J. Griffin III, SCV na-
tional commander and chief, of Darnestown,
Md.

‘‘We do not have a block on our application
that asks for race,’’ Griffin said. ‘‘I’ve never
seen anything in this organization that ques-
tions race or religion. You either have an
honorable Confederate ancestor or you
don’t.’’

The SCV, with 700 camps in 36 states, Eu-
rope and South America, accepts members as
young as 12.

‘‘We’re trying to preserve an accurate view
of Southern American history, to make sure
the names of our ancestors are not sullied,’’
Griffin said.

The group dedicates itself to preservation,
to marking confederate soldiers’ graves, to
historical re-enactments. It holds regular
meetings to discuss the military and polit-
ical history of the Civil War. It publishes a
bimonthly magazine, and it hands out two
scholarships and a medical research grant
each year.

Executive director Maitland Westbrook III
said that the SCV is not ‘‘statistically ori-
ented,’’ so he can’t say how many African
Americans have benefited from SCV scholar-
ships.

The organization has five full-time em-
ployees at national headquarters. None of
them, currently, are black, Westbrook said,
although the SCV has employed blacks in
the past.

The SCV also spends a lot of time defend-
ing its heritage—including its symbol—the
Confederate battle flag.

Collin Pulley Jr. of Courtland is national
chief of heritage defense. In the last several
months, he’s complained about ‘‘anti-South-
ern’’ TV shows and objected to a rap CD that
depicts a burning Confederate flag on its
cover.

Since Wal-Mart quit carrying the flags
after some customers complained, he’s led a
SCV campaign—unsuccessful so far—to per-
suade the discount chain to re-stock small
Confederate flags his group uses on graves.

‘‘It has been our position for the last two
years not to carry the Confederate flag be-
cause, here at Wal-Mart, we do not stand for
what that flag represents,’’ said Marvin
Deshommes, a buyer at the Bentonville,
Ark., headquarters.

What the flag represents, the SVC says, is
heritage, not hate. And the group is deter-
mined to reclaim its glory.

It succeeded in Maryland and, more re-
cently, in North Carolina. Both states, and
several others, allow SCV members to dis-
play the flag on license plates.

A federal judge ruled in Maryland in Feb-
ruary 1997 that ‘‘The Confederate battle flag
on special Maryland license plates is pro-
tected by the First Amendment and cannot
be banned.’’

The SCV got a similar ruling in North
Carolina last December. There, the protest
was less about the flag and more about
whether the organization was actually a
‘‘civic group.’’ The SCV took it to court and
won.

In Virginia, said Brag Bowling of Rich-
mond, legislative liaison for the SCV, ‘‘We’re
exploring all options. We’re deeply dis-
appointed they took the flag off the license
plate. We got nailed in the House. We want
to see how it goes in the Senate.’’

It was likely the impassioned plea of Del.
Jerrauld C. Jones, D-Norfolk, that swayed
the House. Jones said the flag, often con-
nected with hate and terrorism by many Af-
rican Americans, had reminded him through-
out his life of fear, anger and claims of racial
supremacy.

The special license plate legislation
passed, but without the flag. SCV members
vow they have never used the flag for such
purposes as Jones claimed.

But the flag is sometimes used as a symbol
of ‘‘oppression, violence and brutality,’’ said
Janis V. Sanchez, professor of psychology at
Old Dominion University.

‘‘The argument is that the flag was appro-
priated by the KKK,’’ Sanchez said. ‘‘But
that doesn’t change the fact that it is associ-
ated with the Klan and with slavery. The
Civil War was about slavery, and that’s what
the Confederate flag stands for. It has been
used by many people to send a signal to Afri-
can Americans.

‘‘I know the Sons of Confederate Veterans
are saying that it represents their heritage,
but they cannot separate the meanings.’’

The SCV claims that the Civil War wasn’t
about slavery; rather, it was about states’
rights. More than 95 percent of the soldiers
who fought for the South weren’t even slave
owners, they maintain.

More like 85 percent, said Dr. Harold D.
Wilson, an ODU history professor.

At the time of the Civil War, there were 9
million people in the Southern states, Wilson
said; 4 million of those were slaves. Of the re-
maining 5 million, 330,000—mostly white
males—were slave owners. Wilson said he be-
lieves about 85 percent of the soldiers didn’t
own slaves.

Some blacks, he pointed out, did serve
with the South. ‘‘In the North, blacks par-
ticipated fully in the war; in the South, they
were mostly servants or laborers,’’ Wilson
said. ‘‘There were great debates over whether
blacks should fight for the Confederacy, and
they were conducted mostly in a very pri-
vate, sensitive manner.’’

What caused the Civil War? ‘‘In the upper
Southern states, it probably was states’
rights,’’ Wilson said. ‘‘In the lower South,
with its large plantations, it was more about
slavery.

‘‘What in the world does the battle flag
represent? It was the military flag of the
Confederacy. It represented the might of the
Confederate government. To that part of the
Confederacy where there were few slave own-
ers, it may have represented something en-
tirely different.’’

And that part of the Confederacy may well
represent Virginia, Wilson admitted. The
Confederate battle flag was first used by the
Army of Northern Virginia, where there were
few large slave owners compared to the deep
South.

Should the Sons of Confederate Veterans
be allowed to use the flag on its license
plate?

The group has an ally it likely doesn’t
even know about. The Rev. Jeff Berry, na-
tional imperial wizard of the Ku Klux Klan,
said he believes it is their right.
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Like the SCV, the Klan uses the flag to

represent ‘‘heritage, not hate,’’ said Berry,
whose group was started by Confederate Gen.
Nathan Bedford Forrest.

Unlike the SCV, non-whites are not al-
lowed in the Klan. The two groups have no
connection, Berry said. But the Klan, which
says it believes first in the U.S. Constitu-
tion, says the SCV ought to be able to dis-
play the Confederate flag.

‘‘If it isn’t OK to fly the Confederate flag
in the U.S., why is it OK for blacks to fly the
African flag?’’ Berry said. ‘‘We would defend
the right of the SCV to fly its flag. Nobody
should be able to take that right away.’’

f

CHRISTIAN VILLAGE BURNED BY
HINDUS—WAVE OF SECULAR VIO-
LENCE GOES BACK TO CHRIST-
MAS DAY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I was very dis-
tressed to see an article in the March 19 issue
of the New York Times reporting that in the
village of Ranaloi in India, a mob chanting
‘‘Victory to Lord Ram’’ burned down 157 of
250 homes of Christians. I thank my good
friend Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh for calling my
attention to this atrocity, which unfortunately is
not an isolated incident but part of a wave of
anti-Christian violence that began on Christ-
mas Day.

Since Christmas, several Christian church-
es, prayer halls, and religious missions were
destroyed by Hindu extremists affiliated with
the Bajrang Dal, a part of the VHP, a militant
Hindu organization that belongs to the same
family of organizations as the ruling BJP. The
VHP also praised the Hindus who raped four
nuns, calling them ‘‘patriotic youth’’ and de-
nouncing the nuns as ‘‘antinational elements.’’
In January a missionary and his two very
young sons were burned to death in their jeep
by a gang of Hindus chanting ‘‘Victory to
Hannuman,’’ then another nun was raped. In
early February the bodies of two more Chris-
tians have been found in the state of Orissa.
At least four priests have been murdered. In
1997, police broke up a Christian religious fes-
tival with gunfire. A country that engages in
such practices should be declared a religious
oppressor and perhaps a terrorist state.

This latest incident took place during the pe-
riod of Lent, leading up to Easter. With Easter
coming in April, followed soon after by the
300th anniversary of the Sikh Nation, we may
now have the best opportunity to raise the
consciousness of the world to the religious tyr-
anny that exists just under the veneer of In-
dian democracy.

Although India has democratic elections, for
Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, Dalits, and so
many others, there is no democracy. No mat-
ter who they elect, the result is more killing
and more oppression. Is this true democracy?
As I have said before, this is not democracy,
It is merely the opportunity to choose one’s
oppressors.

The only solution is freedom for all the peo-
ple of South Asia. As the world’s only super-
power and the beacon of freedom for the
world, the United States must do whatever it
can to extend the blessings of liberty to all

people living under tyrannical, intolerant lead-
ers, even if they claim to be democratic. We
should stop funding this repressive govern-
ment with American aid, impose economic
sanctions as we did against the apartheid re-
gime in South Africa, and go on record urging
India to allow a plebiscite—a free, democratic
vote—in Punjab, Khalistan, in Kashmir, in
Christian Nagaland, and throughout their poly-
glot state to decide the future political status of
these regions. This is the only way to end the
genocide, settle the differences, and finally
bring lasting peace to this troubled tinderbox
known as South Asia.

Freedom is not only America’s founding
principle, it is our mission. Let us carry that
mission to the deserving peoples and nations
of the subcontinent. We look forward to the
day when the glow of freedom shines on all
the people of South Asia and the world.

[From The New York Times, Mar. 19, 1999]

157 HOMES BURNED IN RELIGIOUS CLASH IN
INDIA

(By Celia W. Dugger)

BHUBANESWAR, INDIA, MARCH 18.—Less than
two months after a Hindu mob killed a
Christian missionary from Australia and his
two young sons here in the eastern state of
Orissa, Hindus and Christians clashed in a
village this week, and 157 of the 250 Christian
homes were burned down, state officials say.

The officials said they presumed that Hin-
dus set the fires on Tuesday, but have no
solid evidence. Christian villagers inter-
viewed by television reporters blamed Hin-
dus, who they said shouted ‘‘Victory to Lord
Ram,’’a Hindu god, as they set the fires.
Thirteen people were wounded, three by gun-
fire, and the police have arrested more than
40 people, officials said.

The tensions in the village—Ranaloi, in
southern Orissa—developed after someone
painted a trident, symbol of the Hindu god
Shiva, over a Christian cross on a boulder
about a mile outside the village.

The violence is part of a growing number
of attacks on Christians in India in the last
year. Church officials and opposition polit-
ical parties say the problem has worsened
since the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party became the head of a national
coalition Government a year ago. Party
leaders say they oppose the violence.

It is not clear who was responsible for the
violence in Orissa, which is governed by the
Congress Party. The state’s Chief Minister,
J.B. Patnaik, resigned after the killing of
the missionary, Graham Staines, and his
sons, Timothy, 10, and Philip, 6.

D.P. Wadhwa, the Indian Supreme Court
Justice who was named by the Government
to head an inquiry into the Staines killings,
harshly criticized the central Government
for failing to provide resources to inves-
tigate. The commission of inquiry, which
was set up six weeks ago, is due to issue its
findings in two weeks but has yet to field a
team of independent investigators or to be
given functional offices to work from.

The state police blamed a mob that they
said was led by a man from the Bajrang Dal,
a Hindu nationalist youth group that be-
longs to the same family of Hindu nation-
alist organizations as the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

Leaders of the Bajrang Dal denied involve-
ment, and said the violence was a backlash
against what they called the Christians’ de-
ceitful efforts to convert impoverished, illit-
erate Indians.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1214—DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS VETERANS’ CLAIMS ADJU-
DICATION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
1999

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, for years our Na-
tion’s veterans who submitted a claim to the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for bene-
fits associated with their military service, par-
ticularly service-connected disability com-
pensation, have been forced to contend with a
VA claims adjudication process which has
been both too slow and too inaccurate. Too
often the adjudication of a veterans’ claim has
taken not days, not weeks, not months, but
years.

Recent information suggests that after wait-
ing years for a decision, one out of three vet-
erans may find that the decision made by VA
was wrong. Untimely and inaccurate decision-
making by the VA, and particularly the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration (VBA), have
been twin problems which have plagued vet-
erans, veterans service organizations and
Members of Congress who have sought to as-
sist their veterans constituents.

While experience clearly indicated other-
wise, VBA consistently reported that the qual-
ity of its work was nearly error free as meas-
ured by VBA. Between 1993 and 1997, VA
was reporting an accuracy rate of 97%. This
was unfortunately like the fox not only guard-
ing the hen house, but also keeping the inven-
tory of hens.

To his credit, the Under Secretary of Vet-
erans Benefits, Mr. Joe Thompson instituted,
on a trial basis, a new system for measuring
the quality of the claims adjudication work per-
formed by VBA. This new quality measure, the
Strategic Technical Accuracy Review (STAR)
was tested and used operationally in 1998.

STAR use has been focused on claims sub-
mitted by veterans which require the VA to
rate the claim, make a determination as to
whether a medical disability is service-con-
nected or non-service-connected and deter-
mine the degree of disability manifest. Using
the STAR methodology, the accuracy of var-
ious actions taken during the adjudication
process are used to determine if the case was
correctly or incorrectly decided. A case is ei-
ther all right or all wrong. Using STAR, the ac-
curacy rate was 64%—less that two out of
three claims were correctly decided.

While STAR has provided a more realistic
assessment of the quality of VA claims adju-
dication, STAR does not currently meet gen-
erally accepted governmental standards for
independence and separation of duties. Re-
views of regional office decisions are made by
persons who are also decision makers. There
is not sufficient staff provided for reviewing
enough cases to make statistically valid accu-
racy determinations at the regional office level.
In order to pinpoint errors, it is important to be
able to identify regional offices which have
specific high or low accuracy rates and to as-
certain the reasons for discrepancies between
regional offices.

In addition to the problems documented by
the STAR report, VBA is facing the impending



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E549
retirement of experienced senior staff and sev-
eral years of staff reductions which have im-
peded VBA’s ability to resolve increasingly
complex cases in a timely and accurate man-
ner.

One measure of quality, the percentage of
decisions appealed to the Board of Veterans
Appeals (the Board) which are either reversed
or remanded back to the regional offices for
further work, is particularly disturbing. During
fiscal year 1998, 17.2% of the appealed deci-
sions were reversed outright by the Board. An
additional 41.2% of the appeals were re-
manded for further action by the regional of-
fices. Another measure of accuracy is the in-
tegrity of data relied upon by the VBA. During
1998, the VA Inspector General issued a re-
port finding that data entered into the VBA
computer system was being manipulated to
make it appear that claims were processed
more efficiently that was actually occurring.

Problems are not confined to the Com-
pensation and Pension Service. In reviewing
VA’s compliance with statutory financial re-
quirements, the General Accounting Office
(GAO) noted that VA’s home loan program
was unable to perform routine accounting
functions and had lost control over a number
of loans which were transferred to an outside
loan company for continued loan servicing. VA
was not able to obtain an unqualified audit
opinion as a result of these deficiencies. On
February 24, 1999, VA’s Inspector General re-
ported that the $400 million vocational rehabili-
tation program was placed at high risk after
the Quality Assurance Program for that serv-
ices was discontinued in 1995.

Because of the fundamental importance of
accurate and effective claims processing and
adjudication by VA regional offices, and the
need for effective oversight of regional office
claims processing and adjudication by the Vet-
erans’ Benefits Administration, in July of 1997,
I requested the GAO to review the quality as-
surance policies and practices of the VBA. On
March 1, 1999, GAO issued its report which
determined that further improvement is need-
ed in claims-processing accuracy. In par-
ticular, GAO has determined that VBA’s qual-
ity assurance activities do not meet the stand-
ards for independence and internal control.

To assure that VBA’s internal quality assur-
ance activities meet the recognized appro-
priate governmental standards for independ-
ence, I have introduced H.R. 1214, which pro-
vides for the establishment within VBA of a
quality assurance division which comports with
generally accepted government standards for
performance audits. In addition, my Additional
and Dissenting Views and Estimates sub-
mitted to the Budget Committee for VA’s fiscal
year 2000 budget requests additional funding
for 250 full time employees for VBA. It is my
intention that if additional staff funding is pro-
vided, some of the additional staff be used to
adequately staff this program.

While VBA has made some improvements
by developing an accuracy measurement
which focuses on VA’s core benefit work—rat-
ing claims for benefits—further improvements
are needed in claims processing. Currently,
there is no formal division within VBA devoted
to providing the policy and program oversight
necessary to assure quality and accuracy of
claims processing The possible consequences
of this for both veterans and taxpayers is trou-
bling.

In fiscal year 2000, the VA will pay over $22
billion dollars in monetary benefits to veterans.

Yet only nine full-time employees are allocated
to STAR to oversee the quality of the claims
adjudication process. Without a mandated pro-
gram of quality assurance, which meets gen-
erally accepted governmental auditing stand-
ards for program performance audits, impartial
and independent oversight of the quality of
claims adjudication decisions will not be as-
sured.

With the establishment of independent over-
sight of the quality of claims adjudication deci-
sions, veterans can have more confidence in
the decisions made by VA and the number of
claims which are remanded because of the
poor quality of claims adjudication will be re-
duced. With better initial decisions and fewer
remands for re-adjudication, veterans will re-
ceive a quicker and a more accurate re-
sponse. More claims will be adjudicated cor-
rectly the first time. This will not occur over-
night, but without an independent oversight of
the quality of claims adjudication decisions it
may never exist.

The ‘‘Veterans’ Claims Adjudication Im-
provement Act of 1999’’, H.R. 1214, will help
address these problems. It changes the way
decisions concerning claims for compensation
and pension, education, vocational rehabilita-
tion and counseling, home loan and insurance
benefits will be reviewed and evaluated. Em-
ployees who are independent of decision mak-
ers will be devoted to identifying problems in
the decision-making process. By identifying
the kinds of errors made by VA personnel,
VBA managers will be able to take appropriate
action. Hopefully, remand rates can be signifi-
cantly reduced and veterans will find that VA
makes the right decision the first time the
claim is presented.

We cannot expect any improvement in the
timeliness of claims adjudication unless the
barriers to quality decision making are identi-
fied and addressed in a systemic fashion. Our
nation’s veterans deserve to have their claims
for VA benefits decided right the first time. By
enacting H.R. 1214, Congress can help put
the VA claims adjudication process on the
right track. Our veterans deserve no less. I
strongly urge my colleagues to support the
‘‘Veterans’ Claims Adjudication Improvement
Act of 1999’’ and for Congress to give this
measure quick and favorable consideration.
f

SEARCHING FOR SANITY ON
SANCTIONS

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have been
urging a solution to the Iraqi crisis which does
not depend on the suffering of thousands of
vulnerable and innocent people. To this end I
support the easing of the economic sanctions
on Iraq while simultaneously tightening the
military embargo. The cost of our containment
policy does not have to be the death of 5000
children a month, and in fact the American
role in the embargo that causes such devasta-
tion undermines any containment we hope to
achieve.

I would like to enter into the RECORD an ex-
cellent article from The Nation magazine
which provides a fresh look at our Iraq policy.
The article by Joy Gordon, ‘‘Sanctions as

Siege Warfare,’’ presents a critique of the re-
cent escalation in the use of sanctions to
solve diplomatic crises. By detailing the latest
statistics regarding suffering in Iraq, it con-
tends that the imposition of sanctions conflicts
with the United Nation’s historic mission to al-
leviate worldwide suffering. It presents the
case that the ‘‘Iraqi experiment’’ has in fact
failed and that such a comprehensive sanc-
tions regime is both unviable and beyond the
administrative capabilities of the UN. The un-
wieldy, inefficient and inconsistent bureauc-
racy of the Oil-for-Food program has ensured
that the UN can not even fulfill its own ac-
knowledged prerogative to deliver urgent hu-
manitarian aid. The program was intended as
a transition, emergency operation, not a sus-
tained effort to feed 23 million people over
decades. This program is in addition to restric-
tions placed on ‘‘dual use goods’’ (a label
which includes pencils and other items needed
for schools), which the nation needs to rebuild
its sanitation, health and agricultural infrastruc-
tures. Even after some limited reform, Oil-for-
Food is still unable to meet the most basic
needs of the people of Iraq. Some in Con-
gress disagree with that, but I ask them where
is their evidence? The World Health Organiza-
tion, the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization, UNICEF, and the Secretary
General of the UN have all found otherwise.

The horror of this situation was brought to
my attention most eloquently by Denis
Halliday, who recently quit his job as the As-
sistant Secretary General of the United Na-
tions and the director of Humanitarian Affairs
in Iraq over this precise issue. The work that
Halliday has undertaken along with Phyllis
Bennis of the Institute for Policy Studies, has
made an important contribution to bringing the
indescribable human crisis in Iraq to America’s
attention. (I single out the United States be-
cause much of the world already knew how
bad the situation in Iraq was.)

Gordon’s article describes the centrality of
the United States’ role in perpetuating sanc-
tions, and most significantly, the misguided
justifications which underpin US policy. The
US, in its self-declared role as ‘‘world police-
man,’’ is turning increasingly to sanctions as a
‘‘non-violent’’ alternative to bombing cam-
paigns. We should not allow starvation to be-
come an alternative to diplomacy. In the long
term, the implications for the general populace
can be devastating. In Iraq, the interior had al-
ready been destroyed by nine years of conflict
(nineteen, if one counts the Iran-Iraq war). The
weak and young have suffered the most whilst
those in power continue to live comfortably.

The supreme aim in Iraq, to remove Sad-
dam Hussein, is itself unviable whilst the dic-
tator remains bolstered by such powerful cad-
res and the people remain divided, mutually
hostile and depoliticized. Gordon’s article al-
ludes to the fact that sanctions can only help
achieve political objectives when tangible op-
position movements and the apparatus for dis-
sent already exist. This is why sanctions
against South Africa were an effective tool for
ending Apartheid; the African national Con-
gress was an organized, credible, internal,
popular democratic opposition. When such in-
stitutions do not exist, sanctions can be
counter-productive as they have been in Iraq,
perpetuating the state of crisis upon which dic-
tatorships depend and fostering a legacy of
bitterness towards the west.

It has often been said that you cannot
achieve democracy by undemocratic means. I
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would add as a corollary that you also cannot
inspire respect for human rights by under-
mining them. The article below shows how the
sanctions on Iraq have been as war-like as
war itself, and I hope it helps to establish new
criteria that will make our policy both more hu-
mane and more effective.

[From the Nation, Mar. 22, 1999]
SANCTIONS AS SIEGE WARFARE

(By Joy Gordon)
As the case of Iraq has shown, there’s more

than one way to destroy a nation.
The continuing American bombing of Iraq

has drawn attention away from the inter-
national debate over economic sanctions
against Baghdad and their toll on the Iraqi
people. yet the crisis these policies have en-
gendered in Iraq raises crucial questions
about the United Nations’ growing reliance
on sanctions as a device of international gov-
ernance. Can this modern-day equivalent of
siege warfare be justified in ethical or polit-
ical terms? It is a question that goes to the
very heart of the UN’s dual commitment to
both peacekeeping and humanitarian prin-
ciples.

The role of the UN in the Iraqi sanctions
regime has been convoluted and contradic-
tory from the start. Articles 41 and 42 of the
UN Charter empower the Security Council to
use economic tactics to keep international
peace (although before sanctions were im-
posed on Iraq in 1990, the UN had imposed
them only twice, against South Africa and
Rhodesia). At the same time, the UN has an
explicit commitment to the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and to the many
other documents that espouse the right of
every person to health, food, drinking water,
education, shelter and safety. Indeed, the UN
has a decades-long history of humanitarian
work by its many agencies—the World
Health Organization, UNICEF, UNESCO, the
Food and Agriculture Organization, HABI-
TAT and others. Thus the UN has found
itself in the awkward position of authorizing
a sanctions regime that is causing massive
human suffering among those least respon-
sible for Iraqi policy, while at the same time
trying to meet humanitarian needs and pro-
tect those populations most harmed by sanc-
tions—women, children, the poor, the elderly
and the sick.

Although there is controversy over the
precise extent of human damage, all sources
agree that it is severe. Voices in the Wilder-
ness, an antisanctions activist group based
in Chicago, has used the figure of 1 million
children dead from the sanctions; the Iraqi
government claims 4,000–5,000 deaths per
month of children under 5. Even US Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright does not
contest how great the human damage has
been, but has said, ‘‘It’s worth the price.’’
Richard Garfield, an epidemiologist at Co-
lumbia University who analyzes the health
consequences of economic embargoes, cal-
culates that 225,000 Iraqi children under 5
have died since 1990 because of these poli-
cies—a figure based on the best data avail-
able from UN agencies and other inter-
national sources. The Red Cross World Disas-
ters Report says underweight births have
gone from 4 percent in 1990 to 25 percent in
1998. While it is harder to calculate the im-
pact of the economic devastation on adults,
it is quite acute, particularly for women. In
1997 the Food and Agriculture Organization
estimated that chronic malnutrition in the
general Iraqi population was as high as 27
percent, with 16 percent of adult women
under 26 undernourished and 70 percent of
women anemic.

The Iraqi crisis shows how peculiarly un-
suited the UN is to manage a sanctions re-
gime. This is partly because it had imposed

sanctions so rarely before and partly because
of its longstanding commitment to alle-
viating poverty rather than causing it. The
fact that the sanctions against Iraq are so
extensive and so novel has forced the UN to
generate from scratch an extraordinarily
elaborate set of mechanisms to manage
them, through which it attempts to rec-
oncile its conflicting commitments.

From the beginning, the UN both predicted
an impending humanitarian disaster and
made moves to alleviate it. The UN began as-
sessing the human damage immediately
after the Persian Gulf War, when it made an
initial, ill-fated proposal to allow Iraq to sell
oil for food. The Security Council formed the
‘‘661 committee,’’ consisting of representa-
tives of each nation in the Security Council,
to monitor the sanctions against Iraq estab-
lished in SC Resolution 661. At the same
time, the committee was also responsible for
granting humanitarian exemptions to the
sanctions. The result was that it put in place
procedures that in fact functioned as obsta-
cles to any smooth influx of food and medi-
cine. A cumbersome sanctions bureaucracy
scrutinized and approved or denied every
contract, the proposed quantity of goods,
their price and their intended use.

To sell humanitarian goods to Iraq, a com-
pany would submit an application to its na-
tional mission at the UN, which would then
turn it over to the 661 committee. But the
661 committee did not publish any criteria
for approval, and its meetings were closed
sessions at which neither Iraq nor the ven-
dors were allowed to have representatives
present to answer questions or offer informa-
tion in support of the contract. The applica-
tion process typically took months, some-
times as long as two years. And the commit-
tee’s rulings were inconsistent—the same
goods sold by the same company might on
one occasion be deemed permissible humani-
tarian goods and on another be flatly denied
without explanation.

In addition, during this period all fifteen
members of the committee had to approve
exemptions by consensus; thus any nation
could effectively exercise veto power or
cause repeated delays of weeks or months
simply by asking for more information. As a
result, it was expensive and exasperating
even to apply to sell food and medicine to
Iraq. On small British company that sold
medical supplies described the process: First,
to talk to an Iraqi buyer, public or private,
the seller had to apply for a license to nego-
tiate, which could take three to four weeks.
Once buyer and seller came to an agreement,
the seller had to apply for a supply license,
which could take up to twenty weeks. In the
meantime, Iraq’s currency would have de-
valued substantially, so the buyer might not
be able to afford quantity of goods or might
need more time to raise the additional hard
currency. But that would require a change in
the terms of the application, and any change
in the application meant the whole process
began again. Thus the red tape undermined
Iraq’s ability to import even those urgent
humanitarian goods permitted under the
sanctions.

While food and medicine were theoretically
permitted during this time, ‘‘dual use’’ goods
were flatly prohibited. Under the terms of
the sanctions, ‘‘dual use’’ items are those
that have civilian uses but also may be used
by the military or more generally to rebuild
the Iraqi economy. Dual-use goods include
pesticides and fertilizer, spare part for crop-
dusting helicopters, chlorine for water puri-
fication, computers, trucks, telecommuni-
cations equipment and equipment to rebuild
the electrical grid. Anything that might go
toward rebuilding the infrastructure, or to-
ward economic poverty generally, is labeled
‘‘dual use.’’ Yet Iraq’s infrastructure had

been devastated by massive bombing during
the Gulf War, which destroyed or caused ex-
tensive damage to water treatment plants,
dams, generators and power plants, pipes and
electrical systems for irrigation and desalin-
ization of agricultural land, textile factories,
silos, flour mills, bakeries and countless
other buildings and resources. While Iraq
was in principle allowed to import food and
medical supplies, it was prohibited from buy-
ing the ‘‘dual use’’ equipment needed to grow
and distribute food, to treat and distribute
potable water, and to generate and distribute
electricity for irrigating crops, refrigerating
food and operating hospital equipment. The
damage to water treatment plants and water
distribution networks caused, among other
things, a cholera epidemic and increases in
waterborne diseases, infant diarrhea, dehy-
dration and infant mortality.

Although bureaucratic obstacles effec-
tively prevented much humanitarian mate-
rial from reaching Iraq, the UN did grant hu-
manitarian exemptions and heeded some
criticisms based on humanitarian concerns.
At the urging of the UN Secretary General,
the 661 committee streamlined many of its
procedures. But the basic policies remained
intact—humanitarian goods required prior
approval, and the ban on dual-use goods re-
mained in place. And when the UN’s interest
in security and humanitarian concerns came
into conflict, the interest in security still
trumped.

In 1996 the Security Council and Iraq
agreed to an Oil for Food program (OFF),
which provides a mechanism for the pur-
chase of goods except where the 661 com-
mittee has a specific objection, and then
monitors their distribution and use. Under
OFF, Iraq was initially authorized to sell $2
billion of oil in any six-month period (the
limit was later increased to $5.3 billion). The
extensive presence of UN humanitarian agen-
cies in Iraq (as well as UNSCOM) is funded
by the oil sales themselves. There are more
than 400 international UN staff in Iraq and
another 1,300 Iraqis on the UN staff. In the
northern sector of the country the UN has
taken over an entire range of governmental
functions on behalf of (and with the agree-
ment of) the Iraqi government—including
food distribution, agriculture, nutrition pro-
grams, distribution of medical supplies, dam
repair, renovation of schools, installation of
water pumps and the provision of printing
equipment for school textbooks.

In the central and southern governorates,
the mandate of the UN agencies is only to
assist and monitor the government in such
functions. Even so, UN staff determine
whether resources are adequate to meet ‘‘es-
sential needs’’ in a given area, and they doc-
ument and confirm the equitable distribu-
tion of food, distribution and storage of med-
ical supplies, and the use of water and sani-
tation supplies. Iraq submits proposals for
every purchase with oil funds—every gear,
pipe, chemical, valve, piece of plywood, steel
bar and rubber tube, for a country of 22 mil-
lion people, on which it proposes to spend
the $2.9 billion expected to come from the
current phase of Oil for Food. For each of
these items, Iraq is required to specify not
only the exact use but the particular end
user—which grain silo will be using each of
the conveyor belts Iraq wishes to purchase.
Although the UN bureaucracy now processes
these contracts quickly, there are still sub-
stantial delays when the seller fails to pro-
vide enough details in the application or
when its nation’s UN mission is slow to sub-
mit the paperwork.

The intricacy of the process for obtaining
purchase and contract approval pales in com-
parison to the thoroughness with which each
item is observed and documented once it ar-
rives in Iraq. At the border, inspection
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agents under contract to the UN document
the arrival of every item, verify quantity
and quality, and conduct lab tests to confirm
that the goods conform to the contract. Once
the goods have crossed the borders, UN ob-
servers then confirm the transit of all goods,
their storage and equitable distribution, and
they document the end use. Finally, UN staff
review the documentation of the hundreds of
UN observers. All this is paid for by 2.2 per-
cent of the Iraqi oil sales—as of November
1998, $207 million. Precisely because the sys-
tem of verification is so thorough, the Secu-
rity Council has been willing to grant per-
mission for some dual-use goods to enter the
country. The 661 committee has allowed pur-
chases, for example, of chlorine gas for water
purification and spare parts for crop-dusting
helicopters because UN personnel were in
Iraq to verify the location and use of each
canister of chlorine and the installation of
each helicopter part and the destruction of
the old parts.

Relative to other UN programs around the
world, those in Iraq are highly elaborate and
expensive. Yet they do not come close to
meeting the country’s needs, according to
the Secretary General’s report of last fall.
Although the quantity of chlorinated water
is greater now, the water distribution sys-
tem has deteriorated so much that by the
time it arrives in people’s homes, the water
is not consistently potable. The emergency
parts for electrical generators that do arrive
merely slow down the deterioration of the
electrical system, the power cuts are ex-
pected to be worse next year than this year.
There are 210 million square meters of mine-
fields, and the UN’s three mine-detector dog
teams (a total of six dogs) can barely make
a dent.

It does not seem that the strcture of the
UN sanctions on Iraq could be duplicated in
other situations. The expense of an elaborate
bureaucracy, which closely monitors vir-
tually all the goods Iraq has been permitted
to purchase, is possible only because Iraq is
paying for it. And that, in turn, is possible
only because Iraq’s wealth is so vast, and so
easily converted to cash. Were it not for
Iraq’s wealth and the Security Council’s suc-
cess in tapping it, monitoring the sanctions
regime and its humanitarian exemptions
would cost far more than the UN could ever
afford. Since most sanctioned countries—
Yugoslavia, for example—don’t have re-
sources that can be tapped in the way Iraqi
oil has been, it is hard to imagine that there
could be many more sanctions-and-exemp-
tions regimes of this scale.

While the sanctions against Iraq are in
many ways anomalous, they nevertheless
provide a graphic demonstration of how such
extreme sanctions are implemented and jus-
tified. Just as the Gulf War offered a testing
ground for new alliances and new weapons in
the post-cold war world, the sanctions
against Iraq have been an experiment in non-
military devices of international govern-
ance. Both the United States and the UN are
exhibiting a growing reliance on economic
sanctions to achieve their aims around the
world, even if in areas outside Iraq the sanc-
tions regimes are somewhat less ambitious.

Although the UN had imposed sanctions
only twice between 1945 and 1990, it has done
so eleven times since then. But even this is
very little in comparison with the frequency
of US sanctions. Between 1945 and 1990 sanc-
tions were imposed worldwide in 104 in-
stances; in two-thirds of these, the United
States was either a key player or the sanc-
tions were unilateral actions by the United
States with no participation from other
countries. Since 1990 the United States’ use
of sanctions has increased by an order of
magnitude. As of 1998, it imposed economic
sanctions against more than twenty coun-
tries.

Even as it has been using sanctions on its
own behalf, the United States has spear-
headed many of the Security Council’s re-
cent sanctions efforts. While it would be in-
correct to treat the Security Council as sim-
ply a naked tool of US hegemony (as much
as Jesse Helms would like that to happen),
the United States does have disproportionate
influence both because of the veto power it
holds as one of the five permanent members
and because of its economic influence glob-
ally. And its leverage has only increased in
recent years as Russia’s willingness to exer-
cise its veto power has been tempered by its
dependence on the West for massive capital
investment.

In 1990, sanctions appeared to be a nearly
ideal device for international governance.
They seemed to entail inconvenience and
some political disruption but not casualties.
Unlike the situation in Somalia, sanctions in
Iraq did not involve troops. Because sanc-
tions seemed to incur less human damage
than bombing campaigns, peace and human
rights movements found them attractive as
well. Indeed, many of those opposing the
Gulf War in 1990 urged the use of sanctions
instead.

But what Iraq shows us is that it is now
possible for sanctions to cause far more than
inconvenience or international embarrass-
ment. In the absence of a Soviet bloc as an
alternative source of trade, it is now possible
to construct a comprehensive sanctions re-
gime that can absolutely break the back of
any nation with a weak or import-dependent
economy. Iraq has also demonstrated, quite
graphically, that sanctions can cause fully
as much human suffering as even a massive
bombing campaign. Iraqi casualties from the
Gulf War were in the range of 10,000 to 50,000.
Casualties attributed to sanctions are any-
where from ten to thirty times that—and
that’s only counting the deaths of young
children.

This ought to raise serious ethical con-
cerns, since sanctions (like their low-tech
predecessor, siege warfare) historically have
caused the most extreme and direct suffering
to those who are the weakest, the most vul-
nerable and the least political. At the same
time, those who are affected last and least
are the military and political leadership,
who are generally insulated from anything
except inconvenience and the discomfort of
seeing ‘‘the fearful spectacle of the civilian
dead,’’ to use Michael Walzer’s phrase. How-
ever devastating their effects on the econ-
omy and the civilian population may be,
sanctions are rarely successful in achieving
changes in governmental policy or conduct.
Sanctions, like siege warfare, have generally
been perceived by civilian populations as the
hostile and damaging act of a foreign power.
Sanctions, like siege warfare, have generally
resulted in a renewed sense of national cohe-
sion, not domestic pressure for political
change. The most generous scholarship on
this issue holds that in the twentieth cen-
tury, sanctions achieved their stated polit-
ical goals only about one-third of the time.
But even that figure is disputed by those who
point out that in most of these cases there
were other factors as well; a more critical es-
timate places the success rate at less than 5
percent. In the other ‘‘success’’ cases—such
as South Africa, which is often cited to show
that ‘‘sanctions can work’’—there were
major factors other than sanctions. Many
have suggested that the end of apartheid was
due to internal political movements as much
as to international sanctions. South Africa
was also atypical in that those most affected
by the sanctions also supported them. If not
sanctions, then what? Is bombing preferable
to sanctions as a device to ‘‘punish rogues’’
and enforce international law? Without the
sanctions option, it is sometimes argued, the

militarists will just say there is no longer an
alternative to bombing. But the Iraq situa-
tion demonstrates that sanctions are not
merely a ‘‘problematic’’ or ‘‘less than ideal’’
form of political pressure. Rather, they are
an indirect form of warfare. Not only are
they politically counterproductive, but sanc-
tions directed toward the economy generally
(as opposed to, say, seizing personal assets of
leaders) are inherently antihumanitarian.

Denis Halliday, the former Assistant Sec-
retary General of the UN, resigned in protest
last fall, saying that he no longer wished ‘‘to
be identified with a United Nations that is
. . . maintaining a sanctions programme . . .
which kills and maims people through chron-
ic malnutrition . . . and continues this pro-
gramme knowingly.’’ His conclusion seems
very like US Supreme Court Justice Harry
Blackmun’s position on the death penalty in
his 1994 dissent in Callins v. Collins: For the
death penalty to be constitutional, it must
be applied equally in like cases; but at the
same time, the sentencing judge must have
the option of granting mercy based upon the
circumstances. These two requirements,
Blackmum reasoned, are irreconcilable, and
no amount of ‘‘tinkering’’ will somehow
make the contradiction dissolve. Likewise,
no amount of tinkering will make sanctions
anything other than a violent and inhumane
form of international governance. It is hard
to articulate any greater good that can jus-
tify the deliberate, systematic imposition of
measures that are known to increase chronic
malnutrition, infant mortality and the many
varieties of human damage that impoverish-
ment inflicts.

f

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 1999
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I

would like to express my support for H. Res.
99. If you follow Cuban policy at all, I know
you will agree with me that it is disappointing
to see this Administration yield to this hemi-
sphere’s last remaining dictator, Fidel Castro.
Not long ago, President Clinton announced a
new proposal to loosen the trade embargo on
the Government of Cuba. The embargo was
codified because of the murder of unarmed
American citizens. I believe that Castro has
done nothing to warrant any reevaluation of
the sanctions imposed on his regime. Now, al-
most three years later, the President has
taken steps that not only breathe new life into
the brutal Castro dictatorship, but he is trying
to circumvent U.S. law.

Now, we learn that the Clinton Administra-
tion has decided to hold our American pastime
hostage. If the President gets his way, the
Baltimore Orioles will face a Cuban National
team in Havana on March 28th of this year. It
is appalling to me that the President is using
baseball to push friendly relations with the
Cuban dictatorship. This will be the first Major
League Baseball visit to Havana since 1959,
and it couldn’t come at a worse time. A Cuban
court has just convicted the island’s four top
opposition leaders for sedition.

Vladimiro Roca Antunez, Martha Beatriz
Roque Cabello, Felix Bonne Carcases, and
Rene Gomez Manzano were arrested in 1997
after petitioning the regime for immediate re-
forms and publishing a pamphlet entitled ‘‘The
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Homeland Belongs to Us All.’’ In this pam-
phlet, they describe their hopes for a free and
democratic Cuba. They were convicted for
nothing more than expressing their opinions
and speaking the truth. They are the Lech
Walensas & Vaclav Havels of Cuba. Their trial
and conviction came two weeks after Castro
handed down his new Sedition Law to se-
verely punish those who dare speak to foreign
journalists or publicly criticize his revolution.

Under the new Sedition Law, they were ar-
rested for holding news conferences with for-
eign journalists and diplomats, urging voters to
boycott Cuba’s one-party elections, warning
foreigners that their investments would con-
tribute to Cuban suffering, condemning Cas-
tro’s grip on power, and criticizing Communist
Party propaganda. Mr. Speaker, this sounds to
me like a return to the gulags of Soviet com-
munism and the horror of European fascism.

They were apprehended and jailed 11⁄2
years ago for their ‘‘crimes’’. On top of the im-
prisonment and physical and mental mistreat-
ment they endured for more than 600 days,
the four freedom fighters were also forced to
endure a Stalinist show trial. As a recent wire
report observed, in keeping with the closed,
totalitarian nature of the Castro regime, ‘‘Few
Cubans and even fewer foreigners are allowed
inside a Cuban courtroom. Trials tend to be
closed and proceedings are rarely reported by
the government-controlled media.’’ But Castro
eagerly allowed the cameras to roll during the
trial of these four dissidents to send a mes-
sage to the rest of the island: Anyone who
threatens his regime will be punished se-
verely. Cuban reporters are terrified of the
new Sedition Law; it has empowered Castro’s
secret police to intensify their harassment of
Cuba’s already-stifled press.

The dissidents received prison sentences
ranging from 31⁄2 to 5 years. The independent
Cuban Commission on Human Rights and Na-
tional Reconciliation said that since Feb. 26,
1999, authorities had rounded up nearly 40
other dissidents and warned an additional 35
to remain at home during the March 1st trial.
Officials from the U.S. Interest Section in Ha-
vana were denied access to the trial.

The State Department recently released this
statement regarding the trial: ‘‘We strongly de-
nounce these actions by the Cuban govern-
ment, which reveal its utter disregard of the
concerns of the international community.’’ Yet,
neither the president nor the secretary of state
has taken any action to put muscle behind
those words. In fact, underscoring its perverse
misunderstanding of the situation, the State
Department believes the trial and conviction of
these four voices of freedom is the very rea-
son we need more people-to-people contacts
with Havana. The only thing more people-to-
people contacts will do is further prop-up Cas-
tro’s regime.

Finally, it should be noted that the Sedition
Law was approved by Castro just weeks after
the president’s January announcement that he
was easing the embargo.

Mr. Speaker, I must also report even more
disturbing news to my colleagues. I believe we
have an administration that is so hellbent on
normalizing relations with Cuba that it is willing
to overlook allegations of drug-trafficking.

On December 3, 1998, the Colombian Na-
tional Police seized 7.5 tons of cocaine head-
ed for Cuba, and eventually likely the United
States and elsewhere. I have sent investiga-
tors down there who were able to put together

the pieces of the puzzle in three days which
our government, the ONDCP, DEA, CIA, and
White House have either not been willing to
do, or worse do not want to put together.

I have a letter from Barry McCaffrey which
says there is no evidence that the Castro gov-
ernment is involved in drug-trafficking, ignoring
the fact that Castro’s brother, Raul, has been
under indictment in Miami since the early
1990’s for drug-trafficking and racketeering.
Also, Ileana de la Guardia, the daughter of ex-
ecuted Cuban Colonel Tony de la Guardia, is
currently involved in a court case in France
where she alleges that drug trafficking reaches
the ‘‘highest echelons’’ of the Cuban govern-
ment.

What is the problem with this administration
when it comes to Fidel Castro? Why does the
White House continue to ignore the grim and
brutal realities of Castro’s dictatorship? I don’t
know the answer, but I believe it goes beyond
a simple disagreement on policy. How we can
turn a blind eye to Castro’s behavior and even
reward him is truly beyond me.

What is obvious is the fact that this White
House will do anything to normalize relations
with the last dictator in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The White House wants to dilute and
then eliminate the Burton-Helms Embargo; the
White House is flouting the law, ignoring the
will of the American people, and tossing aside
four decades of bipartisan agreement on Cas-
tro. It is left to us in Congress to do what is
right.

Mr. Speaker, I join my fellow cosponsors in
support of H. Res. 99. Let’s do everything we
can to keep the heat on Castro and his
gulags. As a Houston Chronicle editorial re-
cently observed, ‘‘This is no time to play ball
with Fidel Castro.’’

f

TRIBUTE TO KATHY ADAMSON

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Kathy Adamson, an extraordinary cit-
izen of San Mateo County, California, who will
be inducted into the San Mateo County Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame on Friday, March 26, 1999.

A native of Redwood City, Kathy Adamson
has been a foster parent to more than four
hundred children ranging in age from newborn
to sixteen. Children in her temporary care
have included drug exposed infants, shaken
babies, toddlers, children with Attention Deficit
Disorders, and adolescent girls. Kathy’s home
became a hospice for terminally ill infants,
many of whom died in her loving arms. Since
1995 she has worked with San Mateo County
Mental Health as an independent contractor,
providing a variety of programs designed to
help support parents and children in need. In
recognition of her professionalism, her excep-
tional work and her compassion, Kathy was
elected President of the San Mateo County
Foster Care Association.

Mr. Speaker, Kathy Adamson is an out-
standing woman and I salute her for her re-
markable contributions and commitment to our
community. I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring her on being inducted into the San
Mateo County Woman’s Hall of Fame.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ‘‘PETERBO’’
BANKHEAD

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand here today to pay tribute in memory
of Mr. Robert ‘‘Peterbo’’ Bankhead, who re-
cently passed. He was not only a County Su-
pervisor in my district, the 2nd Congressional
District, but also a personal and dear friend to
me. It is very hard to effectively portray in a
short amount of time to you the true heart,
spirit, and countless deeds of Mr. Robert
‘‘Peterbo’’ Bankhead.

Mr. Robert ‘‘Peterbo’’ Bankhead was born
on August 30, 1999. He attended Humphreys
County High School in Belzoni, Mississippi
where he was a member of the first class to
graduate from Humphreys County High
School. He graduated from Mississippi Valley
State University with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Criminal Justice in 1977. Addition-
ally, he graduated from MATC (Milwaukee
Area Technical College) with a degree in the
Culinary Arts. He opened Peterbo’s Res-
taurant in 1974 in Isola, Mississippi where it
remains today. During the life of Robert
Bankhead, he received several social and
community awards for his countless hours,
and dedication. He was life-time member of
Mississippi Valley State Alumni, the Mis-
sissippi Restaurant’s Association, and served
as Beat 1 Supervisor for Humphrey County for
two consecutive terms.

Robert will always be remembered as a per-
son willing to go the extra mile. In closing, Mr.
Speaker I would like to say that Robert has
made a tremendous contribution to the future
of America. His work was pivotal and instru-
mental in the overall success of my 1996 and
1998 campaign. My prayers go out to his fam-
ily and his contributions will be remembered in
Mississippi, specifically the 2nd Congressional
District for years to come.
f

A BLOOMIN’ GOOD FAMILY AND
THEIR BLOOMIN’ GOOD BUSINESS

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, all around Wash-
ington the crocuses and forsythia are starting
to bloom, and for some it is a daily ritual to
see whether or not the famed cherry blossoms
have started to hail the true start of spring.
The people of Saginaw, Michigan, may not
have the same early blooms or the Tidal Basin
ritual, but they have something better—
McDonald’s Nursery which is celebrating its
70th anniversary this week.

Seventy years ago, Dr. Francis J. McDon-
ald, a dentist with a vision for the beauty of
nature, started McDonald’s Nursery as a
hobby. He bought five acres of land off Seidel
Road with a 400-year old beech tree on it. He
dug a well that to this day supplies water to
the nursery, and with his children, Joe, Jim,
Mary, Catherine and Tom, he planted trees.
Today those trees provide a forty foot tall me-
morial to his legacy. With his wife Mary, he
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moved the family to what would become one
of the most famous nurseries in this part of
Michigan.

Nursery products were sold out of the front
yard at the beginning. During World War II,
while sons Joe and Jim served in the military,
he expanded the nursery buying more prop-
erty with an eye towards the growing subur-
ban area. When Joe returned home, a land-
scape division was started, and then in 1946
a garden store. The seasonal nursery busi-
ness turned into a Christmas business in
1955, so that it is now a year-round operation
with its biggest months in December and May.

Today, McDonald’s Nursery has 112 em-
ployees and sales of nearly $4 million. It has
gone through thirteen expansions, and now
covers 210 acres in Thomas Township, with
an 18-acre lake providing irrigation. The
McDonald family has made its mark on the
Saginaw business community as leaders to be
admired and emulated.

Starting from Francis McDonald’s hobby, to
Tom McDonald telling friends at a Chamber of
Commerce dinner that they sell ‘‘every
bloomin’ thing’’—a phrase which became the
nursery’s hallmark, this is a business that we
are privileged to have in the Saginaw commu-
nity. Mr. Speaker, I urge you and all of our
colleagues to join me in congratulating
McDonald’s Nursery on its 70th anniversary,
and in wishing that their new slogan, ‘‘McDon-
ald’s Nursery 70 Years and Growing’’ holds as
much promise as the first bloom of spring.
f

TELECOMMUNICATIONS MERGERS

HON. TOM DeLAY
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend the antitrust division of the Depart-
ment of Justice for approving the SBC-
Ameritech merger. As the telecommunications
industry continues to evolve in the aftermath
of the Telecommunications Reform Act of
1996, the promise of that act can be fulfilled
only if regulatory agencies remove the eye
shades of New Deal regulation and begin to
view the competitive landscape of tomorrow
with a fresh look. This is precisely what the
Department has done this week.

However, I was not pleased to learn that,
unlike mergers in other competitive industries,
telecommunications mergers such as the
SBC-Ameritech venture must jump through
several hoops before the deal is done. Not
only does the Department of Justice conduct
its traditional antitrust review, these mergers
often must receive the blessing of multiple
local and state agencies as well as the Fed-
eral Communications Commission. A reason-
able person might assume that once the De-
partment of Justice has issued a clean bill of
antitrust health for a proposed merger, that
venture has passed the smell test. I hope that
same reasonable person would share the con-
cern that I have after reading this week that
the FCC may hold this merger, and others like
it, hostage under some ransom-guided inter-
pretation of the so-called ‘‘public interest’’
standard.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying premise of the
Telecommunications Reform Act we passed in
the 104th Congress was to break down the ar-

tificial barriers of regulation so that the market-
place would choose the winners and losers in
this vital industry. We appear to be a long way
from the realization of that promise when reg-
ulatory bodies handcuff the invisible hand of
our free market system.

I would strongly urge the FCC to follow the
lead of the DOJ and quickly approve this
merger.
f

JEROME JANCZAK 1999 PAL JOEY
AWARD WINNER

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

tribute to Jerome ‘‘Jerry’’ Janczak, of Mil-
waukee, the recipient of the 1999 Pal Joey
Award from the St. Joseph Foundation, Incor-
porated.

Jerry Janczak, a true product of Milwau-
kee’s south side, is the youngest of eleven
children born to his Polish immigrant parents.
He attended Catholic grade school and high
school, where he was an accomplished ath-
lete. Shortly after graduating from high school,
Jerry enlisted in the United States Air Force,
where he served until 1955. While stationed in
Florida, he met his future wife, Grace. They
were married in 1954.

Jerry worked for many years as an em-
ployee of Milwaukee County, with the House
of Corrections, the Sheriff Department and the
Probate Court where he remained until his re-
tirement in 1988.

That same year, Jerry was honored by the
South Side Business Club as their ‘‘Man of the
Year’’ and was given the ‘‘Special Award’’ by
the St. Joseph Foundation.

Jerry and Grace have two children, Michael
and Thomas, and six grandchildren. Jerry’s
love of sports and competition, which he
passed down to his children, led him to de-
velop a part-time trophy and awards business
in 1972, which still operates today. Besides
his family and business, Jerry’s hobbies in-
clude golf, bowling, sheepshead and traveling
throughout his home state, Wisconsin.

He is active in many civic and religious or-
ganizations, including his parish, St. Mary
Magdalen, the South Side Business Club, St.
Joseph Foundation, the Milwaukee Society
Polish National Alliance, Polish Festivals, Inc.,
and the secret International Mushroom Pickers
Society (IMPS.)

Jerry has given valuable time, energy and
resources to make Milwaukee’s south side
and the Polish community stronger and has
set a fine example for all to follow. For these
reasons, he is truly deserving of the 1999 Pal
Joey Award.

Congratulations, Jerry and Grace. Keep up
the excellent work. May God continue to bless
you and yours.
f

COMMENDING DR. W.C.
WIEDERHOLT

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999
Mr. UNDERWOOD Mr. Speaker, For more

than a century the Chamorros on Guam have

suffered by Lytico and Bodig. There is hardly
a family on the island who has not had a rel-
ative die of one of these terrible diseases.
During the past 40 years, many researchers
have come to Guam to investigate the dis-
eases, and to try and find the cause and sub-
sequent treatment for Lytico and Bodig. One
of these researchers is Dr. W.C. Wiederholt
who first came to Guam in 1994 at the invita-
tion of Dr. Kurland of the Mayo Clinic. His mis-
sion was to complete the mandated functions
of the University of Guam/Mayo Grant and to
evaluate the possibilities of writing a five-year
grant. The University of Guam/Mayo grant ac-
tivities had gone awry for many reasons, and
it appeared as if the research on Lytico and
Bodig would once again come to a halt. How-
ever, Dr. Widerholt pressed on undaunted de-
spite the obstacles. He took a sabbatical leave
from the University of California at San Diego
and remained in Guam for almost six months.
He brought the project back on track and pro-
vided much needed neurology services. Dr.
Wiederholt also conducted some pilot studies
to gather data for the new grant application.

Under Dr. Wiederholt’s leadership, and with
the collaborative efforts of a group of world-re-
nowned neuroscientists, the University of
Guam and the University of California at San
Diego were awarded a $10.8 million grant in
1996 to study ‘‘Age-related neurodegenerative
disease in Micronesia.’’ The project employs
nine local people, and provides practical sites
for social work and nursing students, as well
as internship opportunities for Guam medical
students. In addition, the project provides sup-
port to students at all grade levels preparing
theses or dissertations about Guam’s
neurodegenerative diseases, aging concerns
and caregiver issues.

Under Dr. Wiederholt’s guidance, the project
has moved into a new dimension and is ex-
ploring, among many potential causes, how fa-
milial predisposition or susceptibility might
interact with environmental factors in causing
the disease. It is hoped that through Dr.
Wiederholt’s research, more effective methods
for detection, treatment and ultimately the pre-
vention of this disease will be developed for
the benefit of the people of Guam.

Guam has become Dr. Wiederholt’s home
for at least seven months out of the year. Not
only does he make initial diagnoses of neuro-
logical diseases and furnishes follow-up serv-
ices to all patients, he also provides courtesy
consultations to Guam’s community physicians
and the Veterans Affairs Center.

Dr. Wiederholt’s dedication to the people of
Guam is highly admirable and deserves our
sincerest gratitude. On behalf of the people of
Guam, I say to you Dr. Weiderholt, Si Yu’os
Ma’ase.

f

IN HONOR OF PAULINE ‘‘POLLY’’
HAMMACK

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that I now take this moment to
recognize the life and contributions of Pauline
‘‘Polly’’ Hammack. Sadly, Colorado lost this
leading citizen earlier this year. While family
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and friends remember Polly’s remarkable life,
I, too, would like to pay tribute to this great
American citizen and friend.

Born on June 22, 1919 in Vine, Tennessee,
Polly spent most of her professional life as an
employee of Denver Dry Goods beginning in
the fall of 1966. She would retire as an Assist-
ant Store Manager and Personnel Director 20
years later.

In addition to her distinguished service with
Denver Dry Goods, Polly long played an ac-
tive and leading role in Colorado politics. For
many years, Polly has been a familiar and en-
ergetic presence on various political cam-
paigns. Most significantly, she was instru-
mental in President George Bush’s presi-
dential campaign efforts both in 1988 and
1996. She also served on the State Board of
Republican Women for an extended period of
time. In spite of being afflicted by severe ill-
ness during the last election cycle, Polly main-
tained an active role in Colorado politics by
way of the telephone. Her commitment to
America, even in times of personal ailment, is
truly admirable and deeply commendable.

As friends and family remember Polly’s re-
markable life, I am confident that the pain they
feel at her passing will subside. Although all
who have had the privilege to know Polly are
worse off in her absence, I am hopeful that
each will take solace in the knowledge that
they are a better person for having known her.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank
you to Polly for her dedication to America. I
am hopeful that her husband Wayne, her chil-
dren Wayne and Barbara, her grandsons
Richard and Douglas, her sister Mildred, and
her daughter-in-law Mary will find comfort in
this difficult time.

INTRODUCING THE STOCKPILE
STEWARDSHIP RESOLUTION

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a resolution to express the Sense of
Congress regarding the direction of the U.S.
program to maintain the safety and reliability
of the nuclear weapons stockpile in the post-
Cold War era.

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, which
President Clinton signed in 1996, bans all nu-
clear explosions in order to promote nuclear
disarmament and nonproliferation ‘‘by con-
straining the development and qualitative im-
provement of nuclear weapons and ending the
development of advanced new types of nu-
clear weapons.’’ The treaty requires us to
maintain the safety and reliability of our nu-
clear weapons without explosive tests. It does
not require us to spend $60 million for new
submarine warhead designs. It does not re-
quire us to spend $198 million on underground
‘‘subcritical’’ nuclear tests and preparing for
banned explosive tests at the Nevada Test
Site. It does not require us to spend $466 mil-
lion on fusion explosion experiments that
could lead to hydrogen bombs that don’t need
uranium or plutonium, which would be a non-
proliferation nightmare. And it certainly does
not require us to spend $5.5 million for a new
National Atomic Museum, colocated with the
Anderson-Abruzzo International Balloon Mu-
seum.

These and other projects are an expensive
jobs program for nuclear scientists, in the
guise of keeping unneeded weapons design,

testing, and manufacturing capability. They are
inconsistent with our commitment to nuclear
disarmament in the Nonproliferation Treaty
and with the purposes of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty. Faced with our massive in-
vestment in nuclear weapons research, other
nations are slowing arms reductions and keep-
ing their own nuclear weapons development
programs, thus putting our real security at risk.

The safety and reliability of the nuclear
weapons stockpile can be maintained with a
more modest program of surveillance of the
warheads and occasional remanufacturing
when necessary. The resolution I am intro-
ducing today expresses support for such a
custodianship program that protects our na-
tional security without wasting money or pro-
viding cover for new nuclear weapons pro-
grams that will prolong the Cold War and un-
dermine the unsteady international nuclear
non-proliferation regime. The resolution ex-
presses the Sense of Congress that the nu-
clear weapons stockpile can be maintained
with a program that is far smaller, less expen-
sive, and does not require facilities or experi-
ments that are likely to be used for warhead
design or development. The resolution thus
urges the Secretary of Energy to redirect the
program for custodianship of the nuclear
weapons arsenal toward less costly and less
provocative methods that are consistent with
United States treaty obligations.

I hope this resolution will serve as a useful
vehicle for educating the Congress and the
public about the nature of the current stockpile
stewardship program and for promoting con-
sideration of less costly and less destabilizing
alternatives. I urge my colleagues to join in co-
sponsoring this resolution, and moving to-
wards a more sound nuclear policy.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,

agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the Congressional Record on
Monday and Wednesday of each week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
March 25, 1999 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

APRIL 14

9:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the pub-
lished scandals plaguing the Olympics.

SR–253
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on the imple-
mentation of welfare reform for Indi-
ans.

SR–485
2 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-

committee
To hold hearings on S. 415, to protect the

permanent trust funds of the State of
Arizona from erosion due to inflation
and modify the basis on which distribu-
tions are made from those funds; and S.
607, reauthorize and amend the Na-
tional Geologic Mapping Act of 1992.

SD–366

APRIL 20

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To hold hearings on S. 25, to provide
Coastal Impact Assistance to State and
local governments, to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Act of 1965, the Urban
Park and Recreation Recovery Act,
and the Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration Act (commonly referred to as
the Pittman-Robertson Act) to estab-
lish a fund to meet the outdoor con-
servation and recreation needs of the
American people; S. 446, to provide for
the permanent protection of the re-
sources of the United States in the
year 2000 and beyond; and S. 532, to pro-
vide increased funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and Urban
Parks and Recreation Recovery Pro-

grams, to resume the funding of the
State grants program of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, and to pro-
vide for the acquisition and develop-
ment of conservation and recreation fa-
cilities and programs in urban areas.

SD–366
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on the imple-
mentation of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatration
Act.

SR–485

APRIL 21

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold hearings on S. 401, to provide for
business development and trade pro-
motion for native Americans,and for
other purposes.

SR–485
Armed Services
Readiness and Management Support Sub-

committee
To hold hearings on the readiness of the

United States Navy and Marines oper-
ating forces.

SR–222
2 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-

committee
To hold oversight hearings to review the

Memorandum of Understanding signed
by multiple agencies regarding the
Lewis and Clark bicentennial celebra-
tion.

SD–366

APRIL 27

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To resume hearings on S. 25, to provide
Coastal Impact Assistance to State and
local governments, to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Act of 1965, the Urban
Park and Recreation Recovery Act,
and the Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration Act (commonly referred to as
the Pittman-Robertson Act) to estab-
lish a fund to meet the outdoor con-
servation and recreation needs of the
American people; S. 446, to provide for
the permanent protection of the re-
sources of the United States in the
year 2000 and beyond; and S. 532, to pro-
vide increased funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and Urban
Parks and Recreation Recovery Pro-
grams, to resume the funding of the
State grants program of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, and to pro-
vide for the acquisition and develop-
ment of conservation and recreation fa-
cilities and programs in urban areas.

SD–366

APRIL 28

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on Bureau of
Indian Affairs capacity and mission.

SR–485

MAY 4

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To resume hearings on S. 25, to provide
Coastal Impact Assistance to State and
local governments, to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Act of 1965, the Urban
Park and Recreation Recovery Act,
and the Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration Act (commonly referred to as
the Pittman-Robertson Act) to estab-
lish a fund to meet the outdoor con-
servation and recreation needs of the
American people; S. 446, to provide for
the permanent protection of the re-
sources of the United States in the
year 2000 and beyond; and S. 532, to pro-
vide increased funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and Urban
Parks and Recreation Recovery Pro-
grams, to resume the funding of the
State grants program of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, and to pro-
vide for the acquisition and develop-
ment of conservation and recreation fa-
cilities and programs in urban areas.

SD–366
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on Census
2000, implementation in Indian Coun-
try.

SR–485

MAY 5

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on Tribal Pri-
ority Allocations and Contract Support
Costs Report.

SR–485

MAY 6

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To hold hearings to examine the results
of the December 1998 plebiscite on
Puerto Rico.

SH–216

MAY 12

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on HUBzones
implementation.

SR–485

MAY 19

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold hearings on S. 614, to provide for
regulatory reform in order to encour-
age investment, business, and eco-
nomic development with respect to ac-
tivities conducted on Indian lands.

SR–485

SEPTEMBER 28

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs

To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to re-
view the legislative recommendations
of the American Legion.
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